Introduction
In October of 1958, long-time Clifford resident Mrs. Merle (Bertha)
M. Robinson published a 28 page, 4.5 by 5 inch booklet with
leather cover entitled History of Clifford, PA. She wrote mainly about
the village of Clifford, her home. The content has been reproduced
on the following pages with some spelling corrections and editing.
The original publication was strictly text. The maps and photos
that follow were added to illustrate her story for the edition at the
web site www.cliffordpa.com .
Mrs. Merle Robinson requested in the foreword of her booklet that
readers be tolerant of all errors. Where factual errors are known
or suspected, the changes are italicized in parentheses following
the original text. Updated information as of 2006 is indicated in
a similar way. If you are aware of additional corrections to this
document, please contact Sally Fischbeck at salnbuzz@nep.net .
A new book, Clifford Township: Two Hundred Years, will be published
in the spring of 2006 as part of the township’s bicentennial
celebration. This book will highlight historical information of the
entire township and include many historical stories and pictures, a
small sampling of which has been included here.



HISTORY OF CLIFFORD, PA.

had another 8 children born in Clifford. Eight of his sons
settled in Ohio; the oldest son was George Tryon Harding,
known as Tryon. Tryon had a son born in Clifford, Charles
A. Harding, who was the grandfather of President Warren
G. Harding.)
There is a marker on the Baptist Church lawn,
dedicated to the memory of Abraham Harding, erected by the Montrose Chapter D.A.R. in cooperation
with the Clifford Baptist Church which Amos Harding helped to organize. Mrs. Clara Gardner Miller,
historian, was speaker and gave the history of the Harding family at the unveiling of this monument.
There were five early settlers in a radius of a
few miles of Clifford whose cabins were erected in the
following places - Adam Miller, the first mentioned,
was the youngest of five brothers and was seventeen
when he came to Philadelphia from Ireland. America
not being to their liking, three of the boys returned
to Ireland. John remained but was lost track of by
Adam. He was befriended by the Hon. Samuel Meredith, First U. S. Treasurer.
Adam married Eleanor Nicholson who was
given a parcel of land by Hon. John Nicholson who
owned a vast tract of wild land in N. E. Pennsylvania.
This land was in Brooklyn Township. There they built
a log cabin. Four children were born: Anna, William,
Charles and Mary. After a few years they moved to
Ohio but soon moved back to Clifford and built a log
cabin on the spot near the Callender-Kennedy farm.
(2006: on the property of Grecco’s Supply Company, a stone
business on the west side of the creek near the four corners of
Clifford) After a time they built a new house on Thorn
Hill and moved there. Mrs. Miller died in 1816. Adam
Miller remarried and Gould Miller was the youngest
son. Adam Miller died in 1832. The Rev. Charles
Miller married Algytha Orvis and they were the parents of Rev. William, Eliakim and Joseph.
The second settler, Abraham Harding, (see previous corrections.) built a cabin on the place later owned
by B. F. Wells and many others, now owned by Kirk
Buckland. (2006: property of Carol Miller, opposite the
funeral home) Amos Harding, son of Major Abraham
Harding, built near the corner where Amelia Steward
and Mrs. Pruner lived, now known as the Bert Lott
place (2006: property of Paul Kochmer, intersection of Elkdale and Dundaff Roads). At one time religious meetings were held in a new frame barn belonging to him.
A Mr. Moss settled in the vicinity of Elkdale
on a plot which was later the Ezra Lewis farm. (2006:

