PREDICTIONS – AUGUST 2006

Once again, I have searched high and low for the proper way to begin the Predictions e-mail for the 2006 Myrtle Beach Birdie Championship.  As is usually the case, I figured I would take a look back, especially given that we have reached our 10th anniversary.  I think we are all a bit stunned, not that we’ve made it 10 years (although that is a bit surprising), but more so that 10 years have gone by.  I think we all get the same reaction from other people when we simply explain the trip to them and the fact that we’ve been doing it for 10 years.

I know we’ve done this before, but I was trying to figure out where we all were 10 years ago (I’m sure I’ll get several things wrong)… 

Scott had finished his first year of law school and had just moved out of his parents’ home and into an apartment in Baltimore with Vanessa and some guy from Taiwan.  He was still driving his white Volkswagen Jetta that he had for the last two years at Penn State.  He had spent the summer umpiring little league baseball.  He and Sandy Cordell were just friends.
Droz was dating a young lady he’d met at Penn State named Samantha Zell (sp?).  I believe Droz was living and working in Manhattan and was still considering going to law school.  Haley Drossner was not even a glint in young Drossner’s eye.  Droz was still eating salty foods.
Paul Rovner was living at home and working for Deloitte and Touche.  I think we’ve gone round and round about this one, but I believe things had ended with Stacy and he may have already met a young lady from Penn State named Lisa Dressner.  The thought of Jenna Rovner did not even exist.  Robin Rovner, and Eric Rovner for that matter, were still free agents.
Dan Hoelke was living at home and working for Black Box (?).  He was either dating Lynn or some chick with a baby… whichever one it was didn’t matter, because Mrs. Hoelke didn’t approve of either of them.  Most importantly, he had not yet started working for Heinz and he had not yet met a young lady named Nicole Grande.  He still was in possession of a nice pair of Winnie The Pooh boxer shorts.   
What else was going on in 1997…? I did a little research…

Perhaps the most significant event that occurred in 1997 actually happened only a few weeks after we returned from our inaugural trip… Princess Diana and her boyfriend were killed in a car accident in Paris in the early morning hours of August 31.

On television, Buffy the Vampire Slayer, The Practice and Ally McBeal made their debuts, while Married… With Children, Martin, Roseanne and Beavis and Butt-head ended their runs.

Titanic, The Lost World – Jurassic Park and Men In Black were the top films at the box office.  Other movies that were released in 1997 included Good Will Hunting and the 1st Austin Powers movie, International Man of Mystery.

“MMMBop” from a group of kids known as Hanson, was one of the more popular songs from that year behind songs such as “My Heart Will Go On” from Titanic and Candle In the Wind for Princess Diana by Elton John.

Nintendo 64 was the latest gaming console.

In the sports world, it was the first year that interleague baseball was played.  The Florida Marlins defeated the Cleveland Indians in 7 games to win the World Series.  Nomar Garciaparra and Scott Rolen were named Rookies of the Year.  The Arizona Wildcats defeated the Kentucky Wildcats to win the NCAA basketball tournament.  It was the inaugural season of the WNBA (I’m willing to bet everything I own that we will outlast the WNBA).  Michael Jordan and the Chicago Bulls beat the Utah Jazz to win their second NBA title in a row for the second time in the ‘90’s.  Mike Tyson bit off a portion of Evander Holyfield’s ear and was disqualified and later fined and suspended.  The Green Bay Packers defeated the New England Patriots in the Super Bowl.  The Detroit Red Wings swept the Philadelphia Flyers to win the Stanley Cup.  Tiger Woods was 21-years-old and won The Masters for the first time, Ernie Els the U.S. Open, Justin Leonard the British Open and Davis Love, III the PGA Championship.  After beating Texas in the Fiesta Bowl on January 1, 1997, the Nittany Lions played Florida in the Citrus Bowl after the 1997 season and were embarrassed 21-6.  The Nittany Lion Basketball team would make a solid run in ’97-’98 season and make it all the way to the finals of the NIT tournament before losing to Minnesota.
In addition to Princess Diana, the following people died in 1997:  Notorius B.I.G., Jimmy Stewart, Gianni Versace (murdered by a serial killer in Florida), Mother Theresa, Burgess Meredith (yo, Mick) John Denver (plane crash) and Chris Farley.
So, that was a look back at the way things were, and now it’s time to make a few predictions about how things are going to turn out in the 2006 Myrtle Beach Birdie Championship:

