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ISAIAH
BACKGROUND
Isaiah was a prophet in Judah and Jerusalem during the eighth century. Very little is known of
him other than what is found in his book. He was the son of Amoz, which means "strength" or
"might". Jewish tradition holds that he was a member of the royal family, a cousin of the kings.
He prophesied during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, or for a period of about
sixty years. Tradition also has it that he was killed during the reign of Manasseh by being sawn
in two.
Micah was a contemporary of Isaiah. While Isaiah tended to primarily address the circles of
power in Jerusalem, Micah delivered his prophecies to the people of the smaller cities and towns.
At the beginning of the eighth century Jeroboam II was having an extraordinarily prosperous
reign in the northern kingdom. Jonah was a prophet during his administration. Three Assyrian
kings stayed home and tended to their own business, rather than stomping around on other
people. Oddly enough these kings are always noted as being weak kings, just because they
weren't imperialistic. This was one of the reasons for the great prosperity of the time. Amos
and Hosea also prophesied at this time. The religion of YHWH was increasingly being mixed
with Baalism and this was the cause of the ministry of these two prophets.
Uzziah was king of Judah and vassal to Jeroboam. He was a good king in the first part
of his administration, but pride took hold of him and he tried to enter into the Temple
to offer incense. Leprosy struck him and he spent the last years of his life in a separate house
outside of Jerusalem. At some point in his reign an earthquake struck Judah. It was of such
massive proportions that over two hundred years later the prophet Zechariah could use it
as a comparative for the last days. Amos started his ministry two years after this earthquake.
His son, Jotham, served as co-regent during the years of his disposition. It was probably
about this time that Isaiah began to speak.
After the conclusion of Jotham's reign he was succeeded by his son, Ahaz. This man was
a remarkably wicked man who borrowed idolatry from Syria and Assyria. At some point he
even burned his own son for a sacrifice. During his reign trouble erupted in Israel. In the
northern kingdom a series of civil wars destroyed the dynasty of Jehu and a procession of kings
began to sit upon the throne. Assyria's period of peace came to an abrupt end with the accession
of Tiglath-pileser, known as Pul in the Bible. He began putting pressure on the peoples
of the Middle east and the smaller nations began looking for a way out. Pekah managed
to remove the pro-Assyrian Menahem on the throne of Samaria and united with Syria in plans
to throw off the yoke of Nineveh. Pressure was put on Ahaz to join this conspiracy.
His son, Hezekiah, reckoned to have been the most righteous king since David, followed Ahaz
on the throne of David. During his reign Judah got involved in one of these conspiracies against
Assyria.
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Israel had been losing territory for years and the devious activities of her last king, Hoshea,
proved to be her doom. The Assyrians totally dismantled that nation in 721 BC, early in the
career of Hezekiah.
The only other major power at this time was Egypt. Actually Egypt was divided into petty
kingdoms through much of this period. There was a temporary resurgence late in the century,
but it failed to accomplish anything and Egypt remained rather impotent until about the time
of Josiah. However, Ethiopia took advantage of this weakness to move in and control things
along the Nile, especially in the south. At times they pushed their influence far to the north,
even into the Delta regions. The Twenty-fifth Dynasty in Egypt is actually an Ethiopian one.
When the Bible mentions the Egyptians during this time frame it is often the Ethiopians
who were the real movers and shakers of things.

PROPHETIC TYPES IN ISAIAH
Israel is the Covenant Name of the Lord's People. It is the name given to Jacob at the time
that the Covenant was established with him. When this name is used it generally signifies
that Covenant matters are being discussed and that the People are functioning in a Covenant
mode. It should be remembered that this is also the name of the northern kingdom
and may be used in that way.
Zion is a Covenant Name. It is used to refer to the capital of Israel, the Lord's Kingdom.
It is the name of a hill in Jerusalem and gave its name to the whole city, but especially
the citadel. When David took the city it became his personal property, the property of his royal
house, and the name took on royal significance. After the Temple was built, Zion also became
a name showing the enthronement of God in the midst of the city and His People. Zion
became the royal city of the Lord. The rarn.ifications of this were expanded upon greatly
by the prophets, especially Isaiah.
Jacob is the name of Israel before he was a Covenanted partner. It is used to refer to the
descendants of the Patriarchs, the heirs of the Covenant, when they are not in a true Covenant
standing. It can also refer to any Covenant People who are not abiding the Covenant, such as
the Church. Jerusalem, in similar fashion, refers to the city which is the capital of Israel
when the matters under discussion are not necessarily Covenantal in nature.
These terms are often used together in Isaiah, as well as in other prophets, because the Lord fully
intends that they should live up to their potential according to His calling, and His involvement
with them frequently is in the task of bringing them from a non-Covenant status to Covenant
fullness.
Judah is used to refer to the Jewish People then and now.
Samaria was the capital of the northern kingdom and can be seen as a type of Covenant People
who have embraced the world and abandoned or corrupted the Covenant.
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Ephraim is another name of the northern kingdom. The Covenant with them was voided (see
the first two chapters of Hosea) and they were scattered, becoming for all intents and purposes,
Gentiles. But they were promised that they would be restored to the Covenants of the Lord at
a later time. Paul tells us that this began to be fulfilled when the Gentiles began to believe the
Gospel of Jesus Christ (see Romans, the ninth through eleventh chapters). Ephraim's brother
tribe, Manasseh, which means forgotten, is a type of those parts of scattered Israel which are
not yet known or obedient to the Covenants of God.
Assyria is used as a symbol of the nations and nationalism, particularly the aggressive imperial
ism of superpowers. Assyria is characterized as having a strong sense of self-exaltation and a
pronounced disregard for deity. Occasiona1ly Assyria seems to merge with antichrist. This is
due to the extensive power of antichrist over the nations in the last days. Assyria was used by
the Lord to punish His Covenant People and so represents all such punishments and scatterings.
Prophetically, Egypt is a figure of the Fall and of its subsequent attendants, Death, Hell
and the dominion of satan. More generally, it is a figure of the world and its systems. Egypt
is also used as a type of superpower that actually turns out to be something of a paper tiger.
Although encouraging smaller nations to take stands, it fails in its promise and leaves them
high and dry w�en the crunch comes. This is the promise of the world.
Edom is the world at large. Esau was a natural man not given to spiritual things. As much
as he may like the idea of spiritual things he is willing to sell out for lentil soup and makes
alliances (marriages) which are not conducive to the Covenant. Edom is the nation
and people descended from him.
Moab is descended from Lot through his daughter. Lot was slow in responding to the warning
of the Lord and lost most of his family and all of his possessions in the destruction of Sodom.
Rather than go up to the mountain of safety, he begged to be allowed to stop in the city of Zoar
(Smallville). Later he and his surviving daughters did go up into the mountains and hide in a
cave. From there the desolation looked as though it had consumed the whole earth. In order to
propagate the species, Lot's daughters got him drunk and became pregnant by him. Moab and
Ammon were the result. Both these names show the incestuous nature of their begetting. They
are often found together in prophecy and represent short sighted people of an incestuously
inward-looking nature who are more concerned for their own welfare than for the well-being
of others. They are sufficiently involved with the world and its opportunities that their
consciences are deadened to the realities of the wickedness of their habitat (Sodom).
Sodom and Gomorrah are examples of total wickedness and corruption worthy
of total destruction.
Tyre was the capital of the Phoenician Empire, a great mercantile empire which dominated
trade and naval power in the Mediterranean world. As such they are a type of economic powers
and systems. They were also a thoroughly idolatrous people who endeavored to evangelize
the northern kingdom and contributed greatly to her deadly corruption, both religiously
and economically.
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Tarshish was a Phoenician outpost in Iberia at the far end of the Mediterranean Sea. It is used

as a euphemism for the ends of the earth much as we might refer to Timbuktu.

Babylon was not a major player in the days of Isaiah. It was a part of the Assyrian Empire
and the true king of Babylon was the king of Assyria. The Assyrians put Chaldean regents
on the throne, Merodach-baladan being the one who figures in the history of Isaiah, and they
were no end of trouble. Isaiah recognized the potential of Babylon and saw in them a portrait
of the great enemy of God and of His Covenant People. Babylon becomes a figure of the great
antichrist kingdom of the last days.

PROPHETIC TRADITION
Abraham was a prophet. We know this because the Lord told Abimelech that he was.
In the fifteenth chapter of Genesis, Abraham has a vision of Christ. In the establishment
of the Covenant he experiences the Fall with its results and the Redemption.' From this time
forward he is a prophet. Later we find him interceding with the Lord on behalf of Sodom.
This is the key to prophetic ministries. All true prophets of the Lord are interceders.
Prophets have two functions: one is to deliver the word of God to the people; the other is to
perceive the word of God revealed in history. Prophets interpreted or rendered the Covenant
to their generation, continually bringing out the fuller meanings and hidden depths of the
Covenant revelation.
When the Covenant was established with Abraham, it was done in such a fashion that Israel
became a Prophetic People. This does not just mean that they had prophetic gifts and ministries
in their midst. It means that the history of Israel, the things which happen to them, and their
actions and reactions are utilized by God to reveal His purposes and activities. This means
that by seeing what has transpired in the history of Israel we can see what God is doing
and what He will do in the future.
In the eleventh chapter of Numbers, Moses is told to gather seventy of the elders of Israel to the
Tabernacle. When this is done the Lord took of the Spirit which was upon Moses and placed it
upon them. This established prophetic ministries in the Body of the Covenant People.
In the twelfth chapter of Numbers the Lord distinguishes between Moses and other prophets.
All societies have people who have a natural tendency to perception and discernment in spiritual
matters. They become priests, shamans, holy men, prophets, diviners, visionaries, etc. Balaam
was such a one. In Israel these were gathered together into companies or schools in which they
were trained in their ability, in the discipline of the Torah, and brought under the direction and
care of principle prophets. Samuel, Elijah and Elisha are all shown to be involved with such
companies. Such persons were not to be considered in the same class as Moses.
Prior to his death, Moses told the People of Israel that the Lord would raise up to them a prophet
like himself and that they must listen to him in all things (Dt. 18). Jesus is the full fulfillment of
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the "Prophet like unto Moses," but there have been others who have also served in this capacity.
The grammar of the Hebrew text shows that it was to be a continuous institution in Israel. These
prophets might or might not have a natural tendency toward prophetic things, but that didn't
really matter. What did matter was that they had a distinct call from the Lord and were given a
singular capacity for receiving and delivering the word of God. Amos, for example, denies any
aptitude for prophecy and claims only the call of the Lord. Whereas other prophets discern or
receive signs, indications, visual symbols, feelings, etc., the prophet like Moses would receive a
clear, distinct word from the Lord, having a special relationship through his calling. The nature
of this kind of prophet is found in Exodus 7: 1-2. Moses received the words from the Lord and
delivered them to Aaron. Aaron would then serve as Moses' prophet to Pharaoh. This word was
not to be altered in any way, either by addition nor deletion, but was to be an exact repetition
(Dt. 4:2). It was the Word of God. This would be the standard of prophecy. All other prophetic
ministries would be judged by their agreement with this Word. Isaiah was a prophet like Moses.
In the Bible there are two groupings of prophets: the former and the latter. The first are those
books which we sometimes refer to as historical: Joshua, Judges, Samuel and Kings. In these
books we get some of the messages delivered by prophets, usually of a specific nature addressing
particular situations. But these books are called the former prophets because they were recorded
by prophets and were written in such a way as to give the prophetic interpretation of the history
which they record. That is to say that this history is augmented with prophetic perception
of the spiritual nature of Israel as they reveal the plans and purposes of God.
The latter prophets are Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and the books of the short prophets, Hosea
through Malachi. These prophets were raised up when it became obvious that the House of
Israel would be scattered among the nations. In the prophets, Covenant promises were made
concerning the northern tribes and their restoration to the Lord, and the Jews were prepared
in such a fashion that they could endure the scattering without losing their identity.
Shortly before his death, Moses prepared the People of Israel for their subsequent generations
with five discourses which are recorded in Deuteronomy. In the fourth chapter he admonishes
the people to remember, that at the great revelation given at Horeb, they heard a voice but saw
no form. The Word of God is His primary form of communion and of communication.
Visualizations, although they are appealing to us, are secondary.
When the nations divided into north and south, the southern kingdom retained the visual
manifestations of God: the Temple with its furnishings, the garments of the high priest, the
serpent on the pole, etc. The high priest of the House of Aaron also retained a visual form of
ascertaining the will of God, the Urim and Thummim. But the Word of God retained its primacy
as the communication of the will of the Lord. Periodically, the Torah, which was kept by the
priests, was taken out and read to the people. Like most primitive forms of writing, the Hebrew
served initially as a mnemonic device. This is why it has no vowels. The reader, a priest or
Levite, was expected to know the material; the writing was for the purpose of prompting his
memory. So the Word of God was primarily a spoken word.
In the north things were different. Jeroboam, the first king, set up his own shrines and placed
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calves in them. Unlike the Temple in Jerusalem these shrines and their furnishings were not
invested with the Presence of God. In fact, they partook of the influences of the idolatry of
their Gentile neighbors. These visual symbols were void of any God-influence. For this reason
the communion of God in the north was confined almost entirely to the spoken word, through
the readings of the priests and the labors of the prophets.
There are three basic kinds of prophetic messengers and ministries:
Nabi: A speaker, a word prophet; they received the communication of the Lord
in words which they heard or saw.
Ro'eh: A seer; generally the seeing being enhanced by the use of a device or some
kind of visual symbol.
Hozeh: A seer or visionary; one whose discernment or perceptions were quickened
that they might see the reality of things; a revelator.
Generally these would overlap in a prophetic messenger so that they partook of two or more
of these gifts. The southern kingdom enjoyed these gifts to a greater extent. Many of the
prophets of Judah were priests and Levites, their service in the proximity of the Holy of Holies
giving them much opportunity. No such priestly prophets are known in the north. Isaiah
was a hozeh and a nabi.
Moses is recognized as the foremost of the prophets of Israel. He is the standard. Jesus said
that of man born of woman there was none greater than John the Baptist. These two: Moses
and John. Between them stands Isaiah.
The book of Isaiah is arranged into two broad sections. The first is chapters 1-39; the other
is 40-66. The first focuses on the situation of Isaiah's day and generation and extrapolates
from there to later periods of Israel's history, with a particular eye to the last days.
The second looks to the Return from the Babylonian Captivity and finds in that generation
a key to the final work of God in and through Israel.

ISRAEL IS HISTORICAL PROPHECY
The Covenant the Lord made with Abraham is also prophetic of the Resurrection.
In this Covenant, Israel is made to be a prophetic people and nation. She serves as a microcosm
of the history of earth and her inhabitants. The history of Israel portrays the history of God's
involvement with His Creation.
In some cases the Lord God of Israel arranges events and circumstances so that they play out
elements work on behalf of His Creation. An example of this is the story of the Exodus in which
the whole Gospel is portrayed in historical prophecy. Egypt is Death and Hell; Moses is Christ;
the Red Sea is the Resurrection; etc., culminating in the Covenant at the Mountain of God.
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In other cases the history is caused to be written in such a way as to give the revelation
that God wants to be conveyed to His People. This is accomplished by the choice of language,
the selection and value given to certain events over others, etc. By human standards, the king
Omri was the greatest of the kings of the northern kingdom. But he is passed over with only
a few verses while his much less important son, Ahab, is found in chapter after chapter.
This is so that the ministries of Elijah and Elisha can be given full play. What these prophets
did illuminates two related kinds of ministry which are played out again and again in the history
of the Lord's involvement with His Covenant People.
The prophets of Israel understood this principle and utilized it in their prophetic insight and
activity. And their prophecies are so written, that as they address the events and circumstances
of their day, their testimonies become applicable to the events and circumstances which shall be
played out in the future history of the Lord, His Covenant People and the inhabitants of the earth.
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ISAIAH 1
Isaiah 1 is a key to the study of Isaiah. It is an outline of the rest of the book.
L Verses 2-4 are charges against the Covenant People. They are a warning voice to the People
of God which, if heeded, will bring them to repentance.
2. Verses 5-8 tell of invasion and war.
3. Verse 9 speaks of Sodom and Gomorrah. But it also mentions the Remnant.
4a. Verses 10-15 have to do with deplorable worship.
4b. Verses 16-20 are an invitation.
5. Verses 21-23 concern the city of Zion.
6. Verses 24-25 deal with the vengeance of the Lord on His adversaries.
7. Verses 26-31 tell of the restoration of all things and the destruction of the wicked in
unquenchable fire.
Isaiah 1 is an introduction to the book. It is not the beginning of his prophecy but has been
selected by the compiler to lead the rest of the book. It is thematic in that it introduces all of
the principle themes that are covered by Isaiah in his career. Notice that it is addressed primarily
to Judah and Jerusalem. However it has application to all the Covenant People of the Lord.
1:2-3 This is a Covenant book. It begins by calling upon the Covenant witnesses (Dt. 30: 19).
Isaiah's book deals with the Covenant People of the Lord in terms of the Covenant which they
have with the Lord. Covenant People are expected to so arrange their lives, individually and
as a body of people, that they can and do keep the terms of the Covenant, not only in its
particulars, but in its spirit as well. By Covenant, the Lord is the King of Israel and is committed
to their well being. By the Covenant, Israel is His Kingdom and is expected to be loyal subjects.
The Covenant goes beyond simple religious, political and economic strictures. It establishes
family relationships between the Lord and His people. Isaiah, as well as other of the prophets,
constantly speak in terms of parents, children and marriage.
This chapter is a Covenant lawsuit in which the People are accused of being rebellious children.
It is not left open to them to claim weakness of the flesh, ignorance, pressures of circumstances,
human fallibility, or any other mitigating circumstance to excuse themselves. They are pro
nounced to be rebels. The law of the rebellious son found in Dt. 21 is very simple and plain.
If a son is found to be stubborn after his parents have done what they could to correct him, he is
to be brought before the elders (in our case the Covenant witnesses) and if found to be culpable
8

of the charge, put to death. This is exactly what the Lord is doing.
He goes on to tell them that they are dumb. Dumber than dumb animals. At least they know the
voice of their master and where the feed stall is. Israel has not quite got that one figured out yet.
We Covenant People have a hard time remembering which side of the bread the butter is on.
Jesus told a similar story which has upset Christians ever since. It is the parable of the crooked
steward (Luke 16) in which this rascal, about to be fired because of malfeasance, pulls off one
last scam job against his erstwhile master in order to provide himself with some decent prospects
after his dismissal. Jesus then went on to say that the children of this world are smarter than the
children of the light. In other words we have a tendency to be dumb. We should be content with
the Lord's stall and quit wandering around looking at the other offerings.
1:4 This is a catalogue of the problems:
Sin: To miss the mark, as in archery.
Iniquity: Bent or crooked; our nature as a result of the Fall. It is hard to hit the target if
the arrow is crooked; ailowance needs to be made in the aiming.
Evildoers: Harmful, injurious.
Corrupt: Putrid.
Forsakers of the Lord.
Provokers of the Holy One of Israel;
Gone backwards: the Lord's People are expected to be moving forward; there is nothing
stationary about the Lord and there shouldn't be about His flock. These people are not
only not trying, they are willfully doing it backwards.
1:5-6 The results of their brand of "faithfulness" is evident. What is portrayed here is not simple
sickness or disease. It is the picture of someone who has been through the mill, who has been
beaten, who has stumbled over the rocks and through the thorns, and is covered with welts and
cuts, and is suffering from exhaustion and infections.
1:7-8 They have been totally overcome by their problems, surrounded and pillaged by enemy
armies, both figuratively and literally.
Note: Hippolytus, a bishop of the third century, in his exposition on the book of Daniel, refers
this passage to the condition of the Church in the last days.
Zion: Jerusalem is built on four hills, one of which is Zion. This was the site of the original city,
the one which was taken by David. As the city grew, the fortified Zion became the citadel, the
primary fortress of the city. Within these precincts, David established his royal house and court.
Later, he purchased property for the Temple, which his son, Solomon, built. Thus the royal
house and the House of the Lord were brought into close proximity to one another. With the
passage of time and under the influence of the prophets these two obtained a close identification
so that Zion became a symbol of the Rule of God on earth and in heaven. In Isaiah, Zion is the
seat of the Government of God in the midst of His Covenant People.
Daughter of: This was an idiomatic expression designating cities and districts that were
9

dependent upon or subordinate to the principle. The daughters of Zion (plural) would be

the other administrative parts of God's Kingdom (cities in Israel, stakes in the Church).
The daughter of Zion (singular) would be Jerusalem or the Church.

1:9-10 Sodom and Gomorrah are a type of complete and irredeemable corruption doomed to
destruction. Nothing short of the grace of God provides for the maintenance of a Remnant.
There is no suggestion here of a righteous few whom God deigns to preserve. The fact of
preservation at all is wholly due to the mercy of God. This is the first mention of the Remnant.
God will accomplish that which He sets out to do. He will fulfill His Covenants, He will utilize
Israel in the way He intended, He will finish what He started. In the eleventh chapter of Romans
Paul tells us that "the gifts and callings of God are without repentance." The Lord does not go
along and then decide, "Well, it was a bad shot; I had better start over with a new project." He
worked all of that out prior to starting the project in the first place. God will preserve a Remnant
because Israel is His Plan and He will not fail.
1:12-15 This is a wholesale rejection of the worship of the people. Even prayers are an exercise
in futility. Notice that in this whole list of worshipful activity there is no mention of a sin
offering. This is worship which seeks the good will and blessing of the Lord, which celebrates
and rejoices and seeks to embrace the benefits of the Lord's Coven�nt, but which involves no
repentance, no confession of sin and no adjustment of lifestyle on the part of the worshippers.
Indeed, their society is characterized by bloodshed and their worship is iniquity, perversion.
This idea of bloodshed is not limited to physical violence. It includes the development of
structures and attitudes of society which oppress people and drive them down to the depths of
despair, which results in people committing suicide, which drives people to such desperation
that they commit violence, which leaves people without any sense of hope, living lives of death,
often seeking escape from reality through mind-numbing activities. The rabbis taught, as does
the Bible, .that the Lord does not judge a society by how well things are going on the top, but by
how life is experienced at the bottom of the society. Violence is not just physical; it is mental,
spiritual, economic, social, etc.
1:16-18 This is an invitation. God never judges without giving warning and an opportunity
to repent. This is what God is looking for.
Wash: This is Covenant language. When Israel was preparing to meet God and hear the voice of
the Lord at the Holy Mountain they washed. The Covenant of the people of the Church of Christ
is initiated in the waters of baptism. But the great washing which truly cleanses is the Blood of
Christ. This will purge not only the outer deeds but also the inner soul. All relationships with
God must begin at the Cross of Christ.
Change is what the Lord is looking for. Obedience to the word of the Lord.
Judgment: Different words are translated from the Hebrew. One means pleading. Another
means to examine a case and render a verdict. When people are told to seek judgment it means
justice, usually social. In the beginning all people were created equal insofar as we have an
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equal standing before God. The Lord expects His People to extend this equality throughout our
society. Judgment is the process of establishing justice. The purpose of the Lord's courts is to
find the best solution for reasserting the shalom of the Lord, for finding His ways and making
reconciliation.
Come, let us reason: This is the language of court. We are being presented with the opportunity
to present our side of the case, to show in what respect the Lord has failed to keep His side of the
bargain, to show how He has expected too much, to overturn the charges He has brought against
us. The Lord knows that if we come and do this in an honest fashion we will be brought to
repentance and find a remission of our sins.

1:19-20 This is promise and warning.
1:21-23 The faithful city is Zion. The first city recorded in the Bible is the city which Cain built

after removing to the land of Nod. He named it after his son Enoch. The descendents of Cain
proceeded to lay the foundation of our present civilization. In response to this, the Lord called
together another people under the ministry of Enoch. They constituted a new and different kind
of city, the City of God. After the Flood, a new Cainitic city of violence broke out, that of Babel
(Babylon), a city of confusion. Israel is God's response to this aberration. The capita] city of the
Lord should exemplify the character of God, His ethics and morality, His intelligence and love
and wisdom, His purposes. It has failed to do so. It is no different than any other city.
Silver: A sign of the atonement; they have attempted to overcome sin in their own human ways
and have sought wholeness with the methods of the world.
Wine: A type of the Spirit; they have quenched it and deleted its power.

1:24-25 The Lord promises that His enemies will not get away with it forever. Although this is

true of all of His enemies, this has particular reference to those enemies who are of His own
People.

1:26-27 This is the Restoration. All references in the scriptures which speak of a restoration

speak of the House of Israel. Israel is God's own creation, designed by Him to accomplish His
purposes. Only when Israel is fully restored to the Lord and His Covenants will the Plan of God
be completed. All other people, who are called to a Covenant relationship with the Lord, are
added to Israel as soon as they enter into the Covenant. Israel is going to be restored to the
Covenants, as she was at the first, at the Mountain of God where she was first constituted the
Kingdom of God.
Mal. 4:4: Remember ye the (Torah) of Moses My servant, which I commanded unto him
in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments.
This is a counsel concerning the last days.
Zion will gain a new reputation at the time of her redemption. She shall be redeemed with
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judgment. This means that His justice shall prevail. Zion's converts are the People of God
who repent, as well as those who are responding to the gospel for the first time. They shall be
redeemed with righteousness. This means that they shall embrace the Lord's righteousness,
not their own.
The dross is human attempts to accomplish redemption.
The tin is using our plans and programs to accomplish the Lord's will.
1:28-31 Transgression is willful sin. In the Day of the Lord's visitation, ample warning having
been given, all sin is condemned to destruction. They are classed as those who forsake, depart
from, deny, abandon the Lord.
Oaks were gathering places chosen by judges, prophets, diviners, priests, and other persons of
authority, government and religion to conduct their business. They were frequently connected to
idolatry. Gardens were little parks for the purpose of worshipping the local gods. These will all
wither and die, leaving their adherents bereft and in confusion.
Tow is tinder.
The maker of it is those who have planted the gardens and oak parks. They shall all bum to
gether with unquenchable fire.
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SECTION 1
ISAIAH2-5
THE INDICTMENT OF THE COVENANT PEOPLE
These prophecies are those which Isaiah delivered in the last days of the reign of Uzziah and
during the regency of Jotham. Judah was in spiritual decline and the prophet was endeavoring
to recall them to Covenant purity.

ISAIAH2
2:1-4 This section begins with a vision of the Kingdom of God in the Millennium. The
mountains and hills are kingdoms, nations, religions and churches. The Kingdom of God rises
above them all. Nations and peoples will come to the centers of the Kingdom to learn of the
Lord and His ways which are the ways of peace. War will have come to an end.
Some have seen in this mountain the place of the Revelation of God. In that perspective the
other mountains and hills are those places which have some truth, but not a fullness.
Micah has a modified form of the same prophecy in the fourth chapter of his book. At the end
of his version it reads as follows:
For all people will walk every one in the name of his god, and we will walk in the Name
of the Lord our God for ever and ever. Mic. 4:5.
In the early years of the millennial reign there will still be many who are worshipping false gods
and idols. This is why they will be coming to the Mountain of the Lord's House (Israel): to learn
about the True God of Heaven and Earth.
Dan. 7:12: As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away;
yet their lives were prolonged for a season and time.
Zech. 14:16: And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which
came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the Lord
of hosts; and to keep the feast of Tabernacles.
Torah shall go forth from Zion: This is the seat of judgment, the administrative center of the
Kingdom of God.
The word of the Lord shall go forth from Jerusalem: this is the throne of God (Jer.3:17), the seat
of His government and court, the place of worship and the religious capital.
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The judging which shall be taking place at this time will concern the treatment of Israel by the
nations (Matt. 25); the degree of their compliance with the Law of God according to their natural
light (Rom. 2); and the determination of which of them shall be free in the millennium and which
shall come under confinement (D&C 85:28-35).
2:5 This vision of the Kingdom concludes with an invitation to Jacob to come and participate in
His great plans.
This is followed by a blistering castigation for their sins. They have gone astray into wickedness
and therefore the Lord has abandoned them to their choices.
2:6-9 The specific ways in which they have gone astray:
Occultic practices. Today Eastern philosophy and religion have penetrated those societies
which formerly were predominantly Christian. There has also been a resurgence of old forms
of European religion and interest in the religious practices of many primitive peoples. Psychic
phenomena is simply occultism under a new name.
Pleasing ourselves in strangers may have reference to interest in the occultic and religious
practices of others; on the other hand it could refer to marriage and other entanglements with
non-Covenant people.
Idolatry, the worship of things that we make and do: specific mention is made of our wealth
and military power.
The ninth verse reads differently in Joseph Smith's version. The King James and other Bibles
make this a continuation of the charge of idol worship: that everyone from the low ("mean"
meant commoner in earlier times) to the high were worshipping these false gods. In the new
version (which speaks to our times) it says that no one is humble; pride is made to be a major sin
of our day and age. Pride in our works and accomplishments, perhaps.
2:10-22 This constitutes a warning of the coming Day of the Lord.
A Day of the Lord is a visitation from God. Advance warning is always given in order that
people might repent and return to God and His ways. These visitations come to the Covenant
People of God. Once this has happened they may spread out to other people also. Promises of
grace and blessing always accompany the warning. For those who have ignored the Covenant
and the warning the visitation will be one of Judgment in which the Lord will punish transgres
sors and sinners. First, grace is extended, and then wrath is poured out upon the unrepentant.
Those who repent in the early part of the wrath will be delivered, but just barely. Those who
repent prior to the outpouring of wrath will receive much in the way of favorable outpourings.
Examples:
Sodom and Gomorrah: The Lord investigated the charges to see if they were true; He received
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the intercession of Abraham, His Covenant partner; Lot was rescued; judgment was poured out.
Nineveh: Jonah was sent to warn them; they repented and the Lord extended His grace to them,
withholding judgment until a later generation.
Samaria: Numerous prophets were sent to them and every opportunity was given that they might
repent; then Assyria came and carried them away.
Judah in the days of Hezekiah: Prophets were sent to them; they humbled themselves before the
Lord and obeyed their king; Hezekiah placed his trust in the Lord; God sent an angel to turn
away the Assyrian army.
Judah in the days of Jeremiah: Prophets were sent to warn and advise them of their danger;
they rejected them with their counsel; Babylon came and carried them into Captivity.
Judah in the days of Christ: John Baptist and Jesus of Nazareth came to the� with the word
of the Lord's grace; they were rejected, as were the apostles after them; Rome came, destroyed
the nation and scattered the people.
All "Days of the Lord" which have happened and are recorded in scripture shall be replayed
in some measure at the great last Day of the Lord in the end of days.
2:10 This keys Isaiah's prophecy of the Day of the Lord to the Sixth Seal as recorded in the sixth
chapter of Revelation. This is emphatically restated in verses nineteen and twenty-one.
2:11 The key to the Day of the Lord: In that day only the Lord will be exalted. No idol,
no human being, no people shall be getting or taking any glory.

***THE LORD ALONE SHALL BE EXALTED***
No one will be getting any credit for anything that they have done; they will give it to the Lord.
No one will be giving any credit to anyone for anything except to the Lord. This is repeated
throughout this section.
2:12-17 Everyone and everything which is high, proud, lifted up, lofty or in any way exalted
shall be brought down by the Lord. The trick is to get humbled today. Only those who are
m the valley of humility are going to come out well in that Day.
3N. 5:49: Blessed are they who... come down into the depths of humility...
Al. 16:136: Because you were compelled to be humble you were blessed, do you not
suppose that they are more blessed who truly humble themselves because of the word?

2: 18 The end of idolatry among the Covenant People. It is important that these things are being
addressed to the Covenant People, not to others. This is as much true of the Covenant People of
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the last great Day as of the people of Isaiah's generation.
2:19 The terrible shaking of the earth: This presumes to be the greatest earthquake in the history
of the Earth. Later prophecies will suggest that the very Earth may be moved out of its orbit.
This happens in response to the proximity of the Lord in His wrath.
2:22 Why do you pay attention to what puny human beings think? might do? They're only
mortal; they're going to die. What does their opinion matter?
Altogether too often the People of God are influenced by the world in which we live. We read
or listen to the philosophers of the world and are impressed by their erudition, their intelligence,
their skillful reasonings and allow ourselves to be moved by them. Moved away from the re
vealed truth of God. Through the media, we are exposed to the urgencies and issues of politicos,
economists, rabble rousers, opinion makers and others, with the result that we are caught up in
those things which the world believes to be important and neglect the things of the Lord.
Isa. 40: 15: Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the small dust
of the balance.

