It may sound like a rabbit trail, 


but in order to consider what it means to be a human being 



created in the image of God, SLIDE


or Imago Dei 




for all my Latin speaking friends, 


we need to take a side trip SLIDE


to understand how a temple functioned in most of human history. 

When we understand how temples functioned, 


we will have a much better idea of what Elohim 


or God was doing 



in making us in his image.  

Our first clue that something is different 


about the Judeo/Christian understanding about humans 



from the rest of the world, 

is the definition from our good friends at Oxford Dictionary of Temple.  SLIDE

“a building for religious worship, 



especially in religions other than Christianity.”  

For a reason we will get into, 


Christians tend to use “churches or cathedrals” 



instead of the word temple 




for where we worship God.  

We use a different word because of Genesis 1:27 


and what a listener would have heard 



who lived in a world of temples.  

Now there is no shortage of temples throughout the world.  SLIDE

The Temple of Artemis 


and Hanging Gardens of Babylon 



are 2 of the 7 Wonders of the Ancient world that are temples.  SLIDE
We find temples throughout Greek, Indian, 


Asian, Mayan, 


and Aztec cultures.  

Even in the middle of the ocean SLIDE

in Hawaii and Raitea in French Polynesia, 



we find temples.  

The reason for their extensive existence 


is the idea from the Field of Dreams, SLIDE


“you build it 




and they will come.”

Not just baseball players coming out of the cornfield, 


but god's coming down 


and dwelling with and among the people.  

The thinking was, SLIDE

you find a sacred space with connection to the god's interaction with man, 



a place they pay attention to, 


and you build a temple there.  

They have been there once, 


so they might stop by again.  

The more ornate and beautiful, 


the more likely the god's will take notice.  

Now if you really want someone to stop back by, 


you put a statue 


or image of them in the temple.  

Tell me of professional athlete 


who had a statue dedicated to them 



who did not show back up for the dedication if they were alive.  

Even more, 


these statues 


or images of the god, 



with the right rituals, 


brought divine life into the hunk of metal or rock.  

This instinct is alive and well even in America, SLIDE

where fans or players will touch the statue 



in a certain spot for good luck.  


The more these rituals occur, 



the more the god would realize 




that spending time here is good. 

Sometimes the image would be paraded out to the surrounding areas 


to see how good it is here 


and rest at this temple more often.  

So when they are present

or at least sending their blessing in this direction, 


if they were the god or goddess of fertility, 



the crops and population would expand.  


Your the god of war, 



you will probably be expected to provide victory in battle.  
As various communities built places to worship the various gods 


who met their needs, 



life made sense.  

When things went well, 


then everyone was worshipping the god well 

and when times were hard, 


the people obviously were not doing the right rituals, 


making the proper sacrifices, 



or worshipping the right gods.  

Life wasn't great,


but at least you knew why and could fix it.

You can see how your life and purpose 


was to please the gods 


and the god's spokespeople, 



the King or High Priest.  

If you did this well, 


everyone would experience peace and security.  

If you did not follow the King or Priest's orders, 


expect more hardship to come.  SLIDE
If your god is unhappy, 


ain't no one happy.  

A large, golden, ornate statue to the god 


means you want him to be happy.  

Thus we have things like the giant buddah in Thailand.

Now if you remember a few weeks ago, 


I talked about how Abraham broke away from this culture 


and was made aware of a God who did not need to be served 



and valued each one of us as an equal 




wonderful part of his creation.  

The Judeo-Christian worldview has more ways it broke the mold.  

It starts out with the same temple building narrative in Genesis 1.  SLIDE

The Spirit of God is hovering over the waters, 



so it is a sacred location where God is present.  


God then proceeds to build a temple 



like all temples are built.  




The foundations are made with the land, 




the building is erected with the mountains and rivers, 




decorations and signs of life are placed around the temple 





with the animals, 



but the final piece seems to be missing.  




There is no statue or idol placed in the center of the temple.  

There is no big Buddha or Zeus, 


or anything else holding the image of God 



to show all who view the temple 




what this God is like.

Or is there?  


If we can hear the creation story 



as the building of a temple story, 


we can hear how the narrative is changed.  SLIDE
These humans 


that are created as male and female, 



are made to reflect the image of the God that created them.  

They are to show the wider world 


who this God is.  

Many of the qualities that God has, 


have been put in



not a stone or gold image of God, 


but in you and me.  SLIDE
We are what visitors to the temple would see and say, 


“Oh, this God is blank.” 



or in Skagway, 




into Jewelery

Now, 


I have been making this case saying Judeo-Christian, 


meaning Jews and Christians hold this belief.  

