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WHO OWNS HISTORY? Page 1
The eternal question of the ownershilp of prehistoric oxr

historic artifacts will prubably rage until Judgement day or until
thore are no more artifacts to sccuire. Much has bteen written about
the legal aspects of the gassiron, and the propulgaied law vacies
wicely from state to s¥aic, A0 artisle in ~he PLalNE aNTHEOPOLOGIST
for May, 1960, by Dr. agogine and Sally Sacha, ciearly points out
»f the inacdequaies of stats iaw 1n thls 1espache In summary
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3% caa be sald “hav aost Laws coapLesely miss ¢he important meoral
izsuz of the questican. Nost of the laws atiempt vo ubiain for some
ghate Instivuticn « prticn of the luot recovered frum sites within

Clet =
tha asats. Tney compieheiy overluok the basic aspects of the real
value of the zaveriels, namsly the informatilon thoy caa provide

The 4ime beas long since passed when the archasviogist
nesd biuvsh ab ke gqusstlion, "What good is arcnaeodiogy?® Thers has
alweys Lsew a volid answer, of course, but generaiiy the pecpuie
wnu zsk such questions are not tou receptive t¢ avral, aesihetic, or
idenitabic reasuning. They seek 'practicel" justiileation. That
Justitication is wow abundantly availabie. For example, there .ls the
probloe of palsvcilmatology which has reveived such Ilmpatus and
guppcat from a*ch&addogf We can understand the ciizate of the past
Inedliaht of 3+s erfect on man better than in any other way. The
picture in cl mato;; r is one of ever shortening time spans, and a
clear picture oI uytflc change is appareat, ' It seems aitogether
likely that enother "ice age" will come one day, end inevitadly &
Liga temporature; or altithermal, cycle. These can be of cirucial
impertande %o mankinde The extremity of the climate during the
last altishermal is apparent from the scanty evidence' of man in the.
interior of the country at this time. and from the compiete extince
tion of a munber of species of animalse.

4 second, and in every way more important, “prac*ical"
result of archasological reseswch 1s its interpretation in the
hande of the anthropoicgiste Here. more than any ctaer discipiine,
nan takes an objective iaok at himseif, Houre. in the scieuce of
anthromo.ogy, wan 1.8 exnmined as tc his culiural vehavior, his
cuituro: gruwth, and his technological advaaces. He is exmmined for
what he .2, or has heen, rether than what somsvae 4hirnks he should
be. ar‘ILcm.. 8y wg the etudy cf man &s he is, and there is no
arguienteticn abouy wiether he is "gocd? or "bad! or wicther he
Pa.nuh*" ne different. Here, then, in this objective approach, is
the owly neal hope ¢f understaading man and the probiems he creates
for hiuselfe. And it ig only througa such study thet any hops cf a
goiuclon o mans problems wiil comse Surely hen, this is & west
Ypractical' contriduticon thah archeeciogy makes when it suppiies
informatiun about man-e¢ past ¥o the anthrupcliogiste I sone Ways,
at leas%, archasological iaforation »s »ar veiter then a weitiea
history, for Hstory is alwaye seen through *he eyes of an individual,
and such syes see With limited vision. archaeviogical records are
often less complete in some ways than historical records, but they
are usually more objective, and, in themselves, never 11e.
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A couple of answers to the quastion of the "good" of
archaeology have been mentioned above, but these are not the best
answer. The best answer is one that could be given in regard to
any ‘investigation which is persued in an objective, scientific
manner. That answer is simply that every "practicall study is the
end result of research which was originally without practical aims,
and which had no promise of producing anything worthwhile. 4t the
same time, almost every piece of "pure' research that was started
suffieiently 1ong ago has produced some practical results. It seems
that kncwladge has & way of paying off in unexpected ways, and that
man has & flair for turning .a plece of information to a useful end,
When ‘Thales, around ‘600 Bs Ce, wrote that a piece of amber, when
rubbed with wool, devéloped the pbwer of attracting small lint fidbres,
he certainly. dldn!t envis;on atomic energy, or electric lights, or
television, Yet that obSerVation, and its subsequent persuit by
j‘people with no “practlcal“ aims in ‘sight, was the necessary and
direct ancestor to our gigantlc electrical and electronic industry,