ISAIAH3
3:1 This entails a shift to the Third Seal of the book of Revelation, in which famine is forecast.
The phrase "stay and staff' is idiomatic of the essentials, particularly of food and water,
which promote life and the ability of a society to survive. The Lord will remove these from His
Covenant People. This will impel them to either give up or to cast their care upon the Lord.
3:2-7 In the wake of total economic disaster, confidence in the authorities will erode and new
leadership will begin to take over. The stability of society will begin to collapse as the old forms,
mores, institutions, expectations, methods of operation and standards fall away or fail to live up
to their promise. Those who are knowledgeable in leadership and administration are replaced
with the immature and the inexperienced. People who have or appear to have any possessions
or who have been less severely hit by the hard times will be regarded as potential leaders and
pressed into service against their will. In such times as these oppression will become common
and respect for those to whom it is due will breakdown.
A few years ago Robert Bly wrote a book, The Sibling Society, in which he presents a case
for our present society as militating against maturity. He says that with each generation we
are moving further and further into an adolescent society in which we long for immediate
gratification, avoid responsibility, seem to be incapable or unwilling to project the results of our
decisions into the future more than six months or two years and are generally losing our respect
for one another and for the wisdom of previous generations.
This is the same kind of thing which happened to the Nephite society in the final days before the
coming of Christ. Their whole society split asunder into kingdoms and communities ruled by
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strong personalities. Today we can see the cleavage of our social order being eroded by the
excessive concern over personal rights which is gradually displacing the rights of society to
provide for its own well being. The balance, which was admittedly heavy handed toward society
in the past, has now begun to go past the center and is moving to the opposite extreme.
Disrespect for authority is rampant and former standards are quickly becoming extinct.
3:8-9 The ruination of the Covenant People comes because they, embracing the new mores of
society, have both spoken against and acted against the counsels and commandments of the Lord.
Provoke the eyes of His glory:
2Chr. 16:9: For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew
Himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward Him.
Dt. 8:7-18: [Summation] The Lord your God brought you into abundance.
So when you have enjoyed it to the full, bless the Lord your God, and don't forget Him
by not keeping His commandments, lest when you have fully enjoyed the abundance
your heart be lifted up, and you forget the Lord your God and you say in your heart,
My power and the might of my hand has gotten me this wealth. But thou shalt remember
the Lord thy God; for it is He that giveth thee power to get wealth, that He may establish
His Covenant which He sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day.
Their countenance (character shown in the face) witnesses against them. Like Sodom they are
not ashamed; they openly proclaim their wickedness.
3:10-11 What we do determines the reward that we get.
3:12 Children oppress the Lord's People and women rule over them.
Our society has a great fear of death and has responded to this fear with a cult of Youth; young
is good, old is bad. We don't want to have to face the prospects of old age and of death. These
things are shunted off into hospitals and old folks homes where we don't have to notice them
except on special occasions. We glorify youth and young people, and allow their values to
become the values of our society. Whole industries are built up around the desire to remain
youthful.
More and more women are moving into the realms of power in every facet of our society. This
is because the men are abandoning their responsibilities and have lost much of their sense of
direction. In part, the reason for the movement of women into positions of responsibility is, that
for too many generations, their role and importance in society has been demeaned and they have
been cut off from their proper roles as equal partners. We created a society in which only men's
roles and positions were respected and considered important.
The leaders of the Lord's People are responsible for what has and is happening.
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3: 13-15 First the Lord pleads with His People and their leaders. When He finds no adequate
response He then enters into judgment. He accuses the leaders, those who should have the care
of the flock as their chief aim, of having participated in their oppression. The prophets are full of
this kind of condemnation of false shepherds (Eze. 34; Jer. 23; Zech. 10, 11).
The ancients are the elders.
3:16-27 The section on the daughters of Zion works on two levels: one concerns the women
who enjoy themselves in the abundance which has been produced by the oppression of the poor.
The Lord is going to remove all of this finery and reveal them for the spiritually impoverished
souls that they truly are. In the end war and other devastations will so thoroughly deplete the
male population that they will make any kind of offer in order to gain the security and
respectability of marriage.
On the second level, these daughters of Zion represent the sub units of the Kingdom of God:
stakes, local churches, cities and towns in Israel, etc. One early commentator on the book of
Revelation, Victorinus, a bishop in North Africa, compared these seven women to the churches
addressed in the second and third chapters of that book. He said that the man they would
endeavor to align themselves with at the last minute is Christ. These daughters certainly
compare with the Church of Laodicea who have shut out the Lord and taken glory in themselves
and their wealth and finery.

ISAIAH4
4:1-5 At this point the prophet shifts again, this time to the Sixth Seal in which the Church
and all of Israel are fully purged of their transgression.
The Branch: Primarily this refers to Christ. He is referred to in this manner in several places
in the prophets. Secondarily it refers to the Body of Christ, Israel in full Covenant perfection.
Eph. 1:22-23: The Church, which is His Body, the fullness of Him that filleth all in all.
This glory shall be after the total purging of the Covenant People. This purging shall be by:
The Spirit of judgment: The Spirit of God which searches the hearts, leading to chastisements
which shall compel some to repentance; and which shall impel others to leave the Body, the Holy
Community of God.
The Spirit of burning: The power of the Holy Spirit which shall complete the sanctification of the
repentant and destroy the rest. This fire shall also destroy all the works of the saved which are
unworthy of the Kingdom (compare lCor. 3). Some, like Lot, will be left with little more than
ashes.
The cloud and the smoke are the Cloudy Pillar that led the People of Israel out of Egypt. The
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shining of a flaming fire is Pillar of Fire. These shall be the defense of the Covenant People of
God in the last day.
These are signs of the Covenant. In the fifteenth chapter of the book of Genesis, the Covenant is
established with Abraham. At the end of the experience, he sees these two things pass between
the altars, making the Covenant: a smoking furnace and a burning lamp. When the People of
Israel later come out of Egypt this sign is given to them concerning the protection and the author
ity of the Patriarchal Covenant by which they are both liberated and brought up to the Mountain
of God and ultimately to the fullness of the Promises.
By setting up the Patriarchal Covenant in this fashion, God, who is the only one who passes
between the pieces of the Covenant sacrifices, guarantees the completion of the Covenant, that it
will not depend upon human ability or be broken by human weakness and failure. This is the
Covenant by which Israel is redeemed from Egypt and the bondage.
In this Covenant, God makes Covenant with God. Abraham is the beneficiary of the Covenant.
The Fire represents the fullness of God in His glory: God the Father. The Cloud of Smoke is a
figure of God the Son in whom the fullness of the majesty is concealed by the flesh. The Fire is
concealed within the Smoke; it is one Pillar. Just so, the fullness of God was within the person
of Jesus of Nazareth (Col. 1:9) and we poor human beings can endure His Presence without fear
of death (!Tim. 6:14-16). It is in this way that we are able to have dealings with God. All
revelation is mediated to us through this particular manifestation of the Holy One of Israel. It is
rather like a welder using smoked glass so that he doesn't go blind looking at the glory of the arc.
The Covenant of Redemption was made between God the Son and God the Father at the Cross.
This is secured to us by His/Their faithfulness. Christ is the Tabernacle of God.

ISAIAH 5
Chapter five is the quintessential parable of the Vineyard. All other vineyard parables should be
read with this one in mind. So should parables of the Olive Tree.
Matt. 20: The laborers.
Matt. 21: The farmers.
Rom. 11: The Olive Tree.
Jb. 3: The Olive Tree.
D&C 98: The servants.
5:1-7 The Beloved is Christ; the Vineyard belongs to Him.
The fruitful hill is the Earth, Creation. The whole property is His.
The Vineyard is Israel. The Vineyard is the portion bounded by the Covenant.
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Judah is the pleasant plant. This is because it is in Jerusalem that the Lord caused His throne,

the Tabernacle, with the Ark of the Covenant, to be set up. It is in Judah that He found a "man
after His own heart," David, with whom He could Covenant concerning the Everlasting King.
The fencing consists of a hedge and a wall:
The hedge: The Covenant regulations.
The wall: Covenant protection and deliverance.

5:8-10 Mergers, the replacement of small business with powerful corporations, of small farms

and ranches with large landowners, the consolidation of wealth.

Lev. 25:23: The land shall not be sold forever, for the land is Mine, for ye are strangers
and sojourners with Me.
This chapter concerns the law of the Jubilee in which landholdings went back to the original
possessors. The principle was that the Land belonged to the Lord, not to Israel. It was His
to dispose of as He saw fit. Once He had given it for a stewardship to a particular family
it was not to be lost to that family; in the Jubilee it would be restored. In this way families
would not be forced into poverty and dependency.
The result of this greed is that the time will come when whole houses will be left empty;
they will come to nothing. Houses can mean families, dynasties, holdings, estates, etc. This
speaks of the bankruptcy of landowners and businesses, of the collapse of both power and
wealth which has been passed from one generation to another; inherited wealth and position.
Wealth and resources will dry up and no longer be productive.

5:11-17 Woe to the drunkards and carousers, to those who believe it is party time, but who
have no concern for the Lord or His doings.
Result: Captivity. Honorable people suffer along with the multitudes. Sheol is enlarged
to receive the people who take glory to themselves and are lifted up; this applies to all classes
of people for it is an attitude of the heart.

IN THAT DAY THE LORD OF HO STS SHALL BE EXALTED
IN JUDGMENT; THE HOLY GOD SHALL BE SANCTIFIED
IN RIGHTEOUSNESS.
Exalted because He establishes justice; sanctified (recognized in His holiness) in the
righteousness of His People.
Judgment is the decisions, the policies, and the rulings of the people who hold authority.
Justice is social equity.
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Righteousness is the personal ethics and morality of individuals within the society.
During the time of the Captivity the land will go wild and become pasturage for the benefit
of aliens. Lambs will get the benefit.
Because they have no knowledge: Those who have no regard for the Lord and His doings
will have no knowledge of Him or His ways. This will result in activity which will bring
His wrath and which will be destructive to society generally.
Hos. 4:6: My People are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because thou hast rejected
knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to Me. Seeing thou hast
forgotten the Law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.
Hos. 6:6: For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of Goct·more than
burnt offerings.
John 17:3: And this is Life Eternal, that they might know Thee, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent.
Luke 11:53: Woe unto you, lawyers, for ye have taken away the key of knowledge,
the fullness of the scriptures; ye enter not in yourselves into the IGngdom, and them
that were entering in, ye hindered.
5:18-19 Woe to them that drag their sin behind them. This means that it doesn't become
obvious immediately, but only in reflection.
lTim. 3:24: Some men's sins are open beforehand, going before to judgment; and some
men they follow after.
This means that some are obvious, such as thieves, scoundrels, muggers, etc. The others
are those whose sins are not so easily discerned: those who teach false doctrine, who act
philanthropically for personal gain, etc.
They pretend to follow the Lord, but do not; they earnestly desire the Day of the Lord,
but do so for reasons not in accord with the heart of God.
Am. 5: 18: wo·e unto you that desire the Day of the Lord! To what end is it for you?
the Day of the Lord is darkness, and not light.
Many people who long for the coming of the last Day are in for a surprise. It will not be a day of
glory to them, as they imagine. They are self righteous, conceited, imagine that they are some
kind of spiritual giants, yet they have never come to know the Lord. They may know a lot about
God, but they do not know Him. Today there are many who already have fallen away because
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their expectations have not been fulfilled, because certain "facts" turned out to be not facts,
because they have depended on doctrine or theology rather than a personal acquaintance
with the Savior, because they came in looking for the blessing, but not the Cross.
5:20-21 Woe to those who can't tell the difference between good and evil. Having disregarded
the word of the Lord they have no foundation by which to judge; they must depend upon their
own considerations, feelings, viewpoints, the judgments of society at large, etc. They end up
doing what seems good to them, but what the Lord does not approve of.
Matt. 16:24: Get thee behind Me, satan! Thou art an offense unto Me; for thou savorest
not the things of God, but the things of men.
Prov. 14:12: There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the
ways of death.
5:22-24 Woe to those who vigorously pursue other spirits than that of the Lord. They mix the
things of the Lord and the things of the world. They justify wickedness for personal benefit:
money, prestige, whatever.
Result: They shall bum and be utterly consumed. The trembling hills are an earthquake.
Reason: They have thrown out the Lawfforah of the Lord; they have despised the word of the
Holy One of Israel.
The Word of the Lord is always Christ. Every word of God is processed through the Son of God
and is some measure of an expression of Him. When the word of the Lord is being rejected,
Christ is being rejected.
5:25-30 For these things, the woes, the anger of the Lord is against His People. He has and will
smite them.
The Ensign: This ensign will summon armies of the nations against the Covenant People of the
Lord. They will come great distances to strike against them. This army will have no stragglers,
no laggards, no ill equipped. They will be fully and powerfully armed and they shall be fierce.
No one will be able to deliver from them. Darkness and sorrow shall be the fate of the Covenant
People.
The darkness of the heavens could mean a diminishing of revelation. After the Church rebelled
against the Lord in 1833 there was a diminishing of revelation.
Joel 2: The punishing army from the north.
Jer. 4: 11-31: (Synopsis) A dry wind from the wilderness, the enemy like a whirlwind;
Jerusalem, wash your heart from wickedness, that you may be saved; call the nations
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to come out against Judah because they have rebelled against the Lord; the sound of the
trumpet, the alarm of war; destruction, the whole land is spoiled. How long shall I see
the Standard/Ensign? My People is foolish, they have not known Me; they are wise
to do evil, but to do good they are ignorant. The total desolation that will take the earth
[compare Isa. 24]. The flight from the city and the spoiling of the people. The woman
in travail. Woe is Me now! My soul is wearied because of murders.
Jer. 6:1-5: (Synopsis) Benjamin is warned to flee from Jerusalem. A trumpet is to be
blown in Tekoa (to blow, as a trumpet). A Signal/Ensign is to be set up in Beth-hakkerem
(House of the Vineyard)! Evil is coming from the north. Zion is in big trouble. The
shepherds and their flocks (Assyrian armies) are coming. They will prepare the battle
against her. The attack plan.

SECTION2
ISAIAH 6-10
INVASION AND WAR
In this section we see an unfaithful king, an unfaithful people, division with the Covenant body,
and the rising danger of the world and the nations of the world. These chapters have to do with
warfare between the Covenant Peoples and the Lord's chastisement of His People through the
agency of the nations.

ISAIAH 6
6:1-5 In the year that Uzziah died.
2Chr. 26: His name means "My strength is YHWH." (He was also known as Azariah
which means "YHWH has helped.") He was a good king who reigned for fifty-two
years. But at the end he became proud and invaded the priest's office. This resulted in
his being struck with leprosy in the last few years of his life. His son, Jotham, functioned
as regent during this time.
Isaiah was at the Temple and in contemplation of these things, the propensity of good people
to get sidetracked by their own perception of their goodness. This resulted in his seeing a vision
of the true King of Israel in al1 His holiness. Isaiah was already a prophet at this time and he still
had a fairly high opinion of his own righteousness.
When he saw the true holiness this all changed. He saw himself as he truly was:

WOE IS :ME! FOR I AM RUINED; FOR I AM
A MAN OF UNCLEAN LIPS, AND DWELL IN
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THE MIDST OF A PEOPLE OF UNCLEAN
LIPS. AND NOW I HAVE SEEN (THE REAL
KING OF HOLINESS) YHWH SABAOATH.
Isaiah realized that he was a spiritual leper and no better than the dying king.
Lev. 13: The law pertaining to leprosy, the indications the priest should look for.
Vs. 4-6: The things a leper must do to avoid contact with other people. This includes
covering the lips.
This astounded Isaiah and shook him to the core of his being.
D&C 22: Moses, after he had seen the glory of God: Now I know that man is nothing,
which thing I never had supposed.
Luke 22:60-62: Peter, after he discovers what manner of man he really is.
This is the kind of revelation we must have if we are to truly enter into the holiness of the Lord.

6:6-7 It is only by an act of God that Isaiah's problem is dealt with: the seraph brings a
burning coal from the altar (of incense) and touches his lips with it. By this his iniquity is
purged; he is no longer just forgiven, he is cleansed. It is only by revelation that we truly realize
what kind of people we really are. This is one of the major reasons for revelation, not simply
to get some information from time to time. It is to place us in a realization of our awful poverty
before the Lord and of our great need.
Seraph: Fiery burning one. This is the same term used in reference to the serpents which
attacked the House of Israel while in the wilderness. In this place it is a representation
of the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives today.
We must be dealt with by the Spirit of God in similar fashion: one that transforms us and bums
out the unholiness. Like Isaiah, we don't take these matters seriously enough and imagine that
we are somehow OK, that we are at least as good as, perhaps better than, the Uzziahs we see
around us. We must have the revelation. Isaiah was already a prophet, but not to himself.
We imagine that the word of God applies to others, not to ourselves.
After this experience the prophecies of Isaiah have a greater compassion than do the
first five chapters. It is also after this that he begins to see clearly the coming of the Messiah,
the true King of Israel, and the ministry which He will perform.
The Altar of Incense is a symbol of the ministry of the heart.

6:8-10 The Lord issues a call: Whom shall I send?
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Isaiah answers by volunteering to go. Notice that he does not know for what exactly he is
volunteering. This is a sign of the last days. Psalm 110 contains a prophecy that in the Day
of His Power, His People will be willing. They will not have to be dragged into service and
they will not require all kinds of assurances first. Compare this:
D&C 102:3b: Where is their God? Behold, He will deliver in time of trouble;
otherwise we will not go up unto Zion, and will keep our money.
Notice the peculiar nature of the commission that the prophet is given. Remember
that this is a mission to the Covenant People of the Lord.
He is to: Make the heart of the People heavy; to deafen their ears; to blind their eyes. And all
this that they might not convert and be healed! What a way for the Lord to treat His own People.
Notice that Isaiah is faithful. In the course of his book notice how he prophesies sleep,
blindness, etc. upon the People of the Lord.
This is not all; go back to the days of Moses:
Dt. 29:4: Yet the Lord has not given you a heart to perceive, and eyes to see, and ears
to hear, unto this day.
Ps. 103:7: He made known His ways unto Moses, His acts unto the Children of Israel.
There are two aspects to this peculiar commission:
1. The Lord tends to give to people what they truly desire in their hearts. They must then settle
for the final consequences of their desires. If they want things which draw them away from the
Lord then the result will be a darkening of the mind and ultimately, delusion. See 2Thes. 2: 11.
2. By not giving Israel the fullness the Lord left room for the Gentiles to enter into
the Covenant. Rom. 9-11.
Human beings being what they are, if Israel had been fully receptive to the Covenant and all that
it entailed it would have become an Israeli thing. Had the Jews received Christ in the day of His
first coming, the Church would have been a Jewish thing and Gentiles would have been, at best,
second class citizens in the Kingdom of God. The Lord is not looking for a Kingdom with class
distinctions based on accident of birth. Consider the following:
D&C 85:16: And if ye ask anything that is not expedient for you, it shall tum unto your
condemnation.
D&C 83:8: And your minds in times past have been darkened because of unbelief, and
because you have treated lightly the things you have received, which vanity and unbelief
hath brought the whole Church under condemnation. And this condemnation resteth
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upon the children of Zion, even all; and they shall remain under this condemnation until
they repent and remember the New Covenant, even the Book of Mormon and the former
commandments which I have given them, not only to say, but to do according to that
which is written.

ISAIAH7
7:1-6 This war started in the last year of the reign of Jotham. He himself was faithful, but the
people were in spiritual decline (2K. 15; 2Chr. 27). In Ahaz they received a ruler who was even
worse than they were.
Pekah, the king of Israel, had allied himself with Rezin, King of Syria. Assyria had just recently
received a new ruler, Tiglath-pileser (known as Pul in the Bible), and they were putting together
a coalition for the purpose of throwing off the Assyrian influence in the area. They wanted the
complicity of their southern brothers, but Judah was determined to leave well enough alone; they
wanted no part of such an action.
A siege in the final days of Jotham had not succeeded, but the coalition was not finished with
their persuasions. They concocted a plan in which they hoped to remove Ahaz from the throne
in Jerusalem and replace him with a prince of Tyre.
Ahaz should have had greater confidence in the Lord. According to the history he had already
had assistance from one of the Lord's prophets; but in fact he was already worshipping other
gods and looking in other directions (2Chr. 28).
It was at this point that Isaiah was sent to him. He found him checking the water supply,
Jerusalem's greatest weakness being an insufficiency in that regard. Isaiah took his son with
him. Shear Jashub means "A Remnant Shall Return." The prophet's fundamental message is
to not fear the alliance.
7:7-9 The Lord had a plan whereby Judah would be delivered from the threat and Ephraim
would cease to be a nation within sixty-five years.
The warning is a rhyming pun in Hebrew: If you are not sure (of this word), you will not be
secure (in this word).
7:10-16 The Lord then offers Ahaz a sign of his own choosing, which he refuses in a pious, high
sounding tone. He doesn't really want a sign. To be given a verification of the word of the Lord
might mean he would actually have to act upon it. Like many people Ahaz preferred to remain
in the darkness of unbelief rather than to enter into the obligations of light. The Lord finds this
attitude tiresome. Ahaz already had his own plan and wanted the option of disbelief so that he
could pursue it.
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The Lord chooses His own sign: the birth of a son, Immanuel (God With Us), by an "alma."
This word "alma" means a young woman. In regular usage it is applied to virgins, but is not the
proper Hebrew word for a virgin.
Before this child is weaned or has reached the age of accountability the threat from the alliance
will be at an end.
Butter and honey were used in the weaning process. In Middle Eastern societies children are not
generally fully weaned until about the age of five.
The "knowledge of good and evil" is an idiomatic expression signifying the ability to make
rational decisions.
This whole business involves a conflict among the Covenant People: Judah in the south and
Ephraim in the north. Judah, a portion of the Covenant House of Israel, is b�ing threatened by
Ephraim, another portion of the Covenant People. Judah is faithless and will not trust the Lord.
Instead she will call upon the Assyrians for assistance. Ephraim is also faithless and has allied
herself with Syria, a Gentile enemy, against Judah.
In like manner, Christianity has been an enemy of the Jewish People for over fifteen hundred
years. Christianity is also divided against itself, as are the Jews, though to a considerably lesser
extent.
This conflict must come to an end before the full purposes of God can be brought to pass. This
means both the conflicts between the Christian denominations, and also between Christians and
Jews, and between Jews and Jews. It is within the economy of God that all branches of His
Covenant People shall be united.

7:17-20 In order to resolve the foolish and divisive conflicts that presently separate the People of
God from one another the Lord will bring a common enemy against them, the nations and pow
ers of the earth. This great conflict shall come in the days of the antichrist when the great powers
of the earth sha11 be in conflict. See the ninth, twelfth, sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth
chapters of the Revelation of John, particularly the fifth and sixth trumpets and plagues. Before
the destruction of these powers at the hand of God they will put such pressure on the Lord's
People that they will be compelled to disavow the minutia which has and continues to divide us.
The Lord compares these powers to biting and stinging insects. When He brought the House of
Israel up from Egypt He promised to assist them in taking possession of their inheritance by
sending hornets against the Canaanites (Ex. 23:28). In the last days these insects will be utilized
to get the attention of the Lord's People so that they will begin to put away their petty differences
and truly unite in the Lord. The desolate valleys are the places which have been abandoned by
the Covenant People. In the parable of the pounds (Luke 19) the Master told His servants to,
"Occupy till I come." The holes in the rocks, the thorns and the bushes are those places in which
the Word of God is inadequately received. Compare the parable of the Sower.
27

The business about the razor and the total shaving signifies the total removal of all those things
which possess our lives which are displeasing to the Lord. Only in this way will the Bride of
Christ be prepared to meet her Bridegroom (Eph. 5). Unfortunately today most of us do not
have the discipline or the devotion to the Lord to make these necessary changes without
this kind of pressure.
7:21-25 The description found here is that of a land that has been devastated by war so that
agriculture has largely ceased and what remains is pitiful. The land has reverted back to
pasturing of flocks and herds. Spiritually this portrays a time in which we wi'll be stripped
of our programs, ideas and priorities. The butter and honey is food used in the weaning
of children. We will need to be weaned from our selves and our dreams that we might begin
to partake of the heavenly food of the Lord's manna. Our condition will be much like that
of the Israelites in the wilderness.

ISAIAHS
8: 1-4 The prophet is told that he and his wife will have a son and that they are to name him
Maher-shalal-hash-baz. This means, "Hasten to the Prey, Quick to the Booty." This child
is a sign, for before he is old enough to begin speaking, the enemies of Judah will be overrun
by an enemy of their own. This happened when Assyria, the enemy, came up and spoiled
both Syria and Ephraim.
This child is the same one mentioned in the previous chapter and is the sign given to Ahaz,
king of Jerusalem. He is also a figure of Christ who, after three years of ministry, would defeat
the enemies of humanity, death and hell, by the power of His death and resurrection.
In the last days there will be a body of overcomers who will be united in the Lord. They will be
the sign of the Kingdom of God and of the Return of Christ. This is the Child of the twelfth
chapter of Revelation. Notice the indications given in Rev. 2:26-27 and in Rev. 20: 4. The
letters to the seven churches (a sign of the whole Church of Christ) in chapters two and three
tell us who these overcomers are. The twelfth chapter tells us how they overcame.

8:5-8 Ahaz and the citizens of Judah generally disbelieved and disregarded the testimony
of Isaiah and therefore became proper game for the Assyrians as well. The word "rejoice"
in verse six also has the significance of "awe" or "terror" and reflects their attitude toward
the confederation that was arrayed against them. They rejected the "waters of Shiloah" which
the Lord provided through His servant the prophet.
Shiloah is the same as the Siloam of the New Testament. It was a major reservoir of water
within the city of Jerusalem, a gently flowing stream. Since the people did not want this gentle
flow from the Lord He determined to bring in the flood of the Euphrates River so that they might
have a comparison. In the same way today there are many among the Lord's People who feel
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that they cannot abide the yoke of Christ and therefore must bear some other yoke.
8:9-12 Many of that day thought that the way of safety was to be found in alliances with the
powers of the world: Ephraim was allied with Syria; Judah eventually called upon Assyria;
some looked to Egypt as a potential ally; and all of this because they did not trust the Lord
to keep them secure. The Lord wholly condemns this attitude and tells the People that if they
persist in such activities and alliances they will come to ruin. The prophet is told not to follow
the counsel of the People or to be afraid of the things they fear.
It is the same today. We profess confidence in the Lord, but we embrace the systems and
institutions of the world in order to secure our lives, our fortunes, our health, our liberties and
any other thing which we esteem or value. In doing this we permit ourselves to be enmeshed
in the world and its systems. Should they suffer calamity, we will not be able to escape that
which befalls them.
The counsel of the Lord is that we should not fear any thing but Him.
8:13-18 The right way is to sanctify the Lord. This means to recognize Him as being wholly
distinct from Creation, having priorities and methods quite unlike those of the world and of
fallen humanity; to acknowledge our comparative standing in His presence, such as Isaiah saw in
his vision in the Tempie. The first proper response is to fear Him. In many places the scriptures
tell us that the beginning of wisdom and knowledge is the fear of the Lord. This awful respect
toward Him will motivate us to bring our activities and ourselves into compliance with His will.
When we do this He will be a sanctuary, a place of protection for us.
For those who reject this fear and are motivated by the circumstances of their lives, or by their
fear of people or other powers and authorities, He will become a stumbling block. His ways
and commandments will become offensive to them and they will seek other ways of conducting
their lives. This is true of every portion of the Covenant People. It doesn't matter who they are
or what their heritage may be.
The Lord will also be a trap and a snare to them. They will be caught and taken when the Lord
brings in the enemy upon them; there will be no escape. Those who wait too long will lose
much, and possibly everything, as did Lot and members of his family, some of whom perished
in the cataclysm.
The word bind means to hem something in so that it does not escape. It is a word that could be
used of besieging a city. The Testimony is the Testimony of God and Christ. In the Tabernacle,
in the Holy of Holies, was a box known as the Ark of the Testimony. Within in this box was
placed the Tables of the Testimony, the tablets which were inscribed with the Ten Words of God.
This is the Testimony. It defines the relationship that we have with God and with one another.
To bind up this Testimony is to thoroughly embrace these principles in our lives so that we do
not stray from them.
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In the final verses of the book of Genesis we are told of Joseph being embalmed and placed

in a coffin, preserved to the time of the Exodus. The word for coffin is the same word translated
"Ark" in the phrase "Ark of the Covenant." This gold plated ark or box or coffin is a testimony
of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, which brings about the full redemption of those
who Covenant with the God of Heaven and Earth. This Testimony is to be bound into the hearts
and minds of His People.
In ancient times, and sometimes today, important documents were sealed with some substance,
such as wax, which was then impressed with the signet ring or rings of the parties involved.
This is the sealing being referred to in this place. God seals His People with His Name and
Spirit. They set their seal by observing the procedures in which they embrace and comply
with the Covenant. In Israel this was done through the sacrifices of the Covenant. Today
Christians set their seal to the Covenant in the sacraments of the Gospel.
The word translated "law" is "Torah" and can be understood as the Order of God. It embraces
His whole will for His People.
Disciples are people who receive and embrace a discipline. The disciples of the Lord are those
who receive the Testimony of the Lord and order their lives accordingly.
In the last days the testimony of the Book ofMannon will break forth and impact all of Israel.
In that day that book will be the Testimony and Torah of the People of God. It will be the
standard to which they will be called and which they are expected to embrace. Those who
have already received the Book of Mannon are already held to a higher standard than others
and will be judged accordingly.
The prophet declares that he will wait upon the Lord and look for Him. Notice that he refers
to the Lord as one who hides His face from Jacob. This refers to the fact that when the People
of His Covenant withdraw from Him He will also withdraw from them. But Isaiah knows that
such withdrawal on the part of the Lord is never more than temporary, for the Lord is faithful
in all respects. At such a time as the People begin to return to Him He will also return to them.
Isaiah knows what will happen to Israel, but he also knows that the Lord will not abandon them
to their fate forever.
2Tim. 2:11-13: If we be dead with Him, we shall also live with Him.
Dying with Him begins with baptism, as Paul explains in chapter six of Romans.
If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him. That is to say, if we embrace those hardships
which come to us as a result of our commitment to following His directions.
If we deny Him, He will also deny us. This is to have started out with Him and then to
knowingly tum away to our own pursuits and abandon Him and to continue in this abandonment
without repentance to the end of our days.
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If we believe not, yet He abideth faithful; He cannot deny Himself. This means that even if,
at times, our faith may give out and we surrender our hope, we should not deny Him; as long as
we do not deny Him we remain a part of His Body and He will stretch out His saving hand to us.
Jesus knows our proclivities and He told the parable of the Lost Sheep to let us know that even
if we do stray, lag behind, get lost, or are even carried off, He will come after us. He does not
wait for us to begin repenting to start searching for us. It is His searching that prompts us to
begin repenting. Paul understood these things and plainly says that in the days to come the Lord
will stretch out His hand to all Israel, for His gifts and callings are not something of which He
repents (Rom. 11).
8:19-22 The People of God are constantly assaulted by those who would lead them into various
forms of the occult. This may be Wicca, satanism, astrology, psychic phenomena, New Age,
various mind sciences, doctrines and practices from any of the pagan religions, and many other
sorts of deceptions. This is especially true of the last days, and the writers of the New Testament,
particularly Paul, issued strong warnings about such deceits. The Lord's People must be careful
about what they are willing to receive.
The word "God" in verse 19 should not be capitalized. It is a part of the enticement and suggests
that the real god to follow is the god of the occultic form being offered. Many forms of the
occult today, as well as other false practices and doctrines, suggest that they have a more perfect
appreciation of the God of the Bible than do the Christians and Jews of the world. In other cases
they attempt to dissuade believers from the God of Israel. All that they have to offer is death
and their doctrines and beliefs lead straight to the cemetery.
To the Law and to the Testimony: This is the Book of Mormon. It is increasingly important
for the Lord's People to know that anything which disagrees with the testimony of that record
is without light in that measure. We must familiarize ourselves with this book and then hold
to the doctrines and principles it puts forth. It is the Standard of Truth for this present day.
Those who reject this testimony and who are suckered into some form of occultism are going to
have a hard time of it. If they persist in their error they will finally find themselves cursing God.
This will happen in large measure because they have believed in certain falsities and so ordered
their lives that as the false teachings give way, their lives will begin coming apart. Even today
such things abound and many of the Lord's People find that what they have been taught does not
work the way they have supposed. This damages their faith, especially if there is no one to bring
the correction of truth to them. They are left supposing that the promises of God are unreliable.