by MRS. MERLE M. ROBINSON
Born in Clifford, PA
October 11, 1876
DEDICATION
To my husband Merle M. and dear
friends and neighbors whose friendships and
kindness have contributed so much to making
life worth living, I dedicate this little story of
our Community.
October 1958
FOREWORD
Not being experienced as a writer I have made
a feeble attempt to write, for future posterity, a past
and present history of Clifford.
I never have been able to ascertain why it was
so named or who gave it the name.
The early history of the town was taken from
the books written by Joseph Miller. There were eight
of these small books, no more than eight pages each,
published in 1879-1882-1884, 1885-1887-1889 and
1891.
Many things are omitted and some are of no
consequence in my story which is from memory and
records kept over the years.
Readers please be tolerant of all errors.
Clifford is a small village nestled in the hills
of the most scenic section of Susquehanna County,
Pennsylvania, on the Roosevelt Highway on the east
branch of the Tunkhannock Creek. It was formerly
known as Clifford Corners.
Adam Miller, the first settler, built a log cabin
in “Elkwoods”, a vast tract of wild country surrounding
Elk Mountain. This cabin was built in 1799. Miller
was joined soon after by Major Abraham Harding, an
Independence War hero, and his son Amos following
the Wyoming Massacre on July 3, 1778. (Please note::
Amos Harding and his wife Phoebe Tripp Harding and their
family of eight children moved to Clifford in March of 1800.
Two years later, the grandfather Major Abraham Harding,
Sr., came to live with Amos and family, until his death in
1806.) The late President Harding was a descendant
of the family who located here. Sons of Amos Harding were Tryon, Solomon and Mordecai. All the family moved to Ohio in 1822. (Please note:: Amos Harding


1872 Map

is a private lane, was in the early days the main road to
Dundaff, coming out on the Dundaff side of Graham
Woods (2006: property of Eugene and Shirley Larkin), but
to accommodate several good farms it was changed
to a more circuitous route. The Thatcher women
had a millinery shop in the house which still stands
(2006: home of John and Tammy Swetter) but the barn
burned down in 1956. There were two other houses
on this road, that of an English family by the name
of Swinglehurst (there are descendants now living in
Carbondale) and also the James Coil cabin on the
Dundaff end of the road, both gone for many years.
Atty. Homer Carey of Jermyn was born on the Thatcher farm. Mr. Carey sold to Gilbert Lee. The late
Cora Lee Boylan, Bertha Lee Robinson (the writer),
and Verna Lodge Brooking of Honesdale were born
here also. Lee sold to Judson Tripp who sold to Merle
Robinson in 1903 and Merle resold to E. E. Hutchins.
Merle and Jane Hutchins were born here. The present owner is Joseph Swetter. (2006 owner: Eugene and
Maureen Swetter) Adjoining the Thatcher farm on the
west was the farm of a Mr. Baldwin who moved west
after selling to Minerva Hobbs and her son Jefferson.
This place has been referred to as Scenery Hill. (2006
owners: Fischbeck) There are also breath-taking views

property of Paul Kelly, see 1872 map for Ezra Lewis farm)
Mr. Bucklyn located near the town of Dundaff, founded in about 1799. Mr. Orvis located a few miles west
of Clifford at Orvis Corners. Mr. Marcy settled further to the south of the Tunkhannock Creek. Mr.
Orin Thatcher, who donated the lumber for the Baptist Church, lived on the hill east of Clifford (2006:
property of Eugene and Maureen Swetter, see Lee Bro. on
1872 map) but later moved west, after selling to a Mr.
Carey. As the Thatcher farm and surroundings have
some historical background. I will devote a little space
to the history.
The road leading to the Thatcher place, which

Thatcher millinery shop, current home of John and Tammy
Swetter. Photo was taken in the 1950s.



from Thorn Hill and Bell Hill. East of the Thatcher
place was that of Stephen Hodgson who came from
England. (2006: property of the Johnson family and the
current Clifford Airport) Elizabeth, his daughter married Isaac Tripp. Deacon Tripp, grandfather of Isaac,
had been in his youth a captive of the Indians. After
the death of Stephen Hodgson this farm was rented
by Thomas W. Atkinson, a native of West Moreland,
England, who came here with his father, brother and
sister when he was just a boy. The voyage to America
required 52 days. Mr. Atkinson served two terms as
County commissioner. He passed away December 17,
1928 at the age of ninety-eight.
South of the Thatcher farm was the farm of
James Green who came with his family from Coventry, R. I. to Clifford 1817. The Green Homestead has
been in the family for five generations. (2006: property
of Brian McAlla) The only immediate survivors are
Dr. Merle G. Colvin of Williamsport and Mrs. Irene
Colvin Kunschner of Chicago, Ill., who spend a little
time about once a year at the old home. At the back of
the farm is the Caves. There was every indication that
it had some time been the home of Indians and there
were several mounds nearby believed to be graves. I
quote from a newspaper heading some years ago-- Chief
Cloud, vendor of herbs, stopped off near Clifford to
inspect “Ground Once Owned by Forebears” and met
some people in Clifford who were familiar with the
section. Chief White Cloud, known in private life
as John White, was born in Oklahoma. When in his
youth he was told many stories by his grandfather of
the old home in the hills of Pennsylvania near Clifford and had a great desire to visit it. As it is the only
cave in this vicinity it is presumably the one visited
by White Cloud. It stated, he was so overcome by
emotion as to fall on his knees saying a prayer for the
departed. (Please note: there is no archeological evidence
of Indians dwelling in caves on this property.) Other farms
on the Dundaff road at that time were those of Albert
Cobb, William Rivenburg, Orin Rivenburg, Charles
Lozier and Dr. J. C. Olmstead.
On the road leading from Clifford to Elkdale,
as it was called in those days, were some good farm
homes owned by John Lee who built the house and
barn on the corner of Dundaff and Elkdale roads.
(2006: property of Ed and Florence Decker) After his demise the place was owned by Earl Finn, Peter White,
Zipfron Bell, Fred Scutt, Merle Robinson, Fred Bates
and the present owner John Saltesac. The Ira Weth-