, the largest and fasteat growing of all industries in this country.’
‘. - . The legal quastion of ‘the ownership of historical and’
prehzstorical re¢;cs found .on or in the ground has been glven many
interpretations, -In Wyoming, the artifacts are considered natural
resources and belong essentially to the landowners In Oklahoma,
artifacts.are _congidered public property regardless of land owner-
_ shipe.. In. both cases, however, the legal interpretation is glanted
toward the acquisition of such materials for museums, The whole
question of. the information content of a site is ignored. The moral
questlon involved 1s overlookeds - s
_ ~ .The question of thg ownership of artifacts is entirely
gecondary 4. the owrership of hiatcry, Artifacts, in context. are
a page in history, a page that is not usable until carefully. read
‘and’ interpréted. The' question of ownership of artifacts cannot be
divorced from the fact that the removal of those artifacts destroys
part of the historicsl record. If the record is adequately replaced,
little is lost, if not, history will be incomplete¢ The question,
then, becomes =~ - "Who owns history?" e scorn the dictator who
burns the old history books and rewrlites history to suit his ends,
‘but where is the difference between the dictator and the collectoy
‘who: destroys history to sult hig- Gollection? ‘Wie feel that the mere
~ownership of a hiqtory book or a printzng press does not justify the
 destruction of the history in the book, or the rewriting of history
'in a new book. JNhy then, should the ownership of a piece of land
- determine who shall have the right to erase & few pages of history?
History balongs Tightly to 21l the people of all the world, now and
forever, who may have need of its information. '
: i Ironically. the .carcless collector robs himself as well
as his chlldren and’ neighborse When he loots & site, he robs him~
-self of a small niche in history as the discoverer of a site, and
trades that bit of immortallty for g collection of materials which
has 1lost most of Wts. meaning. ‘When the collection, without an
adequate record, passes on to the -collector's heira. it ig of even
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less value, and is soon disaipaxed to. other collectors, to whom it
" ds still less meaningful..  Soon it ‘is absorbed anl- goney, and nothing
remains to- show the origlnal owner'a part in history or the fad of
collection. Gl
"Many collectors say thab they are admirers of art and
’ wbrkmanShip, .and these values have exiatence apart from the historical
51gp1f*cance of the maxerials. This might Weli be -true,. dbut it is
'only necessary to loock at their collections %o aee that they do not
appreciate their items for their artistrys Sueh collections are
' almost never dlsplaye& as art or handioraft objects. They ars often
thrown together in boxes or arranged in large mmbers in picture
franess MNone of, them ig.displayed as would be a ‘properly appreciated
_object of arts In stead they are displayed. in numbers as though.
they deriVed their value from qpantlty rather than' quality.
: . However much' we may criticize the pot~hunter for his
meaningless callectzng, the .archacologist must not be allowed to
., rest on his laurelss The records are full of reports of bungled
investigations, inadequate research, and pointless procedures. Too
‘often the archaeologist has ignored the wants of the other professions
in the same” way that the: epllector has ignored the archaeologist's
needs. Often, the impertant. palynologlcal, paleontological. geologi-
cal, and other fields aré ignored, and the site is worked only for
- its immediate cultural content and 1mplications. Such operations
are no Toie -excusable ‘than those of. the . pothunter.
: e ‘The archaecologist, as well as the collector, must be
always aware that history is the property of everybody, and that all
forms of information are valuable; and may. not be wantonly destroyed
for some narrow purpose. Most of man's’ troubles are self-created,
and it is probably not too ‘sweeping a generalization to say that a
vast majority of his wars, crimes, and conflicts stem from simple
disregard for the feelings and needs of the other people who share
this worlde Could we do better than make a consclous effort to
aid this most important research? Could have any higher aspiration
' than to add a fragment of information to the fund of knowledge of
the anthropologist who may one day discover a fundamental concept
ir human relations?