ISAIAH9
9:1-3 The deplorable conditions of the Covenant People will not last forever. God is always
faithful to His Covenants, even when His People are not. He promises that their darkness shall
pass and they will receive light.
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The two tribal areas which are mentioned are part of the district of Galilee. This material should

be read in connection with the first two chapters of Hosea. That prophet spoke of the voiding
of the Covenant which the Lord had with the northern kingdom of Israel and of how that
Covenant should in time be restored. This first took place, partially, in that some of these
northern Israelites took part in the Return from Babylon, as may be seen in the records of Ezra
and Nehemiah. More fully the prophetic promise was fulfilled in the appearance of Jesus
of Nazareth who conducted the greater part of His ministry in this same district.
The Way of the Red Sea is the principle highway of caravans moving south from Damascus.
Shadow of death is an idiom that refers to a time or condition in which death, of some sort,
is an imminent possibility. It may be a condition of great fear or sorrow or difficulty, but it is
something that threatens to reduce one to the nadir of hope.
The great joy which is described is compared to that of a harvest and of a victorious army.
It is the joy of those who see the redemptive power of the promise of the word of God
being fulfilled in their lives.
In the last days there shall be a great redemptive act in which the People of God are wholly
redeemed from all that afflicts them, the flesh, the enemies of God, death and sin.

The fulfillment of the prophecies of Hosea are not only to be found in the geography of the
Covenant Land, but also in the spiritual nature of the people being referred to. When God
voided the Covenant with Israel in the north they effectively became Gentiles. Israel is a
Covenant Name; Gentile is a term which applies to those people who are not of the Covenant
of the Patriarchs. When the northern kingdom was carried away, the majority of them passed into
oblivion and were mingled with the Gentiles of the world. As the Gospel of Christ began to be
received by the Gentiles, it was appealing to the seed of the Patriarchs mixed in with them. So
the Church of Christ is prophetically found in Ephraim and her sister tribes. In the last days the
great redemption of God will begin with a remnant among Christians and then begin to flow out
to the rest of Israel, the Covenant People. This will continue until the prophecy of Joel is ful
filled which speaks of the Spirit being poured out upon all flesh.
9:4-7 This speaks of the great redemption in terms of the ultimate defeat of the enemies
of the People of God.
The battle of Midian: There are two wars which this might refer to. One is the battle of Gideon,
as is found in the book of Judges. Gideon and his three hundred broke the power of the
Midianites and utterly routed them. Then the balance of the Israelite army was called upon
to pursue and finish the destruction of their enemy. This is the likely candidate for the Isaianic
reference.
The other possibility is the final war fought under the direction of Moses during the time of the
wilderness. This is found in the thirty-first chapter of Numbers. An interesting feature of this
battle is that Israel did not lose a single man.
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This victory is the work of the Child which shall be born. This is not an ordinary child. Isaiah
is no longer speaking of the son born to him and his wife. This child will bear the government
of Israel. And He shall carry an auspicious Name:
Wonderful: This is a word which is translated "Secret" in the story of
Samson's birth. When Samson's father asks the angel of the annunciation
what his name is, the angel replies with this designation. The meaning is
"something too awesome to speak."
Counselor: This puts us in mind of the Paraclete, the Comforter, the
Holy Spirit promised by Jesus in the Gospel of John.
The Mighty God: The word "mighty" is a Hebrew word for a champion
warrior. It is used of the Covenant Son of David (Ps. 89: 19).
Everlasting Father: He is God.
Prince of Shalom: Stability, security, prosperity, peace.
He is a Son of David.
His is an eternal kingdom which continues to abide in peace and abundance. It shall be settled
with the Justice of God's Judgment. It shall be accomplished by the Lord Sabaoth.
9:8-12 The Lord of the Covenant sends His word to His People whether they are abiding
within the Covenant or not. Jacob is a non-Covenant name. If they reject the word they are
not transformed. But if they receive the word and apply it to themselves and return to the
Covenant, the word settles in among them and they recover their Covenant status.

When the Lord moves, all of His Covenant People shall know. They shall be left without excuse
if they reject the word.
Ephraim is not properly speaking a Covenant Name, but is it the proper name of a portion
of the Covenant People. Samaria is the name of the capital city of the northern kingdom and
is situated in Ephraim. The city was built in the second generation after the rebellion against
the House of David by the northern tribes, by a people who had largely abandoned the Covenant
or modified it to suit themselves.
The people of Ephraim/Samaria tend to react to the failure of their procedures, policies,
programs and what have you, by simply rebuilding what they have lost with what they hope will
be greater security. They do not repent and tum to the Lord. For this reason the Lord brings
greater calamity upon them; enemies who will devour them (see the twenty-eighth chapter).
9:13-21 The problem is that the people do not recognize the hand of God in the failure of what
they set out to accomplish; they are not seeking the Lord Sabaoth. The Lord will continue to be
against them with increasing severity until they finally get the message (if they ever do).
The leaders of the people are especially held responsible for the condition of the people and
if they do not repent they will be removed. The people will be left without shepherds; they
will need to seek to the Lord directly. They also will come to destruction, being cut off from
33

the Lord, if they do not seek Him.
When the House of David failed in their commission they were removed from reigning
over Israel.
When the priesthood failed of their Covenant (Mal. 2) they were debased and removed
from their positions of leadership.
When the Messiah was rejected of the people, they were removed from their land and lost
their national status.
Eventually the Covenant People will be cut off from every blessing, every mercy for their sin.
The very wickedness which they have pursued will be the means of their suffering and
consumption. The wrath of God will darken their land and they shall tum against one another.
Even this shall not provide them with that which they need and desire.
Eating the flesh of his own arm: Cannibalism; eating one's own offspring.
The Covenant People at war with one another. This was the condition of Israel in the days
of Isaiah's visit to Ahaz. The northern kingdom was disrupted in civil strife and war and they
were allied together with Syria against Judah in the south. This kind of thing will also prevail
in the last days.
Ephraim: Those who have had the greatest blessing from the Lord.
Manasseh: Those who don't know who they are.
Judah: Those who, being most prone to attack, cannot bring themselves
to trust the Lord.
This addresses the conflicts of the Covenant Peoples of the Lord today in our various divisions.
Notice that the Lord does not say that any particular division is correct and more desirable
than the others.
Notice that three times the Lord speaks of His continuing anger and of His stretched out arm.

ISAIAH 10
10:1-2 The reason for all of this calamity is not bad theology, doctrine, organization, etc. It is
for the oppression of the poor, the needy, the dispossessed, the outcasts, those who have little or
no influence in society. Of all the things which the Lord disapproves of and chastises His People
for, this is one of the things that most frequently brings His anger against them. It ranks right up
there with idolatry, murder and adultery. The only thing that Jesus ever said that identified His
People is that they love one another (John 13:35).
He is the God of those who have no position in society. The name "Hebrew" was applied
to those who were shut out from the social order and made to wander from pillar to post
endeavoring to make a way for themselves in the world. They were looked down upon by the
more stable elements of society and generally pushed around by them.
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Ex. 22:21-27: Thou shalt neither vex a stranger, nor oppress him; for ye were strangers in
the land of Egypt. Ye shall not afflict any widow, or fatherless child. If thou afflict them
in any wise, and they cry out at all unto Me, I will surely hear their cry; and My wrath
shall wax hot; and I will kill you with the sword; and your wives shall be widows, and
your children fatherless. If thou lend money to any of My People that is poor by thee,
thou shalt not be to him as a usurer, neither shalt thou lay upon him usury. If thou at all
take thy neighbor's raiment to pledge, thou shalt deliver it unto him by that the sun goeth
down; for that is his covering only, it is his raiment for his skin; wherein shall he sleep?
And it shall come to pass, when he crieth unto Me, that I will hear; for I am gracious.
Dt. 15:7-11: If there be among you a poor man of one of thy brethren within any of thy
gates in thy land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not harden thine heart,
not shut thine hand from thy poor brother; but thou shalt open thine hand wide unto him,
and shalt surely lend him sufficient for his need, in that which he wanteth. Beware that
there be not a thought in thy wicked heart, saying, The seventh year, the year of release is
at hand; and thine eye be evil against thy poor brother, and thou givest him naught; and
he cry unto the Lord against thee, and it be sin unto thee. Thou shalt surely give him, and
thine heart shall not be grieved when thou givest unto him; because that for this thing the
Lord thy God shall bless thee in all thy works, and in all thou puttest thine hand unto.
For the poor shall never cease out of the land; therefore I command thee, saying, Thou
shalt open thine hand wide unto thine brother, to thy poor, and to thy needy, in thy land.
Ps. 9:17-18: The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.
For the needy shall not always be forgotten; the expectation of the poor shall not perish
forever.
Ps. 140:12: I know that the Lord will maintain the cause of the afflicted, and the right
of the poor.
Prov. 17:5: Whoso mocketh the poor reproacheth his Maker; and he that is glad
at calamities shall not be unpunished.
10:3-4 The day of visitation is when the Lord comes to look over His People and see how
things are going. If He finds that they are not conforming to the Covenant it becomes a
Day of Judgment.
The desolation. Without God His People have no help, no place to tum. They will be slain
or become prisoners of the enemy.
10:5-6 The Assyrian is the rod used by the Lord to punish His People, and their staff is the staff
of His indignation. This is the visitation brought against a hypocritical People. They will be
subjected to a thorough punishment.
In the first quarter of the twentieth century the Lord began speaking to His Covenant People
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and calling them to repentance, to Zion and to Mission. The first call of the Hastening time was

in 1905, a prophecy of J. Luff, as is recorded in the book Infallible Proofs. This was officially
proclaimed in 1916 (D&C 132). The appeal of the Lord was largely ignored.

In the course of time the world has seen two world wars, a world wide depression, the elevation
of the United States to supreme power, followed by gradual decline, the establishment of Israel
as a nation, the beginning of a highly successful evangelism among the Jews, extraordinary
developments within the Christian world, the rise and fall of the Soviet empire and many other
portentous events.
D&C 137:6: Let the Church be admonished that the times are portentous.
10:7-11 It is not the intention of the Assyrians to be an instrument in the hand of God. Their
purpose is to conquer and obtain power. Micah tells us that the nations do not know the thoughts
of the Lord; they imagine that they are acting on their own (4:11-12).
The brag of the Assyrians: They have done what they would to other nations and their gods;
they have done the same to Samaria; they will now do it to Jerusalem. It is all the same to them.
10:12-14 The Lord has a different idea. Once the Assyrians have fulfilled the Lord's purposes
in punishing and correcting His People, it will be turnabout. The Assyrians will be punished
for their arrogance against the Lord.
This is the abolition of the glory and the pride of the nations, of nationalism, of the superpowers
of the last day.
10:15-19 Shall the instrument (Assyria, the nations) boast against the Lord? This is what will
happen to them:
Leanness. This is an insufficiency of the necessities of life.
Fire. This is a consuming judgment.
Israel, the Covenant People after the correction has had effect, shall be led by the Holy One of
Israel (the Messiah). They shall be the Fire which consumes the nations. Micah, chapters four
and five, addresses this threshing of the nations by Israel. The last portion of 3Nephi gives us
to understand that this will begin while the United States is still reckoned the greatest Gentile
nation on earth.
10:20-21 There are two groups of people here. The Remnant of Israel are those of the Covenant
People who have been significantly purified and are gathered to the Lord. They are repentant.
The Escaped of Jacob are Covenant inheritors who, to this point, have not attempted to comply
with the Covenant. They have also suffered oppression and correction. These two groups may
be mixed together and difficult to distinguish, but the Lord knows who they are. Jacob must
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repent and seek to the Covenant to qualify as among the escaped.
These no longer rely on the world and its systems (government and governmental agencies,
insurance programs, pension plans, military might, police, banks, economic plans, employment,
mercantile systems, etc.) for their support and sustenance. Instead they have begun to trust the
Lord, to rely upon Him for their health and well being. They rely on Him according to the Truth,
the real Reality, not in hypocrisy and lip service. They shall begin to obey Him.
The whole Remnant of Israel begins to return to the Lord.
10:22-23 The Lord has prepared a consumption to take place in the whole Land. This consump
tion shall be decreed in the good time of the Lord for the accomplishment of His purposes.
Eretz: This may mean a portion of the earth, as the Land of Israel, or it may mean the whole
earth. All scriptures taken together would indicate that this latter is the indicated meaning
in this prophecy.
The purpose of this consumption is to cause the Covenant People to seek their God,
to separate the righteous from the wicked. Ultimately, all that is not righteous will be consumed.
See Heb. 12:26-29 and 2Pet. 3: 10-14. That which is of righteousness shall remain; the
repentant shall turn to the Lord.
10:24-27 The Covenant People are not to be afraid of the Assyrian, the nations; he shall smite
them, as did Egypt, but it only lasts for a short time. The indignation of the Lord against His
Covenant People will come to an end and as their destruction (of their wickedness) continues
His anger will be assuaged.
The Lord will stir up a scourge (a whip along the likes of a cat o' nine tails) as was taken up
against Midian. This is a reference to the wars of Gideon. Oreb was a rock where some
of the princes of Midian, one of whom was named Oreb, were executed. The Lord's movement
against the Assyrian/the nations is also compared to the destruction of the Egyptian forces
at the Red Sea.
Notice that the incident at the Rock of Oreb was not the end of the war, and the successful
crossing of the Red Sea by Israel was not the end of their journey.
The oppressive yoke of the world shall be removed from the People of Israel and destroyed.
It shall not be because of the worthiness of the People; it shall be because of the anointing
which the Lord has placed on them.
Eze. 36:22-23: Therefore say unto the House of Israel, Thus saith the
Lord God, I do not this for your sakes, 0 House of Israel, but for Mine
Holy Name's sake, which ye have profaned among the heathen, whither ye
went. And I will sanctify My Great Name.
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The Lord will look to the welfare of His Covenant People because He has placed His Spirit on
them and they have been set apart from the beginning. But this is not to be taken as an absolute
guarantee that particular individuals will be a part of this preservation. The Lord told the parable
of the Ten Virgins to encourage His disciples to be careful to keep themselves in the anointing
and to have it operative in their lives. Those who were out of oil were not permitted to enter
into the feast.
10:28-33 This is a description of the approach of the enemy from the north. Nob Hill is
on the north of the city of Jerusalem and provides the first view of the city from that direction.
It is also an advantageous spot for directing a siege of the city and was so used by Titus
in the Roman War.
As soon as the enemy stretches out a threatening hand against the city, the Lord moves against
him. This was fulfilled in the days of Hezekiah when the Lord sent an angel and struck down
one hundred and eighty five thousand of the Assyrian force. It will be fulfilled again in the last
days when the enemy moves against the Covenant People.

10:34 This is the beginning of the threshing of the nations.
This whole section of Isaiah concerns the activity of the Lord to bring His People to repentance
in order that He may begin to fulfill His purposes in them. As the nations strike against the
Lord's People they will be compelled to come together in unity before the Lord, putting away
their petty differences, and seeking Him with all their heart. As the People truly repent, the Lord
will begin sowing confusion and turmoil among the nations. It is in the midst of this turmoil
that the antichrist of the last days shall begin to consolidate his empire. He is the scourge
which shall come upon the nations. This roughly corresponds to the period of the Second Seal.

SECTION3
ISAIAH 11-21
THE REMNANT AND THE NATIONS
In this section, attention is given to the remnants of the House of Israel, to the Covenant Peoples,
whoever they might be, and to their restoration. It speaks of the gathering of Gentiles to become
members of the Covenanted House of Israel and of the Ensigns set up to achieve these things.
It also forecasts the ultimate fall of Babylon and the destruction of the Lord's enemies.
This section gives an overview of the nations and their status in the time of the end and how
the Lord shall deal with them in their various manifestations.

38

ISAIAH 11
11:1-2 The Branch is the Messiah oflsrael. The root from which He grows is the Covenant.
He shall be fully anointed with the Spirit of the Lord. The seven-branch menorah is a symbol
of the Spirit of the Lord. The central stem is the Lord. From this stem come the other branches.
The oil is fed through these branches from the central branch. The top two side branches are
wisdom and understanding; the middle branches are counsel and might, the lower branches,
knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
This is the fullness, the comprehensive presence of the Spirit of the Lord. Jesus was anointed
in this fullness and He has anointed His People with this same Spirit in order that they might
partake of the richness of the intelligence of the God of Creation. In the first chapter of
Revelation the Lord is seen to be walking in the midst of seven lampstands. These are the
churches and taken together they comprise a token of the whole Church. The Church only lives
according to the flow of the oil, the Spirit, into the saints, individually and collectively.
In the common versions of the Bible, there are places in the Revelation which depict the Spirit
as seven spirits standing before the throne of God.
From the beginning, the Lord Covenanted with His Creation to bring about the redemptive
power of His Life and Presence into our existence.
A. The Covenant of Creation.
B. The Covenant of Noah, which is a modified Covenant of Creation.
C. The Covenant of the Patriarchs. This Covenant is also a modification of the previous
Covenants and is the genesis of Israel, the instrument by which the Lord will bring
about His redemptive plans.
D. The Covenant of Horeb by which Israel is constituted a nation, the Kingdom of God
and the Covenant Partner of the Lord.
E. The Covenant of Sinai, a modification of the Horeb Covenant designed to root out the
sin of the gold calf and hold Israel in place until the previous Covenant could be
restored in its fullness.
F. The Covenant of Levi by which they had the priesthood of God in their midst.
G. The Covenant of Peace given to Phineas concerning an everlasting priesthood.
H. The Covenant of David concerning a Son who would sit everlastingly upon the throne
of David, ruling Israel.
It is by and through these Covenants that the Messiah was promised and brought forth to the
House of Israel.
11:3-5 By the anointing, the Messiah would be of quick understanding in the governing of the
People of God. At His baptism He was anointed with the Spirit of the Lord in the presence
of the prophet of God, John the Baptist. Shortly after this, He withdrew into the wilderness
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to be with the Spirit and determine the nature and manner of His ministry. The famous
temptation scene is an assault on this searching of the Spirit in which He was engaged.
Each temptation was an endeavor to promote a false manner of ministry and presentation
to the House of Israel. Not being deceived, the Lord determined to follow the counsel
of the Spirit of His Father. This determined the course of His conduct.
John 5:19: The Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He seeth the Father do;
for what things soever He doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise.
John 5:30-31: And shall all be judged of the Son of Man, for as I hear, I judge, and My
judgment is just; for I can of Mine own self do nothing; because I seek not Mine own
will, but the will of the Father who hath sent Me.
John 8:38: I speak that which I have seen with My Father.
He shall smite the earth with the rod of His mouth.
Ps. 2:9: Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces
like a potter's vessel.
By placing this rod in the mouth of the Messiah, Isaiah lets us know that it is the word of God
that is intended here. This same rod is found in the visions of Lehi and Nephi, where it is
explicitly put forward as the word of God. The same word, which is comfort and security
to the Flock of God (Ps. 23, 119), becomes a fierce judgment when turned against His enemies.
The breath of His lips: Compare Paul's testimony concerning Messiah at the time of His coming
and the fate of the man of sin. (2Thes. 2).
The girdle of righteousness and faithfulness. These two are equated here. Righteousness
proceeds from faithfulness and faithfulness issues forth in righteousness.
Hab. 2:4: The just shall live by his faith.
Jas. 2: 17: Even so faith, if it have not works is dead, being alone.
Loins: These were regarded as signifying strength, as in the expression "gird up the loins,"
and as the power of generation, as in the phrase "fruit of the loins."
Reins: The kidneys. In Semitic conceptions, the kidneys were the seat of emotion, strength
of purpose, determination, much as we speak of the heart. Faithfulness is the discipline
that keeps the will to continue, to endure with steadfastness, in line.
11:6-9 The Peaceable Kingdom. In the fullness of His rule there will be nothing destructive
in the earth. This is because of the knowledge of the Lord that will embrace the earth as the
nations, learning the ways of the Lord, come to obedience and fealty before Him.
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11:10 This addresses the calling of the Gentiles to the communion of the Commonwealth
of Israel, a process that began in the days of the first apostles and will reach a crescendo
in the last days as the Gospel of the Kingdom is preached in all the world (Matt. 24). Already
there are those, such as Rick Joyner, who are proclaiming that the simple Gospel of Salvation
is no longer adequate, but that the preaching and call to the nations and to the Church must be
of the Rule of God through Christ in the earth.
For forty years the Gospel was primarily preached to the People of Israel, but as time passed
there began to be Gentiles brought in also. After the war with Rome, evangelical success
among the Jewish People began to pale and from that time forward the Church became
increasingly Gentile. The final phase of the Gentile period is not yet over, though it is closing
fast, and there will yet be a major work done among them.
The Ensign of the last days is the Book of Mormon with its testimony of Christ. This testimony
is not present in power today as it was in the early days of the Restoration. At that time virtually
all those who came into the Restoration did so because of a powerful conviction concerning
that book. After the rebellion of the Church in Jackson County this power of conviction grew
increasingly less. It shall be restored, either when the Church repents of the 1833 rebellion,
or when the Lord decides He cannot wait any longer and opens the testimony to others.
In the eleventh chapter of Matthew, Jesus promises that those who come to Him will be given
rest. He goes on to say that those who receive His yoke and learn from Him will find rest
to their souls. Although some versions say "learn of Me" the correct rendering of the Greek
is to learn from Him.
The third and fourth chapters of Hebrews give extensive instruction in the matter of the
"rest of the Lord."
The Sabbath is a sign of the rest and of the Kingdom.
The rest comes through that faith which brings forth obedience to the word of God.
The rest of God began when He rested from His labors. Note: Today He is engaged in
labor on our behalf; our labors.
We enter His rest when we rest from our labors, our constant worrying about the things
of our lives. In doing this we can trust Him to make provision for us and so give our
attention to His business.
11:11 In the last days the Lord shall set His hand the second time to recover His People. This
recovery is from the aftermath of the gold calf. By that sin the People of Israel violated the
Covenant of Horeb and came under a death penalty. All blood Covenants have a death penalty.
Only the intercession of Moses prevented the Lord from carrying out the sentence. But the
people were without a Covenant. This is seen by the act of Moses in smashing the Tables of
Stone, which were the Covenant Document. This was a legal act, which proclaimed that the
Covenant was no longer in force. The second Covenant was not the same as the first. This
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Covenant was designed to bring the House of Israel to the first Covenant once again.
Christ came, in part, to restore that first Covenant and this is the nature of His teaching and
ministry. This first recovery actually began with the Return from the Babylonian Captivity.
The third chapter of Zechariah contains a vision and prophetic instruction concerning the high
priest of Israel, Joshua. He is told that if he and those who are associated with him (the priest
hood) will perform their duties faithfully, they will prepare the way for the coming of the Branch.
If they do this, the sin of Israel will be removed in one day (the crucifixion).
From the prophecy of Malachi, chapter two, we see that the priesthood did not conform to this
calling, but corrupted themselves. For this reason they would be abased and made contemptible.
This is exactly what happened and by the first century the priesthood was held in low regard by
most Jews. The real authority had passed from them to the sages and other authorities, the
progenitors of the scribes and Pharisees. After the Roman War the priesthood were almost
wholly removed from any influence whatsoever.
The first attempt at a recovery did not take hold. Therefore a second recovery will take place.
Paul addresses this in the eleventh chapter of Romans.
Mal. 4:4: Remember ye the Law/forah of Moses My servant, which I commanded Him
in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments.
This second recovery has already commenced. In 1917, the times of the Gentiles came to an end
with the issuance of the Balfour Paper by the British Empire and the liberation of the city of
Jerusalem from the Ottoman Turks by the British general, Allenby. In 1948 Israel became a state
again and in that same year the Assembly of God Church created a ministry particularly for the
purpose of reaching the Jewish People for Christ. So the Jewish People are gathering to their
ancient homeland out of all nations and many Jews are beginning to accept the testimony of
Christ. These two things are progressing hand in hand.
There had been gatherings of Jews to Palestine from the early part of the nineteenth century
and there had been an increase in the numbers of Jews who gave favorable attention to the
Gospel of Christ from the middle of that same century so that these things were already in
process, but everything accelerated at the beginning of the twentieth century.

11:12-14 This was partly fulfilled in the establishment of Israel. Among those who assisted

the gathering of the Jews to their homeland and in the new beginning of the nation, were the
British, the United States, the Arabs (they did their part), the Turks and the United Nations.
Even the Soviet Union voted in the UN for the partitioning of Palestine into Jewish and Arab
states in the vote of November 1947. Other nations have at various times and in sundry ways
given assistance to the new nation or to the gathering of the Jews.
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It shall have a greater fulfillment in the future, probably in the midst of the seven years.
As the Kingdom of God is established and begins to exert the power of God on the earth, many
will come into the Kingdom. They will assist the gathering of the House of Israel. Again there
will be a continuation of the gathering of the various portions of Israel from all parts of the earth
in the early years of the millennium.
At about the time that the great conversion of Israel is taking place, the Covenant Peoples
will lay aside their animosities and find real union in the Lord. Compare the complimentary
prophecies of Eze. 36 and Zech. 11.
Together they will become instruments in the hand of God to overturn their enemies and
begin to rule over them.
11:15-16 The meaning of the tongue of the Egyptian Sea is uncertain. It may be the Nile
and it could be the Suez.
The River is the Euphrates. This is the only river that is consistently mentioned in the scripture
by the simple reference to "the river." It does not have seven streams and this should probably
be understood as meaning that it will become a seven-stream river. But there are seven rivers,
which flow into the Euphrates near the headwaters of that river, and it is possible that these are
the ones that shall be struck so that the Great River shall dry up.
Note: Some commentators believe that this is a continuing reference to Egypt and therefore
the river in question should be the Nile. But this is unlikely.
The purpose of this is that a Highway should be prepared for the gathering of the remnants
of the House of Israel from Assyria. This last day gathering is compared to the great Exodus
from Egypt.
Prophetically these things have greater meaning than simple geographical ones. Egypt
represents the Fall of Humanity from the beginning. Assyria is a type of the Captivity of the
Covenant People of God due to failure in Covenant obedience. These verses have to do with
the total redemption of the Covenant People of God, and, indeed, of all humanity which shall
come at the end. This redemption takes place in the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ and the
resurrection. At the coming of the Lord, all enemies are destroyed and the power of the flesh
is reversed so that every affliction which has been suffered will come to an end.
The Highway is also identified in another place as the Highway of Holiness .
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ISAIAH 12
This chapter is a song of praise that will be sung to the Redeemer by the redeemed
in the last day.
It begins by rehearsing the anger of the Lord which was against His Covenant People,
but which has been turned away. The Lord then comforts those whom He has chastised.
God is recognized as the salvation of His People. Expressions of trust and a lack of fear
are made. The reason for this lack of fear is that the Lord YHWH is the strength and song
of His People and He has become their salvation. This is reminiscent of the song on the banks
of the Red Sea found in Genesis chapter fifteen.
The wells of salvation also go back to the Exodus. At the end of chapter fifteen Israel came to
an oasis called Elim. This oasis had twelve wells of water, enough for every tribe of the People.
There were also seventy palm trees there. Seventy is a code number for the nations of the earth,
signifying that the provision is made for all peoples, not just for one ethnic group, the descen
dants of the Patriarchs. It is instructive that when Israel left Egypt, they did not go alone.
Whoever desired to go with them was permitted to do so (Ex. 12:38) so that a great multitude
of all nations journeyed with Israel up to the Mountain of God and on to the Land of Promise.
Toward the end of their journey, other wells were provided and the elders were taught how
to bring forth water for the People (Num. 21:16-18).
The song continues with an exhortation to proclaim the action of God throughout history
and the exaltation of His Name. In D&C 85 we are told that this will take place as the whole
history of humanity is rehearsed in the beginning of the millennium.
The song concludes with joy over the Presence of the Lord among His People.

ISAIAH 13
Chapters 13-14 deal with Babylon.

13:1 The Burden of Babylon. Babylon was not truly important at this time. It was a major city
in the Assyrian Empire, but it was not a power in its own right.
When Tiglath-pileser (Pul) came to the throne, the city of Babylon attempted a rebellion, as did
many others. The Assyrian king immediately went to that city, put down the rebellion, and had
himself installed as king. In this sense he is the king of Babylon and is so addressed by the
prophet. But Pul could not remain there forever and so he appointed a regent, Merodach
baladan, in his place. This Merodach-baladan was not a native Babylonian, but a Chaldean
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and he was also an ambitious man. He was continually on the lookout for opportunities
to better his position and he gave the Assyrians no end of trouble.
Isaiah was not simply looking at the current situation, however. He knew that in time the
Assyrian Empire would collapse and be replaced by Babylon as the principle power in the Midle
East. His prophecy looks forward to that day and beyond. The prophecies contained in this
chapter also pertain to the final conflict between God and His great foe.

13:2-5 The banner or ensign to be raised against Babylon. The Lord is gathering the strength of

His House, the sanctified and the mighty, to battle against Babylon. They shal1 be gathered from
the end of Heaven.
The high mountain is the Mountain of God, His Kingdom.
The far country is the ends of the earth and extends into Heaven.
At this time He will also be gathering the nations of the earth together against the oppressive city.
They will be the vanguard that He brings against them. See Dan. 11 :44-45 and Rev. 9, the sixth
trumpet and 16, the sixth plague.
The whole land of Babylon will be destroyed.

13:6-9 The Day of the Lord: Destruction from the Almighty. All people shall be reduced to

weakness by reason of their fear, distress and sorrow at the revelation of the Lord, the unveiling
of His face when the heavens are scrolled (see chapter two, verse nineteen).
His anger and wrath will be fierce against sinners ih that day; to them it will be a time of great
cruelty. Even the land of Babylon shall suffer and be made desolate.

13:10 The sign of the sun, the moon, and the stars.
13:11 This will be a time of punishment of the whole world for evil. Arrogance and haughtiness

will cease.

13:12 The gold of Ophir was the finest gold of the ancient world. Their refining processes

were so good that their gold was of great purity and value. In the Day of the Lord, a human
life will become more precious than a whole ingot of Ophirian gold. Two things are meant
by this: one is that the destructions will be so great that human beings will become so scarce
as to become valuable.
This is remarkable because the societies of the world do not regard humans as valuable today.
We sacrifice people for art, technology, science, precious metals, comfort, and almost anything
else. What we truly value is pretty obvious in the way we conduct our lives and construct our
society.
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Productivity

Prestige
Popularity
Public relations

Power

Politics
Procedure
Protocol

Profit

Promotion
Publicity
Pleasure

People and Peace come way down on the list.
The other factor, which is to be seen here, is that human beings are made in the image of God.
This means that they are of great value. But they are displaced by our greed and our priorities.
We devalue the Image of God and in so doing we devalue the One in whose image they and we
are made. We even make merchandise of each other.
Rev. 18: 12-14: The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls,
and fine linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner of
vessels of ivory, and all manner of vessels of most precious wood, and of brass, and iron,
and marble, and cinnamon, and odors, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, and
oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves,
and souls of men, and the fruits that thy soul lusted after.
13:13 The shaking of the heavens and the earth. To remove the earth out of its place sounds as
though the earth might be moved from her orbit. That would be an earthquake indeed.
Heb. 12:26-29: W hose voice then shook the earth; but now He hath promised, saying,
Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven. And this word, Yet once more,
signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that
those things which cannot be shaken may remain. W herefore we receiving a kingdom
which cannot be moved, should have grace whereby we may serve God acceptably with
reverence and godly fear; for our God is a consuming fire.
And Peter speaks of these things also (2Pet. 3: 10-14). He reminds us of the coming as a thief
in the night, of the great shakings, of the fire which shall bum everything, causing even the
elements to melt, and the burning of all corruptible things. He then tells us of the new heaven
and the new earth that will come in which righteousness dwells. He counsels holy conduct,
godliness, peace, spotlessness, and blamelessness.
Godliness is the worship of the heart. It is adoration. It is that form of worship which permeates
our lives and dictates our actions in Jove. In the Peanuts comic strip the character Linus has a
crush on his schoolteacher. In one strip the other kids were teasing him about it and finally,
having had enough, he turns on them and declares. "I do not worship Miss Othmar; it's only
that I'm very fond of the ground that she walks upon." This is the meaning of godliness.
Eph. 1 :4: That we should be holy and blameless before Him in love.
Eph. 5:27: A glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it
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should be holy and without blemish.

