My Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Greetings of peace and joy of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. This article
helps us to reflect on the Feast of the Exaltation of
the Holy Cross, a feast that originated with the
discovery of the True Cross in Jerusalem by
St. Helena. The cross is a symbol that is both essential and
inseparable from our Christian identity, for the Cross and more
importantly, Jesus Who was crucified on the Cross, is the Center
of our faith. For we believe wholeheartedly that the Cross is the
means by which our Lord Jesus had brought forth for us our
salvation from sin and death. It was once the symbol of the
ultimate humiliation, a practice done by the Romans, who
crucified those who were considered the great enemies and threats
to the Roman state. It was reserved to the worst of the criminals
and it was meant as a symbol of ultimate infamy and defeat.
And yet, because of our Lord Jesus Christ and His death on the
cross, that Cross, the Holy Cross of Christ has become the symbol
of ultimate glory and triumph.
The Lord Jesus told His disciples and the people, that if they want
to follow Him, then they must be ready to pick up their crosses
and follow Him. And by this, He was not referring to the physical
crosses made of wood, or the crosses and crucifixes that we often
wear on ourselves. Rather, what He meant was that, all of us must
be ready to suffer as He had suffered, if we want to remain
faithful to Him. There will surely be challenges and obstacles that
we are going to face in our journey.
The question is, are we able to bear those crosses faithfully?
Are we able to stay strong despite the pressure for us to give up
the fight and the temptations calling us to turn away from God’s
path, just because it is too difficult and challenging for us? How
many of us face the temptations and choices in life, where we
must choose between obeying God or satisfying our own needs
and seeking our own comfort? Brothers and sisters in Christ, let
us all not be ashamed to carry the cross of Christ, but carry the
cross with zeal and commitment, knowing that in the Holy Cross
of Christ lies our salvation, and indeed our only hope to be freed
and liberated from the tyranny of sin and death. Let us all
remember that no matter how hard the challenges and difficulties
in life we face, that Christ had suffered for each and every one of
us, and bear upon Himself the consequences for all the multitudes
of our sins, as painful and unimaginably horrible they may be,
so that we may live.
Let us all therefore renew our commitment to the Lord, He Who
has been crucified for us, who gave up His life and suffered for
our sake, that we may have life in us. May the Lord Jesus Christ
be with us all, and as we walk in His way, bearing proudly the
crosses of our faith, may we remain resolute and strong in our
commitment to Him.

May God Bless you, Fr.S.Vinner HGN