' ':Lamﬁ .mmr.. PLAINS com}mm FOR mmomc-'r

. B, The 18th annual session of the aJWays-interasting
_ onferenca will be held in Norman, Oklahoma, thils year on the dates
November 24 through 26. The Thursday session will comprise a
.. regiztration, pre-business meetings and field report session, The
 field reports will be followed by a Thanksgiving dinner, JFriday's
gession will deal with aouthern plains archasology. There will be
an open house at the Museum Friday nights On Saturday there willbe
sessions on the French and Spanish entradas, plains ethnohistory,
volunteor papers and a business session. Dre Robert E. Bell is in
charge of program, and Dr. Shaeffer will handle arrangements for
onwcampus sleeping facilitiess
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At the second annual banquet of the Wyoming Archaeological
Society in Casper, the organization was presented an award glven by
the American Association of State and Local History. The award,
given for the undertaking of major archaeological projects and the
ms.lntenance of professional standards, was decided upon at the
Iowa Glty. Jowa, meeting of the national historical organization,
on September 2, 1960,

The members of the society are to be congratulated on
their efforts to5 maintain these standards, and for their wmrk in
making worthwhile contributions to the study of archaeoclogical -
research. Let us all resolve to continue to merit the award which
we' ha.ve recewed. and to grow and improve in the future.

SEARCH FOR THE OLDEST CLVILIZATION NARROWS

Ik is generally well knovm that the civilizations of
Europe had their origins in the Near East, and in searching through
‘the ruins of these old cities, archacologists were led backward in
time %o the valloy of the Tigris-Euphrates river systems, the home
of the cld Mescpcfamian culturess But the trail did not end here.
Evidentes of ‘gtlil older links with civilization were found. In
. anct ‘ent Sumex . oldest of the cities in the Mesopotamian sequence,
'the ‘e were references to. to trade with other cities, The kings of
Batyion, Sumer, and Assyria received tribute. from lands of the .
lower see, that is, from coutries south along the Persian Gulf.:

Anong the accounts are mentioned predominately three
countries.-Dilmun, Makan, and Meluhha, They are geénerally named
in that ordewx, indicating thelr relative distances from Mesopotamia.
. Diimun produced da%es and pearls, and served as a port-of-call for
trales sl‘.,.pﬁ from Mekan, bearing copper and diorite, and- from
Meluhhe bearing goid and ivory and prectious woods, . From the trade
iiste, 1t appeavs that Meluhhs might well be in India. It would
follow, then, that Mekan must be botween Dilmun and India. Dilmun
was descrided as being two days' sall south of Mesopotamia and
10;&"'9&. on'an island of good -water,

: One of thé first clues to the location of these -three
countries showed up a contury ago when the Btitish scholar Henry
Rawlinson, whe first deciphered cuneiform, translated a tablet
feund on the islead of Bahraln in the Persian Zulf and found the
_ name of the god Ingsk, who is 1isted in the Hedcpotanian god-lists

.as the chisf god of Dilmun, ¥ox many years now, Bahrain has been
krowa to archaeologlsis and’ grave=robdbers aiike as a vast \.Gmeue:yu
An estimated 100,000 burial muands tccvpy the islande. TUniil recently,
no evidence of cities had been fcund huwsver. iIn 1553 =an amedin
tion sent by the Prehistoric Museunm of Aarkus in Demmerz found
11ving ‘eltes on the 'isla.nd.,_ and subsequent work has develuped whole
~ sequences of civilizations, among which is the gtoried Dilmun.
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A The deserts of Bahrain contain evidences of much older
-inhabitants than those of Dilmun. Stone artifacts dating back as
much as 100,000 years ago have been found. The legends of Mesopo-
tamia %cll of the ancient times before man was made, when Dilmun
was the hwibitation of the gods, and was a paradise of immortality.
Zius-udra, the sole survivor of the Deluge, went to Dilimun after
the waters subsided, and was granted immortality. Gilgamesh, the
great hero of Sumer went to Dilmun seeking immortality in vaine
As yel, no trace of this Dilmun has been founde s1le