13:14-16 That Day shall be so tenible that people shall flee like scattered flocks and herds.
Brutality and violence shall be perpetrated by everyone against everyone else.
13:17-18 The Medes were a people somewhat north and west oflran. Largely they were a tribal
type people under numerous kings. They did not come to a true unity until about the middle of
the seventh century. They tended to be warlike and were not particularly interested in empire
building as such. They were the instigators of the revolt which overthrew Assyria and took the
lead in the earlier part of the war. Their lack of cohesion coupled with the ambitions of
Nabonidus and his son, Nebuchadnezzar, allowed the Babylonians to take over the revolt and
the empire. When the time came, the Medes held to no restraints in getting their revenge on
the Babylonians.
13:19-22 Babylon defined:
The glory of kingdoms. Kingdoms are those social structures, whether they be political,
economic, educational, religious, or whatever, which are designed to further the purposes of
those who construct them. Babylon is kingdoms, and kingdoms within kingdoms, and the core
guiding factor that "illuminates" those systems of humanity, provides them with purpose and
meaning, which drives them and ultimately controls them. Babylon began at Babel as an
imperialistic thrust exercising control over the lives of people; as an organized community
designed to obtain power, influence and reputation (see Gen. 10).
The beauty of the Chaldean's excellency. The Chaldeans were acknowledged as being leaders
in the pursuit of knowledge. All manner of knowledge. The tower of Babel was a ziggurat.
Today we know that these were religious structures. At the base there were shrines for the
common people; at the apex was a temple in which the priests worked and to which the rulers
of society occasionally came for the exercise of certain rituals. This temple contained altars,
a zodiac stone, and other signs and inscriptions concerning the cosmic order of the universe.
By the use of these things it was supposed that they could reach into heaven and obtain the
powers of the cosmos. This is what is meant by the tower reaching to heaven. The Chaldeans
were particularly noted for their knowledge of the occultic arts.
In the aftermath of the Flood the people remembered the days of Enoch and the promise that
in time to come heaven and earth would come together. See Gen. 14 and the prophecy which
impelled the people of Melchizedek. Babylon began as an attempt of the people to create the
Kingdom of God on Earth without the benefit of God; to do it in their own way and according to
their own lights and desires. Babylon is "Man's" vision of Zion. They imagined that they could
somehow steal and utilize the powers of heaven to their own ends without having to subject
themselves to the will of God. When the Lord came to investigate Babel He found that "nothing
will be restrained from them, which they have imagined" (Gen. 11).
After the scattering of this initial Babylonic society, every society in the world was infected
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with this idea that they could construct their own version of the perfect society. This is why the
Lord found it necessary to construct His own society, beginning with Abram and Sarai.
Today our societies are still infected with this Babylonic seed of hubris and it is why each
society in its tum begins to crumble and fall apart.
The judgment of the Lord will surely come upon any and all societies that set themselves up
in opposition to Him. Sodom and Gomorrah are the example that the Lord gives of what will
happen to such societies and to their inhabitants in the last days. Babylon and its holdings and
associate societies (notice that three other cities were damned along with Sodom and Gomorrah)
will be reduced to desolate wastelands.
The Lord will be merciful to His People; the wicked shall perish. His People are understood to
be those who conform to His will and do the things that He says. It is not possible to remain in
the city of sin and expect to be delivered. Lot is the example. If he had not finally left he would
have perished along with everyone else. Those of his family who chose not to leave did perish.
His wife perished for simply looking back. Lot and his two daughters who remained with him
did not go up the mountain, the Kingdom as it were. They remained in the foothills hiding out
in a cave. Their fruitf ulness is nothing to be proud of-they brought forth two peoples who were
to be a constant thorn to Israel. They also lost all of their possessions and inheritance. It was
mercy that sent the angels to Lot; it was mercy that took him by the hand and dragged him out
of the city. But if he had resisted he would have obtained no benefit from the mercy.

ISAIAH 14
14:1-3 Just like Lot was connected to Abraham and had access to the Covenant, so Jacob is
an heir of the Covenant and mercy will be extended. But it is Israel, those who abide in the
Covenant, who will be the Chosen of the Lord. Insofar as Jacob responds to the Covenant he
will become Israel and be among those who are chosen. But it is a choice that he must make.
The strangers who shall assist are Gentiles who respond to the call of the God of Israel.
They will be joined with the Covenant heirs and will assist them in their return to the Lord
and to the Covenants. These helpful Gentiles will become the possession of the Covenant
People. Israel shall rule over them and over all who have oppressed them. Israel shall,
in that Day, have peace and be at rest from all of their enemies, from sorrow, from fear,
and from all their former bondage.
Gen. 22:22: And thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; and in thy seed shall all
the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed My voice.
Gen. 13:15: Arise, walk through the land in the length of it, and in the breadth of it, forl
will give it unto thee.
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Josh. 1:3: Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given
unto you, as I said unto Moses.
The name of the land given to Abraham was Canaan. This name means "merchant." All of the
mercantile systems of the world shall come under the authority of Israel. There is no place on
earth in which some remnant of the People of Israel, the seed of Abraham have not walked;
it all comes under the Covenant Promise.
Mic. 4:8: And thou, 0 Tower of the Flock, the stronghold of the daughter of Zion,
unto Thee shall it come, even the first dominion; the Kingdom shall come to the
daughter of Jerusalem.
Tower of the Flock: Migdal Eder. This was the watchtower in the fields of Bethlehem. During
festival times all the flocks and herds were brought here from all over Israel to provide for the
sacrifices. The watchtower was the center of operations from which the herders received
direction in the disposition of their flocks and herds. The tower also held a garrison of troops
and from the tower they could post guards and keep watch against rustlers and enemies.
Jesus is the Tower of the Flock of God and Israel is the Flock. Under His direction the Covenant
People shall prevail and come to the preeminent place in the earth, ruling under His direction.
Dan. 7: 27: And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under
the whole heaven, shall be given to the People of the Saints of the Most High, whose
Kingdom is an everlasting Kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey Him.
Rev. 2:26-27: And to him who overcometh, and keepeth My commandments unto the
end, will I give power over many kingdoms; and he shall rule them with the word of God;
and they shall be in his hands as the vessels of clay in the hands of a potter; and he shall
govern them by faith, with equity and justice, even as I received of My Father.
Rev. 20:4: And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given
unto them...and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.
14:4-5 This "proverb " is a taunting song that will be sung against Babylon, rejoicing in the
collapse of that great empire and her king. It continues to the twenty-third verse. It is the Lord
who has brought about this demolition of the kingdom of the enemy. The ultimate conclusion
of this prophecy is the destruction of the kingdom of antichrist and of satan who is the real
power behind the throne.
14:6-8 The very one(s) who are and have been continually and unmercifully abusive to others
will be similarly persecuted and there will be no one to help them. Notice that his rule is a rule
of continual anger; this is the driving force that motivates the enemy of God and of His People.
So extensive has been his rule, his influence, his destructiveness, that the very earth rejoices
in his demise. The example given is that of trees who rejoice because there are no more
lumberjacks!
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Creation enjoys a rest from all of the abusive forays made against her by those who have no

regard for her welfare or feelings.

14:9-11 Sheol, the place of the dead, is aware of the notoriety of the one who is coming and great
preparation is made to provide a "proper" greeting. All the dead are brought out to see this one
come, even the rulers and kings of the earth. Their reaction is one of amazement. As they watch
the coming of this one who exercised so much power and influence over them and to whom they
gave fealty they are astounded to discover that the "great ruler" is a weakling like themselves and
has been brought down just as they were. All of the imagined glory is brought to the grave to
decompose and be devoured by worms just like all others. This glory is pitiful and contrary to
what was imagined.
Notice the reference to the viols, to music.

14:12-15 Lucifer is from the Latin and means 'light bringer'. It is a translation of Heylel.
Heylel is a personage from Babylonian mythology, the power of the morning star, Venus.
According to the story, this small deity rebelled and tried to obtain an elevated status in the
pantheon of gods. The prophet takes this story and transforms it to a story about a rebellion
against the God of Israel.
In the first place it is applieded to the Assyrian king, the ruler of Babylon in the day of the
prophet. In the second place it is applied to the future Chaldean kings who would rule in
Babylon. Then it applies to the antichrist of the last days. Finally, and most importantly, it
has reference to the great enemy of God, the rebel who imagined that he could successfully
make an assault on the throne of the Creator.
A common conviction of the early Christian Church was that the antichrist w�mld at some point
be indwelt by satan so thoroughly that he would be satan in the flesh.
In the beginning satan was an exalted angel in the Presence of God as described in Ezekiel 28:
He was in Eden and his glory is described in terms of gemstones, not unlike descriptions
of God's Holy Covenant People.
He is created as musical with instruments. Remember the mention of viols in Isaiah.
Note: Hippolytus, a bishop of the third century, who wrote concerning the antichrist, said that in
the last days the world would be filled with the music of the adversary.
An anointed cherub that covers, so placed in the Mountain of God by the Lord Himself.
This is somewhat obscure in meaning but may have the significance of a guardian or of
an attendant in the Holy Presence; compare the cherubs of chapter one and subsequent
references.

so
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He walked in the midst of the stone of fire. Again, the meaning of this is obscure. It may
have something to do with purification.
He was perfect (completely as God would have him to be) in the day of his creation.
Cherubs are angels of the Presence of God who reflect attributes of the Divine Nature. They are
ministers of worship. We know that there are at least four of them for they are mentioned by
both Ezekiel and John the Revelator. Whether there are more we cannot say. Apparently this
was one of them prior to his rebellion and may have had something to do with music. Isaiah
calls him a 'son of the morning' in reference to the morning star. In the Revelation Jesus is
called the morning star (22: 16). One early commentator, Victorinus, a bishop who wrote a
commentary on Revelation, indicated that the morning star had to do with the resurrection.
Possibly the cherub had some responsibilities in this regard, which the Son took over, after he
was cast out.
Ezekiel continues in speaking of the casting out of the cherub:
Iniquity was found in the cherub: he sinned due to the multitude of his merchandise or
trafficking. Because of this trafficking he was filled with violence and so defiled his
sanctuary. We are not told what it was that he was attempting to pedal or how it led to
violence.
We are told that he was lifted up in pride because of his beauty and that he destroyed his wisdom
because of his brightness. He really thought that he was somebody special.

14:13-14 He is credited with five "I will" declarations:
1. Ascend to heaven. This would be to the heaven of heavens,
the place of God (Ps. 115:16).
2. Sit above the stars of God. Stars are used to represent dignities,
both human and heavenly.
3. Sit on the Mount of the Congregation, on the sides of the north. This is the
Community of God, the sides of the north specifically referring to Zion (Ps. 48).
4. Ascend above the clouds. God is frequently portrayed as sitting on the clouds
or being carried about in or by the clouds.
5. Be like the Most High.

14:15 He will be brought down to the sides of the pit. The pit is used to signify
the depths of hell.

Ezekiel also speaks of this:
Cast as profane (unholy) out of the Mountain of God.
Destroyed from the stones of fire (unsanctified).
Cast to the ground. This means total defeat. However it is interesting that in the twelfth
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chapter of the Revelation we are told that in a war in heaven Michael will cast him from

heaven into the earth. It is at this point that early commentators believed that the full
possession of antichrist would take place.

This war is going on at the present time. The enemy is referred to in Ephesians as being the
prince of the power of the air. In antiquity it was commonly assumed that the atmosphere was
the lowest heaven and that it was inhabited by the demons. This is the ruling place of satan.
Later Paul speaks of the warfare of the saints and of "spiritual wickedness in high places."
This "high places" is the same word rendered "heavenly places" in chapter one verse three.
He is not yet cast out of this heaven but will be in time to come. The Revelator says, "Woe
to the inhabiters of the earth."
Fire in the midst of him shall devour him and he shall become ashes on the earth in the sight of
all who see him. He shall cease to be.
14:16-17 Those who look at him in his ruin will stare at him in amazement, narrowly, as if with
squinched up eyes, trying to get a sharp focus on what they are looking at. They will wonder that
such a thing could have attained to such power and brought about such calamity in the earth.
The point of the matter is that satan is not such a fearsome, irresistible, all-powerful foe as he is
frequently portrayed to be. He is actually something of a pipsqueak with little intelligence or
ability. The reason he is able to swell from the serpent in the opening chapters of Genesis to the
great dragon in Revelation is that we give him power by hearkening to his voice and obeying
him and performing his will for him. He sucks up human power by appealing to our baser
instincts, and we are either not inclined, or too undisciplined, to resist him.
Notice that he is blamed for the destruction of the ecology. Some Christians have imagined that
it doesn't matter what we do to the earth because the present world will come to an end and then
be restored. Consider who is the spirit behind such notions.
This rebel has no sense of mercy and has, never let any of his captives go free.
Ezekiel notices that they will be appalled at the terrible thing that has happened to him.
14:18-20 The kings of the earth, even the wicked, have some measure of dignity in their repose
in Sheol, but not this one. He is an abomination, something that is wholly contrary to nature, the
Created Order, something abhorrent and loathsome. As such he is cast out to the stones at the
very bottom of the pit. His end shall be like that of a carcass that doesn't even get the benefit of
burial.
14:20-23 He destroys both land and his own followers. His seed shall be forgotten; they shall
perish and never rise again. The Lord shall rise and so thoroughly cut them off that they leave
no remnant whatsoever. Their land shall be a desolate wilderness.
A besom is a broom.
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14:24-27 At this point the prophet focuses on the Assyrian threat. The Lord's decision is final.
What He proposes will happen. He will break the Assyrians and their yoke shall be permanently
removed.
This is an example of what He will do to all such powers in the earth. There is not anyone who
can stop Him once He has stretched out His hand. And His hand is already stretched out against
all such powers and oppressors.
14:28-32 The notation concerning the death of Ahaz is a clue as to the meaning of the prophecy.
Ahaz is a sign of hardcore idolatry. At about the same time that Ahaz died, or shortly thereafter,
there was trouble in the succession of the Assyrian throne. It was hoped by some that this would
be the occasion in which the Assyrian rod would be broken. It was not to be. Sargon managed
to consolidate his hold on the throne and the empire and they remained in power for another
hundred years.
The prophecy affirms that they would cease to be a major player in international affairs, but that
this should not be a cause of rejoicing to Philistia. With the demise of the Assyrian Empire there
would come an even greater evil, Babylon.
Palestina is a Latin form of Philistia.
Serpent's root. The serpent is Assyria. The root of Assyria is Babel (see Gen. 10).
The cockatrice (adder). This is the Chaldean dynasty that brought back the dominion of
Babylon. This is the beginning of the Gentile dominion.
The fiery flying serpent (seraph) is the demonic Babylonic power that would grip the earth.
This goes far beyond any one dynasty, nation, or empire. It culminates in the kingdom of
the antichrist.
Philistia is doomed to be destroyed by Babylon; an army shall come from the north against
Palestine. "None shall be alone" means that the army shall be tightly and efficiently organized.
God's answer to Babylon: To the messengers of the nation(s) (many ancient versions have this
in the plural): The Lord has founded Zion. This means that it will not fall to Babylon, but shall
prevail. The Lord's poor can trust in the Kingdom. The firstborn of the poor are the Lord's
Covenant People, the firstborn of the Kingdom. They are poor because they have surrendered
all to Him. The term "poor' was sometimes used as a sobriquet for the early Church of Jerusa
lem. The needy are those who have gathered to the Kingdom for safety. The Lord shall destroy
Babylon right back to its roots, Babel, the city of Cain, the inclination to evil, satan. He shall
root out the influences of Babylon from human society and history. This is the total redemption.
Consider the procedures outlined in D&C 85. His Covenant People shall thresh the nations,
rooting out the remnant of antichrist.
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ISAIAH 15
Moab figures as a self centered, inwardly focused society or religion. Because of their limited
view they are unable to see the full picture. Chapters 15-16 are both about Moab.
15:1 The burden of Moab. Moab was in what is now Jordan. They were neighbors and relatives
of Israel, being descendents of Lot, the nephew of Abraham. In the days of Moses, Israel had
taken possession of the northern portions of Moab. There was a relatively constant border war
and the boundaries were rather flexible, changing back and forth from time to time between the
two nations. Relations along the border tended to be somewhat friendly during the peaceable
periods and the population mixed together fairly freely. This was where Naomi's family went
during a time of famine. Because of his grandmother, Ruth, David had friends and kinfolk
among the Moabites and when he became an outlaw in Israel he sent his parents to Moab for
safety's sake. Later relationships were not so good and the time came when David subjugated
the Moabites and annexed them to his kingdom.
Gomer, Hosea's wife, came from the borderlands and this probably explains her behavior. It is
not certain whether she was a Moabite who could not adjust to the morals and customs of Israel
or an Israelite who had been influenced by the locality in which she lived.
This free mixing resulted in idolatrous influences from Moab entering into Israelite society and
becoming a corruptive factor. The Moabites practiced human sacrifice.
The devastation described in these two chapters is the work of Babylon, both in former times and
in the days of antichrist. This is why it is "in the night."
Regions of Moab that are wasted in the Babylonic wars. The silence is the result of the depopu
lation of these regions due to casualties and the flight of refugees.
15:2-4 This shaving is an expression of despair and extreme grief. Sackcloth is akin to burlap
and was also used as an expression of grief. Even the troops shall be in despair.
High places are locations of altars. Generally these were altars to false gods.
Nebo is a principle mountain in Moab near the Jordan valley. It is the place where Moses went
to view the Promised Land before his death. Nebo is also the name of a god, the family god of
Nebuchadnezzar. Moab shall be betrayed and invaded by Babylon.
15:S The prophet mourns for Moab. Refugees shall be fleeing in all directions.
Zoar is the same city to which Lot fled when Sodom was destroyed. He did not think that he
could reach the mountain (the Kingdom of God) and obtained permission to go to this small city
instead. The city was originally slated for destruction, but at Lot's request the doom was lifted.
This is a type of those Covenant People who are content to live in the world and who dally in the
time of warning, leaving Babylon only at the last moment when the angels drag them out. They
may obtain this mercy, but they will lose everything. See Paul's remarks on the various building
materials in the third chapter of ICorinthins. Those of Lot's family who did not heed the
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warning were destroyed.
Heifer of Three Years Old. This is actually the name of a city. It is also referred to in Jer. 48:34.
15:6-9 The devastation continues in the land with drought and no crops; their storehouses
will be depleted and famine will set in. This is not the end, for the Lord will bring
more terrors upon them.
There will be a remnant.

ISAIAH 16
16:1 If Moab wants to survive they must appeal to the King in Jerusalem, the ruler of Israel. In
the last days this will be the Messiah.
To send a lamb is to send a token tribute that acknowledges the sovereignty of the lord to whom
it is sent and is a promise of a full tribute at a later time. By doing this the Moabites will make
themselves vassals of the Lord of Israel.
Sela is an Edomite city, also known as Petra. It is the famous stronghold carved into the rock.
16:2-3 The refugees of Moab are fleeing from the north to the south and gathering to the
southern borders of the land. The Amon River flows from the south of Moab to the north and
then westward into the Dead Sea. Crossing the fords they continued to the south until they
reached the comparative safety of Edom. This is only a temporary respite, which is why they
are counseled to appeal to Jerusalem.
They are also counseled to establish justice among themselves and to provide a welcoming care
for other refugees, including Israelites, who are fleeing from the enemy.
The "shadow of night" is covert operations created for the safety of the refugees.
D&C 45: 13: And it shall come to pass among the wicked, that every man that will not
take his sword against his neighbor, must needs flee unto Zion for safety. And there shall
be gathered unto it out of every nation under heaven; and it shall be the only people that
shall not be at war one with another.
16:4-5 The enemy is in the process of being destroyed, although it may not appear to be so at the
time. The Lord will bring him to an end.
The throne of the Lord (of David) shall be established in mercy and He shall rule in truth,
bringing justice and righteousness.
55

The Tabernacle of David is the royal house of the Kingdom of Israel.
Am. 9: 11-12: In that Day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close
up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days
of old; that they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen (Gentiles),
which are called by My Name, saith the Lord that doeth this.
Joel 2:32: And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the Name of the Lord
shall be delivered; for in Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the Lord
hath said, and in the Remnant whom the Lord shall call.
16:6-8 The reason for the desolation of Moab: pride and haughtiness, wrath, lies and evil works.
Moab had every opportunity to repent and turn to the Lord. Most of the territories and cities
mentioned in these chapters were in the portion of land allotted to Reuben and although Moab
had liberated herself from Israel (2K. 3), the mixture of the population left a testimony in the
land. This nation persisted in her wicked ways and was a continual source of difficulty for Israel.
Moab would be driven and scattered by the rulers of the Gentile nations. They would eventually
cease to be a nation and others would possess her inheritance. Invasions of Moab have happened
several times and eventually the Arabs drove them out and took possession of the land that they
retain to this day.
16:9-11 The Lord (through the prophet) wails for the destruction of Moab and the destruction
of her joy and livelihood.
16:12-14 The worship of the Moabites will not be accepted. The high places were altars devoted
to the idols of the people. It seems that when these could no longer provide relief for the woes
of Moab that they turned to a sanctuary, a temple, to offer prayer, but that this was to no avail.
This is probably the sanctuary of the Moabite high god, Chemosh, who accepted human
sacrifice. Even this potent god cannot prevent the Lord God of Israel from fulfilling His word
upon Moab.
On the other hand, there will be those who wait too long before responding to the Lord. Jesus
told the parable of the ten virgins and of how some of them allowed their oil (Spirit of God) to
run out; He also warned of those who would come from the various directions seeking entrance,
only to find themselves shut out (Luke 13:29). Notice that these are Covenant People that He
is referring to.
Three years, as the years of a hireling. This is a notation concerning the beginning of the
devastation of Moab. This means that within three years time The Lord would begin the
chastisement of Moab. The time is indeterminate. Hirelings were seasonal workers, much like
migrants today, so three years by a hireling's count would be three seasons of work. The time
indicated could be just over two years, or after the conclusion of the third season of labor.
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The three seasons of labor are the times of the last days in which the word of God will go forth
with power. The first season of power in the last days was the Great Awakenings of the early
American period; this was when the Restoration took place. The second season was when the
Pentecostal outpouring took place in the twentieth century. The final season is about to begin.
Notice the mention of a remnant. God will not allow the full destruction of the seed of Lot.
In the last days Moab may not be simply a political entity (Jordan), but may be a type of people
who are of a similar nature to Moab: concerned about their immediate welfare, worldly, willing
to sacrifice others to their own benefit, self seeking and of a self-ward disposition.
The opportunity of Moab comes in the early period of the end. When the final Seal is opened
it will be too late.

ISAIAH 17
17:1-2 The burden of Damascus.
Damascus is the capital of Syria. It is the oldest continually occupied city in the history of the
world and is estimated to be some five thousand years old. The prophecy says that it shall
become a ruined heap. This has never happened.
In his prophetic book, The Harvest, Rick Joyner, says that this will happen in the near future
and will be the result of an attack by Israel.
In this place "Arner" could be a reference to either Damascus, as the capital, or to Syria. It
means "stripped." The whole nation shall be wasted.

17:3 The fortress coming to an end in Ephraim refers to the end of the northern kingdom.

This was fulfilled in the siege of Samaria by Assyria. At the same time the nation of Syria was
devastated and brought under the Assyrian yoke. What happens to the remnant of the Syrians
is compared to what happened to the Israelites.
Remember that they are allies against Judah. This has been true of Christianity throughout its
generations-it has been allied with the world against Judah, the Jews. Jesus told a parable
about the wicked sharecroppers who would not pay the rent and what would happen to them
(Matt. 21). He then compared Himself to a Stone (Ps, 118:22) rejected by the builders and said
that those who fell upon it would be broken. He also said that those upon whom the Stone fell
would be ground to powder. These last are the Gentiles and it refers to the judgment of the last
days. The Church, being allied with the Gentile nations and society, will participate in that
judgment and be ground to powder.
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Joyner speaks of a time in which it will appear that Christianity is self-destructing.
17:4-6 When the Lord's judgment comes upon the Covenant People, their glory shall be
diminished and they shall lose members.
The devastation will be like that which happens to the field at harvest time. But there will be
a remnant. A very small remnant. Only a gleaning shall remain.
17:7-9 This is in the Day of the Lord, which shall come at the last day. "The Lord Alone Shall
Be Exalted." All other loyalties, considerations, priorities, dreams, ambitions, authorities, etc.
shall be forgotten. All idolatries shall come to an end. This initially refers to the Covenant
People. In time it shall expand, along with the Kingdom, to the rest of the world. It must
happen with Israel first.
Idolatry. The first commandment is to have no other gods before the Lord, YHWH, the God
of Creation and of Israel. The Hebrew word for god actually means someone who has the ability
and the right to make decisions and judgments. Obviously, this is somewhat different from the
general understanding of the English word. It refers to authorities. Any authority that is not
submitted to the Lord is in opposition to Him and is covered by the commandment. Idols are
those works which are expressions of our values and which occupy our time. The key word here
is "our." Al1 of this must come to an end.
The strong cities of Israel shall be devastated. They shall be deserted and only pickings will be
left. This little bit that is left is for the sake of Israel.
In the ancient Greek translation of the Bible this verse is given in this fashion:
Thy strong cities shall be forsaken like the Hivites and the Amorites, deserted because
of the Children of Israel; and there will be desolation.
The significance of this is that Israel will be driven just as were the Canaanites in the days
of Joshua.
From the time of the first city, built by Cain, cities designed and built up by humans, for all the
benefits that they do confer, have been less than the best places for humans to dwell in. The
present city civilization is going to come to an end and be replaced by a new kind of city
designed by God and built up by His People. Inasmuch as no one presently is interested in
following the Lord's directions in these matters, it will come about that the Lord will destroy
our present system to clear the way for His, and He will apply pressure to those People who
are called by His Name until they see the benefits of actually doing what He wants. This will
entail stripping His People of every other means of support.
17:10-11 The Covenant People have forgotten the God who saves them; the Rock stronghold
in which they are strong. So they look for other deliverers and strongholds.
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Pleasant plants: Literally, "gardens of the desirable one;" in Hebrew this refers to the worship of
Adonis, a god of beauty and fertility. Among the rites used in this worship was that of growing
slips, seedlings or twigs and grafts, in pots to encourage growth in the orchards. These are the
"alien slips" referred to. One hardly knows where to begin in commenting on this. Consider the
get-rich-quick schemes, the success in life programs, the health and beauty culture, the emulation
of the jet set, the self enhancement techniques, all of the offerings which want to show you how
to improve your life in a multitude of ways, the fascination with the rich and famous, the
desperate and pitiful efforts of those who are seeking their "fifteen minutes of fame," and
of the billions of dollars which are invested each year on these and other lusts and idols.
None of it will work. At first (presently) it all seems to go so well; but it ultimately will come
to nothing. "Grief and desperate sorrow." Whatever riches are sought, whether of health and
beauty, of fame and notoriety, of wealth and success, it all comes down to the parable that Jesus
told of the Rich Fool with his barns. So many people still imagine that they can beat the word
of the Lord and have both at the same time. This was the message of Elijah: How long will you
stagger back and forth between Baal and the Lord; it was the message of Joshua: Choose you
this day whom you will serve; and of Jesus, You cannot serve two masters. But people still
think that they can run the middle ground.
17:12-14 The entire world is coming to judgment. Isaiah uses this scene of a flood many times
in the course of his prophecy. The nations are the flood and they are used to wash away the filth
of His People. When this is accomplished the flood is brought to a rapid conclusion and the
nations are dissipated like dust in the wind. The darkness of night is coming upon the Covenant
People, but the morning will follow.

ISAIAH 18
Background
The land that the Bible calls Ethiopia is that which today is known as the Sudan. That which
we call Ethiopia today was known as Abyssinia in antiquity. The normal boundaries of Ethiopia
(Cush in the Hebrew) was the land between the first and second cataracts south of Aswan.
In times of power it extended south to the junction of the Blue and White Nile at Khartoum.
Egypt was under the dominion of the Ethiopians under the Twenty-fifth Dynasty which ruled
from about 715 BC to about 665 BC. This power was interested in containing the expansion
of the Assyrian power and encouraged the small nations of the Mid-East to revolt against them.
In this chapter ambassadors from Ethiopia had come to Jerusalem for this purpose. Isaiah
denounced their intentions and encouraged the people of Judah to avoid getting involved with
them. Instead he counseled trust in the God of Israel and that the thing to do was to wait for the
Lord to give a signal. This would not happen until the reign of Josiah over a hundred years later.
In the first two verses, woe is pronounced against the Land of shadowing wings. This refers to
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the multitudes of insects that infest the upper Nile. The woe is declared because the day will

come when the Ethiopians will pay the price of their enticements. Esarhaddon and Ashurbnipal,
Assyrian kings of the early seventh century, both invaded Egypt and afflicted the Ethiopians
along with the Egyptians. In the sixth century the Persians added Ethiopia to their empire.
The ambassadors are told by the prophet to go back home with the message of the Lord.
In the seventh verse, the chapter concludes with a prophecy that the Ethiopians will become a
People of the Lord. This was first fulfilled when Judaism found adherents in Ethiopia. There
are still Jewish Ethiopians today. You may remember the Israeli airlift that was bringing many
of them to Israel a few years ago. At the very beginning of the Christian era the Lord arranged
a meeting between Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch. Since that time there have also been
Ethiopian Christians. They follow the Coptic form of Christianity.

18:1-2 The Church of the last day is Gentile and is represented here as sending messengers
to the remnants of Israel. Once the Reformation found itself on solid footing it began to be
concerned for the welfare of the non-Christian peoples of the world and missionary boards
began to be organized. At first these were primarily from England and northern Europe. For
over a century now it has been American boards which have been responsible for most of the
missionary activity in the world.
Some early Christian commentators identified these messengers and the papyrus ships with the
Church and the evangelism of the world with the Gospel of Christ. Notice that Moses was set
adrift in the river in this same kind of vessel.
Israel is the nation scattered and peeled. This is the Diaspora. They were terrible at their
beginning, as is attested by the destruction of Egypt in the day of redemption. Moab was afraid
of their reputation and hired Balaam to curse them. The spies Joshua sent into Jericho found the
same terror infecting that city. But it didn't last and from the days of the Babylonian destruction
they have not been feared.
"Spoiled" in reference to the rivers should be read as "divided". This refers to the Nile and its
tributaries in Ethiopia. Prophetically the rivers are the currents of the Gentile dominion. Notice
that the Ohio, the Mississippi and the Missouri, as well as a number of smaller rivers of note
divide the United States.

18:3 This expands the message to all the peoples of the earth. When the time comes to
overthrow the great enemies of the earth and of the Lord's People, the Lord will give a sign.
An Ensign shall be raised on the mountains (among the nations) and a trumpet shall be sounded.
This trumpet is the beginning of the trumpets mentioned in the Revelation and it is the beginning
of the "Gospel of the Kingdom being preached in all the would for a witness." This will
correspond with the setting up of the Kingdom on earth.
18:4-6 The Lord is biding His time, watching the affairs of the earth and of His People.
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When the time is right He will act. His People should wait for Him to give the signal.
The clear heat refers to the late summer growing season, particularly after the showers that
characterize the transition into autumn.
The dew is a reference to the refreshing which will be given to His People at the time of the
Harvest.
The Harvest being referred to here is that of the vintage, not the wheat. This is the Day of
Judgment on the nations and powers of the earth, especially those which have contributed
to the bondage and affliction of His People.
Prior to the Harvest there shall be a period of pruning.
The Olive Tree Parable, Jb. 3:
The roots of the Olive Tree are the Covenants of the Patriarchs and the Covenants
concluded with Israel in the days of Moses. These constitute Israel as the Kingdom
of God and His People. As Israel dwindled before the Lord, branches were sectioned off
and placed in other parts of the world. This is the nation scattered and peeled. In time,
the main tree became the Gentile Church which possessed the primary Covenants of the
Lord. In the following portion of the parable, the Lord is intending to bring everything
back together and preserve His vineyard before the final burning at the end of the season.
3: 110: The Servant of the Lord of the Vineyard encourages Him to spare the vineyard and
its trees for just a little longer. It is decided to bring branches from the Branch Trees back
to the Mother Tree and replace the very most bitter of the branches of that tree. Those
branches will be plucked out for burning.
3: 115: The roots of the Branch Trees are still alive and branches from the Mother Tree
will be grafted into them. These roots are such Covenants as Lehi received (2N. 1).
We don't know about all of these Covenants, but presumably all of the branches of Israel
have theirs just as the Nephites and Lamanites have that of their father.
3:120: Only the most wild branches, those that are fully ripened (in iniquity), are to be
plucked out. These would be only those portions that are beyond recovery. For instance,
some Indian tribes have altogether disappeared, while others are so diminished as to
no longer be a viable unit. Then there are those "Christian" sects which self-destruct,
such as the Jimmy Jones group and the Branch Davidians of Waco, Texas. This is not
to justify the government's actions at Waco, but only to say that the sect could have
cooperated and so avoided the disaster. Other groups have survived by such cooperation.
Then there are those which have moved so far away from historical Christianity as to be
no longer considered Christian, that is to say, any part of the tree. Christian Science
and Unity are of this sort.
In other cases the branches are being both nourished (3:128) tells us how: dung) and
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trimmed. This trimming is the simple fact that many give up on the Lord and separate
themselves from Christianity in any of its forms.

3: 122: The purpose of this is that the roots may take strength from the goodness of the
branches grafted in and that the good may overcome the evil. It is no accident that more
and more Christians and Christian groups are looking to the Covenants of the Lord today
than ever before. John Calvin was the first Christian in centuries to seriously study out
the matter of the Covenants and there was a flourishing in this area for a period, but
gradually, although Calvinist churches maintained a theological interest in them, they fell
into disuse as far as practical applications were concerned. Now Covenant is gaining
ground again and not only in Calvinist churches.

