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Human rights issues ore o global concern as well os o
regional problem. The 2009 exhibition continues to
onddress and question many aspects of basic rights that all
humans should be initialed. The show itself hos grown and
evolved from South Tenos College student and foculiy
artists in the 2008 show focusing on sex trafficking to this
year's 4th annual juried exhibit. The ortwork was exhibited
at the newly renovated South Texas College Art Gallery.

Richord Lubben, Exhibit Coordinater £ Juror
Communications £ Creative Arts Choirperson
South Texnos College
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Jeany B. Oork, Women's Stadies
In April, 2009 the Women's Studies Committee of South Texos College hosted its third annwal
conference to oddress the horrifying renlities of the Humon Sex Trofficking trode. Every
yeor over 800,000 women and children ore trafficked ocross internationol borders and
countless thousands more ore kidnopped or sold within their own countries. Lured, seduced
or deceived by the promise of o better life, pushed by poverty ond desperation they ore sold
into forced prostitution, joining the estimated 10 million who ore olreody entropped in the
12-billion-dellor-o-year globol sex trode. The sale of women ond children is one of the
fostest growing criminal industries in the world. Unlike weopons ond drugs, humon beings
can be used aver and over agaoin ond then finally discorded. Most of these women and
children ore sold multiple times, servicing hundreds of men, ensloved in debt bondoge and
exposed to sexually transmitted diseases including expasure to HIU. They are physically and
psychologicolly brutolized ond demoralized, with the troffickers eften threatening to kill
fomily members of the unwilling.

Through the conference ond the ort exhibit, we hope te roise nworeness ohout the
pervosiveness of the sex-trafficking business, ond to explore the desper couses of sex
trofficking, questioning whaot culturol, sociol, economic and psycholegicol conditions hove
led to the trogic explosion of demand for trofficked persons and the morketing of sex tours
ta the third werld. Ultimately, we hope ta toke part in the lorger internationaol canversation
ohout how 1o stop this insidious crime ond to consider forms of resistonce to this deplorable
exploitation ef millions, which undermines basic respect for human rights ond dignity.
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