#1
When we pile into the rental car at the airport (and any other time for that matter) I will sit in the driver’s seat, Dan will sit shotgun, Droz will sit behind me and Paul will sit behind Dan.
A no-brainer, I know, and Dan actually stole my thunder for this one a few weeks ago when we were talking about the rental car.  For some reason, this makes me chuckle, because I don’t think there have been many, if any, seat changes in the past 10 years.  The only seat that there was ever really any discussion about was who would sit in the driver’s seat.  That became me after the first year when I could not stand Paul’s complete lack of direction and his “stop, go, speed up, slow down” driving method.  Other than Paul’s failed attempts to get us from the airport to the Mystic Sea the only other time that I can remember someone else driving was after the Southern Elegance when we went to Crocodile Rocks and I let Droz drive because he was the least drunk ( he certainly wasn’t sober…)  Amazingly, there has never been any “shotgun” disputes, which is unusual when you have 4 guys together and even more strange is Droz and Paul’s “assigned” seats in the back.

#2
I will NOT be asking you guys to be in my wedding
Despite rumors and premonitions by several people to the contrary, Sandy and I are not engaged.  I’m sure it will be a hot topic of conversation, but do not expect me to be making any formal presentations requesting that you be a part of my wedding party.  Yes, I did ask you last year, but that was to keep the tradition going, and since there was no actual wedding for you to be in, it doesn’t count.

#3
This will be a record year for birdies!
While all evidence suggests otherwise, I believe this will be a record year for the number of birdies in numerous categories.  In other words, I believe there will be a plethora of birdies, and, as a result, this will be the greatest MBBC ever.  Most would likely disagree with this prediction since it appears that ALL of the players are as unprepared as they’ve ever been for an MBBC.  Even our champion as played much less than he normally in preparation for the MBBC.  However, as you’ll see in the odds, I believe this year’s schedule sets up nicely for some impressive numbers.  We’re familiar with all but one of the courses, the weather should not be a factor, and I just get the feeling that everything will come together and the birdies will come for everyone at a record pace.  I expect each player to tie or better their personal best for birdies in one year (Dan – 8, Scott – 6, Droz/Paul – 4), the group record total (17) will be shattered, and the record for most birdies by the group on one course (6 – Barefoot Love) will also fall.

#4
Someone will have a hole-in-one!!
It wouldn’t be the predictions e-mail without my favorite prediction.  It would seem that this year would be the most likely time for someone to have a hole-in-one… it’s our 10th anniversary and we are extremely familiar with all of the courses but the opening round (actually, I should say that Dan, Droz and I are familiar with the course, Paul knows we’ve played them before but he probably couldn’t tell you a thing about any of the holes.)  The only problem I could see about a hole-in-one would be if it were to happen on Saturday because that would mean after a rough night on Friday and 36 holes on Saturday, we would all need to rally for the insanity that would be that night.  If possible, I would suggest acing on any other day but Saturday or Tuesday…

#5
Shelly AND Leah will be back at Crocodile Rocks
Yet another of what could actually be considered a pipedream rather than a heartfelt prediction, and a sure-fire way of guaranteeing that this does not happen, but I’ll go ahead and predict it anyway.  It would certainly be a moment for the ages and could only lead to some uncomfortable moments for the two of them.  At a minimum the, what I would consider downright silly, debate over which of them is hotter could be resolved.  More likely it would lead to one of us (likely me) being kicked out of Crocodile Rocks for leering or making suggestive comments or inappropriately touching one of them.  Obviously, there is no chance of this happening and, in fact, it’s entirely more likely that neither of them will be there, which means we’ll have to find a new girl to stalk and compare to the great Croc waitresses of the past, but more importantly, we will have to pay for all of our rounds of drinks.