Home built by John Lee on the corner of Elkdale and Dundaff
roads, currently the Decker’s home. Picture circa 1910.

Home of Reverend William A. Miller on Thorn Hill Road,
currently the home of Carrie Miller. Picture circa 1940.

erby, Arnold Greene, Hiram Rivenburg, Lewis Ayers,
James Decker (2006: property of Robert McAndrew),
Henry Rivenburg, Sanford Stevens (hogs back farm)
(2006: property of Bernard Swetter), Perry Yarns (2006:
property of Mrs. Gloria Suraci) and Ezra Lewis homes
were on this road. All have changed hands.
Besides the Miller families on Thorn Hill was
Lord Nelson Spedding, a native of England, who settled on a large farm on the crest of the hill which is
now owned by his grandson Floyd Spedding. (Please
note: Lord Nelson Spedding was born in Greenfield Township, but his father John Spedding was from England. The
farm is currently owned by Floyd Spedding’s son George.)
The Rev. William A. Miller at eighty, passed
away Jan. 22, 1902. The deceased was the son of the
late Rev. Charles Miller and was pastor of Clifford
Baptist Church for seventeen years. He did important
pioneer work in the Abington Baptist Association and
officiated at more funerals than any other minister.


The only home at that time in what is now
Paradise Valley was owned by an English family by the
name of Barker. Jim and Isaiah, who were bachelors,
and a sister Tamar, and two sisters who married Wood
and Sprung. Mrs. Jack Pascoe of Scranton is a descendant. Another family on the Carbondale road was
that of Briggs. The homestead is now owned by grandson Webster Kenyon aged eighty-six (2006: the property
of Tim and Jody Dominick, across from Hurricane Hills).
North of Clifford on the Dundaff road was the
Ira Justin farm. It was sold to Anson Tingley who later
sold to William Horton Sr., father of Atty. Charles
and Stephen J. It is now owned by his grandson William J. Horton (2006: property of Charles and Joan Horton).
Another place on the upper road to Lenoxville (2006: Osweld Johnson Road) was owned by Henry
Cuddleback, father of George, Josephine Slocum and
Gertrude Taylor of Tompkinsville. The buildings are
gone but the land is owned by Chauncy Wells and
heirs.
Elder William Wells, one of the founders of
the Universalist Church, came to Clifford in 1834.
He was instrumental in building the church in about
1834 which was later abandoned and razed about
1900. (On the 1872 map of Clifford on page 6, this church
is across the street from the school and Baptist church. It
is labeled the Union Church.) He purchased the Elder
William Robinson farm that was previously owned by
Joseph Lee of Scott. Wells built a large house in 1871
which was later occupied by his son DeWitt Wells. It
was later sold to John Y. Slocum but is now the Val-Ray
Inn (2006: property across from the currrent Fire Hall).
The Baptist Missionary Society was organized
by the late Mrs. Charity Rivenburg, mother of Dr. Sidney Rivenburg. Miss Narola Rivenburg is the author
of a book “Star of the Naga Hills” published December

1941. It is the life work of her parents Dr. and Mrs.
Sidney Rivenburg while he was a medical missionary
in Kohima, Assam, India. The book is comprised
mainly of letters written by them, while there, to their
parents and Miss Narola, who was sent to America at
an early age to be educated. It is attractively bound
and is a beautiful tribute to the memory of her parents. In a condolence letter from the churches in Assam, the request was made that the following words be
engraved on his tomb –
REV. S. W. RIVENBURG
The friend of the poor
The Star of the Naga Hills
Hence the name of the book. In one of Dr. Rivenburg’s sermons, he made the remark that One to be
respected, must merit respect, which he did in every
sense of the word. For his many acts of kindness and
ministry to the sick, so long as health permitted, his
memory will be cherished in the hearts of his many
friends in his native town of Clifford.

