We are undertaking a fairly large task today.  


We are covering 9 chapters of Leviticus in one sitting.  

So I am proposing we do this SLIDE

by starting at the big picture first, 


then taking a second lap 



to give ourselves the cultural background necessary 




to understand better what God is asking for us to practice 



in these various rituals.  

Please remember from last week, 


that if we don't have the context of the ritual SLIDE

we end up thinking the Burger Feed at the Elks 



is feeding us the rest of the Elk on the wall. SLIDE
I also encourage you to realize what we practice doesn't make us perfect,


my soccer coach told me, 



what we practice becomes permanent.

With all that is happening in our nation right now, 


we need to remember that reality


and ask what practices are we starting to make permanent?

God put all these rituals into Israel's daily life to help them realize who they were


and that God still was making provisions to be in relationship with them,



as he had in the past.

So remember today SLIDE

we are starting on level 1 



with Chapters 1-7 and 23-27 


in our pursuit to be able to be in the presence of God, 


which God is making possible.  SLIDE
The first 7 chapters are held together 


with them being all kinds of sacrifices or offerings.  

I mention both terms, 


because sacrifices tends to have a negative connotation for us.  

Not necessarily the case in Leviticus SLIDE

as 2 of the 5, 


grain and fellowship are more about building a relationship 



or saying, “Thank you!”  


The other 3 with burnt, purification, and restitution say, 



“I'm sorry.”  

As they do so, 


they are again building 


or rebuilding a relationship.  

This push in Leviticus to engage in these practices from a place of joy SLIDE

rather than fear 



is a good check for us to consider how we approach our time with God, 


including this time of worship.  



Are we here out of joy or obligation.  

Using stereotypes of our culture, SLIDE

does spending time with God seem like visiting grandchildren 


or in-laws?  

Is there excitement in your voice 


or groaning?  

The Hebrew terms for sacrifice or offering SLIDE

have the connotation for joy even in this action, 



when we are saying sorry.  

This is because we are giving them the grain or animal


so that more time can be spent with the person who we are offering them to.

The back half of our chapters concern Sacred Feasts and Observances, SLIDE

hopefully done with joy as well.  

These feasts help the Israelites remember their story 


and how God has been a faithful covenant partner 



to the covenant made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  SLIDE
The feast of Passover reminds them they were spared 


while the Egyptians died.  SLIDE
Unleavened Bread reminds them they left Egypt in such haste 


they had  no time to even let the Bread rise.  SLIDE
Feast of Trumpets reminded the people 


it was time to start preparing for the Day of Atonement 


and Feast of Tabernacles occurring in 10 days. SLIDE
Tabernacles retold their journey through the wilderness 


and God provision along the way.  SLIDE
The Day of Atonement was being made right with God for another year.

To help finish giving the year a rhythm of work and feasting, 


special days were also set aside SLIDE

growing in length with weekly sabbath, 


monthly new moon, 


sabbath year, 


and year of Jubilee.  

All four of these working on a multiple of 7 going from 7 days as in creation, 


28 days for phase of the moon, 


every 7th year, 


and Jubilee was after the 7 sets of 7 years 



making 50 the jubilee year.  SLIDE
These days allude to the fact that the Jewish year used a Lunar Calendar for months 


and Solar calendar for years.  

So every four years there is a Leap Month 


to make up the 354 days of the Lunar Calendar 


and keep the solar year on track.  



A fun exercise to explore another day.  

This rhythm of 7s brings structure to our lives, SLIDE

which every December 25-January 1 we realize we need.

Now to give some context 


to help us hear why the ritual is structured the way it is.  

Starting back at chapter 1, 


with all the offerings, 

we see a sliding scale SLIDE

instead of a set amount 



as we move from Bull, to goat, to lamb, to bird, 



and finally bread.  

This is a justice issue for God.  


If you have much, 


much will be asked.  

God's intention is never to make us go bankrupt 


or be unable to afford a right standing with him.  

We also are aware that in real life, 


we are all working with different settings.  

For some of us, SLIDE

$100 is like being a millionaire 


and to others it is what we tip.  

As we choose between a bull or bread to offer, 


the question is, SLIDE


which one makes us engage with the ritual?  

As we look at the preparation of the animal for sacrifice, 


there are a number of things that don't click for us SLIDE


unless we are holding the purity/impurity 



or life death pieces in the center of your sheet in tension with the acts.  

The pieces that bring life are valued 


and belong to God, 

the pieces that display death 


are removed.  

So when you pull out the liver and kidneys, SLIDE

those are considered to be the location of the inner person, 


their emotions and attitude.  



What we tend to refer to the heart.  

Other cultures would take these organs as well, 


and predict  the future 


or use for omens.  

The Israelites taking these signs 


and burning them without examination to God 



was a ritual way of saying, SLIDE



“In God we trust!” 




not some horoscope.  SLIDE
Verse 1:9 seems odd unless 


you are in the midst of butchering.  

