Parishes of Dromara and Drumgooland

Fr Peter McNeill Tel: 028 4065 0207 Emergency Tel: 07969 403762
Email: dromaradrumgooland@dromorediocese.org Web: www.dromaradgooland.org

20" Sunday in ordinary time

17" August 2025
Weekend Masses Collections Dromara Drumgooland
Sat 6:00pm Dechomet  7:30pm Leitrim Parish £720 £1,850
Sun 9:00am Gargory 11:00am Dromara Priest £592 £1,344

Weekday Masses
Mon 9.00am Leitrim 7:30pm Dechomet
Tues 9:00am Dromara
Wed 7:30pm Leitrim

Fri  7:30pm Dromara
‘We pray for our recently deceased

=

ANNIVERSARIES

Leitrim
Meta & Jackie Mooney

Cahal Keown
Bernard Cunningham

Qm’ggzz :l[
Brigid, Michael, Leonard & Liam King
Mark McEvoy

Sat 16th
Sat 23

Sun 17th
Sun 24th

Dromara

Sun 17tr McKenny Family (Artana)

Sun 24t Elizabeth McCoubry (Derry)
Alice Lundy & Deceased Members of
McCann & Mageean Families
Molly, Tom & Padraig McMullan &
Maira McMullan-Grogan

Dechomet

Sat 23«4 Barry Gibbons MM

SVP contact numbers
Dromara 07738 838191/ Drumg 07825 419067

Diocesan Director of Safeguarding
Stephen Sherry 073 0124 6329
safeguardingdirector@dromorediocese.org

Safeguarding Officer
Kate Mooney 079 5198 1888
kmooney(@aracoeli.com

Figures include Jul standing orders
Thank you for your continued contributions

"We welcome into Drumgooland Parish
Zacth Martin Gracey

Day of Prayer and Reflection for Gaza
Sun 24th August
Archbishop Eamon Martin is calling on
all parishes to set aside Sun 24t Aug, as a
day of prayer and reflection for Gaza and
for a renewed commitment by the
international community for a just and
lasting peace in the Middle East.
Sadly, since June, the situation in Gaza has
become steadily worse. The people there
continue to be cruelly crushed by hunger,
violence, death and destruction.

He joins the heartfelt appeal of Pope Leo XIV
this week for “a ceasefire, the release of
hostages, and full respect for international
humanitarian law.”

As the Holy Father said, “Every human being
has an intrinsic dignity bestowed by God Himself.”
Please join in a time of prayer and reflection in
your parish and homes on Sat 23rd & Sun 24th
Light a candle in your family home or local parish
church; attend Mass; spend time in the church;
pray the Rosary; make some small personal
penance or sacrifice, and on that day let the light
of hope radiate out from the island of Ireland for
peace, for Gaza and for the future of its people.

The Old Testament: Jesus’s Bible
The historical books of the Old Testament
cover the period from the return from
Egypt into the promised land until the
return from the exile in Babylon.

Joshua
This book shows God’s faithfulness in giving
the Israelites the inheritance of land he had
promised. God acts through Joshua, and the
chosen people cross the Jordan and begin the
gradual capture of the promised land. At this
point Isarel renews the covenant with Yahweh.
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20TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Sunday-ﬂg/[v-Message

THE WORD

Waar €« 1T August 2025 » Colour: Green  Psalber Wesk 4

e Sl

*

Jesusis on hisway to Jerusalem and crucifixion. He has been preparing his disciples

forwhat lies ahead.

Today's Gospel can be divided Into twa parts. In the fret, Jesus expresses his despest desles
and, In e sacond, he prepares his followsars far the shaking of thelr falth's foundations that will

lie ahead.

There ame twa clear Images Inthe first section - the blazing fire cast on the earth and the

unlque baptism Jesus IS about to undenga.