3: 125: The servants of the Lord are called to the work.
D&C 1 :4: Wherefore I the Lord, knowing the calamity which should come upon the
inhabitants of the earth, called upon My servant Joseph Smith, Jr., and spake unto him
from heaven, and gave him commandments, and also gave commandments to others,
that they should proclaim these things unto the world.
Typically we suppose that these other servants are such people as Oliver, David, Emma, Sidney,
etc. But it doesn't say that. The Lord has raised up many others to accomplish great things in
the performance of His will and purposes in these last days for the salvation of His People and
the restoration of Israel. Read the testimonies of such people as Charles Finney, Billy Graham,
Clarence Jordan, and others. Consider the movements of the Pentecostals (the only church
with a concentrated ministry to the Jews), the Charismatics, of Liberation Theology, and other
developments within the Christian fold. Many such examples could be given.
D&C 49:2c: Holy men that ye know not of.
3: 126: This is the last time of pruning. The work is to begin at the last of the trees. This
means that in the last days the ministry is first to the Gentiles, then back to the Remnant
of Jacob.
3: 129: The work of pruning is not to be done all at once. This would allow the strength
of the roots to damage the grafts. Instead, the pruning is to proceed in accordance with
the strength and size of the good branches grafted in. The Covenants have great power
in them and the. richness of them can overwhelm the branches. The Lord gave us an
example in the way He started out with the Patriarchs, just giving them what they needed
for their time and circumstances. He treated Israel the same way, providing them with a
subdued version of the Covenant until they were strong enough for the greater fullness.
The prophets continually increased their understanding in these things to the point that
they were ready to receive Christ. In much the same way Gentiles were eased into the
Church so that they had time to obtain the benefit of the Jews who were their mentors.
Too much richness all at once could produce the drunkenness of pride and speculation.
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By allowing moderately bitter branches to remain in the tree some of the richness will
be drawn off until the grafts are able to handle it. Also, the wild branches may be healed
and become good branches again. This little by little labor is what has been happening
to the Pentecostals.
3:132: The aim is to maintain an equality of root and branch until all the trees of the
vineyard become the same. This doesn't mean clones. There are a variety of kinds of
olives, but they are all olives. This is what the Lord is looking for.
3: 141: The labor continues until there begins to be natural fruit again and the roots
the tops are kept in equal strengths.

and

The business about the birds in the summer and the beasts in the winter means that in the early
part of the process, demonic (birds) deceptions will predominate in the destruction of the pruned
portions and that later on, the nations (beasts) of the earth will complete the job. The Branch
Davidians are an example of this. First they were deluded with demonic doctrines, then they
were invaded by the agents of the United States Government.

18:7 At the time when these things are being accomplished, a present will be brought to the
Lord. This present will be the Remnant of Jacob. This is going on today. The Jews and the
Lamanites are an example, but there is much more going on than we suspect for the simple
reason that we don't know who all the remnants are.
Zeph. 3: 10: From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia My suppliants, even the daughter of My
dispersed, shall bring Mine offering.
Notice the slight changes in the descriptive phrases of this last verse (18:7) as compared with that
of the second verse (18:2). This present is going to be brought from a people terrible from their
beginning hitherto. This is also Israel, but it is not the Remnant of Jacob. It is the Church.
Also notice the pattern in verse two and in the last verse:
Nation people nation;
People people nation.

ISAIAH 19
19:1 The burden/doom of Egypt. The Lord is going to Egypt. Idolatry will fail and Egypt will
have heart failure.
19:2-3 Egypt will break up into small fighting factions. Confusion will prevail; their religion
will fail them and they will fall back into idolatry and occultism.
19:4 This is the time of antichrist. He is the cruel lord, the fierce king.
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Dan. 11 :42: He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the countries; and the land of Egypt

shall not escape.

The ancient commentators were agreed that the antichrist would launch his military bid for world
domination at about the same time that he proclaimed himself to be a god and was rejected by
the Jews. This will come under the Fourth Seal and at the time of the fifth Trumpet. In the war
between Michael and the dragon/devil, the devil is cast out of the lowest heavens into the earth
(Rev. 12). At this time he takes total possession of antichrist and the great tribulation begins in
earnest. Egypt will be one of, if not the very first, of his military conquests. Libya and Ethiopia
will soon follow (Dan. 11:43).

19:5-10 The enormity of the desolation that will come upon Egypt. The Nile is the lifeline of
Egypt and when it is struck, Egypt will begin to die.
19:11-15 The wisdom of Egypt's leadership shall dissipate, as will that of her counselors.
Their intelligence will be like that of dumb animals. Having taught their people to rely upon
them and their policies, they will be exposed as fools.
Zoan and Noph were capitals in ancient Egypt, Zoan in the northeastern Delta, and Noph further
south at the branching of the Nile into the Delta.
The reason for this failure is that the Lord will have mixed confusion among them; Egypt will be
falling down drunk. This perverse or confusing spirit will saturate Egyptian society with the
result that no one will be able to accomplish anything.

19:16-18 Egypt shall be reduced to terror. The Land of Judah shall be a terror to Egypt. Even
the very mention of Judah will frighten them.
It is possible that the invasion of Egypt by antichrist will take place prior to the time of the full
revelation of who he is. If this is so, then it is likely that Israel, having a treaty with antichrist,
(Isa. 28: 15), will be a participant in the invasion. That being so, it could be that they will govern
in five administrative centers and shall cause them to begin a form of worship of the God
oflsrael.
It is also possible that this situation will come about because Israel will be used by the Lord
to deliver Egypt from antichrist. If this is so, then the fulfillment of this word will come in the
early part of the millennium. Again, Israel will have administrative centers in Egypt.
Zech. 14:16, 18: And it shall come to pass, that everyone that is left of all the nations
which came against Jerusalem, shall even go up from year to year to worship the King,
the Lord of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles ... And if the family of Egypt go
not up, and come not... there shall be the plague, wherewith the Lord will smite the
heathen that come not up to keep the feast of Tabernacles.
Most of this has been fulfilled in some measure at one time and another. Nebuchadnezzar
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invaded Egypt and did damage to them; later the Persians invaded and did much damage to their
idols, even using their idolatry against them to win a battle; then Jewish colonies installed
themselves in Egypt, establishing great centers of Jewry, even building temples on occasion;
Christianity found considerable reception in Egypt and flourished there for centuries; finally
Mohammed's followers overwhelmed the Egyptians, desolated the idolatry more or less
permanently, and brought them into submission to Allah, the God of Abraham.
The language of Canaan is Hebrew. The use of this unusual designation suggests that at this
point there is something not quite pure about what is going on.
The City of Destruction. This is generally agreed to be a reference to Heliopolis, a center of sun
worship in Egypt. Called On in other places in the Bible, Heliopolis was the home of the priest
whose daughter was given in marriage to Joseph and was the mother of his two sons, Manasseh
and Ephraim. There is a play in Hebrew between the words for "city of destruction" and the
Egyptian name of the city. It may be that this city or its equivalent shall be destroyed.
19:19-22 The Egyptians shall call on the Lord for deliverance and He will answer them with
a Savior. They shall know the Lord and be known of Him, this indicating that they will become
a part of the Covenant People. As a witness of the Covenant they shall have an altar in the midst
of the land, a place of worship at times when they are not going up to Jerusalem, and a pillar
at the borders of the land. Pillars were set up as markers commemorating the existence of
covenants, as between Jacob and Laban, and this one shall no doubt be just such a memorial
stone on the border of Egypt and Israel.
19:23-25 In the day of the Lord's glory Egypt and Assyria will be joined together with Israel
into one great Kingdom of God.
A super highway will connect them. This is a figure of the Way of Redemption, the Highway
of Holiness mentioned elsewhere in Isaiah.
Israel Mine Inheritance. Israel is the anchor of the Kingdom of God. These are His Covenant
People. All others are Covenanted through them by being joined to them (Eph. 2: 11-22).
Israel is the blessing in the midst of the earth. This is according to the Covenant promises
made to Abraham.
Egypt My People. Egypt is a figure of the Fall and of humanity generally speaking. This
blessing signifies the great redemption of Christ in overturning the negative powers of the Fall.
Assyria the work of My hands. Assyria is the nation that began the dissolution of the Covenant
People and represents the powers of the nations. This blessing is the redemption of the Covenant
People in the day of their repentance from Covenant breaking.
The union of Israel, Egypt and Assyria is a sign of the fullness of the Redemption of the Lord of
all of His Creation and Peoples everywhere, throughout all time, from every danger, and from all
sin and transgression and iniquity.
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ISAIAH 20
20:1 The year is 711 BC. A "tartan" is the equivalent of a five star general or a field marshal.
The event is the destruction of a Philistine rebellion against the Assyrian Empire. This had been
instigated by the Ethiopian dynasty in Egypt. Egypt did not help in any way.
20:2-6 Prisoners of war, civilian as well as military ones, were commonly stripped of everything
and led away with nothing more than a loincloth and bonds. Isaiah was told to do this for three
years as a warning to Judah not to get involved with any of the conspiracies and to avoid the
inducements of Egypt.
Not only would the Egyptians not give any real help, they themselves would eventually fall prey
to the Assyrians. As has been previously mentioned, this happened just a few decades later
Those who did place their expectations/hopes in Egypt would then be asham�d of themselves
and have reason to fear for their own safety.

ISAIAH 21
21:1 The Desert of the Sea is Babylon. The city was built on swampland that had been drained
and was sometimes referred to by this appellation in the Assyrian records.
It is the message that comes so swiftly.
21:2 The message concerns the destruction of Babylon. Media was the principle instigator of the
war that overturned that empire. Elam was a principle ally. The reason that the Lord brought
about the collapse of the Babylonian Empire is because of their treachery toward and plundering
of the Covenant People.
21:3-4 The destruction of a major power, such as Babylon, always breeds chaos and creates a
power vacuum in which multiplied mayhem talces place. New powers struggle for the su
premacy, refugees flood the land, agriculture is disturbed, as is trade, and there tends to be a
general disruption of order in the aftermath of such struggles. This is what causes the prophet to
be in such pain and torment.
21:5-9 The preparation of the banquet is played out in the fifth chapter of Daniel. Babylon is
overthrown at the very time that Belshazzar is feasting his lords and military commanders.
Instead of feasting, the rulers of Babylon should have been preparing for the battle which was at
hand.
The prophet is given a vision of watchmen set on the highways and borders of Babylon who are
appointed to observe and give a report of what they see. The report that they give is somewhat
confusing, typifying the confusion that occurs at the fall of the great city.
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Note: Belshazzar was regent in the city of Babylon, not the king of the empire. His father was
the last Babylonian emperor. He had retired to a city in the middle of the desert with the balance
of the Babylonian army. This is the kind of report that his watchmen would have given him.
The report: What the watchman sees are scattering fragments of the Babylonian army fleeing
from the victorious invaders. The watchman continues his watch trying to understand what he is
watching. Finally he is able to get some sense from those who are streaming past him in such
haste: Babylon is fallen; her idols are destroyed.
The Lord's People are also supposed to have their watchmen out observing the events of the
world and giving heed to the voice of the Lord in order that they may be prepared for what is
about to happen. The Lord always gives His People advance warning.
D&C 85:2: Behold, I sent you out to testify and warn the people, and it becometh every
man who hath been warned, to warn his neighbor.
D&C 63:9, 15: Every man should take righteousness in his hands, and faithfulness upon
his loins, and lift a warning voice unto the inhabitants of the earth; and declare both by
word and by flight, that desolation shall come upon the wicked ... for this is a day of
warning, and not a day of many words.
21:10 Again the prophet is in agony, this time for the threshing that the Covenant People will
take during this upheaval. Remember the Jews were in the Captivity. What happens to Babylon
will also be happening to them.
Many scriptures tell about the threshing of the nations that comes at the end. The corn represents
the Lord's Covenant People. They will be disturbed during the threshing.
21:11-12 Dumah is Edom. Edom represents the world (D&C 1:6). They are asking to know
what is going on.
The morning: The coming of Christ, light to His People.
Also the night: For those who have delayed too long.
If they want to know more they should ask; they should return to the Lord; they should come up
to the Covenant.
21:13-17 The Dedanim are Arab tribes. They should stop their wanderings and find refuge
in the forests.
Terna was an oasis in Arabia, the probable refuge of the Dedanite refugees. The people of Terna
are instructed to receive them with bread and water. The word "prevent' formerly also had the

67

meaning of "to meet," "to be in front of."
The Kedar were a warlike tribe in northern Arabia. They took advantage of the chaos to create a
little mayhem of their own. Probably the Dedanites were fleeing from their depredations. This
opportunity would not last for long. As the Persians established their control in the region the
warriors of Kedar would be dealt with.

SECTION 4a
ISAIAH 22-24
DEPLORABLE WORSHIP
The city of Jerusalem was built up on mountains with valleys running between and around them.
On the south of the city was a valley known as the Valley of Hinnom, later to become Gehenna.
In this valley, the Israelites raised up altars to foreign gods and worshipped them. One of them
was Tophet, a place of human sacrifice (Jer. 7:31-32). In the aftermath of the Babylonian
Captivity this valley was turned into the city dump, where worms infested the garbage
and sewage and where fires were kept burning constantly to consume the filth. In time,
it became a type of the eternal hell, the lake of fire.
D&C 150:7: These are portentous times. The lives of many are being sacrificed
unnecessarily to the gods of war, greed, and avarice. The Land is being desecrated by
the thoughtless waste of vital resources. You must obey My commandments and be in
the forefront of those who would mediate this needless destruction while there is yet day.

ISAIAH 22
22:1-4 The picture here is of Covenant People, who ought to be on the mountain top seeking the
Lord, actually being down in the valley going after false gods.
There is a great rejoicing going on, probably due to the deliverance that they had obtained at the
time of the assault on Philistia. Rather than give the Lord the credit, they have presumed that it
is their own strength that has saved them.
But the prophet sees death in the city, and a time in which the rulers of the nation will flee for
their own safety. He points out that however much it may be by the hand of human instruments
it is really the Lord who will strike them.
The agony of the prophet is so great that he desires a seclusion away from the gawking of his
hearers.
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22:5-8 The Lord will bring destruction upon the city, particularly in the valley of the
abominations.
Elam and Kir would be agents by which the Lord brought this punishment upon His People.
The covering is the imagined defenses in which they hope to find protection. The House of the
Forest was a principle armory in Jerusalem.

22:9-11 The Covenant People have examined their situation and found the weak spots in their
defenses. They have gone about to repair the breaks in the city walls, even to the point of tearing
down houses to obtain building materials. They have looked to the water supply. What they
have not done is look to their Maker. Their trust is wholly within themselves.
22:12-13 The Lord called for repentance and confession of sin in the depths of humility, but what
He found was partying, feasting, drinking, and an attitude of happy-go-lucky self gratification.
They wanted dessert without regard to the main course. This is the attitude of the world today
and it is an attitude that has crept into Christian circles.
When your time comes you're going to die, so why worry? Enjoy yourself while you can.
I did it my way.
Get yours while the getting is good.
Tune in, tum on, drop out.
Whatever works.
I'm OK, you're OK.
We live in a society today, which has elevated entertainment and self-gratification to the highest
priority. Real responsibility is avoided, righteousness is a joke, justice has been replaced by
vengeance, integrity is something that applies to other people, the preaching of repentance has
been replaced by the seeking of blessing and promise.

22:14 This iniquity, this attitude, will not be purged except by death. The only way to survive
these things, the judgment of the Lord, is to willingly die to those things that produce death in us.
This is accomplished by confession of sin and true repentance, the changing of lives. The power
of death and the Lord's deliverance is a major theme of the book of Numbers, which is a type
for the Restoration.
Heb. 6: 1: Repentance from dead works.
Dead works are those things-iniquity, sin, transgression-which produce death in and around
us and which arise from the deadness around us.
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22:15-19 Shebna was Hezekiah's Prime Minister. During the sickness of Hezekiah he practically
controlled the government. His policies included alliance with Egypt and revolt against Assyria.
He had a high opinion of himself.
The sepulcher. Shebna was apparently preparing a rather exalted tomb for himself, a regular
mausoleum, something that would cause him to be remembered by future generations.
One interesting suggestion is that this refers not to a tomb, but to a major public works project
that Shebna supervised. According to this theory, he is the one who promoted and carried out
the construction of a major watercourse in Jerusalem, the famous tunnel of Hezekiah. If this is
so then this passage is a sarcastic comment on his policies as well as on his ego. He is being told
that far from being a memorial to his greatness, this tunnel will only show up his folly in not
trusting the Lord.
The Lord says that he will be replaced as Prime Minister. This happened, as is found in the
historical books, and he was reduced in rank. The Lord goes on to say that he would be taken
away and die a prisoner in a foreign land. We have no record of this.

22:20-24 Shebna was replaced by Eliakim, "God Sets Up," the son of Hilkiah,
"My Portion/Inheritance Is Yah." This man is the Lord's choice as Chief Steward.
He will carry the Key of the House of David, to open and to shut. He will be a secure peg
on which all the glory of his father's house shall hang.
Shebna is a portrait of those who are placed in charge of the Lord's House who come to rely on
their own intelligence, wisdom, strength and policies. They will lose their position and honor,
being replaced by others of the Lord's choosing. These replacements will be those who find their
portion to be in the Lord. They will rely on Him and His wisdom and policies, not their own.
Before the People of Israel can go on into the Land of Promise, Aaron, who made the gold calf,
participated in the questioning of Moses' authority (Num. 12), and was guilty with Moses of
taking glory to himself (Num. 20), died and was replaced by his son, Eleazer, "God has helped."
After the controversy of the priesthood in the wilderness, the priesthood were charged anew and
given further instructions.
Num. 18: 1-5, 20: And the Lord said unto Aaron, Thou and thy sons and thy father's house
with thee shall bear the iniquity of the sanctuary; and thou and thy sons with thee shall
bear the iniquity of your priesthood. And thy brethren also of the tribe of Levi, the tribe
of thy father, bring thou with thee, that they may be joined unto thee, and minister unto
thee; but thou and thy sons with thee shall minister before the Tabernacle of Witness.
And they shall keep thy charge, and the charge of all the Tabernacle; only they shall not
come nigh the vessels of the sanctuary and the altar, that neither they, nor ye also, die.
And they shall be joined unto thee, and keep the charge of the Tabernacle of the Congre
gation, for all the service of the Tabernacle; and a stranger shall not come nigh unto you.
And ye shall keep the charge of the sanctuary, and the charge of the altar; that there be no
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wrath any more upon the Children of Israel.
And the Lord spake unto Aaron, Thou shalt have no inheritance in their Land, neither
shalt thou have any part among them; I am thy part and thine inheritance among the
Children of Israel.
The priesthood were responsible for the sins of the People and of the Priesthood. They were to
stand between the People and the power of death. They were responsible for the Sanctuary and
its service, and for the Congregation of the House of Israel. They were not to pursue customary
interests and ambitions, for their inheritance is in the Lord and in the ministry which He has
given them. In other words, if they will do their job the Lord will provide for them.
lCor. 9:13-14: Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live of the
things of the Temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar? Even
so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the Gospel shall Iive of the Gospel.
The ultimate fulfillment of this type is Jesus Christ.
Rev. 3:7: These things saith He that is holy, He that is true, He that hath the key of David,
He that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth.
There are others also.
Matt. 16:20: And I will give unto thee the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven; and
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth, shall be bound in Heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt
loose on earth, shall be loosed in Heaven.
lSam. 3:19: And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him, and did let none of his words
fall to the ground.

22:25 When Jesus spoke in the synagogue of Nazareth he called for the scroll of Isaiah and read

out the part found in the first of chapter sixty-one He then said that that scripture was fulfilled
before them at that time. He stopped at the reading of the "acceptable year of the Lord." This is
the Day of Grace in which the Lord receives all comers and offers the remission of sins to those
who repent and rely upon His Son. Jesus stopped reading just before the part about the Day of
Judgment on the great day of the Lord which comes at the end. In that day there is no more
grace and those who have put off their opportunity will have lost it. This is the meaning of the
peg/nail being removed from its place.

ISAIAH 23
23:1-5 Ancient Phoenicia was the mercantile power of the Mediterranean. They acquired their
wealth in two ways. One was the excellence of their forests which supplied lumber, especially
cedar, to many nations. But their primary source of wealth was in shipping and trade. They
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served as middlemen for Egypt, Syria, Greece, Italy, North Africa, and the Iberian Peninsula.
They also shipped goods from the western coast of Africa and from India. T hey had a powerful
navy and established colonies everywhere that they went. Tyre was the principle city of the
empire.
Tyre incurred the wrath of the Lord by their corruption of the northern kingdom of Israel.
Jezebel was a Tyrian princess, a relative of the founder of Carthage, one of the most famous of
the Phoenician colonies. Tyre also contributed mercenaries to assist the enemies of Israel and
Judah at various times, and in the aftermath of war they transported slaves taken in the conflicts.
The city of Tyre was built up on the mainland and on an island in their harbor. This island was
the stronghold of the city. Zidon was another Phoenician city about twenty miles up the coast.
This was the older of the two cities and sponsored a major fishing industry.
Strength of the sea. They believed that they were descended from the Sea.
The Tyrian destruction shall be as terrible as that of Egypt.
23:6-10 Tarshish (Spain) was a Phoenician colony. They are advised concerning the appalling
fate of their chief city and harbor.
It is the Lord who is bringing these terrible things upon the capital of the sea and to bring it into
contempt.
Tarshish will find no more safe harbor in Tyre.
23:11-14 The Lord is the One who shakes the nations and He has given a command to destroy
the stronghold of the merchant city.
Chittim is Cyprus.
The Assyrians attempted to take the city of Tyre, but were never successful. It was
Nebuchadnezzar who managed to take the city and subject it to himself. He destroyed the city
on the mainland; it took some time for them to recover and rebuild.
23:15-17 Alexander came against the city during his campaign against the Persians. After
destroying the city on the coast he instructed his besieging army to construct a causeway across
the harbor, using the rubble of the city, in order that he might reach the island citadel. In the
defense of his construction project he dragooned a navy of over two hundred ships to fend off the
Tyrian defenders. After this campaign, it took Tyre several years to recover, and she was never
the same again.
A Greek general returned from the Babylonian wars and reduced the Phoenician cities again.
Ptolemaic Egypt built a canal connecting the Suez with the Nile and made inroads on the Tyrian
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merchant trade from the east. Colonial ports, especially Carthage, became of increasing
importance.
Rome went to war over the control of the Mediterranean, the Punic (Latin for Phoenicia) Wars,
and destroyed Hannibal's Phoenician army and the city of Carthage.
Tyre continued to be rebuilt after each setback, but with diminishing influence, until
the beginning of the thirteenth century when it was destroyed during the Crusades.
Today Tyre is a merely a fishing village.
The seventy years. It is uncertain whether this is the recovery after Nebuchadnezzar or after
Alexander.
It is possible that the reference to seventy years may have some figurative sense in that seventy
is a number used to represent the nations. It could be that this means that at the end of the time
of the Gentiles (nations) there will be a period of great economic power and development. This
has certainly been true of the last two hundred years.
Tyre is a figure of mercantile power. The ultimate fate of this wealth oriented type of society
and lifestyle is found in the collapse of the great city in Revelation, the eighteenth chapter.
23:18 The purpose of this final development is that the abundant fruits of her labors shall be
taken by the Covenant People and sanctified to the Lord. It shall ultimately come to the
treasuries of the Messiah of Israel.

ISAIAH 24
This chapter is the conclusion the whole matter. It states the overview of the Lord's view
of the whole earth at the end of days.
24:1-3 The Lord will empty the earth of all pollution, that of humans and of the works of
humans. The meaning of "turneth it upside down" is that it will be thoroughly distorted as
though by earthquake and other disturbances. What people are left on earth will be scattered
and disorganized, without any real cohesion.
The second verse simply says that no one will escape, no one will be in a sufficiently secure
position by reason of wealth, position, or spirituality to avoid the calamities that are coming.
24:4-6 The Hebrew word for "earth" and "land" is the same: eretz. It can mean the whole earth
or any portion of the earth, as in Eretz Israel. The general tenor of the prophecy is that this is
inclusive of the whole earth, however there are aspects of it which apply more directly to the
Covenant People and their Land than to any other People.
The word of God suggests that His judgment begins with His Covenant People and then spreads
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out to the other inhabitants of the earth (Heb. 12:25-27: lPet. 4:17; D&C 105:10). Only the
Covenant People are fully qualified to transgress the law, change the ordinance, break the
Everlasting Covenant. These are the reasons given for the devouring of the earth by the curse.
Mal. 4:3-5: Remember ye the [Torah] of Moses My servant, which I commanded him
in Horeb (the first Covenant; a synonym for Zion) for all Israel, with the statutes and
judgments. Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great
and dreadful Day of the Lord; and he shall tum the heart of the fathers to the children,
and the heart of the children to the fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.
The prophecy in Isaiah suggests that this ministry shall just barely succeed.
The Book of Mormon is the Horeb Covenant and was given in order that it might be remembered,
understood and implemented in the last days. Because of the gold calf, this Covei:iant was
displaced by the Sinai (Moon, terrestrial) Covenant. Jesus restored the first Covenant to those
who received Him, but it was again lost, this time by the Church. John Calvin restored the
concept of Covenant to the Church in his system of theology, but it was inadequately understood
and received and implemented. The Puritans stood in Covenant theology and established their
churches and communities in covenant at the beginning, especially in their New England
experiment. Problems arose in succeeding generations and it fell into disuse.
D&C 1 :3d: For they have strayed from Mine ordinances, and have broken Mine
Everlasting Covenant; they seek not the Lord to establish His righteousness.
The party of Lehi was taken away in order that the first Covenant might be restored in Israel
and that a record of the experiment might be recorded for the benefit of these last days.
(Jb. 2:34).
The ministry of Elijah concerns hearts. The heart of the fathers (Patriarchs) was the Covenant
that they had with the Lord. It is imperative that the children's hearts, their true desires, should
tum to these Covenants. If this does not succeed then the earth will be cursed utterly. This curse
is the fire of God's judgment. This is what Isaiah is talking about in this chapter.
2Nl2:70: And I shall also speak unto all nations of the earth, and they shall write it.
In some degree all nations shall be responsible for this curse. All nations are included in the
Covenant of Noah and are obligated under its precepts. This statement of Nephi informs us that
all people have, somewhere in their history or cultural background, the word of God. We don't
know what these things are, or how completely they presented the truth of God; nor do we know
whether records of these things still exist or not, but the nations of the earth will be judged not
only according to the preaching of the last days, but also by that within their own past which is
designed to prepare them for the fullness. Compare what Paul says of those without law in the
second chapter of his letter to the Roman Church.
24:7-9 The end of merry making and party time.
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24:10-12 The city of confusion, which is left desolate, is left anonymous so that it can be applied
to any city which fulfils the conditions of the judgment. Most particularly though, it pertains to
the city of God's Covenant People, Jerusalem or Zion. The conf1:1sion comes from the attempt to
mingle the things of God with the things of the world. Jesus said that we can only serve one
master and that we must choose. The gate of the city is the security which the Lord's People
imagine they can find in the protective systems of the world.
Confusion: This is the same word which is translated "without form" in the opening of Genesis.
It means formless, empty, without purpose, aimless. It would seem that all of society is falling
back into that primeval chaos which prevailed prior to the Lord imposing the structuring power
of His word upon it.
24:13-16 In the midst of this chaos there will be a gleaning of the Lord's People, a small remnant
which shall be found suitable to the Lord's purposes. This small remnant shall glorify the Lord.
They shall be found all over the earth, small groups of those on whom the Lord has bestowed His
protective Presence. They shall be singing His praises and His righteousness.
In the fires: The Hebrew means "region of light," that is, the east.
24:17-18 At the same time that this praising is going on, the prophet is agonizing over the
utterness of the desolation that is being experienced by the rest of humanity and by the earth
itself. He recognizes the wholesale wickedness of the "treacherous," those who betray and act
deceitfully. These are the same ones that Jesus condemned most thoroughly, the hypocrites.
They seem to be one thing, but turn out to be something else again. They use their benign cover
to their own advantage and to the despoiling of those who trusted them.
There will be no escape for them. Wherever they flee they will come to desolation. The whole
of earth will become their trap and heaven will open up to bring judgment upon them. God will
direct the calamity which discovers them. See Amos 5:18-20. The very thing which they do to
escape will bring them to their doom.
24:19-20 This makes it appear that the earth itself is dissolving into that chaos which was in the
beginning.
2Pet. 3:10, 12: But the Day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in the which the
heavens shall shake, and the earth also shall tremble, and the mountains shall melt, and
pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall be filled with fervent heat; the earth
also also shall be filled, and the corruptible works which are therein shall be burned
up ... wherein the corruptible things of the heavens, being on fire, shall be dissolved, and
the mountains melt with fervent heat.
The earth shall be removed like a cottage: This sounds as though the earth may be moved out of
her orbit. This would be one tremendous earthquake indeed. It would also explain the language
of the scriptures if the earth, falling from its orbit should begin to fall into the sun.
The transgressions of the earth are not those committed by the earth, but by her children,
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the humans who inhabit her. The earth shall be restored in a fullness of glory as soon as

she is purged of the wickedness of her inhabitants, their works, and their abuses of her.
It is the transgressors who shall fall and not rise again.

24:21-22 Those who have exalted themselves against the Lord and have resisted Him to the end
will be gathered into hell, Sheol, the Lord's prison, in the lower parts thereof. The space of time
which they must endure is the millennial period. They will be visited with the testimony of truth
during that time. The primary meaning of this mention of the visit is that at the end of the
millennium they shall be visited with the resurrection to come forth to the judgment.
24:23 The sun and the moon.
Rev. 21 :23: And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it;
for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.
Ancients. Elders.

SECTION 4b
ISAIAH25-27
THE INVITATION
These chapters constitute the invitation and are an encouragement to the Covenant People
in times of distress. The invitation is not put forward in direct terms of "Come ye," but
in terms of the final state the People of God shall know. They concentrate on the great promises
of God and on the ultimate victory that He shall obtain on behalf of His People and of the joy
of Redemption which they shall know.
These chapters constitute an anticipatory victory celebration which serves to counter
the rather negative message of the previous chapters. It provides an uplift for those
who might be experiencing some measure of oppression in their spirits in the midst
of the turmoil and confusion which so easily besets us.
In the last days as the Kingdom of God begins to be built up on the earth, the onslaught of the
enemy will increase in its ferocity and the subtlety of his deceptions will deepen. Many of the
Lord's People will be in need of great encouragement if they are to endure. The promises of
these chapters, guaranteeing sure and ultimate victory, will provide that encouragement.

