WARREN COUNTY (PEQUEST RIVER)
MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY
MINUTES
February 28, 2017
Chairman Chamberlain called the regular meeting of the Warren County (Pequest River)
Municipal Utilities Authority to order at 8:03 p.m. The meeting was held at the Authority’s
Administration building located at 199 Foul Rift Road, Belvidere, New Jersey.
Roll Call:
Chad Chamberlain, Chairman
Morris Scott, Jr., Vice Chairman
Laurel Napolitani, Secretary
Robert Piazza, Treasurer
Sidney Deutsch
Drew Kiszonak
Everdina O’Connor
Philip Rosenberg

Donald Niece Absent

Also, in attendance were:
Brian Tipton, Esq., Authority Legal Counsel; Stephen Donati, P.E., Authority Engineer; Kim
Francisco, Authority Fiscal Officer; Billy J. Wauhop, Authority Consultant; and Patricia
Kaspereen, Administrative Assistant.
Chairman Chamberlain read the Introductory Statement.
MINUTES
Mr. Scott moved and Mr. Piazza seconded to approve the minutes of the January 18, 2017
regular meeting, as presented. The motion passed. Roll call was as follows:
Mr. Deutsch
Mr. Kiszonak
Ms. Napolitani
Mr. Niece
Ms. O’Connor

Yes
Yes
Yes
Absent
Yes

Mr. Piazza
Mr. Rosenberg
Mr. Scott
Chairman Chamberlain

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Mr. Scott moved and Mr. Kiszonak seconded to approve the minutes of the January 18, 2017
executive session, as presented. The motion passed. Roll call was as follows:
Mr. Deutsch
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Mr. Kiszonak
Ms. Napolitani
Mr. Niece
Ms. O’Connor

Yes
Yes
Absent
Yes

Mr. Rosenberg
Mr. Scott
Chairman Chamberlain

Yes
Yes
Yes

CORRESPONDENCE
Ms. Napolitani recapped the correspondence listed below:
1.

A letter dated January 25, 2017, to the Authority reminding the MUA to submit Right to
Know Surveys no later than July 15, 2017.

2.

A letter dated January 26, 2017, from Ms. Kaspereen, Administrative Assistant, to the
NJDEP submitting the OEO-002 and Contractor’s Procurement Activity for Contract
#16-01.

3.

A letter dated January 27, 2017, from Mr. Wauhop, Authority Consultant, to the NJDEP
submitting the Annual Wastewater Beneficial Reuse Report for 2016 for the Belvidere
STP.

4.

A letter dated February 6, 2017, from the NJDEP to the Authority (NJPDES Permittee)
providing notice of the FY2017 Annual Fee Report and Assessment of Fees.

5.

A copy of Resolution 75-17, dated February 8, 2017, from the Warren County Board of
Chosen Freeholders to the Authority including letters dated February 9, 2017, sent to Mr.
Deutsch and Mr. Kiszonak reappointing them to the WCMUA Board.

6.

A letter dated February 13, 2017, from Mr. Withers, Environmental Compliance
Manager, Russell Reid, to Ms. Kaspereen enclosing a Consent of Generator form for an
agreement between Russell Reid and Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission.

7.

A letter dated February 15, 2017, from Mr. O’Connell, Field Rep, Public Contracts
Section, Division of Wage & Hour Compliance, NJDEP to Mr. Wauhop regarding the NJ
Prevailing Wage Act and Thomas Controls, Inc.

8.

A letter dated February 15, 2017, from Chiman Antala, Project Manager, Department of
Transportation, State of New Jersey, to Ms. Kaspereen, enclosing copies of a proposed
Utility Engineering & Construction Agreement between the NJDOT and the WCMUA
for the Route 31 Bridge over Furnace Brook project.

9.

A memo from the MEL to Public Officials regarding Online Training.

10.