*| have come to cast fire on the arth, and now | wish |t was alneady ablaze.” he says. Luke
wsas the symigal of fire In two different senses. In some cases, fire stands 25 a symbol of
divine udgmant. in cthers, Ik represants the Holy Spirk who comes down on the disciples

at Pentecost 35 tangues of fire. Elljah waE the Niery prophet of the Ol Testament. When a
Sarmaritan town refuses o recalve Jesus and his disclples, James and Johin wonder should
they command fire to Tzl from heaven and consume them (Luke 9:54), Jesus refuses the offar
but there are other places In the Gospel whers ha nimsaif uses fre 25 a symbol of the coming
Judgment. If we read the verss In today's Sospel N this g2nse, It means that Jesus longs far
‘the final judgment of God that'wil be associzted with his death and resurracton. It 15 nat a
destructive judgment, however, but a Ie-ghving ane In which the fire of the Spirtt will renew the

fagce of the earth

Jesus then speaks of a baptism he must recelve and that he 15 In ‘great distress’ untl he

has recelved IL. It Is Important not 10 confuse this baptism with a religlous riiual such as that
perfarmed by Jonn the Baptist. In Greek, baptism Iterally means to b2 dipped, submenged, or
evan drowned. The bagtlsm that awalts Jesus I death. He must abandon himeself to It tatally
Ik= & persan beng drowned In g2ep waters. This prospect Nlis RIm with angulsh and distress.

The segond part of the Gospel concems the disclples. If Jesus ks to face ceath, they must be
rezdy to face dvislon and opposttion even within thel own familles. That ks the cost they must
pay for foliowing him. Families themeehves will be dvided over thelr alleglance to Jesus. They
need to be awars that following him falthfully comes &t @ price. They need to be prepared to

paythe cost. W

REFLECT
WEy night when | was growing up, we
E prayed the family Rosary. at the end of
which ather prayers were added One
of these began “Gentle Jesus, mask and
mild, come &t me a litde chikd.”

It portrays an Image of Jesus as saft and
retiring, the type of chap wha wouldn't swat
afly. | 62kl It, 36 | ald 5o Mmary prayers,
withaut really dwelling on the words.

Geante meek and miid s ona |I'I"I-igE||’l'EfTE]|'

nave of JesUs, but It s not acourate. Thers IS
ﬂl:ltrif'rg 50T or submiselve about the Jesus

of the Gospels.

Amesk and mild Jasus would never have
attracted criticlsm from the powers that be.
A meek and mild Jesus would never have

been s2en a5 a threat o the esablished
religkaue and seclal onder. A meek and mikd
Jesus would never hawe been amested and
execLted s a dangerous rabble-rousear.

But this Is what happened to Jesus of
Mazareth.

JEsUS Epake the Tuth — at whataver the
costto Nimselt. He preached a megsage of
tolerance, forgveness and Incluslon that
upset many. He challenged Injustice and
greed He sald the law should ba atthe
EETvice of peaple and not the other way
around, which annayed the legalists. And he
offered E[‘I|I'I13gE'DTEDHEE nok a remote and
distant UE"Z]' WHOEE name caukd not even

be utterad, but a6 a loving parent we should
arddress Intimately.

Today's Gospel reminds us that Chrstianity |6
not a cosy, comfartabie, umdemanding ralglon.
EInveives sometimes having to make nard
chalces, cholces that cost.

SAY
“Lard, | thank you for the gift of

faith. Mever let me weaken in my
cormmitment to it. Amen ™

Thirk abaut your falth, How does it Impact an
your Ife day-to-day™ Do=s It costyau Inany
real way?

Say the words of the creed with exira
corviction taday, aware that this ks your faith,
and aware of the demands that llving the faith
makes on you.

JeEus upsst the rellglous and social
applecart. That's why he ended up on
a cross. That's why he could never be
described a5 mesk and mild.

And that's the Jesus we mest in taday's
Gospel Do you EUpDase that | am hers

1o bring peace on earth? N, | tell you, but
rather divislon.” And he talks of househoks
being diviged and family members at oods
awer him and his message.

It |6 & 6iark reminder to his disciples and o
uE: Follewing Jesus means having to make
hard chiokces. it Means sometimes naving
10 o agalnst popular oplnlon; sometmsas it
means geing against our fends and even
our family. B