Val Ray Inn, early 1900s. The Inn burned down in 1975.

Baptist Church, circa 1900.

CHURCHES - The first place of worship was held in
an additional room built on the Adam Miller cabin
and the first school was held there also. The Baptist
Church was organized October 20, 1817. The place
of meeting was in the school house which occupied
nearly the same site as the old school razed in 1950.



Those attending were: Elder Charles Miller and wife,
Anna Lewis (mother of Ezra Lewis), Ira Justin, John
Finn, Deacon Farnum, Isaac Tripp, Adam Miller and
wife, Amos Harding and wife. Plans were made for
building a church. Orin Thatcher donated lumber
and Burgess Smith and Enos Cramer cut the timber.
The church was not completed (according to some
statistics) until 1840. There is a discrepancy in the
records however meetings were held during the time
and the church celebrated its one hundred and twentieth anniversary on Oct. 20, 1937. The Rev. Ira Justin was the first preacher. Some changes were made
over a period of years, such as removing blinds and replacing small-pane windows with memorial windows
given by long-time members of the congregation. A
basement dining room and kitchen were added in the
early twenties and an annex added in 1953 for the furnace and rest rooms.
The Methodist Church was built in 1882 by
Julius Nathan Young, Loren Z. Burdick (both became
residents of Florida soon after), Ambrose Tiffany
(moved to Carbondale), Alonzo Abers and others assisted. The Bell Brigade purchased and installed a bell
a few years later.

about 1875 by a man by the name of Hessler. (Please
note: The first hotel existed as early as 1852 but burned
in 1876. The current hotel was built in 1877.) First remembered proprietors were John and Eli Roberts;
second Frank Williams, 1880; William Decker, 1889;
Frank Tennant, 1892; W. S. Robinson, 1896; Walter
Spedding, 1900-1934; Melvern Spedding, 1934-1958.
Val-Ray Inn was converted into a hotel from a private
home owned by John Yale Slocum, a descendant of
the first settlers of Scranton.
STORES - The first store in Clifford was operated by
Mr. Ebenezer Baker. Other storekeepers were Mapes
and Norton “Peky” Johnson in the grocery on the cor-

HOTELS - There is no record of the first hotel in 1860
run by John and “Mother” Hewiston which burned
down and the present one was built on the corner in

Clifford Hotel, 1895. The author’s husband Merle Robinson
is the man on the bottom step. His father (W. S. Robinson,
second step, far left) owned the hotel in 1896.

1872
The map of downtown Clifford shows the location of the first
hotel, destroyed by fire 1876, further south on Main St from
the current hotel location.

Methodist Church under construction, 1882.



ner; “Rally” Wells, Frank Bennet and Peter Rivenburg
(partners); Allie Harris, William J. Bennett, Donald
and Richard Ayers, who sold to Mills Bennett who has
operated the store for the past 31 years. (2006: The corner parking lot of the Shifler-Parise Funeral Home was the location of the store.) One on the opposite corner (2006:

apartment owned by Robert McAndrew on the north-west
corner at Clifford Corners) was run by Milo Robinson
who built the Baptist Parsonage for his home (2006:
property of John Davis, across from Clifford Beverage) at
that time, about 1882. Frank Tennant, owner of Clifford Hotel, built the store with the Community Hall.
The grand opening was held July 1893. Tennant sold
to Elmer Finn who operated the store and post office
for many years. There have been numerous occupants
in this store over the years which is now owned and
operated by Tom Kavulich with tenant apartments
and a self-service market. (2006: This building, burned
in the 1970s, was located in the current parking area between White’s Garage and the driveway of the Russell and
Cherie Swetter’s residence.)
The Hasbrouck families were originally from
West Clifford and were prominent as builders of a
large garage. (2006: White’s Garage) They were also
engaged in the mercantile business for several years in
the store mentioned above.
The late Allen Finn served for twenty-five years
as Township Justice of the Peace and was succeeded by
G. W. Hasbrouck. (Allen Finn’s home for many years is
now the Shifler-Parise Funeral Home.)