Why wash the inner part and legs with water?  

But if you have ever run a fillet knife on a salmon, 


you know avoiding the stomach, 


intestines, and reproductive organs can be tricky.  

If there is fecal matter on the offering to God, SLIDE

that is unclean, 



that is not life but death.  


God does not dwell in the same space as death.  

Washing the legs 


was to get the bodily waste off the offering before the sacrifice.  

As we hear about the rest of the organs offered to God, 


they give life, 



so they are valued by him.

This is also why we are not to eat the blood 


or the fat of the animal.  

That is its source of life SLIDE

as God made clear in Genesis.  

God will take them back, 


because he was the source to start out with.

When we reach the bread making requirements, SLIDE

we hear that they are not to have yeast or honey, 


but should be salted.  

We know the lack of yeast 


from the Feast of the Unleavened bread 


and can make that connection.  

The honey however doesn't come up in that story.  


But another step back SLIDE


and the sugar from the honey 



and yeast in bread combine for fermentation, 


or a process decay SLIDE


that often in scripture is seen as a way to death.  

So those are kept out of the bread offered to God.  SLIDE
Salt however is a preservative, 


it prevents mold, 


brings life and taste to the bread, 



so it is welcomed.  


It sustains life.

This life giving aspect comes into play 


when we get to the gender of the offerings as well.  

We tend to hear things with our modern ears, SLIDE

so I invite you to consider the crab harvest.  

What gender do we throw back 


and which do we keep?  

We eat male crab, SLIDE

because 1 female carries 1.5-2.5 million eggs within it.  

She is more essential to the continuance of life 


than males 


and has greater value.  SLIDE
So when offerings are made for the frequent Restitution and Burnt offerings, 


we use a male.  SLIDE
Fellowship allows either male or female.  

The most severe 


and greatest threat to separation from God, 

the sin or purification offering SLIDE

requires a female.  


Partly because they hopefully are the least frequent of our offerings 


and partly because the offering of a female 



will carry the biggest weight.  

We are left to ask, SLIDE

what do we value more, 



this Ewe lamb or goat, 



or our relationship with God?  

Another point that was made in our study, 


was there was value and symbolism 



in the males being used for the restitution and burnt offerings,


in that they were demonstrating mercy 



in laying down their lives for others, 




so life could continue as our Lord and Savior did.  

However you hear this break down of gender of sacrifices, SLIDE

please carry the realities of farm life with it.

In the middle of all these slaughter house rules, 


we suddenly hit chapter 5 that switches gears on us.  SLIDE
We get four test cases that seem very random, 


jumping from not testifying, 


to accidentally touching something unclean, 


finishing with hastily entering an oath.  

We need to hear these as test cases 


and not coded law.  

They give credence to the reality SLIDE

that anytime and for anything



when we receive full knowledge of our sin, 



we need to be ready to repent.  

I know my apologies often sound like, SLIDE

“I am sorry I did this, 



but this, this 




and that were happening.  


The situation can remove my guilt 



is my thinking.  

In all four examples, 


when sin is learned about, 


discovered, 


or comes to ones attention, 

the circumstances don't matter, 


we are still guilty.  

We need to repent 


and make an offering to be right with God again. SLIDE  

Circumstances don't change the blemish of death upon us.

As we move to the Festivals and observances, 


I want to spend a little time with a world changing idea.  SLIDE
The year of Jubilee.  

You may have heard of this in the news 


because the Catholic Church just observed one in 2025, 



focusing on grace, forgiveness, and renewal.  

In 2023, 


I took my first Sabbatcial Year/4 months.  

When farmers do this, 


it is with reassurance that God will provide, 



just as we had 8 friends cover 13 Sundays 



providing a fuller worship 




than you would have gotten from me at that point.  

If we are living into this cycle, 


after the 7th Sabbatical Year, 


or 49 years, 



the 50th year would be a jubilee year.  SLIDE
A year of forgiving all debts 


and releasing all servants.  

Today, 


as we are more aware of generational wealth 


and how hard it is to rebuild once that is lost, 



we look at this Jubilee year 




as something that would transform power structures today.  

Not every generation in our families 


had the same hand dealt to them.  

So imagine the balance 


if we all got a reset every 50 years?  


If our mistakes and debts disappeared with the change of a calendar.  

In incorporating this system, SLIDE

nothing was sold permanently, 


but always prorated to the year of jubilee.  

So some of the issues of people taking advantage of others are removed.  

This act reminded everyone, SLIDE

that the gifts they had came from God 


and returned to God.  

Every 50 years seems like a good period of time for a reminder.

These rituals and celebrations 


worked throughout the year 



to remind and make permanent in Israel's mind


 that they were here because of God, 


that God had done so much to draw near to them, 



and had let them know how to continue growing close with God 




so that relationship could remain alive and be more permanent  




instead of dying.  

Because God desired life for us 


and our relationship with him, 



not death.

These rituals all reflect that reality.