With Dilmun located. the problem ¢f finding Makar and

Melilha is becoming simpler. Explorations to the south of Bahrain
have yielded evidonce in Trucial Oman of another great civilization
which may be that of lakan. . 4 small island off the coast, and a
gite which is three days' camel ride into the interior, at Buraimi,
have produced large tombs of & type different from those at Dilmun,
but which have produced some Dilmun pottery, indicating contemporary
‘existence, It also yields evidence of contact with the oivilizations
" of the Indus valley, and it well may be the link to the yet unfound
Makane o S : i ausd Ty ped
§ash As the search continues, it seems more and moré probable
that the world's oldest civilization will be tiaced to India.” The
time of the first great cities will probably be about seven or eight
_millemnia in the past. One by one the 1links in the history of man's
rise to his present glories are being forged, and one day we may
know in some detsil how man came to be civilizedo (A%

TEE TREASURE OF ST. NINIAN'S

SR ' On' Ste Ninian's Island in the Shetland group northeast
- of Scotland there was an old l2th-century Christian church that was

_of interest to a group of archaeologists from the University of
. Aberdeen, As the crew worked at the site, they discovered another,
older church beneath the first.. In 1958, the archacologists noted
& cracked stone slab in the floor of the nave area with a cross
- 1lightly incised on its surfaces. Douglass Coutts, a lb6-year-old’
schoolboy helping with the dig, was directed to 1ift the slabe
Tt is likely that arny future work hé does in archacology will be
anticlimactic, for bonsath that siab was the treasure of St
Ninian's. It was Coubtts? first day on an archaeological dige

: Revealed bensath the slab was a massg of green copper
corrosion. 'The entire contents of the cache was removed intact and
taken: to a laberatory for studyo "hen revealed the mass consisted
of fragilé silver items which:contained copper as a ninor aliquote
The hoard coxusisted of bowls and buckles and other objects and -
apparently represented a.churc¢h treasure hastily buried to keep it
out of the hands of raiders. -There may have been no. survivoers, for
the tressure lay undisturbed -since 1ts time of concealment in about
800 A. D. The site adds another step in the history. of the spread
of the Christian churche . . °° o
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Many tools manufactured dby the Indian utilized some sort
of glus or cement in the assembly., Blades were often nementad into
handles of wood or bone to make hafted knives. Drill points and
projectile points were often held in place by adhesives, Frequent
use was made of cement.in combination with fibre laghings to  hold
stone tools in their shafts or handles, . 4 mumber of vermyuseful
adhesives were developed for these purposes.

Among the cements commonly used was the pitch or resin
from some type of conifer, Thim material when heated almest to the
burning peint tends to :rom a somevhat rubbery mass that can be
used to attache almost any two materials, It slowly becomes hard,
and eventually becomes brittle, Bark of the birch tree and 'some °
types of aspen when heated yields a gummy material which retains
its reslliency for long periods of time, and makes an effective
cementy Horns and hooves also will yield & good cement vhen
heated, and, of coursea basic glue cap be made by cooking down
horny material with wateres This latter material tends to be too
brittle for many uses, however, since it is not very shockeresistant.

It is not yet known if Indians utilized the latex~saps
of certain plants such as milkweed in making cement, but it is known
that good, flexible cemtn can be made from this material, and that
this material in combination with certain of the others mentioned
above will yield a more flexidle, tougher cement that is shocke
resistant,

Continued research on possible native cements would be
an excellent project for a member of the soclety. Combinations of
the above materials, methods of their treatment, and a search for
new materials would constitute an elegant research project.

OVER THE CAMPFIRE

Dr. Yorbis has gent us an item on the Cluny site east of
Calgarys The site is an earthlodge village, and seems to be culture
ally out of place, The recovered cultural material resembles that
of the Missourl basin rather than local productse

Mrse Irena Morgan, of Lander, has a lead on & Folaqn
site in the Red Desert, The a.rtifacts are the real McCoy, and we
hope that she will be able to do some work at the site qoono '

The Sheridan chapter has been discussing the presentatien
of an archacological exhibit next spring. It is hoped that they may
garner a little revenus and present the work of the archaeologist to
the general publices It will be a lot of work, but should be fun,

We were sorry to ses such a small turnout at the anmal
banquets Part of the trouble was inadequate publicity, we feel, and
perhaps your editer should share some blame here, but we didn't have
final dates until after the last issue went to press.

A new chapter will soon be formed at Cheyenne through the
efforta of Lou Steege, director of the state Historical Museum.

EMBERS OUT