The corner grocery store built in 1851 on the southeast
corner at Clifford Corners. Picture circa 1910.

Store and home on the northwest corner at Clifford Corners.
Picture early 1900s.

Frank Hasbrouck’s Arrowhead store (formerly Finn Hall) and
the garage built by his brother George W. Hasbrouck,.

Home of Allen Finn, circa 1930, now the Shifler-Parise
Funeral Home.

Finn Hall and store, built by Frank Tennant in 1893



two blacksmith shops run by Geo. Simpson, and William Lott, Sr. and Jr., a grade school, and undertakers
B. F. Wells and Peter Rivenburg and L. E. Taylor (who
succeeded Arnold Green, the first mortician in the
communities). Others said he was a casket maker.
Clifford Star Cornet Band was at the height
of its popularity in 1890. Members were Frank Stearns, Robert and Frank Simpson, Charles and Peter
Hunter, Frank Homan, Bert Lott, Walter Ayers, Wilson Decker, John Hallstead and M. Cordeen Wilson.
Due to many young men leaving the town it did not
long survive.
John Hallstead Sr. was the town butcher and
wool dealer, supplying Carbondale and Scranton markets as well as for home consumption. The old butcher
house is still intact across the creek from the dwelling
on Main Street. (2006: home of Mrs. McAndrew) After
the death of Mr. Hallstead, it was owned by Mr. and
Mrs. Emery Greene, green-goods man also prominent

Clifford Cemeteries, circa 1910. Willow View is opposite the
current Township Bldg and Valley View is on Main Street.

CEMETERIES - The first burial ground in the country was on the hill east of the Baptist Church. Twelve
or more persons were buried here. Hulda Harding,
a child of Amos Harding, was the first. Mr. John
Robinson was the last in 1814. The graves are now
obliterated. There is no record of the old cemetery
or Potters Field in the rear of the old part of what
is now Willow View. Mrs. Adam Miller, mother of
Elder Charles Miller, was buried in the oldest section
of the cemetery. Burgess Smith was sexton of the new
Clifford Valley Cemetery. The first burial was a child
of Anson Tingley, 1867. The second was William Atkinson, father of Thomas, whose body was removed
from the old cemetery, he died in 1854. The third
burial was Harry Williams, 1871, keeper of Lonsdale
Inn. The fifth, William James Bigland, 1873, native
of England. The sixth was Daniel Robinson, grandfather of W. S. Robinson, 1874. James Robinson, grandfather of Merle, died in 1887 at the age of 95. Dr. P.
H. Gardner, one of the founders and directors, hired
John Sherman of Lenoxville to build the wall and steps
in 1885. Willow View Cemetery, an annex to the old
cemetery on the other road, derived its name from the
willow trees growing on both sides of the stream the
entire length of Clifford flats. They were a beautiful
sight in the spring. All were cut down some years ago
by John Snyder, owner of what was previously the Stevens-Oakley farm.

Home of John Hallstead when it belonged to Emery Greene.

In 1884 Clifford had a population of about
two hundred seventy-five in a radius of one mile of
the town proper. It had three churches, two halls, two
cemeteries, one hotel, three stores, a harness shop run
by Orin Barney, a post office, a steam grist mill run by
William Leek, a jewelry store run by Charles Hunter,

Home built by A. Tiffany, now owned by the DeNikes. To the
right, not visible on photo, is the home referred to as the
Gardner Homestead. Photo is from the early 1900s.