ISAIAH25
25:1 In the finality, the People of the Lord shall give all praise to Him and recount all of His
wonderful works. These shall particularly be those works that brought forth the fullness of
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Redemption. They shall also praise Him for His counsels, His guidance, His advice by which
they have been led and preserved. They have always proven out His faithfulness and the truth of
His word and work. Compare 1Thes. 5 :21: Prove (test) all things; hold fast that which is good.
Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, as he stood before the governor and court that killed him, had this
to say: Eighty and six years have I served my King and He has never done me any harm. W hy
should I now betray Him?
25:2-5 The city, the palace of strangers, is Babylon. This city has existed in many different
forms and has been known by many diverse names, but it remains the same essential city:
Thebes, Nineveh, Babylon, Tyre, Berlin, Moscow, New York, and many other
which might be named. He is praised for its destruction.
The strong People are those who have either wholly relied upon the Lord
or the remnants of Babylon. It's hard to tell.
lJohn 2:13-14: I write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked
one.. .I have written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word
of God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one.
The terrible nations are those of the world that have given themselves over
to the spirit of Babylon.
The Lord is a strength to the poor, the needy; He is a refuge from storms, a shadow
from heat. Notice that this is in large measure a representation of His concern
for those in distress when the terrible ones, those of the terrible nations, come against them,
even though it be in a storm-like fury.
Luke 6:20-21, 24-25: And He lifted up His eyes on His disciples, and said, Blessed are
the poor; for theirs is the Kingdom of God. Blessed are they who hunger now; for they
shall be filled. Blessed are they who weep now; for they shall laugh ... But woe unto you
that are rich! For ye have received your consolation. Woe unto you who are full!
For ye shall hunger. Woe unto you who laugh now! For ye shall mourn and weep.
Ex. 22:23-24: If thou afflict them in any wise, and they cry at all unto Me,
I will surely hear their cry; and My wrath shall wax hot, and I will kill you.
Ex. 7:16: And thou shalt say unto him, The Lord God of the Hebrews hath sent me.
Hebrews are not an ethnic group and Hebrew is not another name for Israel. Mention of the
Hebrew is common in the literature of the ancient Middle East from Mesopotamia to Egypt.
They were a social group or class. This social grouping consisted of those who had little or
nothing in the way of social status, who had no home land, who were not wanted, who had lost
whatever they might have had at one time due to the fortunes of war, depressed economies,
and other causes, who had to take whatever menial jobs were available for support. They are
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generally ill spoken of in the literature and are accused of being troublemakers. They generally
traveled about in small semi-nomadic groups. Where they did settle down they were accorded
the position of second class citizenship. It was from among these.people that The Lord found
His Covenant Partner, Abraham, and it was of these people that the Lord claimed to be God.
The strangers shall be silenced.
Notice the frequent mention of heat. This refers to the judgmental fires of God.
25:6 The Mountain: Mount Zion.
The feast of fat things and of wines: The Marriage Supper of the Lamb.
Lees: The sediment. Wine was strengthened by allowing it to set on the sediment rather than
being strained off.
D&C 58:3: Behold, verily I say unto you, For this cause I have sent you ... that a feast of
fat things might be prepared for the poor; yea, a feast of fat things, of wines on the lees
well refined, that the earth may know that the mouths of the prophets shall not fail; yea,
a Supper of the House of the Lord, well prepared, unto which all nations shall be invited.
Firstly, the rich and the learned, the wise and the noble; and after that cometh the day
of My power; then shall the poor, the lame, and the blind, and the deaf, come in unto
the Marriage of the Lamb, and partake of the Supper of the Lord, prepared for the great
Day to come. Behold I, the Lord, have spoken it.
Matthew and Luke both tell the parable of the great banquet. In Matthew (22) the feast is all
prepared and the invited guests are notified, but they treated the servants with lightness; some
even killed the servants. The king giving the banquet then sent his armies and killed the
murderers and burned their city. He then sent his servants out to gather such guests as they could
find. When the guests are all present and the king comes to greet them, he sees one without a
proper wedding garment. This one is cast out into the dark. Many are called, but few are chosen.
The original guests are pronounced unworthy.
In Luke's rendition (14) the servants were sent out to collect the invited guests, but they all had
some excuse not to come, some other more pressing business of their own. The servants are then
sent out again to gather from the city the poor, the maimed, the halt and the blind. When they do
this there is still room so they are sent out again. This time they go into the country and compel
people to come in. Those guests originally invited will not be permitted to attend.
25:7-8 The face covering cast over all people. In the nineteenth chapter of lKings, Elijah is on
Horeb, the mountain of God, and when he hears the still small voice, he wraps his head in his
mantle. This is the same word. It is our mortality and the weakness of our flesh that hinders us
in our approach to the God of Holiness.
The veil over the nations. The word translated "veil' is only used in one other instance,
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Isa. 28:20, where it means a blanket. This is the same as the covering, but it refers to the
response of human societies to the presence and power of death. It is through the fear of death
that the devil has gained such great influence (Heb. 2:14-15).
Hos. 13: 14: I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from
death; 0 death, I will be thy plagues; 0 grave, I will be thy destruction; repentance shall
be hid from Mine eyes.
1 Cor. 15: 19-26: .If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most
miserable. But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that
slept. For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. For
as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. But every man in his own
order; Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at His coming. Afterward
cometh the end, when He shall have delivered up the Kingdom to God, even the Father;
when He shall have put down all rule, and all authority and power. For He must reign,
till He hath put all enemies under His feet. The last enemy, death, shall be destroyed.
It is in the victory of the Messiah of Israel in coming forth from the tomb that ultimately death
is overcome for humanity.
Tears.
Rev. 21:1, 4: And I saw a new Heaven and a new Earth; for the first heaven and the first
earth were passed away; and there was no more sea ... And God shall wipe away all tears
from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither
sha1l there be any more pain; for the former things are passed away.
Rev. 22:3: And there shall be no more curse; but the Throne of God and of the Lamb
shall be in it; and His servants shall serve Him.
The rebuke. The shame, and the ridicule, and the scorn that has been showered upon the
servants of God by those of the world shall come to an end. All of the spite and the lies
of the enemy shall be shown for what they truly were and overturned. The children of God
will be shown forth in the glory of Him whom they have chosen to serve and all others will
be put to shame before them.
Rom 8:16-23: The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of
God; and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ; if so be that we
suffer with Him, that we may be glorified together. For I reckon that the sufferings of
this present time are not worthy to be named with the glory which shall be revealed in us.
For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of
God. For the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into
the glorious liberty of the Children of God. For we know that the whole creation
groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. And not only they, but ourselves also,
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which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting
for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.
John 17:20-24: Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe
on Me through their word; that they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in
Thee, that they also may be one in Us; that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me.
And the glory which Thou gavest Me I have given them; that they may be one, even as
We are one; I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that
the world may know that Thou hast sent Me, and hast loved them, as Thou has loved Me.
Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am; that
they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me; for Thou lovedst Me before
the foundation of the world.
The doctrine of the resurrection is rare in the ancient world. While many societies believed in
some kind of afterlife, few believed in a restoring of the body. In fact, the doctrine was so
unusual that there is not even a word for it in ancient Hebrew. When it began to be discussed
or proclaimed as a legitimate doctrine a new word had to be appropriated to express the idea.
In the New Testament, the Greek word means "to stand again." Our word, from the Latin,
means much the same thing.
One of those societies that had such a belief was Egypt. The whole business of embalming
their dead was due to their conviction that these bodies would be restored to life. In the
Scriptures of Israel the subject of the resurrection is rather faint and muted. This is because
the Lord did not want this peculiar doctrine to become a means by which the Egyptian influence
could enter into Israel with its life after death theologies.
The Covenant which the Lord made with Israel at the Mountain of God is rooted in the Covenant
with Abraham. Indeed, the Covenant with Israel is the Patriarchal Covenant recast into a consti
tutional mode for the creation of the nation. The Covenant with Abraham is itself rooted in the
promise of the resurrection. The deep sleep that Abram falls into (Gen. 15) is a representation of
death; the dark horror is the grasp of sin and its subsequent punishment. Abram's awakening is a
testii:iiony of the resurrection. This is at the core of the Covenant. It answers his previous ques
tion as to how he, not just his seed, should receive the land for an inheritance. His convictions
arising from this experience were later tested in the Akedah, the Binding of his son Isaac at
Moriah. Did he truly believe that God was able to raise people from the dead?
The kind of immaturity indicated by the gold calf and the constant desire to return to Egypt
adequately explains why the doctrine was not more fully developed at an early stage in the
history of Israel. But by the eighth century BC, Israel was sufficiently strong and mature to
begin to consider the ramifications of this aspect of the Covenant and so the prophets of God
began to gradually reintroduce the matter to their consideration. It was not until some time
after the Return that the Jews began to seriously grapple with the nascent doctrine and in the
first century AD it was still not accepted, in a literal sense, by all of them. Among those who
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did accept it, there were a variety of theories as to when, where, and to whom the resurrection
would apply.

25:9 The overwhelming joy of those who have given their lives, often literally, in clinging
to the promises of their Lord, despite great opposition.
Rev. 6:9-11: And when He had opened the Fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of
them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held; and
they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, 0 Lord, holy and true, dost Thou not
judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? And white robes were
given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for
a little season, until their fellow servants also and their brethren, that should be killed
as they were, should be fulfilled
Luke 18:2-8: There was in a city a judge, who feared not God, nor regarded man.
And there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine
adversary. And he would not for a while; but afterward, he said within himself, though I
fear not God, nor regard man; yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her;
lest, by her continual coming she weary me. And the Lord said, hear what the unjust
judge saith. And shall not God avenge His own elect, who cry day and night unto Him,
though He bear long with men? I tell you that He will come, and when He does come
He will avenge His saints speedily.
Watching, and waiting, and patiently enduring are a part of the life of the servants of God.
Those who are steadfast shall be greatly rewarded, shall be wholly vindicated, and shall know
the greatest of joys imaginable.

25:10-12 Moab is conceit. Moab is hubris. Moab is going to be lowered as low as they can get.
Matt. 7:32-33: And many will say unto Me in that Day, Lord, Lord, Have we not
prophesied in Thy Name; and in Thy Name cast out devils; and in Thy Name done many
wonderful works? And then will I say, Ye never knew Me; depart from Me ye that work
iniquity.
Luke 19:26: But those mine enemies, who would not that I should reign over them,
bring them hither, and slay them before me.
D&C 2:2: For although a man may have many revelations, and have power to do many
mighty works, yet, if he boast in his own strength, and sets at naught the counsels of God,
and follows after the dictates of his own will and carnal desires, he must fall and incur the
vengeance of a just God upon him.
Isa. 65:5: Which say, Stand by thyself, come not near to me; for I am holier than thou.
These are a smoke in My nose, a fire that bumeth all the day.
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This is a nasty bit of work. He says that they shall be trampled down like straw into manure.
All of their works and defenses shall be brought down with them.

ISAIAH 26
Chapter twenty-five was about Mount Zion. This chapter looks at Jerusalem. By the end of all
things, the two are united in the Lord and there is quite a bit of overlap.
This chapter is complimented by the one hundred eighteenth psalm, which is sung in the voice
of the gathering House of Israel.

26:1-2 This is a song of the nation of Israel and of the Jewish People. The strong city

is Jerusalem, the capital city of God, the site of the Throne of the Lamb. At this time
the Lamb has become the protection and defense of the city of Jerusalem.

As the Kingdom of God stretches forth across the face of the earth and as the great gathering of
Israel progresses, many people, including both Israelites and Gentiles, will be coming up to the
city of the Great King. The gates of the city, secure in the Lord, will open to those who come.
The righteous nation is the purified People of Israel who have come up to ratify the King
of Israel and to swear fealty to Him.
Concerning the ratification of the kings of Israel. When the nations of Israel first began to have
monarchs, a process of ratification was initiated.
!Sam. 9-10: The Lord designated a king by anointing Him through the ministry
of a prophet or priest.
!Sam. 10: The Lord's choice was ratified by the People.
2Sam. 2:4; 5:3: The People's ratification was accompanied by an anointing.
lK. 12: The People had the right to not give a ratification.
When Jesus was baptized by John, a priest and prophet of the Lord, He was anointed by the
Spirit of God, John bearing witness. This was the Lord's designation of Jesus as the true and
proper King of Israel. It is worth noting that the Spirit manifested in the form of a dove. While
to Christians the dove is a symbol of the Spirit, or of peace, to the Jews of the first century it was
a sign of the Holy Covenanted Community of Israel. A very good sign for one who is being
designated ruler of the community. But Jesus was never ratified by the People of the Covenant,
although a portion of them recognized Him as such. In a strictly legal sense Jesus is not the King
of Israel. He is the King-designate, still waiting the time when a lawful assembly (or assemblies)
of Israel so receive Him.
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The faithful are those who have continued in the faith of God in spite of temptation, terror,
and trial.

26:3-4 Trust in the Lord. This is a large measure of what faith means. Believe in the integrity
of God. Believe what He says. Act in accordance with this conviction. Settle your mind in this
matter. Don't allow it to be ruffled by circumstances or by internal doubts or by the sniping
of the adversary.
The Lord said it; I believe it; I order my life accordingly.
D&C 43:8: Treasure these things up in your hearts, and let the solemnities of eternity
rest upon your minds.
Take possession of your mind, of your thoughts and feelings. Rule over them. Dqn't let them
rule you. Bring them into submission to the Lord.
2Cor. 10:4-5: For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God
to the pulling down of strongholds; casting down imaginations, and every high thing
that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every
thought to the obedience of Christ.
Thoughts are pretty much under our control. We can will to think the thoughts of God.
Thoughts that oppose the will and purpose of God, which pop into our minds, can be stopped
as soon as we perceive them. We can consciously think about the higher things (2Cor. 4:18;
Phil. 4:8-9).
Feelings are less under our control. They can subtly insert themselves or they can come in
flooding waves, but they seem to have a life of their own. But we have the mastery over them
in that we can decide how to respond to them. All real bravery is simply someone deciding
to overrule their fear and do what needs to be done anyway. Simply acknowledge the feelings,
of fear, of lust, of hatred, of despair, of anger or of whatever feelings seem to be opposed to what
the circumstances call for or to the will of God. Don't try to stomp them down or ignore them.
That won't work and will waste a lot of energy needlessly. Consciously will yourself not to
conduct yourself according to the feelings, but to act in a rational manner according to what is
needful in the circumstances. Consciously think of the promises and commandments of God.
Then act accordingly. This, of course, is easier said than done.
To settle our minds is to be in control. It means to decide to put out the effort to be in charge
of what is going on in our minds. Everyone has had a high adrenaline situation at one time or
another. Afterwards you probably took a little time to sit or lie down, to pay attention to your
pounding heart, to exercise some control over your breathing, to recover your physical peace.
Settling the mind can require the same amount of concentrated and conscious effort. But it helps
to be developing this control, during the peaceable periods of life, through prayer, meditation and
regular obedience to the will of God. Then when the crisis periods come, we are more ready for
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them. As we settle our minds, taking control of our thoughts and our feelings, the Lord will keep
us in perfect peace. To keep mearis to guard. If we are exercising a godly control over our
minds, the Lord will guard them for us. He will not abandon those who trust in Him, even
in the valley of the shadow of death.
Trust constantly. He is a constant and a consistent God, a Rock.
26:5-6 The lofty city is Babylon. She thinks that she is so high up that no one can get to her and
bring her down. Not so! The Lord will bring her low and bury her in the dust. Babylon shall be
trodden down by the poor and the needy, the very ones she oppressed, by the ones she often
made poor and needy. They that have been walked upon shall rise up and do the walking.
Isa. 51:22-23: Thus saith thy Lord the Lord, and thy God that pleadeth the cause of His
People, Behold, I have taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, even the dregs of the
cup of My fury; thou shalt no more drink it again; but I will put it into the hand of them
that afflict thee; which have said to thy soul, Bow down, that we may go over; and thou
hast laid thy body as the ground, and as the street, to them that went over.
D&C 1 :4: The weak things of the world shall come forth and break down the mighty
and strong ones.
26:7-9 The Way of Uprightness. The Upright One is the Lord. He is the One who measures
and determines the way of the righteous, the just. Judgments are decisions. God is the One who
decides what is right and what is a proper course for His People. He gives commandments and
counsels concerning values, standards of belief and behavior, goals and purposes. He gives the
answers to all matters and questions regarding His Kingdom. If things should get out of hand
He brings His judgments with power to the earth to restore the balance.
His People, if they desire to know His will, should be standing in the Way of His Judgments,
that is, in the performance of His will as they know it and as it has been plainly revealed. Then
they shall find Him. If we should be standing in the course of our own way it will be most
difficult to meet Him and He will have to come looking for His lost sheep.
It is not a desire to know things or to be correct that most surely keeps us in the Way of
Uprightness. It is an eager, even urgent desire to be with Him, to meet Him, to continue in His
company, to relish His Name and to be in continual memory of Him, even in times of separation.
Our whole souls should be engaged with Him. This is what Jesus was talking about at the Last
Supper when He said, "Remember Me." He also said that if we would seek we would find.
We spend a lot of time seeking answers, seeking mysteries, seeking knowledge, seeking bless
ings and the fulfillment of promises, the understanding of scriptures and many other such things.
If we would seek Him who has the answers then we would have the answers and much more
besides. He is greater than all the answers that we seek.
When the Lord moves in His corrective activities in the earth, those who are seeking Him will
find Him, answers, and righteousness.
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26:10-11 The wicked, on the other hand, do not seem to be able to learn anything of the Lord.
When the Lord deals with the earth in a favorable fashion, as in this present Day of Grace, they
do not respond in righteousness. Even in the best of societies the wicked will pursue their
wickedness.
Ps. 50:21: These things hast thou done, and I kept silence; thou thoughtest that I was
altogether such a one as thyself; but I will reprove thee, and set Covenants in order
before thine eyes.
This psalm is actually addressed to His Covenant People. When the Lord is not in a chastising
mode it is very easy for people, even His People, to get lax and suppose that He is a nice, kindly
old dude who won't notice if we get a little fast and loose with things. If His People are this way,
how much more others? The majesty of the Lord can become very dim.
Favor. This is the Hebrew word for grace.
When the Lord decides to intervene somewhat they still can't see His majesty and still do not
learn righteousness. The tendency is to say that it is only a little hard times and things will get
better if we just wait it out. While the righteous may discern the hand of the Lord in the day of
trouble, the wicked will more avidly pursue that course of action which they believe to be in
their best interests.
Eventually the Lord will bring such pressure to bear that they will see whether they look or not.
They will see the Lord in His zeal for His People and then they will be ashamed. Ashamed of
the way they have treated them and ashamed of the way they have ignored God. By then it will
be too late and they will be caught in the fires sent forth upon the enemies of God. The wicked
will destroy one another as the fury of the Lord comes upon them. In the twentieth chapter of
2Chronicles three kings brought their armies against Judah. The Lord delivered His People by
sparking a controversy between them so that their armies began to destroy one another. This
happens in times of distress--erstwhile friends so easily tum on one another to their mutual
destruction. This will happen in the last days also.
In verse twelve the word "envy" could also mean "zeal," and the statement should be rendered,
"they shall see His zeal for His People, and be ashamed," which makes better sense of the whole
statement.
26:12-16 The Lord will appoint the peace of His People. "Peace I leave with you, My peace
I give unto you; not as the world giveth, give I unto you." John 14:27.
This peace is the result of His labors within us. We cannot go about doing what we think best,
assign His Name to it, and then expect to get the good results. It must be His work in and
through us. Remember those who went out doing many mighty works in His Name, but
were rejected. Consider the sixth paragraph of the ninety-eighth section of the Doctrine and
Covenants. Those servants thought that they had a better idea. Only it didn't work out.
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Other lords: Both human and (supposedly) divine. The Covenant People of God have frequently

given themselves in submission to other authorities at the expense of their submission to the
Lord. On other occasions they have fallen under the dominion of others, including those of other
religious persuasions. Sometimes this has been the result of the Lord's punishments. No matter.
To the degree that His People give their allegiance to anyone else, to that degree the purposes of
God tend to be hindered. The vast majority of Jews did not come back from Babylon when the
Captivity was over. Their support and contribution to the Nation of God was limited.
The People of God must take the first commandment seriously. The early Christians did not
regard themselves as citizens of earth, but as a colony of Heaven living within earthly societies.
They saw themselves as citizens of a greater Kingdom and subject to a higher law and a higher
Lawgiver. They obeyed the laws of the human societies they lived with so long as they
conformed to the Law of Heaven. When there was a conflict they obeyed Heaven.
These other lords are all dead. If they were human they have died. If they were not human they
were never alive to begin with. Once they are dead they will not trouble us again. All of those
of the present day who would seek to trouble the People of God will pass away just as surely as
have those of the past. Even the presumed gods and powers shall come to such an extensive end
in the Day of the Lord that their very memory will perish. Then His People will be able to sing
this praise to their Deliverer. In the meantime we should remember what Paul said about there
being "gods many, and lords many, but to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all
things, and we in Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by Him"
(lCor. 8:5-6).
26:15-18 God is the One who gives the increase. He is the One who multiplies the Covenant
People. It is not the result of human effort.
Acts. 2:47: And the Lord added to the Church daily such as should be saved.
lCor. 3:6-7: I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. So then neither
is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.
Removed it far: The Kingdom embracing the whole earth.
It is the Lord's Covenant People who come to Him in the time of their trouble. Their trouble
is the result of the Lord's disciplining.
What they have to say is a confession that all of their efforts to "multiply" have gone bad. They
have not been successful. All of the programs, the seminars, the planning sessions, the learned
procedures, and what have you, have accomplished nothing. It is compared to a woman going
through all the distress of childbirth and then just passing a little gas. How demoralizing, how
fruitless. And yet this is how it is, particularly in the Lord's view.
Not all of our successes are actually received by the Lord. Many people "come to the Lord" not
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through the work of the word of God and of the Spirit. They come in response to human appeals
to logic, or to emotion, or to friendship, or to rosy promises of blessings, or to something else.
Then in the course of time they fall away. Studies indicate that the majority of converts of even
the most successful evangelism programs tend to fade away in five years or less. Others stay and
commit to an organization, or a doctrine, or a social works program, or something, but not to the
Lord. What we may view as a successful witnessing campaign may not be so regarded by the
Lord, who knows the hearts of people.
The efforts of His People have accomplished nothing. Real salvation is not going forth in the
earth. And the people of the world are not falling down, either in submission to God, or in fear
of His People. The wicked and their followers, servants, and cohorts seem to just go about doing
what they will and getting away with it. With only occasional exceptions.
Num. 17:12-13: And the Children oflsrael spake unto Moses, saying, Behold, we die,
we perish, we all perish. Whosoever cometh any thing near unto the Tabernacle of the
Lord shall die; shall we be consumed with dying?

26:19-21 The Lord's response: These conditions will not persist. The Lord will act and in doing
so all things will begin to be transformed.
The Resurrection of Christ brings forth the resurrection of His People, those who have so
fruitlessly sought to bring the inhabitants of the earth to Him. The refreshing freshness of the
resurrection of the just. It- was the testimony of the resurrection, of Aaron's rod coming to life
and blossoming before the Lord, that brought the People of Israel to their knees before the Lord.
Then in that humility they were able to begin moving once again toward the Land of Inheritance.
The same is true of the last day. It will be a testimony of resurrection power that shall humble
the Church before the Lord and allow for the refreshing to begin.
Acts 3:19-21: Repent ye therefore, and be converted that your sins may be blotted out,
when the times of refreshing shall come from the Presence of the Lord; and He shall
send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you, whom ye have crucified;
whom the heavens must receive until the times of the restitution of all things which God
hath spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began.
Rom 11: 15: For if the casting away of [Israel] is the reconciling of the world,
what shall be the restoring of them be, but life from the dead.
At the time of the end, when the rapture and the resurrection is upon us, and the great judgments
of God are beginning to fall upon the inhabitants of the earth, the Covenant people are counseled
to enter into their chambers, their special rooms, and to shut themselves in tight. They are to
remain there until the indignation of the Lord upon the wicked of the world is finished. This
refers to the places which have and shall be appointed by the Lord as gathering places for His
People: Jerusalem, Mount Zion, the Stakes of Zion, and other such places according to His will.
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Joel 2:32: And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the Name of the Lord
shall be delivered; for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the Lord
hath said, and in the remnant whom the Lord shall call.
D&C 45:12: And it shall be called a City of Refuge, a Place of Safety for the saints
of the Most High God.
The earth also shall disclose her blood. This refers to the blood of the innocent that shall testify
against the wicked in the Day of the Lord. Section eighty-five speaks of the testimony that shall
be taken of all the generations of the earth at the sounding of the trumpets.

ISAIAH 27
27:1 The Sword of the Lord is the word of His power.
Leviathan. This means "twisted serpent." This is a representation of the enemy, satan.
27:2-3 God takes care of His vineyard and will allow no one to hurt it. It will produce
abundantly.
27:4-6 The Lord is not by nature a furious God. He also has no wrath against His People. They
have been thoroughly purged and purified at this point. The Lord is so enraptured with His
vineyard that He even could desire thorns and thistles to infest it so that He could show His
pleasure to the vineyard by burning them out. If, on the other hand, the weeds would take hold
of His strength, trust in Him like the others of His vineyard, they could make peace with Him.
Leviathan did sow weeds among the fields of God, as in the parable of the Wheat and the
Tares. In every generation there has been false seed sown into the Lord's field, hoping to choke
out the Lord's planting. See the parable of the Sower. But the Lord does purge His vineyard
and in the last days He shall purge it with a vengeance. Those who will repent will be restored
to His favor; the rest will be cast out to the fire.
In that Day He will recover His People and plant them in good ground that they might flourish.
Rom. 11:25-26: For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery,
lest ye be blind in your own conceits, that blindness in part is happened to Israel,
until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in. And then all Israel shall be saved.
27:7-9 These are rhetorical questions. Israel has not been smitten like the other nations.
She has not been slain like they have.
In a measured way, from the beginning of Israel, the Lord has been engaged in debate with her
(just as in so much of Isaiah), debating their Covenant obedience and His Covenant faithfulness.
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When they lost the debate and He brought in the East Wind (Assyria and Babylon) He did not
bring the fierceness of His wrath to their utter destruction. Instead He utilized this scattering
to purge the iniquity of His People. It is the fruit of their sin. The purging will be complete
when the People of His Covenant take their idolatries and utterly destroy them.

27:10-11 In the meantime, the city (Jerusalem and Mount Zion) will be desolated and overgrown
by wilderness. It shall be the feeding ground of the nations (the calf) until the time of the end.
At the end of time, when the branches are withered (compare the parable of the Olive Tree in
Jacob and Paul's warning to the Gentiles about conceit), women shall come and burn the boughs
that are broken off.
The whole problem is that this People does not have any ability to tell right from wrong
or to choose a proper course of action. They have difficulty recognizing the voice of the Lord.
Even when the word of the Lord is presented in clarity they cannot get it straight. It gets mixed
up with our own desires and we end up like Peter, savoring not the things of God, but the things
of man.

27:12-13 The beating mentioned here is threshing. The Lord will begin His threshing at the
Euphrates, the Captivity of His People, and shall continue it to the land of Egypt, the bondage
of sin and death. The purpose of threshing is to free the grain from the chaff. The Lord's
threshing will be to free His Covenant People from the chaff of the power of sin and death
and the machinations of the world. As the chaff blows away in the winds of God the grain,
Israel, will be gathered together.
The threshing begins with the sound of the Trumpet of the Lord. At this time, all others who are
willing will be permitted to come up also, that they may worship the Lord in His Holy Mountain.
Mic. 4: 11-13: Now also many nations are gathered against thee, that say, Let her be
defiled, and let our eye look upon Zion. But they know not the thoughts of the Lord,
neither understand they His counsel; for He shall gather them as the sheaves into the
floor. Arise and thresh, 0 daughter of Zion; for I will make thine horn iron, and I will
make they hooves brass; and thou shalt beat in pieces many people; and I will consecrate
their gain unto the Lord, and their substance unto the Lord of the whole earth.
This threshing takes place at the end, probably at the conclusion of the Sixth Seal or the begin
ning of the Seventh.
The whole of the fifth chapter of Micah concerns this threshing. Notice that in the final verses
of the ninth chapter of Third Nephi, this chapter is quoted from the eighth verse to the end.
In that context it is made to refer most particularly to the United States. The tenth chapter
then speaks of the gathering of the Remnants of Israel.
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SECTIONS
ISAIAH 28-35
THE CITY OF ZION
ISAIAH 28
The initial portion of this chapter deals with Ephraim. Prophetically Ephraim is the Gentile
Christian Church, and in this, as well as in other places, particularly concerns the Restoration.
28:1 The Restoration started out on a high note, having received an abundance of revelation
concerning the will and purpose of God, the establishment of the Kingdom through the agency
of the Church, and projections of that which was about to come upon the earth.
This glorious abundance is the fat valley where Ephraim is situated. The crown on the head
is a garland and is the bestowal of the Covenant and of the Spirit of the Covenant God upon
the saints.
Unfortunately this glory and beauty have become a faded disgrace as the Restoration has
degraded over time. The saints are drunk. A primary problem is the pride that they possess
at being a special people before the Lord. They consider that they are better than other people,
including other Christians: They are also possessed of a self-righteous spirit.
Examples: Saints refused to take part in a prayer group at a place of employment in Indepen
dence, in association with other Christians, because it was not a Church-sponsored activity.
A few years ago a survey in a local congregation showed that about thirty percent of the saints
believed that only Restoration people could get into celestial glory.
When other Christians make claims for miracles many saints attribute it to emotionalism,
to charlatanism, or to demonic influence.
28:2-4 For this reason the Lord has prepared for them a chastisement which shall root this
affliction out of them in order that the purposes of God in starting the Movement might be
brought to a successful conclusion. Only when they are cast down to the ground will they
be able to rise up to their proper calling and ministry in the earth.
The One Mighty and Strong is Christ.
Ch. Hist. Vol. 1 :260: And it shall come to pass that I the Lord God will send One Mighty
and Strong, holding the scepter of power in His hand, clothed with light for a covering,
Whose mouth shall utter words, eternal words, while His bowels shall be a fountain of
truth, to set in order the House of God, and to arrange by lot the inheritance of the saints
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whose names are found ...in the book of the law of God.
The business about hasty fruit has to do with the fig tree and the meaning of the name Ephraim.
This means "fruitfulness,' or "double fruit." The fruit in question is the fig. Fig trees conclude
their harvest season with a residue of vitality which remains through the winter season and
produces a small crop of figs in the spring when the tree leafs out. This is why Jesus went
looking for figs in the spring during His last visit to Jerusalem. The full crop comes in the fall.
When winter is ended the people are so hungry for fresh fruit that these early figs are quickly
eaten up. This is what the Restoration is-the early flush of figs. It is the beginning of the final
season of the Lord's work. But it appears to have been quickly eaten up and to have lost its
vitality. Many people today can remember the indignation that was felt when a Time reporter
referred to the Church as a fossilized, forgotten sect.
We have already seen the opening sally of the Lord's pruning of His vineyard.
28:5-6 There will, of course, be a Remnant and something of the Lord's glory shall pass over to
them that they might obtain judgment (discernment) and the victory in battle.
City gates. Because they were the weakest place in the city wall, the gates of a city were the
focal point of siege battles and so were highly strengthened with fortifications and detachments
of guards. Whoever controlled the gates of a city controlled the city. They were the places of
commerce, of court activity, and of much of the life and business of a city generally.
One of the promises of the Abrahamic Covenant is that his seed would possess the gates of their
enemies (Gen. 22:22). Christ also promised that the gates of Sheol, the place of the dead, would
not prevail against the assault of the Church (Matt. 16: 19).

28:7-8 The leadership is lost, out of the way. They have gotten themselves drunk by listening
to the philosophies of the world, by following the dictates and desires of their own hearts, by
accepting the theologies of other people, by adhering to outdated traditions, etc. Spirits represent
the learning and leading principles. They are no longer imbibing of the New Wine of the Lord,
the Spirit of Truth. They have partaken of other spirits to the point that they can no longer
distinguish one from the other. Therefore they can no longer see where they are going or where
they are leading the people. Their judgment, their decision-making ability is faulty.
Both the priestly and the prophetic ministries are under this condemnation. It does no good
for one to criticize the other.
All tables are full of vomit. This is the natural result of drunkenness. The tables represent the
places of worship, the table of the fellowship meal. The Lord's Supper is the Table of the Lord.
This means that there is no place fit to invite the Lord into that He may sup with us. There are
no exceptions here. It is not 'all tables except this one, or that one.' All tables are covered
with the vomit of self-righteousness, of vain theologies, of worldly wisdom, etc.
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28:9-10 In the midst of this mess who is there that the Lord can teach knowledge? Who is there
that is capable of receiving understanding in doctrine.
Answer: Children who have been weaned from milk to solid food. John, in the second chapter
of his first epistle, mentions three stages of growth:
Little children. These are new believers.
Young men. These are those who have reached maturity and become skillful in the
word of God.
Old men. These are those who have come to mature knowledge of Him who gave
the word.
lPet. 2:2: As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow
thereby.
The purpose of the milk, basic teachings, is to bring saints to a sufficient degree of growth and
maturity that they can begin to receive more advanced teachings.
Heb. 5:12-6:1: For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one
teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such
as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. For everyone that useth milk is unskillful
in the word of righteousness; for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are
of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both
good and evil. Therefore not leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on
unto perfection.
Because in the Inspired Version the word "not" has been inserted into the text many (most?)
in the Church have supposed that they were to concentrate on the reiteration of the principles
mentioned in the passage. In context, what is meant is that those who have entered into a
measure of maturity ought to be able to go one to advanced teachings (for instance, about
Melchizedek and his order, see 5: 10-11), and do so within the parameters of the basic doctrine
already learned.
It is disgraceful that the Covenant People should constantly need to be going back over the
basics. It is even more disgraceful that there is so little unity in the growth and maturity of the
saints. Much of the problem is that those who ought to be their teachers are teaching the things
that interest them and teaching in human wisdom rather than teaching that which is at the heart
of God.
Eph. 4: 13-16: Till we, in the unity of the faith (that means growing together
in a cooperative mode, not each trying to do it individually), all come
to the knowledge of the Son of God,
unto a perfect Man (Christ),
unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;
that we henceforth be no more children
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tossed to and fro,
carried about by every wind of doctrine,
by the sleight of men.
and cunning craftiness (probably an oblique reference to the devil),
whereby they lie in wait to deceive;
but speaking the truth in love, may grow up into Him in all things, which is the Head,
even Christ;
from whom the whole body fitly joined together
and compacted by that which every joint supplieth,
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part.
maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.
lCor. 3:1-3: And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto
carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. I have fed you with milk, and not with meat; for
hitherto ye were not able to receive it, neither yet now are ye able. For ye are yet carnal;
for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and
walk as men?
lPet. 2: 1: Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies,
and all evil speakings, as newborn babes ...
Well? Doesn't that suit us to a T? Where is the maturity?
First you learn one thing. Then, when you have that part solid, you learn the next thing. In
order. Then you learn some more. As each bit is learned, by teaching, by training, by practice,
maturity is obtained.
In a rather emphatic manner, the prophet delivers his point with a rather scathing insult. Verse
ten, in Hebrew, is baby talk. He is addressing the truly immature. At least infants have this to be
said for them: they may be expected to grow. But drunkards are those who ought to have arrived
and have chosen their form of immaturity.
In the early Christian Church it was believed that the saints should come to maturity early, not
late. Lactantius claimed that converts could be transformed within six months. They called the
baptized "illuminated ones."