#6
At some point, while we’re driving somewhere, somebody (likely Dan) will point at a group of holes seen from the road and say, “Hey, what course is that?” which will lead to a discussion of which course it is and ultimately lead to someone pulling out the cartoon map to figure out which one it is.
This happens EVERY year and I would say that it happens at least 2-3 times per year.  It is probably the most frequently asked question besides, “Scott, do you know how to get there?” and “What time’s our tee time?”  I guarantee it will happen on the drive from the airport to Long Bay because we’ll be going out to an area we’ve only been once before (for Diamond Back), so we’re not as familiar with the courses and there are 2 or 3 that you can see from the road.  9 times out of 10 this question comes from Dan, once out of 10 it comes from Droz and it never comes from Paul because he doesn’t care what course it is.  I usually say with some conviction what the course is, Dan tends to agree with me and then someone checks the cartoon map and it turns out I have no idea what I’m talking about.

#7
Paul and Scott will defeat Dan and Droz in the first-ever Myrtle Beach Match Play Championship.
You’ll see more of an explanation of the reasons for this prediction in the odds e-mail, but you need look no further than the Woods/Rovner win in the Par 3 Match Play Championship several years ago.  A better prediction might be whether this idea actually comes to fruition (I think it will), whether it will make it through the entire week (again, I think it will) and whether it will become as popular as the birdie championship (I don’t think anything could ever become that popular, but I think it will approach its popularity.)

#8
On Saturday afternoon at Barefoot Resort, after lunch and before playing our afternoon round, we will all go into the palace that is the Barefoot men’s room to do our thing, have a conversation while were all sitting there and then leave one of us still there talking because he doesn’t realize the rest of us have left.
Every year I tab one of these as one of my favorites and this may be my favorite for this year, especially since I just thought of it and it’s making me laugh hysterically as I wrote it.  This may be one of the most underrated moments of the MBBC, even though it happens EVERY year and it is absolutely hysterical.  It starts off as a gaseous musical before turning into some retarded conversation between the four of us.  I only wish I could see the looks on the faces of any other people already in there.  At some point, myself, Dan or Droz ask if anyone can “spare a square…” It’s usually very funny.

#9
No one will shoot over 100.
A dangerous prediction with this crew, especially since I’m good for triple digits at least once a year, and especially as pointed out previously no one seems to be very well prepared and especially since score doesn’t matter… It used to be my favorite prediction that Paul would never shoot below 100 or that he would never beat me, but over ten years he’s gotten better and I noticed in the stats that he did not shoot over 100 last year.  In fact, I was the only one to have a round over 100 and that was the disaster at TPC.  I don’t believe there has ever been a year when somebody didn’t shoot over 100 at least once, so this would be pretty impressive.

#10
I will take the lead from Droz in our stroke-play duel
I believe I am currently trailing Droz by 8 strokes due largely to last year’s debacle at TPC (see my last prediction.)  While I am focused squarely on winning the birdie championship, I am also focused on catching and passing Droz in our challenge.  I expect at least a 16 stroke turn-around, meaning I will be leading by at least 8 strokes at the end of the tournament.

Once again, I have completed this absolutely frustrating e-mail and once again I am vowing never to write it again.  I think I’ve predicted everything that can possibly be predicted.  I guess if you guys want more, I’ll try to come up with some more stuff for MBBC XI.  I know some are probably frustrated by the fact that I waited until Monday afternoon to get these out rather than Monday morning, but there is a good part to it… if you’d gotten them this morning we’d still be four full days away, but now today’s pretty much over and we’re down to just over 3 days away.  Hope you enjoyed them.  Odds will be out tomorrow sometime, and then we’ll only be a little over 2 days away.  See you in Charlotte, I mean Atlanta.  