in church and civic affairs. This place is now owned
by Mr. and Mrs. F. N. Hasbrouck. Nash Gardner built
the “Gardner Homestead” on Main Street, now occupied by his daughter, Kathryn Knickerbocker aged
84. (2006: apartments owned by Robert Kochmer) The
house above, built by Ambrose Tiffany, owned by Peter Bennett and L. E. Lee, is now owned by Mrs. Verna
Bennett. (2006: home of Bill and Jackie DeNike)
Notable natives of the Clifford area - Dr. Sidney Rivenburg, missionary to India, 1883; Dr. Rev.
Wallace Young, of Albany, Gloversville and Starrucca;
Dr. Edward Richardson Gardner, Clifford and Montrose; Dr. Atty. Charles Horton of Carbondale; New
Milford principal Frank Miller, also Atty. of Scranton;
Fred Greene, principal of Clarks Summit High; Dr.
Romeyn Rivenburg, Dean and Vice Pres. of Bucknell;
Frank Simpson, Prof. of Physics at Bucknell, president
of Lewisburg Bank & Electric Co.; Robert Simpson, City Civil Engineer of Columbus, Ohio; Professor Lyndon Ayers, Swarthmore and Mass. Colleges;
Prof. Glenn Bennett, Friends College, Pa; Dr. Merle

G. Colvin, Pathologist of Penna. and Williamsport;
Prof. Fred Finn, minister and teacher, Chicago and
California; Dr. Willis Gardner in California (son of
Morton); Allen Finn, college graduate - state position;
Richard Ayers, teacher in Montrose High School;
Grace Decker married Dr. VanDorn of Archibald;
Josephine Rivenburg; Dr. Milton Evans, Crozier College; Delphine Gardner; Rev. James Putnam, Philadelphia and New York; Clara Gardner Miller, pianist and
professional genealogist; Jattoe Wells; Dr. Tracy Clark,
Brooklyn, N. Y.; Gertrude Finn; John Strain; graduates- Irene Colvin, R. N. married Dr. A. J. Kunschner;
Stella Hunter (Royal) married Dr. F. J. Bishop; Nettie
Green, Snyder Teachers College graduate; Ella Maude
Stewart Dann, writer and dramatist.
Clifford Book Club was organized in 1906
and celebrated its 50th anniversary with a gala party
and banquet at Hotel Spedding June 1956. It is still
going strong in 1958.
The NEP Telephone Co. extended a line to
Clifford in 1904 and converted to the dial system in
1954.
In the early part of 1900 the Clifford Creamery was built. Managers and buttermakers were S. J.
Horton, Elmer Finn, Lyman Taylor, William Baldwin
and Clyde Coleman. After many successful years the
creamery was bought by the Clemo Milk Products Co.
in 1943 for making dried milk.
Dr. P. H. Gardner came to Clifford in 1856
(Please note: 1852) and served the community until his
death. Dr. Sidney Rivenburg went to India in 1883
and served as a missionary and doctor for forty years
then came back to Clifford to live at the home of his
father, the late Henry Rivenburg, and was a body and
soul Doctor until his death March 1936. Other Doctors were Edward Gardner, F. I. Smith, Mark Hunter,
J. W. Edwards, A. E. Hager and A. J. Kunschner.

Clifford Home of Dr. Romeyn Rivenburg, Dean and Vice
President of Bucknell College. The home is gone now, but
was on the property of Bill and Michelle Owens.

Home of Glenn and Lena Bennett and their son Raymond.
Glenn was a professor at Friends College, PA but spent
summers and weekends at his Royal home where they
made cider in the fall. It is the current home of Helmut
and Barbara Kunst and their business “Apple Hill Custom
Framing and Gallery”.

Clifford Creamery, early 1900s.