28:11-12 The Lord has a plan for the situation. It is stammering lips and another tongue.
Paul gives us insight on this verse. In the fourteenth chapter of !Corinthians he quotes this
verse. It is in verse twenty-one. It is a part of his discussion of the gift of tongues. The prophet
says that this is the rest provided for the weary. He says that it is the refreshing. He also says
that it would be rejected by the People .
In the eighty-fifth section of the Doctrine and Covenants, in the twentieth paragraph, the Lord
says that He will hasten His work in His time. In the first quarter of the twentieth century the
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Lord began to admonish His People that the Hastening Time was at hand. Such messages
are recorded in Infallible Proofs beginning in 1905 and continuing for a period of years.
These messages are accompanied by the admonishment that the "set time to favor Zion (Ps.
102)" has come. These admonishments were formalized by revelation in 1925 (D&C 135).
With some exceptions these messages fell on deaf ears.
In the 1890's the Lord gave Zionism a booster shot and the Jewish People began earnestly
pressing for a return to their ancient homeland. The Lord was hastening His work.
In the first quarter of the twentieth century a new movement started up in the Christian world.
Emphasizing the Spirit baptism of power and the gift of tongues, Pentecostalism got under way,
startling the older Christians, but ushering in a whole new generation of Christianity. By the end
of the '20's they were organized into their own denominations. The Lord was hastening
His work.
In 1960 Pentecostalism jumped out of its own denominations into the mainstream Christian
churches. This is the Charismatic Movement. More tongues.
Meanwhile the Restoration has pursued its course of infighting and division.
Interestingly enough the Pentecostal/Charismatics have followed along the course set out by
Isaiah. The Lord would give them some insight and knowledge. They would then spend a lot
of time and energy fully digesting that bit of information until they had a good grasp of it. Then
the Lord would give them some more and the process would repeat itself. Precept upon precept,
line upon line, here a little, and there a little. Today one may go to a Pentecostal or Charismatic
church (some, not all) and wonder if perhaps it is a hitherto unknown branch of the Restoration,
so similar are some of the teachings.

28:13 Those who would reject this ministry would do so at their own risk. The prophet warns
that they might fall backwards, that they might be broken, that they might be snared, that they
might be taken.
Fall from grace and sanctification. See D&C 17:6.
Be broken. As a Church and as a People. Compare the churches of Ephesus and Laodicea
in the book of Revelation.
Be snared and taken-by the enemy in the final great apostasy.

28:14 This next section deals with the state of Israel. The modem state of Israel was set up
by men and women who were highly influenced by current social, economic and political
philosophies. They did not set up the nation or its government to be the Community of God
or to develop in that direction. This remains true today.
Israel will feel the same pressures which are bearing upon the western world generally
and will suffer in the same world crisis which leads to the casting down of Ephraim.
Her rulers will think that they can avoid these problems and threats without recourse
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to the Covenants of God or His word.

28:15 They will deal with the situation by making a treaty with a world power who proposes
to guarantee her safety. They believe that this treaty, rooted in lies and falsehood, will protect
them from the threatening overflowing scourge.
Death and Hell. Death is the god of the underworld. In the Canaanite religion he was known
as Mot, which is very similar to the Hebrew word in this passage. In Egypt he is Osiris. Hell,
or Sheol, the place of the dead, is his realm.
In Isaiah's day, the primary power which attracted Judah with proposals for alliance was Egypt.
The Hebrew name for Egypt, Mizraim, means "bounds." This is prophetically a symbol of
death, the most definite of the boundaries faced by human beings. In the last days Israel will
unknowingly enter into a treaty arrangement with antichrist. This will give them a false sense
of security.

28:16-17 At about the same time that this is happening, the Lord, well along in the business
of purging Ephraim, will be setting the core of Zion in place. The Foundation of Zion is Christ
Jesus. He is the hope of the world and its inhabitants. He is also the Redeemer of Israel.
If Israel would look to the Stone in Zion they would not find themselves in this mess.
Those among them, including Jews elsewhere, who do look to Him will be delivered.
He that believeth shall not make haste. Paul gives this as "not be ashamed," Rom. 9:33.
Peter has it as "not be confounded," lPet. 2:6. The basic meaning of the word in question is to
hurry, to hasten. But it also means to be disturbed, to be agitated, to be anxious, to be alarmed.
Those who have faith in the Lord and His Foundation will not need to fear the circumstances
around them. They have their security and their peace of mind.
Ps. 46: 10: Be still, and know that I am God.
This verse is almost always used in reference to worship situations. This is an improper
appropriation of the verse. It has nothing to do with worship. It is given concerning a time
of great turmoil and distress. What it means is that when everyone else is running around
in a panic, the People of God can stand in His security and be confident that in following
His directions they will come through all right.
What is happening in this chapter is described as:
A tempest of hail
A destroying storm
A flood of mighty waters overflowing
The overflowing scourge
It doesn't sound too good. What is really going on is that the Lord is bringing His judgment into
the earth. The purpose of the Stone is to provide a point of measurement. Christ Jesus is the first
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, Stone laid down in the Kingdom of God. In the construction, all measurements are taken from

this Stone. That way the building goes true in all its proportions. Christ Jesus is also the last
Stone set in place. From this Stone the completed work is re-measured. If the blueprints have
been followed it will measure out true. Anything which does not measure true will be pulled out
and reconstructed until it is right.

Judgment to the line. This is the horizontal measurements of social righteousness or justice.

THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF.
Righteousness to the plummet. The vertical measurements of personal integrity before God.

THOU SHALT LOVE THE LORD THY GOD
WITH ALL THY HEART, MIGHT, MIND A ND SOUL.
28:17-20 The Lord's storm shall overwhelm everything which His Covenant People imagine
will give them security. They will be compelled to either give up the securities of the world
and rely wholly upon Him or perish. Compare the storm which occurred among the Nephites
and Lamanites at the death of Christ.
The treaty which Israel shall make with antichrist will do them no good at all. It will be voided
and Israel will be trodden down just as Ephraim is.
It shall be a frightful terror which shall seem to never come to an end. Simply hearing
what is happening will be a torment.
28:21 This next portion recapitulates what has been said in this chapter.
The Lord, in His anger, will rise up as at Perazim and at Gibeon,
Perazim. 2Sam. 5:17-25; lChr. lJ'-17: David became king in all Israel and immediately took
the citadel of Zion. When the Philistines heard these things they gathered their armies against
him. In the ensuing battles David followed the direction of the Lord and defeated them.
He named the place of the initial battle Perazim, which means "breach" because the Lord
broke out against his enemies.
Gibeon. Jos. 10: Joshua's invading army was attacked by a confederation from the south of
Canaan. The Lord went out to war with hailstones and delivered them into the hand of Israel.
This was the occasion of the sun and the moon standing still.
In both of these instances the Lord went to war.
The word 'strange' is translated from two different words. They are generally synonymous.
The two activities refer, in the first instance, to specific and immediate deeds or activities,
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and in the second instance, to service or labor over the long haul.
Ex. The specific activity (work) is mopping the floor. The general program (act) is keeping the
building clean.
Strange: meaning something abnormal or unacceptable to which one turns, such as common
incense rather than specially prepared holy incense, gods, marriage partners, etc.
Work: a deed, an action, an activity, or the product of such.
Strange: foreign, alien, unrecognizable, unexpected, as in the phrase 'stranger in a strange land.'
Act: a job a task, a project.
The strange work and the strange act. The strangeness is that the Lord will do that which His
People do not really expect Him to do. He will make war against His own People. The purpose
of this (work) is to purge them of iniquity and transgression in order that they might become fit
receptacles of His Spirit and suitable instruments to the construction of His Kingdom upon the
earth (act).
D&C 92: 1: The building of Mine House, for the preparation wherewith I design to
prepare Mine apostles to prune My vineyard for the last time, that I may bring to pass
My strange act, that I may pour out My Spirit upon all flesh.
D&C 98: 12: What I have said unto you, must needs be, that all men may be left without
excuse; that wise men and rulers may hear and know that which they have never
considered; that I may proceed to bring to pass My act, My strange act, and perform
My work, My strange work. That men may discern between the righteous and the
wicked, saith your God.
The Lord will go to war against His Covenant Peoples. This will purify them by compelling
them to cast aside all that estranges them from Him. Then they will be able to make a proper
witness to the world. Then the Lord will pour out His Spirit on all flesh. This is the final stage
of the Endowment. All people will have the ability to distinguish between the righteous and the
wicked and to choose for or against the Lord. This will leave them without any excuse when
they stand before the Lord in judgment.

28:22 There are and will be many who reject this scenario. They do not believe that the Lord
will do any such thing. They give a variety of reasons for rejecting it, but it all comes down to
the same thing. They scorn the word of the Lord. Those who persist in this scornful attitude will
find that the bonds of sin grow ever tighter around them until there is almost no hope of escape.
The Lord has decided to consume the earth. This consuming will be of all people and things
which have militated against Him and His will.

28:23-29 The Lord is compared to a farmer. First the ground is plowed and harrowed. This is
necessary to break up the hard hearts of His People and loosen them from their false traditions,
their vain philosophies, and their self-righteousness.
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When this humbling process is complete He will be able to scatter the seed of His word into their

hearts. Every portion of the word goes in its proper place, to its proper people. Those who have
charge of the oversight will receive such revelation as pertains to the whole of their ministry.
Those who are responsible for local ministries will receive their instruction. Ones who need
counsel and advice will have it. Others who are weak will be encouraged. Wisdom will be given
to the foolish, knowledge to the ignorant, and so on so that all of His People will receive that
which is essential to their circumstances. Today a lot of time and effort is wasted because people
want to try to obtain those portions of the word of God which do not pertain to them in their
calling and need. And too much ministry is of a scattergun type, trying to be all things to all
people so that only minimal effect is achieved.
Then comes the separating, the threshing. Some of the Lord's crops are sturdy and require strong
measures to separate the chaff. Others are more delicate and require treatment which will not
bruise the desirable portions. Then again, some grains and herbs are more easily separated from
chaff than others. The crops are not all treated the same way. One program will not work effec
tively for everyone. The Lord's People must not complain because some appear to have an
easier time of it than others. He knows what He is doing. What appears to be easy for one may
actually be very difficult for another.
The grain is then ground to flour. The final object of all of this labor is to make bread. Getting
plowed, harrowed, scattered, and threshed is not fun. Many will be in acute distress and doubt
the love of God. Patient endurance in the faith of the Lord is what is required. No part of the
process may be left out, but no part of the process, however tedious or excruciating it may seem,
lasts forever. The Lord knows what He is doing and will achieve His praiseworthy results.

ISAIAH 29
29:1-4 Ariel is Jerusalem. This peculiar designation has two meanings depending on the
etymology. In one place it is used with the meaning of an altar hearth (Eze. 43:15-16).
It also means "lion of god" and is so used of champion warriors (2Sam. 23:20). Both
meanings are present in the text.
Jerusalem is the city of the Temple of God. This is the place of the altar. The altar is a represen
tation of the Cross of Christ. Jesus was crucified at Jerusalem. Jerusalem is the Altar of God.
Israel is the champion. of God, His army, the primary instrument by which He involves Himself
with humanity. Jesus is the personification of what Israel is called to be. He is the Messiah,
the designated King of Israel. He is also the "Lion of the Tribe of Judah."
The Lion was sacrificed on the Altar.
We know that this is Jerusalem because of the mention of David. Having taken the city from the
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Jebusites at the onset of his rule, David made Jerusalem his royal city.
Woe is pronounced on Jerusalem. The annual cycle of worship and sacrifice and feasts will not
dissuade the Lord from punishing His Covenant People for their sins.
Twice the Lord has camped against Jerusalem to her destruction. Once, when He brought the
Babylonians. The second time was when the Romans came against her. Although we don't
know exactly how Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem, we do know about Titus and the Roman
assault. The mounds and forts are exactly what he did.
This is going to happen one more time. The time of the antichrist.
On both occasions the city was destroyed and the Temple of God burned. On both occasions the
Jewish People were driven out from their homeland and scattered in the earth. When they did
not perish as a People as did the Israelites of the northern kingdom, it was as if they came back
from the dead.
Note. In the common versions of the Bible there is the word "as" in the second verse. It shall be
as Ariel. This signifies that there is another People who are going to suffer the same way. These
are the Nephites of the Book of Mormon. That history comes to an end with their destruction at
the hands of the Lamanites. But they left a Record and a Testimony.
Familiar spirit. This is an occultic spirit. It is the demon which places a spiritist in touch with
dead people and with other spirits. The Witch of Endor is an example.
Lev. 20:6: And the soul that turneth after such as have familiar spirits, and after wizards,
to go a whoring after them, I will even set My Face against that soul, and will cut him off
from among his people.
Dt. 18:10-12: There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son
or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times,
or an enchanter, or a witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard,
or a necromancer. For all that do these things are an abomination unto the Lord.
The Lord put this in here because He knew that many of His People would have trouble with the
story of the Book of Mormon coming forth. The whole thing about the plates and the magic
spectacles and everything is bizarre and has all the earmarks of an occultic expedition. This is
why the Lord says that it would be "as of one that hath a familiar spirit." It wouldn't have one,
but it would resemble it. He also dealt with this in the Doctrine and Covenants.
D&C 3:12-13: And now, behold, according to their faith in their prayers, will I bring this
part of My Gospel to the knowledge of My People. Behold, I do not bring it to destroy
that which they have received [the Bible], but to build it up. And for this cause have I
said, If this generation harden not their hearts, I will establish My Church among them.
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Now I do not say this to destroy My Church but I say this to build up My Church;
therefore, whosoever belongeth to My Church need not fear, for such shall inherit
the Kingdom of Heaven.
This is not speaking to members of the Restoration. They have accepted the Record. They are
not afraid of it. It is the other members of His Church who might be afraid of it. Because it has
the appearance of a devilish deception.
And this tells us that if we were to run across any other artifact, record, revelation, or what have
you, that looks even remotely like the Book of Mormon we should stay as far away from it as we
can. If this looks like the occult then anything that looks like it will be occult.

29:5-8 Those that have assaulted the Covenant People will themselves be suddenly visited
by the Lord. They shall disappear like chaff in a wind. Their memory will be like that
of a nightmare when it is over.
The enemies of the Lord's People will have great anticipations regarding them. These
anticipations will have no more substance than dreams do. Suddenly they will wake up
and realize that rt is the Lord, not themselves, who has the true perception of reality.
Notice that at the end of the verse it shifts from Ariel to Zion.

29:9-10 This is the reason that the Lord moves against His People. They are swamped
in the crookedness of their souls. They should stop what they are doing and, with amazement,
take stock of where they are and what they are doing. Their condition is pitiful. They are loud
in their boasting and in their claims, but the truth of the matter is that they are drunk. This refers
back to the previous chapter.
The result of their pride, their self-righteousness, and their disregard for the Covenant which they
have with the Lord is that He has poured out a spirit of deep sleep upon them. Their visions and
dreams are just that: dreams. Nothing more. Their (spiritual) eyes are closed and they can't see
what is really going on around them. They also can't see what the Lord is doing. They don't
know what He is doing with them and they don't know what He is doing with others. This
means that we don't know what is going on in the Church, in other churches, in the national and
international affairs of the world, and we don't know what is the Lord's involvement in these
things. The Lord has responded to the iniquity by putting a block on the prophets and seers.
Note. By this point some changes between the regular versions of the Bible and the new version
by Joseph Smith have taken place. From this point on major changes take place.

29:11-13 The Lord has made provision for a major Vision to be available to His People.
It is cast in the form of a Book written by a People who have passed away.
The Book is sealed. It is a revelation from God which deals with all things from the beginning of
the world to its conclusion. This means that it deals with the fullness of the Plan of Redemption,
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with all that the Lord has done throughout the history of His dealings with humanity.
Note. It is possible, but not certain, that this Sealed Record is the book with the seven seals
of the Revelation given to John.
This is a prophecy of the Sealed portion of the Book of Mormon. It has not yet been opened by
anyone or brought to the attention of the Covenant People. It will not come out until such a time
as the People have departed from their wickedness and abominations. This is not speaking of the
people of the world.
The Restoration is supposed to untangle itself from the wickedness and abominations which
have infected Christianity from earlier periods. This is the purpose of the Book of Mormon and
of the revelations given to the Restoration, particularly those which deal with truth, the mysteries
of the Kingdom, philosophical matters, and the organization and mission of the Church.
The fact that the Sealed Portion has not yet been presented to us demonstrate·s that this has not
yet been done. The Church has failed to adequately appreciate or implement the things which
the Lord has already given to us. Until we begin to take these things seriously and quit stalling
out over minutiae we shall remain in a measure of darkness.
29:14-16 The Record shall be delivered to a man, Joseph Smith. He shall be permitted to share
a portion of the Book with others. This is that which has been published as we have it today.
But the balance of the Record, that which is sealed, and the Book itself shall be withheld.
The Lord shall keep the revelation contained in the Sealed Portion until He determines
that it is the right time to bring it forth. Then it shall be brought forth by His power.
29:16 When that time comes, it shall be made manifest openly and with great publication,
so that all people shall be made aware of it.
It will be read by the power of Christ. This could mean that it will be translated by His power,
as was the first portion. But it could also mean that whoever reads the Book will read it by the
power of Christ. That is to say, it will carry such a powerful Spirit of Testimony that whoever
reads it shall know without hesitation that it is the Truth of God.
This Record contains the most complete revelation of God and His involvement with us
that has ever been bestowed upon humanity.
This is what the Record is:
A revelation from God, from the beginning of the world to the end.
A revelation of all things from the foundation of the world to the end.
A revelation of all things that have ever been among the children of men,
and of all that shall be among them, to the end of the earth.
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This is comprehensive. The fact that it is repeated three times signifies that it proceeds

from the fullness of the Godhead, and that it is both a complete and a holy revelation.

29:17-19 When the Book is delivered it shall not be given to the world. There shall be three

designated Witnesses who shall see the Book and bear witness of it. There shall also be other
witnesses from time to time, according to the will of the Lord, who shall have witness of the
Book in order that each generation might have the testimony of the Record.
This all refers to the plates, not to the translation which was made from them.
The published Record, the Book of Mormon, shall also have witnesses such as the Lord
determines is sufficient to establish the testimony.
Woe to him that rejecteth the word of God. This Book, the published work, is the standard
of truth in this generation. It is the Law and the Testimony of the eighth chapter of Isaiah.

29:20-21 This is the prophecy of Professor Anthon and the translation and characters
which were conveyed to him by Martin Harris.
Notice that the Book will not be utilized for anything except the glory of God. Remember
what happened to the Dead Sea Scrolls.

29:22 The Book will be translated by the power of God.
29:23-25 The Sealed Portion is to be untouched. When the unsealed part is translated

and the designated Witnesses are obtained, the Record is to be resealed and hidden away again.

The Lord will preserve it and bring it out at the right time. He will do it in such a way as to
demonstrate that He is capable of preserving and revealing His word. When this portion comes
out it will demonstrate to humanity that He is a God of miracles and that He does not change.
Note that there are theologies today, some of which are of recent date, which suppose that God
is so involved with His Creation that He is not free of its influences and that He changes,
grows and develops, over the process of time.
All things are done in His wisdom.
He only works with people according to their faith.
Luke 18:8: Nevertheless, when the Son of Man cometh, shall He find faith on the earth?
From this point on, the chapter continues to read pretty much as in other Bibles, with just a few
changes. This preceding portion is taken from Nephi (2N. 11:117-160). He is expounding on
these things (all of chapters eleven and twelve) and it is uncertain whether these interpolations
are actually the words of Isaiah or if they are commentary and expansion by Nephi in the manner
of a preacher.
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29:26-28 At the time that J. Smith was called to his ministry he was told not to associate
with any of the existing Christian communions. After centuries of development and dispute
the Christianity of his day was divided, contrary to one another and filled with theology
and doctrine which reflected the thinking of human beings as much as the revelation of God.
Even today much Christian observance, even in the best circles, has a tendency to be vocal
and not practical. It is talked, but not practiced. This kind of religion is not much good
and does not accomplish much, either for the world or for the individuals involved.
The Lord proposes to do a marvelous work and a wonder. He shall accomplish things
which will astound even the faithful.
The marvelous work and wonder. Summations of substance and context, not quotes.
lN. 3:214: Part of a passage concerning the Covenants of the Lord with the House
of Israel. An everlasting work in its results. Shall be woe to Gentiles who do not repent.
Has to do with the destruction of the abominable church.
lN. 7: 17: It shall be a work done among the Gentiles which shall be nourishing
to the Remnants of Israel. It shall also be of great worth to the Gentiles. It involves
the restoration of Israel to their Lands and to their God. All that fight against Zion
shall be destroyed.
2N. 11:29: It has to do with the restoration of the Jews to the knowledge of the Redeemer
and their knowledge of the Nephite Record. This is the second time the Lord sets His
hand to recover the House of Israel (Isa. 11 ).
2N. 12:42: It is so that the Lord may remember His Covenants to the children of men
[ben adam] and set His hand the second time to recover the House of Israel. It is also
that He might remember His promises to remnants of Israel. It involves the setting up
of the Standard to Israel.
3N. 9:95: The seed of Lehi shall begin to know these things. The Covenants
of the Father shall commence in fulfillment. Kings shall shut their mouths. The marred
servant (Isa. 52) shall come forth. Those who reject the words of Christ shall be cut off.
The Remnant of Jacob shall go forth as a lion among sheep (Mic. 5).
From this we may see that the principle effect of the marvelous work is the Restoration
of the House of Israel and the principle instrument is the Book of Mormon.
The wisdom of the wise. For some eighteen centuries Christianity reckoned the Jews,
and by extension all remnants of Israel, as being a pariah people cut off from the Lord and His
Covenants. They denied any future fulfillment of promised blessings and of all prophecies
concerning Israel. In the opinion of the Christian world the only thing left for the Jews was
that they should suffer all the curses found in the Scriptures. Every good thing was spiritualized
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and applied to the Church. The only way a Jew could get out from under was to give up his or

her Jewishness and become a member of the Church. Even after the modem state of Israel was
established there were Christian communions which did not recognize her right to exist.
The roots of the apostasy of the Middle Ages was the Christian abandonment of its Israeli roots.
Only when this is overcome will the Church truly stand in a right relationship before her Lord.
In the last day there will be those who reject this work. They will object that the Lord doesn't
know what's going on. These are deeply perverted people in spirit. They will not like it when
the Lord does His work and they will denounce it as a work of impermanent clay. They will
deny the work of the Restoration (D&C 152:4).
Note. In the popular versions of the Bible this is rendered quite differently. But the ultimate
message is the same.
The Lord will demonstrate that He does indeed know what they are doing and that His work
(human beings) cannot get away with claiming that He is not their Creator and doesn't know
what He is doing.
29:29-30 Lebanon had been a member of the Ottoman Empire for centuries when the First World
War broke out. By the time it was over it was under the French Mandate. During the following
years the French presence brought many Western influences to Lebanon which served it well
afterwards. During the Second World War the French coordinated with the Lebanese in making
them a sovereign state. Lebanon made great strides in her new autonomy and quickly became
one of the most prosperous and advanced nations in the Mid-East with a solid economic basis
and a high literacy rate.
Lebanon was famous in antiquity for her forests, especially her cedar trees. Over the centuries
the forests were cut away and are almost non-existent today. There is a program of reforestation
under way, but it will be many years before they are mature enough for any economic benefits to
come of it. Much of the land is given over to agriculture.
The Hebrew word for "fruitful field" is "carmel." Carmel is the place where the prophet Elijah
challenged the prophets and priests of Baal to a contest of sacrifices. This is the place where the
fire came down. The difference between Carmel and the Lebanese forests is cultivation. Carmel
is the place of revelation. Lebanon is wilderness. The prophecy says that these two will be
reversed with Lebanon becoming the place where the fire comes down and Carmel becoming as
an uncultivated forest. Twice the Lord has called upon the Restoration to bring forth the cause of
Zion. Once at the beginning of her history and then again at the beginning of the twentieth
century. The Restoration has not done so. Since the beginning of the twentieth century the Lord
has been bestowing increasing revelatory knowledge on other Christians.
That which was fruitful becomes wild.
That which was wild becomes fruitful.
That which was a place of revelation becomes void.
That which was a void begins to receive revelation.
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When this process reaches its fullness the testimony of the Book of Momzon will break out of its
present confines and begin to be found within the larger Christian community. In that day, the
deaf will hear the Book. Those who are presently spiritually deaf and who will hardly listen to
any mention of the Record will become receptive to the testimony. The spiritually blind will
begin to see out of obscurity and out of darkness. Notice the similarity to the language of the
preface to the Doctrine and Covenants (1 :4) concerning the Church of Christ.
The lowly in heart will be the ones who increase in joy.
The poor will rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.
It is no strange thing that over the past fifty to sixty years, the fields most open to the Gospel
are the poor and deprived nations of the Third World.

29:31-32 Tyrants and despots are going to become unfruitful in their endeavors.
Scorners, those who resist the word of God, will also cease.
Those who watch for iniquity are the kind of people who are always waiting to catch others
so that they can accuse and discredit them. Closely related are those who make a person an
offender for a word. They sit and listen and if someone says the wrong thing, uses the wrong
word or phrase, or is not careful to use the acceptable jargon, they are quickly criticized and
discounted. Some, for instance, have leveled the suspicious eye at innocents who have
unwittingly used what is called "New Age" language. A few years ago anyone who utilized
a rainbow or even mentioned it was suspected of being involved with or influenced by occultic
conspirators. Such persnicketiness is regarded by the Lord as pernicious.
Also included here are those who lay traps for those who are seeking to bring justice in the
courts. This includes legal manipulations, contrived questionings, and suppression of facts
and using legalities to thwart justice. And this is not directed only at those who labor in the
courts. This whole kind of attitude and approach is sinful, whether in the courts, or in business,
or in general interactions with people.
All of these sorts of people will be cut off if they do not repent.

ISAIAH 30-35
This part of Isaiah is compatible with Isaiah 28-29. It deals with the same essential message
and frame of reference.

ISAIAH 30
30:1-5 A woe is pronounced upon the rebellious children. This goes back to the formal charge
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made in chapter one of Isaiah.
Instead of going to the Lord, their Father, the Covenant People are going to others for advice.
They are seeking the protection (the covering) elsewhere. In doing this, they are adding sin
(going to someone else) to sin (not trusting the Covenant God in the first place). They don't
even go the Lord before approaching Egypt.
Seeking security in the economic systems of the world: banking, insurance, pension plans;
in the legal system of the world: police, courts, lawmakers; in science and technology;
in military strength; in political activity; and in many other ways and means.
Mouth: The revelatory promises of the Lord. The priesthood with the Urim and Thummim;
the prophets; the provisions of the Covenant.
Egypt was the first enemy of Israel and is a sign of the strength of the world. She is a
superpower who incites the Covenant People to place trust in her and her promises rather than
in the Lord. Egypt continually incited the smaller nations to rebel against their overlords and
gave guarantees of assistance if they would do so. But Egypt had neither the will nor the
wherewithal to back up her promises. This nation appears to be benign and trustworthy,
but in the end is only out for her own benefit. Those who trust her enter into a false sense
of security and then end up being left high and dry.
This corresponds to the foolish trust of the rulers of Jerusalem in chapter twenty-eight.
Many colonies were started this way. A power moved into an area and promised some sort of
assistance in return for a few small concessions and the next thing anyone knew the power had
taken over.
At the conclusion of World War II the United States allowed the Soviet Union to take
over Eastern Europe.
In Korea the United States settled for a partial victory and the division of that country.
After years of promises broadcast over Radio Free Europe, the United States sat by while
the Hungarian Revolt was brutally put down.
Having rejected pleas for assistance by the Vietnamese, the United States later attempted
to set up a "free" Vietnamese state in the south which was little more than a dictatorship.
After the tally became too great they then abandoned that expedition.
The United States did nothing when the Russian tanks rolled into Czechoslovakia.
When Hussein was fighting Iran he had American support. When he overstepped
himself in the matter of Kuwait (with its oil wells) the United States moved in.
Afghanistan and Bosnia were another matter. No oil.
106

Their representatives have come close and approached you with promises. But in the end every
one involved, they, with their promises, and you, who trusted them, will come to shame and
confusion. Because in the end they can't deliver what they promise.

30:6-7 The picture here is that the Covenant People are shipping their wealth, carried on
domestic animals, into regions that are infested with wild beasts, to pay for assistance
that will not be forthcoming.
30:8-11 This is the Book of Mormon. The word rendered "note" means "to inscribe" or
"to engrave." The word for "book" is literally "scroll," but is used of any written document.
Now go, write it before them in a tablet (plates), and inscribe it in a book, that it may be
for the time to come forever and ever.
This is an eternal Record and Testimony. It is addressed to the rebellious children.
These are those Covenant People who willfully refuse to hear the Law of God. They are
lying children. They have sworn an oath, the Covenant Oath, and have forsworn themselves.
They do not observe the Covenant or its provisions. This is not a matter of the provisions
being too difficult to understand or to observe. It is that they won't hear or perform.
They say one thing and do another.
Matt. 21 :26-29: A man had two sons� and he came to the first, saying, Son, go work today
in my vineyard. He answered and said, I will not; but afterward he repented, and went.
And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I will serve;
and went not. Whether of the twain did the will of the father?
They no longer pay attention to the Truth of God. They prefer to _hear the wonderful blessings
and the promises made to Covenant People rather than about the demands made upon them.
Real preaching about repentance is not popular. Smooth things, things that go down easy,
that don't ruffle our feathers are what are wanted.
The Covenanters of Qumram called the Pharisees 'speakers of smooth things.' The Pharisees
were always trying to soften up the provisions of Torah so that people would more willingly
comply with them. Sometimes they voided the word of God in the process. This happens today.
These are people of deceit who don't appreciate prophets coming around to tell them the truth.
They prefer their present understanding of things and the way they are conducting their Covenant
ministry. Prophets have a way of becoming a hindrance.
They would also like for the prophets to make the Holy One of Israel to go away, to disappear
from their consciousness. They would like to have God redefined into someone more convenient
to our lifestyle and traditions. They want to find a correlation between the American Dream and
the Vision of the Kingdom. This is why Jesus rebuked Peter and called him satan.
The common grace doctrine which accommodates sin.
The rapture theory which says that we will not have to go through Tribulation.
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God loves the world; He won't do anything to hurt us.

The idea that we are really pretty good folks and our good works will save us.
The phrase "the only true and living church" refers exclusively to the organization of
April 6, 1830.
Only those who embrace the Restoration will inherit celestial glory.
Before we can love others as ourselves, we must love ourselves.
Consider the reaction to Jack Raveill, Joseph F. Smith of the Temple Lot Church, and others
who have not always spoken according to the tradition.

30:12-13 The Lord's response:
Those who despise this word, the Book of Mormon and Isaiah's testimony, are people who trust
in the world's ways, goals, methods and systems and fasten themselves to them, defend them,
embrace them and sustain them.
This iniquity. Trusting and embracing the world and its program.
It is compared to a large crack in a high wall, such that the wall is bulging and will fall in
upon itself.
Consider the great building and the abominable church of Nephi's vision.
Matt. 21:46, 51-54: For whosoever shall fall upon this Stone, shall be broken; but on
whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder.
Verily I say unto you, I am the Stone, and those wicked ones reject Me. I am the head
of the corner. These Jews shall fall upon Me, and shall be broken. And the Kingdom
of God shall be taken from them, and shall be given to a nation bringing forth the fruits
thereof; (meaning the Gentiles.) Wherefore, on whomsoever this Stone shall fall, it shall
grind him to powder.
These new farmers are the Church among the Gentiles.
Its fall will be sudden. The sudden colJapse of the Soviet Union and the eastern Block is a sign
of what will be happening worldwide. It is in the midst of this kind of chaos that antichrist will
be able to rise to power.