A letter dated February 24, 2017, from Mr. Mikulka, C.P.M., Senior Project Manager, CP
Engineers to Ms. Martin, Municipal Finance & Construction Element, NJDEP, enclosing
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a REVISED Payment Requisition Package #32 (State’s - #31), seeking reimbursement
from the NJEIF Program for Contract No. 12-01: Oxford Area WWTF Upgrade Project.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
At approximately 8:10 p.m., Mr. Scott moved and Mr. Rosenberg seconded to adopt Resolution
#17-10, to enter into an executive session to discuss a contract matter and a personnel matter.
All in favor, motion carried.
At 9:07 p.m., Mr. Kiszonak moved and Mr. Scott seconded to return to open session. All in
favor, motion carried.
Mr. Scott made a motion to increase the base salary of Nick Codis by $2,000. Mr. Piazza
seconded. The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
CFO’S REPORT
Mr. Francisco was filling in for Mr. Olshefski who was feeling unwell.
He presented and explained the annual amended Cash Management Plan.
Mr. Scott moved to adopt Resolution #17-11, adopting the amended Cash Management Plan.
Ms. O’Connor seconded. The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
First quarter payments were due on February 1, 2017, from users for sewerage treatment charges.
However, we did not receive payment from the Township of White until February 21st.
Although, we have the ability to charge interest, this is the first time they have been late. Mr.
Olshefski suggested to Mr. Francisco that he would give White Township a friendly reminder
(by phone) of the due dates and the potential for interest to be applied, but as a courtesy, the
Authority will not do so this time.
Regarding the monthly financial report, we are only one month into the year. Mr. Francisco
explained the report in more detail.
GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT
Mr. Tipton said the Consent of Generator document submitted by Russell Reid, needs to be
endorsed by the Authority. This has been done in the past and is non-negotiable. The MUA is
the generator of waste that Russell Reid hauls to Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission for
disposal.
Mr. Scott moved and Mr. Deutsch seconded for the Authority to endorse the Consent of
Generator document for the agreement between Russell Reid and PVSC. The motion passed
unanimously on a roll call
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ENGINEER’S REPORT
Mr. Donati distributed his report prior to the meeting.
Proposed Washington Twp. Development: It appears this project is moving forward. CP
Engineers completed the engineering study for the Fairway Valley Community Association,
confirming that their system can handle the additional flow. Negotiations are going forward
with the developer.
Route 31 Bridge over Furnace Brook: The NJDOT sent us an agreement for the Authority to
sign, which sets forth the provisions under which we work with the DOT and their consultant
and the reimbursement to the Authority.
Mr. Scott moved to adopt Resolution #17-12, authorizing the execution of an agreement with the
NJDOT for services related to the Rt. 31 Bridge over Furnace Brook. Ms. Napolitani seconded.
The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
Oxford Upgrade Phase 2: Progress is status quo. A progress meeting was held with Tom Bartha
to discuss outstanding items. Two Work Directives have been issued; we are waiting for cost
information from the contractor in order to prepare the formal Change Orders. A third Work
Directive was discussed at the meeting, regarding the replacement of some existing fencing. Mr.
Wauhop explained this in more detail. Altogether, the change orders will be in the range of
$20,000.
Mr. Donati presented Change Order #1 for Contract #16-01; this extends the contract time by
120 days.
Mr. Rosenberg moved to adopt Resolution #17-13, authorizing the Chairman to execute Change
Order #1 for Contract #16-01 with Tom Bartha Excavating to extend the Contract Time by 120
days. Mr. Rosenberg seconded and the motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
Substantial completion is now May 11, 2017.
There is a payment request in for approval this evening for $129,627.03 for work performed in
November.
Warren Haven Pump Stations Rehab, Contract #15-03: Project is waiting for a break in the
weather. Shop drawings are being reviewed. A couple more are due.
AUTHORITY CONSULTANT
Mr. Wauhop distributed his report prior to the meeting.
Belvidere plant: He recapped maintenance items performed during the month. A new control
panel and floats were installed at the South Water Street Pump Station. The operators added 24
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bags of sand to the sand-filter, emptied the #2 FST, and jet washed the entire tank. The
following were replaced: the pump head on the polymer pump, the Little Giant Pump in the
scum pit, and the GFI outlet on the #2 FST.
Oxford plant: Mr. Wauhop recapped maintenance items performed during the month. PVC
piping was installed for the new Aluminum Chloride container in the new chemical shed. Russ
continues to work on the new tractor. All the pump stations were cleaned and floats greased.
The bearings on both disc filter shafts were greased.
Under general business, work continues on wasting and decanting to reduce sludge hauling at the
Belvidere plant.
Mr. Wauhop is planning summer projects for both plants. At the Belvidere plant, $15,000 was
previously authorized for a new auger to be placed in the grease pit for removal of debris coming
down the county line. Install a timer for continuous wasting to the #2 FST. Install handrails on
the new storage tank cover. Install two gates in the existing fence to make snow plowing and
mowing easier. He has a quote for the gates but will obtain more. At the Oxford plant, the
generator room will be completely cleaned out and painted.
There were fatal defects with both bids submitted for the Chemical Contract #17-01. In order to
rebid, all bids must be formally rejected for legal deficiencies and submissions.
Mr. Scott moved to rejects all bids for legal deficiencies and submissions for Chemical Contract
#17-01 that were opened on February 22, 2017. Ms. O’Connor seconded. The motion passed
unanimously on a roll call vote.
Lastly, Mr. Wauhop spoke of a matter that took place years ago with NJ American Water at a
home in Spring Meadows in Oxford. Mr. Benbrook, the attorney for the Plaintiffs, sent a letter
to all parties in January. It appears the JIF may have paid $4,600 on that claim. Ms. Kaspereen
gave this information to Ms. Cooper, who is following up on the matter. Mr. Rosenberg offered
to follow up with the attorney and report back at our next meeting.
FINANCE (Treasurer)
Mr. Piazza moved that Resolution #17-14 (Certificate No. 367: $63,061.99) be approved to pay
all bills from the Operating Fund, as presented. Mr. Scott seconded. The motion passed
unanimously on a roll call vote.
Mr. Piazza moved that Resolution #17-15 (Certificate No. 375: $152,841.18) be approved to pay
all bills from the Capital Improvements Fund as presented. Mr. Scott seconded. The motion
passed unanimously on roll call vote.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
There was no unfinished business.
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NEW BUSINESS
There was no new business.
PUBLIC COMMENT
There was no public present.
As there was no more business to come before the Authority, Mr. Scott moved and Ms.
O’Connor seconded that the meeting be adjourned. All in favor, motion carried. The meeting
was adjourned at 9:34 p.m.

__________________
Patricia Kaspereen
Administrative Assistant

WCMUA minutes

6

February 28, 2017