Dr. Fike was a Dundaff resident but also a part
of Clifford history. He had a large practice in several
townships and served for forty years. Dr. Fike succeeded Dr. Olmstead, a practitioner for many years.
One “Home Coming Day” was celebrated in
Clifford Aug. 17-18, 1923. The town was filled with
old-time residents. It was voted to make it an annual affair but too much responsibilities rested on the
shoulders of one man, Emery Greene, and the plan
fell through and was never revived.
The only flood recorded in the history of the
town occurred in June, 1922, the result of a cloudburst
in the Greenfield area. Cellars and the first floor of
the Elmer Coyle house were flooded and the Tom
Decker barn moved off its foundation. Boxes, wash
tubs, coops of chickens and a two-wheeled sulky floated down the stream. The mopping up process was a
painful one as it left several inches of mud and stones
on streets and cellar floors.
The social life was never monotonous in the village 70 years ago. Besides church ice cream and lawn
socials and picnics in summer there were, in winter,
sleigh rides, skating and house parties when all young
people in the community met for a good time. Charades, Blindman’s buff, snap and catch ‘em and many
other games were played with apples and popcorn for
refreshments. There was Singing School with Prof.
Thayer conducting, which laid a good foundation for a
musical education, followed by a grand concert, quite
an event. Also an occasional dance at the Lonsdale
House where everyone for miles around attended the
New Year’s Ball on the famous spring floor. There
were the entertainments and suppers by the G.A.R.
which consisted of a liberal helping of baked beans
with bread and butter sandwiches served on a tin
plate with a tin cup of coffee to wash it down, all for
ten cents. The old veterans were seated on the dais,
Comrades George Simpson, John and Thad Hunter,
Dave Snyder and Race (from Dundaff), George Saunders and Jap Gardner. A varied program followed the
beans consisting of songs, recitations and harmonica
solos by Allie Harris interspersed with testimonies for
each of the venerable gentlemen. Pathetic and amusing but all enjoyable. All are resting in the Cemetery,
Gone but Not Forgotten for the little U. S. flag flies
over each grave on Memorial Day.
One big event in town was the arrival of the
Medicine Show with tents and equipment for a weeks
stay. Besides Big Medicine Man and aides there were

several Indians and the show, well, you just couldn’t
miss one night. Quantities of herb medicine, which
was a cure for everything, and snake oil, for creaking
joints, were sold. There was a repeat performance on
the school house green for weeks. The kids formed a
circle and executed snake and tribal dances to the tune
of Hi Ye Wanny Duey Day which were not too bad
imitations.
The Chautauqua made periodic visits for a
number of years and were widely patronized (quite the
extreme from the Medicine Shows) with high quality
programs and every entertainer an artist.
Some Home Talent Dramas were produced.
“The Confederate Spy”, a five act drama given April
13, 1893 in the Dundaff Skating Rink, was one.
The Carbondale-Clifford Airport was the center of attraction for a few years and in October 1950,
the Carbondale Jr. Chamber of Commerce sponsored
an Air Show at the Airport. The crowd was estimated
at seven thousand people. The appearance of Arthur
Godfrey, noted celebrity of radio and tv, highlighted
the occasion. Together with several ace stunt fliers
from several states, some 70 planes checked into the
picture. Since Duane Johnson, flying instructor, accepted a position in Detroit, Mich. the airport has deteriorated but is still in use. (Duane Johnson died in a
plane crash in 1977.)
Clifford at the present writing (1958) has two
hotels, two churches, two halls, two cemeteries, three
stores, a post office, two garages, a Pyrofax Gas office
and display room, a creamery, an elementary school,
an International Machine building, a barber shop, a
Township Fire Co., a contractor and builder, a dress
factory, three beauty salons, a diner and an airport.
Despite business conditions being increased,
the population of the village remains about the same
but the growth and popularity of Clifford in the past

Radio and TV star Arthur Godfrey landing at the CarbondaleClifford Airport in October of 1950.
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have been phenomenal due perhaps to a good road
(Route 106) as it is one of the main arteries and a
short-cut from Lackawanna Trail to Honesdale and
points east.
The Township Volunteer Fire Co. was organized January 1947. A lot on Main St. was purchased
from G. E. Lewis. The foundation was started October
1947. Meetings were held in the LaCoe Supply building until the fire hall was completed in January 1949.
A Fire truck was bought and responded to the first
call February 1948. Allen Finn was the first president.
The Woman’s Auxiliary was organized February 1948.
Mrs. Florence Buckland was the first president. Meetings were held at the home of Mrs. Wallace LaCoe
until the hall was available. An ambulance was soon
purchased by the auxiliary.
For sentimental reasons and a memorial tribute to the late Mabel Gates, I include a biographical
sketch of the Smith family. Burgess Smith was born in