You would not be wrong 


to quickly point out that our Jewish brothers and sisters 



did have a temple.  SLIDE
There was the tent of meeting to start out with, 


then the temple in Jerusalem 1.0 by Solomon 


and 2.0 by Herod.  

But there is something unique about the Jewish temple 


when compared to most other temples.  

When it came to images of the God they worshipped, 


there was to be no such thing.  

It is the first two 


of the 10 commandments.  SLIDE
“You shall have no other gods before me. 
You shall not make for yourself an idol 


in the form of anything in heaven above 


or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.”  
A strong case could be made from scripture 


that this is because lesser gods do not exist, 


or as Yahweh makes clear in the second commandment, 



he is a jealous God.  

There is another reason above 


and beyond these, 



if we are hearing what I am saying about Genesis 1:27.  

We don't put an image of Yahweh in the temple, 


because his image is already in the temple.  SLIDE
Whenever a Priest is in the temple, 


the image of God is in the temple.  

Whenever his people are gathered to worship in the temple, 


his image is in the temple.  

That underlies some of the reasons why 


people were supposed to be purer 



the farther into the temple they had access to.  


A tainted image bearer 



should not be in the heart of the temple.  


Thus the high priest only came once a year.  

But if we step back 


and realize the first temple, 


the original temple 



was not the tent of meeting 




with the ark of the covenant inside, SLIDE


but this planet earth, 


we realize another reason why Jesus died on the cross.  

In dying for our sins, 

in offering us new life through him, 


we are made pure 



so that we can reflect the glory of God more and more 




like Jesus reflected God's glory in this temple.  

We can live into our calling 


to reflect the image of God to those who visit the temple.  

This is why Paul can tell the Corinthians that SLIDE

“ your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, 


who is in you, 



whom you have received from God? 


You are not your own; 2



0 you were bought at a price. 


Therefore honor God with your body.”  
Or hear Jesus talking about his body as a temple again in John's Gospel


and realize your body falls into the same category, 


because you are a human 



just like Jesus.  


You are the image of God 



at the center of the temple. SLIDE
“Jesus answered them, 


“Destroy this temple, 



and I will raise it again in three days.” 
20 The Jews replied, 


“It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, 



and you are going to raise it in three days?” 
21 But the temple he had spoken of was his body.””

We easily hear that Jesus' body was a temple, 


because it was fully God.  

How often do we miss that our bodies are a temple as well, 


we are the image bearers within the temple 



that are made in the image of God.  

We are to show the world what God is like 


with the materials we have at our disposal.  

But there are limits.  


Unlike the triune God, 



we are not all knowing, 



all powerful, 



or ever present everywhere.  SLIDE
Just like the gold statue of Artemis 


can not fly like Artemis, 



but it can show her connection to the animals and fertility.  

So we may not be able to do everything like God can, 


but as image bearers SLIDE


we can show God's love, patience, forgiveness, mercy, hope, 



faith and care.  


As image bearers, 



we have a responsibility above the other animals and plants 




that bring beauty to the temple.  


They show the creativity, strength, and power of our God.  


We are called to show God's loving nature.

Now as stated in previous weeks, 


we are in a time that it is worth restating again.  

When I say, 


“We are created in the image of God.”  



I don't just mean the people in this room.  



I just don't mean men.  



I don't just mean Americans or caucasians.  



I don't mean adults 




or above average intelligence people.  SLIDE


I mean all human beings 




are made in the image of God. 

All are image bearers of God 


in their capacities and gifts 



that God has given them 



to show the world his love.  

God's hope for us 
is not to be the most powerful 


or the most efficient country 



or people in the world.  


To be the ones who make everyone else just like us.  

God's hope 


is that we would reflect his love to a world 



that so easily hears all kinds of other purposes 



and goes chasing after them.

This outflowing love is made clear 


in that when God makes us, 



he makes us in the image of not one person, 


but in the image of a community.  



Of people involved in taking care of 



and supporting one another in the Trinity.  

So self perfection is not enough.  

We need to be reaching out into the world 


and helping it more fully align with who God is.  

Let us treat every human being 


with the reality that they, 


just like us, 



are made in the image of God 


and have an aspect of the Triune God to show the world, 



if we spend enough time to see it.

Sisters and brothers, John reminds us how we are the children of God. When the great revelation occurs we shall know ourselves as created in that divine image. As Christ sits at God’s right hand and intercedes on our behalf, we have hope that we are purified through such loving testimony and may dwell in the assurance of the pardon God gives us in Christ. 