Connecticut, son of David and Amy Comstock Smith,
and his wife was Abigail Taylor of Abington. He lived
most of his life in Clifford and was a highly respected
citizen. The Smith family consisted of one son, Taylor, a bachelor, and daughter Harriet, who married a
man by the name of Gates. They had a daughter Mabel, who died at the age of 19 of acute gallstone attack
in 1895, and is buried in the old part of Willow View
Cemetery. They also had a son, Will. Both attended
school at Ann Arbor, Mich. Will graduated as an M.
D., married Dora Briggs and located in Bucyrus, Ohio
where he founded a hospital and was chief surgeon.
During World War I, he entered the service and had
charge of Base Hospitals at Vichy, France. He contacted pneumonia there and died at the age of 68.
Mrs. Gates, after the death of Mr. George Saunders
(2nd husband), went to live with Will’s wife and died
there.
MISCELLANEOUS - The Township of Clifford was
founded in 1806. It was taken from Luzerne County and comprised what is now Gibson and Herrick
Townships. Lonsdale’s name was changed to Royal in
1883 and the Royal Baking Powder Co. presented the
townspeople with a beautiful silk flag. Glenwood was
first called Millardsville.
Scranton Electric came to Clifford in 1924.
The “Suits Us” Club was organized in 1930. (Please
note:: 1925) Hard-surfaced road to Dundaff 1934.
Grade school replaced by Elementary in 1950 at a
cost $59,000. Carbondale Road widened to 22 feet
in 1955. Automotive Center opened May 1955. Big
Chief Market opened 1956. Woman’s Dress Factory
opened 1957. (Please note:: The Clifford Manufactoring
Company, known as the Clifford Dress Factory opened in
1954 and closed in March of 1986 after a fire demolished
the building.)

Construction begins on the original Fire Hall on Main Street,
now the dental office of Dr. Russell Swetter.

The home and business of Mr. and Mrs. Wallace LaCoe,
1950. The first Firemen Picnics were held in the field
behind their home (far left). Until the Fire Hall was
completed, meetings were held here and the fire engine
was kept at his Clifford Farm Supply Store (far right). The
Farm Supply Store was converted to a dress factory in the
1950s. Currently it is the location of the Endless Mountain
Professional Mall owned by Donnie Edwards.

Main Street Clifford looking north , early 1900s. It was the
Clifford - Carbondale Turnpike, completed in 1847.
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Prior to the Scranton Electric extending a line
to Clifford in 1924 (three homes were wired for the
Delco Home lighting system) there was the array of
coal oil lamps on the kitchen shelf over the waterless
sink and village streets were lighted with large lamps

on a post. There were at least six of these lamps and
the “Lamp-Lighter” Judson Tripp went around to
clean globes, trim wicks and fill lamps several times in
the week. Suppers and entertainments were held to
defray the expense. One such entertainment was that
of the Wells brothers: Ernest, Arthur & Raymond,
famous in the art of leger-de-main, cards, hat, trunk
tricks and many others were in their repertoire. The
Wells brothers were great-great-grandsons of the Rev.
William Wells.
The Saturday night baths were taken in an old
wooden wash tub in the center of the kitchen floor by
the coal or wood stove.
BIOGRAPHIES are not really a part of this story.
There have been many fine old families in this area
most of whom have been mentioned in some way.
It was the dream of the late Dean F. Johnson
to establish a large shopping center at Clifford, which
would include a supermarket, bank, drug store, furniture mart, restaurant and several other shops to be
located on his land adjacent to the present location.
Some of this was accomplished. Mr. Johnson established headquarters for his Automobile Agency on
Clifford Main Street, a spacious structure complete
with office and showrooms, large garage and parking
lot to accommodate 500 cars. A Big Chief Market was
also completed. Mr. Johnson was stricken with a heart
attack which paralyzed him in March 1956 and died in
October, 1957. Mrs. Johnson incorporated the business and carried on, but about midnight Aug. 4, 1958
a fire broke out in the building and it was completely
burned, only the foundation remained. Mrs. Johnson
rebuilt and expects to be doing business by November,
1958, but as to how Clifford will develop remains to
be seen, without the inspiration of a great leader.

Clifford Elementary school soon after it was built in 1950.

Building boom in the mid 1950s on Main Street: expanding
the Dean F. Johnson Automotive Center and building the
Big Chief (Clifford Farm Market). Jack Horn’s Diner, right of
the Farm Market, was the original diner in Clifford. Homer
Ross’s Garage was on the east side of Main Street.

Life is a Story in volumes Three
The Past
The Present
The Yet to Be
The first is finished and laid away.
The second we’re reading day by day.
The third and last of Volumes Three
Is locked from sight
God Keeps the Key
Fire destroyed the original Dean F. Johnson business in
August of 1958, less than a year after he died.
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The Village of Clifford, Summer of 2005
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