30:14 The wall, world systems, will fall partly because of its own wickedness. But the fall will

be precipitated by the word of God. A house of cards needs only a touch to come down. There
will be no sparing. Those who have not repented wilJ find that there is not enough left to build
a fire with or to ho]d water in. When the breaking begins it will be too late to start repenting.
Many people have an idea that at the last moment the Lord will wave the magic wand and they
will be ushered in to the Kingdom. They do not want to regulate their lives to the will of God
today. They expect that at the right time He will do something to compel or to grant
righteousness to them to an adequate degree. This is on the same level with those who imagine,
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that having lived their lives to suit themselves, God will wonderfully transform them into Heav
enly quality people when they "die in the Lord."
There are also many saints who suppose that we need not do those things which prepare for the
Kingdom: purchasing land, establishing storehouses, building businesses, implementing conse
cration, developing Kingdom oriented educational programs for the priesthood and the saints,
utilizing those court procedures the Lord ordained for the saints, or other such things because
when the time comes, God will drive out the Gentiles and give us their stuff on a silver platter.
Those who think that they can wait until the wall is actually falling and then run out to obtain the
water (indwelling Spirit) or the fire (power in the Spirit) will find themselves in the position of
the five foolish virgins. Shut out.
30: 15 The Lord has provided an opportunity for His Covenant People to return to Him and to
rest. Remember that in chapter twenty-eight He said that the stammering lips was a refreshment
and a rest, but that many would reject it.
In quietness and confidence there is strength. This is such a faith that when things seem to be
very bad indeed the saints of God would be able to quietly proceed with their appointed minis
tries and callings without fear.
Ps. 46:10: Be still and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be
exalted in the earth.
Ex. 14:13-14: And Moses said unto the People, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salva
tion of the Lord, which He will show to you today; for the Egyptians whom ye have seen
today, ye shall see. them again no more forever. The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall
hold your peace [keep your mouth shut].
The Covenant People are called to the cultivation of such a faith that when caught between the
devil and the deep blue sea they do not clamor and murmur fear, but wait expectantly for the
coming deliverance of the Lord.
D&C I :4: That faith might also increase in the earth.
All of the problems that are presently faced by His People are utilized by Him to cultivate this
faith. The trick is to know that this is what is going on and to abide in faith in Him who is
mighty to save. Remember the parable of the woman and the unjust judge.
Jam. 1 :2: My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into many afflictions; knowing this,
that the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that
ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.
Altogether too often we go about to solve our problems in our own ways or in the ways of the
world and so deprive ourselves of great soul-building testimonies.
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30:16-17 As a result when the great tribulation hits (and each of us goes through our own

whether it is the one at the end or not), we are not ready and we flee. When we see that our
preparations and our "allies" do not sustain us, we run. And many end up running away from the
Lord. But we can't get away. When the Lord moves to root out wickedness, He closes off every
avenue of escape. His work will have its fullness in righteousness. Fear takes hold of the mind
at the end of its tether. Strong emotions, especially the negative ones, are hardly conductive to
clear and rational thought. And negative emotion is always a hindrance to faith and the hearing
of the voice of the Lord.
There will be a Remnant left. They will be those who have embraced their earlier training
and become strong in their faith. They have endured their testing. Shadrach, Meshech
and Abednego did not answer the king out of an assurance of deliverance from the furnace.
They answered him out of a cultivated faith in God.
This Remnant will become a beacon-fire on top of a hill. This is the core of Mount Zion.

30:18-19 The Lord will wait. He is waiting for this Remnant. They are the ones who will
know the fullness of His grace. What is only a trickle now will become a flood. The people
of the Restoration today have a great deal of trouble with the doctrine of grace and have much
to learn. One of the things that will occur before the end is that the true doctrine of grace will be
proclaimed and demonstrated by His Covenant People. The grace of God is found in the Blood
of Jesus. Those who are offended by the Blood and who resist it do so to their own hurt.
He is waiting to be exalted. He will be exalted in the eyes of the inhabitants of the earth
when they see His grace and mercy bestowed wonderfully upon His Covenant People.
They will be amazed and give glory to God. Many will come to the Lord at that hour.
These things will begin to be seen under the third and fourth Seals.
The Lord is a God of justice and He will keep His promises to those who are faithful to Him.
His People shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem. It is not limited to just one portion of His Covenant
People. All the Remnant will know the Lord in their appointed places. As His kingdom begins
to expand in the earth those who come in will find their sorrows passing away and the grace of
God will abound plentifully. Today our faith is such that much prayer is required before we see
the grace of God answering us. In that Day He will respond at the very moment the cry comes
to Him.

30:20-21 The Bread of Adversity. The word of God that we don't want to hear; His rebuke.
Years have been wasted by the Lord's People. They could have been receiving, preparing,
training, but they did not. Now it will be hard and fast, and against our grain.
The Water of Affliction. The Spirit harrowing up our souls till we come into the depth of
humility. We will find the Spirit-led way of life to be utterly against our worldview, our lifestyle
and our beliefs. There must be a complete turnabout. Conversion means to be completely turned
around. One hundred and eighty degrees. This is what happened to Peter.
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Luke 22:31-32, 62: And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, satan hath desired you, that
he may sift you, that he may sift the children of the Kingdom as wheat. But I have
prayed for you, that your faith fail not; and when you are converted strengthen your
brethren.
And Peter went out, and wept bitterly.
Patience is the watchword. For as we proceed through the difficulty we shall come out to the
other side. The Valley of the Shadow of Death does not last forever. If He leads us in He will
lead us out.
Teachers not presently seen. How often are angels present and we are not aware? How often
are those of the Church of the Firstborn present and we are not aware? But the time comes
when we shall see them in our midst.
In the Hebrew the word 'Teacher' is singular, not plural. This is Christ and God. Remember
that Nephi saw the Spirit as a man. Christ Himself shall be in the midst of His People.
D&C 85:18: Therefore, sanctify yourselves that your minds become single to God,
and the days will come that you shall see Him: for He will unveil His face unto you,
and it shall be in His own time, and in His own way, and according to His own will.
The voice of the Lord in clarity, in immediacy, at the very point of need. Guidance
that no longer needs to be struggled over to obtain.
30:22 The Covenant People will abolish their idolatry (so much of which we are not even
capable of recognizing as such today) with a vengeance.
The ministry of the Two Witnesses (Elijah being one of them) will begin under the First Seal.
His ministry was to call the People to commit themselves to either YHWH or Baal. They had
to choose. They could not keep on staggering back and forth from one to the other according
to their convenience. This will not work. Jesus said that it was not possible to serve God and
Mammon. You either serve the one or the other. This will be the ministry of the Two Witnesses
to the Church of the last day.
Note. All the faithful servants of the Lord who were not able to fulfill their ministry
in their day will do so in the last Day.
30:23-25 These are blessings of prosperity that shall be poured out in the Day of the Kingdom.
They are spiritual as well as temporal. Blessings of the Spirit, of the word of God, of fruitful
labors in the Kingdom, and of other such things.
30:25 The fall of the Twin Towers of the Trade Center in New York is a sign that these things are
about to be fulfilled. They are not the only things which will fall.
D&C 137:6: Let the Church be admonished that the times are portentous and demand
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faithful adherence to the faith and work of the Church, that mankind may be blessed by

and find peace in those religiously social reforms and relationships which have been
divinely imposed as a great task of achievement.

Portent means "sign." These are times full of signs. Almost every happening of significance
can be discerned as a sign of the last days and of the Lord's activity and faithfulness.
30:26 This is the spiritual light which shall be poured out upon the People of God in the final
move of God. He will, indeed is already, increasing light. As the light increases, His People
are healed and as His People are more completely healed, He increases the light which is
bestowed upon them.
It has already been mentioned that there is a possibility that the earth may move out of its orbit
(Isa. 13). If this happens and if the earth begins to move toward the sun, this would. explain the
heat which shall torment the kingdom of the beast (Rev. 16:8-9) and it would explain how the
sun would become seven times brighter. The moon, of course, is a reflection of the sun.
30:27-28 This is the Lord's coming in judgment upon the nations of the earth.
From far. From His Throne of Judgment in Heaven.
The sieve of vanity. Only those who are sufficiently humble as to repent shall fall through
the sieve. All of the rest shall be caught and restrained. Humility is of the greatest importance,
while pride, especially the pride of self-righteousness, is the greatest hindrance in the matters
of the Kingdom of God. Remember Isaiah's experience when he saw the Lord. He was
devastated at his own unworthiness. This is sometimes very difficult for the Lord's servants
to see. Our own unworthiness.
30:29 In the great Day of Redemption, the Lord's People will be in great festivity due to
the fullness of the promises of the Lord.
30:30-31 The voice of the Lord shall be the power of deliverance. This is the Sword which John
saw proceeding from the mouth of the One on the white charger (Rev. 19).
His arm shall fall on the nations.
30:32-33 The grounded staff. This is the staff of the Lord's punishment upon Assyria,
or the nations. Its grounding is every place where it touches the wicked to their discomfort.
The music which accompanies it is the rejoicing of those who are liberated from the oppressions
of the nations and kingdoms of the world.
When Sherman marched his army from Atlanta to the sea a strange thing happened.
By the time he reached Savannah he had two armies with him. His armies carried with them
the new document from Washington, the Emancipation Proclamation. In everyplace, they
gathered the slaves together and read out the document, explaining what it meant. As they did so
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the erstwhile slaves laid down the instruments of their slavery and, with great rejoicing,
took up new instruments to follow Sherman and labor in His behalf. So shall it be in the great
Day of Redemption. As the Great Redeemer moves through the earth establishing His Kingdom,
there shall be multitudes of the slaves of the earth who shall joyfully enter into His liberty
and offer their service to Him.
Topheth. This was an altar which had been set up in a valley on the immediate south
of Jerusalem. On this altar human sacrifice was performed. In later times this valley,
known as the Valley of Hinnom, was turned into the city garbage dump. The garbage became
infested with worms and vermin. Fires were kept continually burning to consume all the filth
and sewage. This is Gehenna, a sign of the Lake of Fire. The king for whom it is prepared
is satan.

ISAIAH31
31:1-4 Those who rely upon the military power of the superpowers of the earth. They do not
look to the Lord, the Holy One of Israel.
But the Lord is smarter than they think. He will bring disaster on the wicked. This is a decision
that He has made and He will not change His mind.
All of this vaunted power is only human power and not to be compared to God. When the Lord
moves against wickedness in the last day both those that provide the military power and those
who trust in it will fall together. Both the untrusting Covenant People and the ones they trust in
will collapse and fall.
The Lord will come and fight for Zion. His Zion. Not our views and perceptions of it.
His Community of His faithful ones. He will be no more afraid of their military strength
than a lion is of a pack of shepherds.

31:5 This is a sign. In 1917, during World War I, the British army in Egypt under General
Allenby moved into Palestine against the Ottoman Turkish army. When they came to Jerusalem
Allenby was faced with something of a dilemma. He was a Christian and didn't want to do
damage to Jerusalem. He sent to London for advice. The answer came back: Pray. He was in
the habit of praying with his staff regularly and what he finally decided to do was to send
airplanes over the city dropping leaflets inviting the surrender of the city without conflict.
As it happened, his name, written in Arabic, reads like the signature of a holy man. When the
people in Jerusalem saw these messages dropping from these great "birds" in the sky and signed
as they were they complied. The Turks evacuated to the north as the British entered from
the south. Allenby and his staff walked in as a sign of respect for the holy city. His entrance
was on the first day of Hanukkah.
This sign, given at the beginning of the twentieth century, indicates the nearness
of the closing day.
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This, by the way, occurred concurrently with the issuance of the Balfour Paper by the British

Foreign Secretary. This paper said that the British government would render assistance to the
Jewish People in establishing a homeland in Palestine. In this manner the Secretary, Balfour,
acted in the manner of a modem day Cyrus. This was the formal end of the Times of the
Gentiles. As the greatest empire on earth at that time, the British Empire was the authorized
power to bring the Gentile dominion to a conclusion. From that time to this, the dominion
has been returning to the House of Israel.
31:"6 An invitation to return to the Lord. The Hebrew word for repentance is "teshuvah" or
"to return." In the Bible this is usually translated as "return" or 'tum back."
Notice that Israel is said to have deeply revolted. This is not some minor matter. It was not
an accident. It was a willful revolt.
Beginning in 1905 the Lord started calling for the Restoration to move vigorously toward Zion.
This was also the tenor of the administration of F. M. Smith. The Church responded very
inadequately.
31:7 In that Day everyone will be getting rid of their idols. Compare this to Isa. 2:18-22
and Rev. 6: 12-17. Notice that idols are identified with objects made with hands for a sin.
Today is a day of extraordinary technology and of our confidence in it.
31:8-9 The Assyrian shall fall and be devoured with the Sword of God's justice. It shall
not be the sword of a human which brings him down. He shall flee in fear from the Sword
into his stronghold. flis young men (warriors) shall become forced labor. His princes
shall be afraid of the Ensign: Zion.
Note. The Hebrew of verse nine could be translated to mean that the stronghold
will collapse because of terror.
Zion will be the fire of God.
Jerusalem shall be His furnace.
This shall happen only when the Covenant People rid themselves of their idolatry.

ISAIAH32
32:1-2 The King is Christ Jesus, the Messiah of Israel. He shall reign in righteousness.
His princes are the officers of His Kingdom. These are the overcomers.
Christ will be protection, rest, comfort and refreshment to flis People and ultimately to the earth
and its inhabitants as it falls under His dominion.
32:3-4 This is the work and influence of the Book of Mormon. It refers back to chapter 29.
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The rash are those who are in a hurry. They don't stop to fully grasp what they are doing.
The doing is paramount with them. This tends to be typical of the Restoration. In the Day
of the Lord they will slow down and come to an understanding of the Lord's real purposes
and of what and how He wants things done. Refer back to chapter twenty-eight.
The stammerers are those of the larger Christian world who have come to some knowledge
and understanding, but have not yet received the fullness. They will come to that fullness.
Then they will no longer stammer. Refer back to chapter twenty-eight.
32:5-8 This goes back to the fifth chapter, verses eighteen through twenty-three. Human beings,
even Covenant Human Beings, have trouble discerning between good and evil. In the Day of the
Lord the hearts of people shall begin to be exposed. As pressure increases, the facades will fall
away and people will act out the reality of who they are. Their behavior will expose them.
Vile. "Nabal" means senseless, foolish.
Liberal. "Nadib" means generous, noble. It is related to the word for the free-will offering.
Churl. "Kilay" means a crafty one, a rascal.
Bountiful. "Shoa" means generous, of good status, well off.
32:9-13 This addresses the complacent, those who are taking it easy and enjoying life as it is.
Things are good and there is every reason to expect things to remain good. There will be a time
of great prosperity such that people will think that it is going to last forever.
This has already come. In the aftermath of the Second World War there was a boom period
and people were deluded into thinking that is was going to just get better and better. By the
mid-sixties things had begun to level out. Since then there have been increasing warning signs
that the present prosperity is an illusion which can burst at any moment.
D&C 147:5: Repression of unnecessary wants is in harmony with the law of stewardship
and becomes My People.
This message suggested that it would be a good thing for the saints to curb their appetite for
enjoying the "benefits" of the consumer society and make the things of God their priority.
The Depression of the early twentieth century was a sign of what can happen to the economy
and of how quickly it can happen. It is imagined that new economic theories and systemic
safeguards have immunized us against future cataclysms of that sort. It would be unwise
to put too much confidence in human wisdom.
There was also a great deal of religious enthusiasm in the early decades after the Second World
War. The popularity of church in the fifties, the Charismatic Movement, the outbreak of new
theologies in the left wing of Christianity, and many other developments indicated a vitality with
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promise of a great future for Christianity which has not emerged. The enthusiasm and

expectations which were fostered in these things has tended to fade. It can be seen that
the religious elements of society have had a diminishing influence in the larger society
and have been unable to counter the growth of corruption on all fronts. The world has had
a much better rate of success in infiltrating the congregations, rather than the other way around.
It is becoming difficult to tell the difference between the People of God and other people.
Amos 6: 1, 3-6: Woe to them that are at ease in Zion.
Ye that put far away the evil day, and cause the seat of violence to come near;
that lie upon beds of ivory and stretch themselves upon their couches, and eat
the lambs out of the flock, and the calves out of the midst of the stall; that chant to the
sound of the viol, and invent to themselves instruments of music, like David; that drink
wine in bowls, and anoint themselves with the chief ointments; but they are not grieved
for the affliction of Joseph.
The vintage and the gathering. The gathering is the fruit harvest. This is the· expectation
of the Spirit and the gifts. The Endowment.
These expectations are going to fail. Instead there will be thorns and briers, the lust for
increased wealth, the concern for the problems of making a living, the development
of a larger gap between the rich and the poor. The joyous city is Laodicea (Rev. 3:14-22).
This church is in for a rude awakening.

32:14 The disaster that is coming.
The First Seal, the white horse and rider, will provoke a great hope and great expectations.
But the next two Seals are war and famine. The Fourth Seal is pestilence, epidemics,
and other forms of death. Things will get much worse before they get better. Don't be lulled
by appearances and temporary successes. There will be hard times in the future.

32:15-20 The hard times will continue until the real Endowment, the one called the great

Endowment. There will be preparatory endowments given in increasing increments of power,
but these will be for the work of the preparation of the Church and the Saints and for the
performance of labors in the field. But the great Endowment will not come until the Church
is purified. This will begin during the tribulation of the Fifth Seal and come to maturity
under the sixth.
Notice the fruitful field and the forest/wilderness.
Notice the order and process of things. Judgment shall come first, and righteousness.
These will produce peace. Then will come quietness and assurance. And the Lord's People
shall dwell in these habitations.
When the hail, the Lord's punishment of the nations, comes, the Lord's City will be
in a low place. The depth of humility.
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Sowing beside all waters means to do so without fear. Sending forth the herds out to pasture on
their own, rather than taking them, means that there is no danger.

ISAIAH33
33:1 There are those who plunder other people and appear to get away with it. There are those
who are treacherous in their dealings and seem to prosper by it. But recompense is corning.
They fall to the same devices they have used against others.
33:2 The prophet prays for the Covenant People.
33:3-4 The prophet's confidence. When the Lord rises up to deliver His People, the nations
and their peoples shall flee in terror. That which they had accumulated shall come to the
Kingdom and to the Lord's People.
33:5-6 In that Day the Lord shall be exalted and He shall firmly establish His Covenant People
in His Kingdom according to His holy principles. This shall be at the time of the destruction
of the nations.
The fear of the Lord is His treasure.
D&C 10: Seek not for riches, but for wisdom, and behold, the mysteries of God shall be
unfolded unto you, and then shall you be made rich; behold, he that hath eternal life
is rich.
33:7-9 There will be those who are attracted by the enticements of the enemy. They will find
themselves outside the Kingdom. The world will be corning to pieces and desolation will be
found everywhere. The policies of antichrist wi11 destroy the world. He will break his treaties
with people. Travel will become dangerous. The ecology will be destroyed. Even the holdings
of the Covenant People will suffer insofar as they are deceived by him.
33:10-12 This is when the Lord shall rise up. What people have dished out will come back
to destroy them. The very things which they have said, promises, threats, covenants, treaties,
hopes, desires, all of this will work to their destruction. They will be consumed as a corpse
is with lime. All infestations of the Lord's vineyard will begin to be cleared out and burned.
33:13-14 Let everyone hear what the Lord is doing and acknowledge His might.
The purging of Zion. They shall flee. Who is able to endure the fire of the Lord's Spirit
at that Day?
33:15-17 These shall stand:
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Those that walk uprightly.

That do not obtain benefit from oppression.
That don't take bribes.
That don't so much as listen to violence.
That don't so much as consider evil.
These shall dwell close to the Lord.
The rocks are the provisions and People of the Lord's Gospel; living stones.
Bread and water are the word and Spirit of God.
Their eyes shall see Christ as He truly is. The far off Land is Zion.
33:18-19 Even the Covenant People shall be afraid in that Day. They will look around and see
an absence of those people who used to run things in society. The bureaucracy will have broken
down as the sinners flee.
Those who used to brutalize others will be gone. So will the divisions which have separated
the People of God from one another.
33:20-22 But they shall also see the building up of the Kingdom of God as an everlasting
establishment. Once it goes up it will never again come down. The Stakes of the Kingdom
will be firmly grounded.
The Lord shall be there with an abundance of the Spirit. Enemy fleets and slave ships
will not come to His habitation. This is because the Lord, Christ Jesus, will be the High Judge
and the Lawgiver. Nothing will happen without the King's approval. He is the Savior.
33:23 The enemies' order and ability will begin to fall apart. They won't be able to control
anything anymore. They shall lose all of their wealth and abundance.
The lame shall take everything. After Jacob wrestled with God on the banks of the Jabbock
River he was lame for the rest of his life. This is when he was returning to the Covenant Land
and had to overcome his fears before he could do it. His greatest fear was of his brother Esau.
Esau, or Edom, is a figure of the world and its ways. Jacob grappled with his fears, not by
attacking Esau, but by coming to grips with the Lord, a stranger who jumped him. The Covenant
People are going to meet God like they never have before. He will seem like a stranger to them,
even an enemy. After the wrestling match they will be lame with the lameness of humility.
33:24 Total health to the People of God. Spiritually, physically, economically, socially,
politically, in every conceivable way. They will no longer confess sickness. The fullness
of redemption. In the resurrection, the power of sin, that which Paul called the "law of sin
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in my members," will be removed along with the "body of death" (Rom. 7:25-27).

ISAIAH 34
34:1-3 The summoning of the nations and the proclamation of the indignation of the Lord.
This will result in an incredible destruction and slaughter.
34:4 The scrolling of the heavens. The stars falling as figs.
Rev. 6: 12-14: And I beheld when he had opened the Sixth Seal, and the stars of heaven
fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a
mighty wind. And the heavens opened as a scroll is opened when it is rolled together.
D&C 85:26-27: And immediately there shall appear a great sign in heaven, and all people
shall see it together. And another angel shall sound his trump, saying, That great church,
the mother of abominations ... she is bound in bundles, her bands are made strong, no man
can loose them; therefore she is ready to be burned. And he shall sound his trump both
long and loud, and all nations shall hear it. And there shall be silence in heaven for the
space of half an hour, and immediately after shall the curtain of heaven be unfolded, as
scroll is unfolded after it is rolled up, and the face of the Lord shall be unveiled; and the
saints that are upon the earth, who are alive, shall be quickened, and be caught up to meet
Him. And they who have slept in their graves, shall come forth ... They are Christ's, t
he first fruits.
34:5-6 The Sword bathed in Heaven. It shall fall upon Edom, and upon those whom the Lord
has cursed. The curse is His judgment.
D&C 1 :3, 6: Wherefore the voice of the Lord is unto the ends of the earth, that all that
will hear may hear; prepare ye, prepare ye for that which is to come, for the Lord is nigh;
and the anger of the Lord is kindled, and His Sword is bathed in Heaven, and it shall fall
upon the inhabitants of the earth; and the arm of the Lord shall be revealed.
And also the Lord shall have power over His saints, and shall reign in their midst,
and shall come down in judgment upon ldumea, or the world.
Hel. 5:6: The Sword of Justice.
Idumea is an alternate spelling of Edom. Edom is a figure of the world. It has been so used
by the Jews since before Christ. It especially was used as a code for their enemies. In the first
century it was used of Rome. Later, when Rome became nominally Christian, it was applied
to Christianity.
Josephus reports that among the signs seen in Jerusalem prior to the outbreak of the war with
Rome, there were those who reported seeing a Sword hanging point downward over the City.
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Again the bloodiness of the judgment is emphasized. It is portrayed as a sacrifice.
Bozrah is a city of Edom. It may be that apart from its use a type of the world, Edom will in fact
be a major scene of the war of the last day.
34:7 Reem. This is the Hebrew word for the auroch, the wild ox. Translators who didn't know
the meaning of the word rendered it as "unicorn" in older translations. Its presence in Joseph
Smith's Bible is probably due to the course he took in Hebrew while he was in Kirtland.
The wild ox is a symbol of Ephraim. It could be that this is simply a reference to one more
sacrificial animal. On the other hand it could be a reference to the participation of Ephraim
in the Zion War.
34:8 This is the war of the controversy of Zion. That is to say, it is the conflict between the Lord
and His People and all those who have in any way struggled against the establishment of the
Kingdom of God on earth. Most of Christianity rejects the idea that humans will ever be able
to so conduct themselves or to so organize a society as to accomplish such a Kingdom. The
establishment of Christendom in the remnants of a fallen Roman Empire was such a project,
but the results were less than satisfactory and not encouraging. Rabbinical Judaism believes
that such a thing is possible, or at least a legitimate goal to work for. There have been many
attempts by Protestant Christians to perform such a task, the Puritans of New England being
the largest such experiment. All have broken down at some point. All others totally reject
such an idea at all, not believing in God.
This last war will be the result, in part, of the non-believers trying to destroy what the Lord
is doing.
It is the Day of the Lord's vengeance, the outpouring of His indignation.
It is the Year of Recompense in which all who have labored against the Covenant People
will get back what they have done to others. The Covenant Peoples will also suffer at this time
to the degree that they have not repented of their sins.
34:9-15 This is the fate of the world, particularly the strongholds of the anti-God forces.
It shall be given over to wildlife.
The Hebrew for confusion and emptiness are the words describing the original chaos
at the beginning of Creation.
Any attempt to re-gather the nobles and rulers of that kingdom will be fruitless; there will be
nothing there.
34:16-17 Those whose names are recorded in the Book of the Lord shall have nothing
to fear. The mouth of the Lord has commanded them and their security;
they have been gathered by His Spirit. They shall have their inheritances portioned
out to them and the Kingdom shall be divided among them.
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Mal. 3: 16-17: Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another; and the Lord
hearkened, and heard it, and Book of Remembrance was written before Him for them
that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His Name. And they shall be Mine, saith
the Lord of hosts, in that Day when I make up My jewels; and I will spare them,
as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.
Dan. 7:27: And the Kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the Kingdom under
the whole Heaven, shall be given to the People of the Saints of the Most High, whose
Kingdom is an everlasting Kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey Him.

ISAIAH35
35:1-2 All the desolations of the earth shall begin to flourish under the influence ofthe Presence
of God. Creation itself shall rejoice in the fullness of the redemption of the Covenant People.
Just as health and vitality is bestowed upon the Lord's People, so shall it beto the natural order.
Human beings have been placed in charge of the earth as stewards. In Genesis it says, Let them
have dominion. This word dominion is one used of a governor who is appointed to protect and
nourish a portion of a kingdom in order that it might bring forth for the benefit of the king, his
subjects, and his kingdom generally. The governor's proper job is to maintain his holding in
good order so that it continues to produce and to prosper. The practice of gutting a colony or
a province began to become policy only in the time of the final Assyrian Empire.
In the second chapter of Genesis we are given more information about this dominion. The
Human is told to dress and to keep the Garden. To "dress" means to cultivate, to make produc
tive. To "keep" means to protect. This is what it means to be stewards and to have dominion.
Much of the desolation of the earth today is nothing more than the result of the depredations of
human beings. We are aware of this in the natural realm, but there is spiritual influence also. To
the degree that we have introduced an improper spirit into the earth we have caused spiritual
damage which manifests itself in the natural order. This may mean being conduits of the enemy
of God or it may mean the influence of our own corruption. It comes to much the same thing.
Gen. 7:55: Woe! is me, the mother of men!
Rom. 8: 19-22: For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation
of the sons of God. For the creature was made subject to tribulation not willingly, but by
reason of Him who hath subjected it in hope; because the creature itself also shall be
delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.
For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.
35:3-4 Encourage one another. Encourage others. Strengthen each other with the promises
of the word of God. Remind those weak in faith and short on memory of past blessings and
testimonies. Be particularly mindful of those under great stress. Do this to yourself regularly.
121

God is going to come. Nothing will prevent Him and He will not change His mind. When He
comes it will be with vengeance on all those who have brutalized His People. Whatever has
been done to them will be turned back on the perpetrators. He will come and He will save you.
This is primarily true of the Return of Christ. But it is also true of all of His People at all times
and in all places. It is those who endure to the end of a situation who discover the grace of God.
Those who give up on the Lord will not discover that grace. And there are some who find that
grace in death and resurrection.
Remember Jesus' parable about the widow who went to the unjust judge. Jesus said
that the waiting might be long. So don't give up.

35:5-7 In that Day everything that is flawed shall be corrected.
35:8-10 The Highway of Holiness. This is the fullness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
the Eternal Covenant.
It is for those who are clean, those who have sanctified themselves. The only power
of cleansing which qualifies a person for this Highway is the Blood of the Lamb of God
The redeemed of the Lord shall travel on this Highway. It brings them
to the Kingdom of God, Zion.
This Highway is so remarkable that even stupid people and retarded people and people without
common sense shall not make mistakes. That should give a lot of us hope. Think of the power
and presence of the Spirit that must be in this Highway. This is the place of which it says that we
will hear a voice behind us telling us which way to go. That's why they will make no mistakes.
The unclean, those who are not sanctified, shall not be on this Highway. Neither shall
any wild beast. This means enemies, non-covenanted people.

SECTION6
ISAIAH 36-39
THE VENGEANCE OF THE LORD
Background
Hezekiah is a Covenant man. He is also a ruler of his People. He is a sign of the leadership of
the Covenant People of the last day and Jerusalem is a sign of the Covenant People of the last
day. The events of his career correspond to the events of the Fifth and Sixth Seals.
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2K. 18: Hezekiah in the prophetic account. This compares Hezekiah favorably to David.
It is said that there was no king like him in Israel, either before or after. It speaks of his
great reform. He trusted the Lord with all his heart. He rebelled against Assyria.
He broke into pieces the Brass Serpent which Moses had raised in Israel. This serpent
was a healing blessing and had been kept in the Sanctuary as a memorial of the event.
But in the course of time it had become an idol in the sight and practice of the People.
The purpose of the past is that we might learn from it as we go forward into the future.
We must not idolize the past. Not even the good things.
We do not know the location of Mount Sinai. We do not know the location of the Mount of
Transfiguration. We do not know Moses' burial place. We do not know the place from which
Elijah was lifted up by the fiery chariot. At the Mount of Transfiguration Peter wanted to build
three shrines. Jesus was so impressed with the idea that He totally ignored it. The narrative says
that Peter didn't know what he was saying.
Shrines have a way of focusing our attention in the past and away from the present or the future.
We like to think that if we could only retain or relive that which was, things will be better. We
say, "O, if only I could have lived in the days of Jesus and the apostles." We say, "O, if only I
could have lived in the days of Joseph Smith." We think, "O, if only we could get back to the
days of Kirtland." And, "O, if only we could get back to the good days of Israel A." And we,
like Peter, don't know what we are saying.
In the Book of Mormon we read about a group of People who wanted to go back to the Land
of Nephi and recover their inheritances. The first party to do so fell out among themselves
and killed one another off. The second colony managed to get themselves deceived by their
enemies, then enslaved, then ruled by a wicked king and his corrupt priests. Only after much
hardship and many unnecessary deaths did they finally get back to where the Lord wanted them
in the first place.
The only place we can be is today. The only direction we can go is forward. It may be true
that where we are may not be the best place in the world or in the Lord. But it is where we are
and we cannot ever go back. We must go forward. The Lands of Inheritance given to the
Children of Israel are those places to which they have been taken. Not the original inheritance,
except for those so appointed.
Going backwards, in fact or in our hearts, is a sure way to trouble.
Idolatry.
Bondage.
Deception.
Failure of growth.
Failure of forward movement.
Corrupt leaders.

123

Not being where the Lord wants us to be.
Not doing what He has appointed to us to do.
A tendency to babble.
Quarrels and violence.
Death (Lot's wife).
These are some of the results of looking backwards.
The account notices that the destruction of Samaria was because of Covenant unfaithfulness.
2Chr. 29-31: This is the account of Hezekiah in the priestly record.
He opened up the doors of the Temple.
He instructed the priesthood to sanctify themselves.
He instructed them to sanctify the House of the Lord.
He made confession of the sins of Israel.
He determined to make a Covenant with the Lord God of Israel.
Then the priesthood went to work.
They sanctified themselves.
The priests cleaned out the interior of the House.
Then the Levites carried the rubble out to the K.idron (Darkness).
Then they made the Covenant.
Sin offerings were made for the Kingdom, for the Sanctuary, for Judah.
Then they offered the burnt offerings.
While they were being offered, the loud praise and worship begins.
Then the congregation brought their offerings.
Note. Many priests were not sufficiently sanctified, so Levites stepped in to help out.
They were more upright in heart to sanctify themselves.
Hezekiah then set out to keep a great Passover.
Messengers were sent throughout Judah and the northern territories with invitations.
In the northern territories were the Remnants of Israel.
Many in the north refused, but others accepted.
All Judah accepted. This was by the word of the Lord.
They cleansed Jerusalem of idolatry (leaven).
The remaining priesthood were shamed into sanctifying themselves.
The Passover was sacrificed.
Not all the assembly was sufficiently sanctified.
The Levites did the sacrificing for them.
Hezekiah prayed that they would be accepted.
Great worship took place throughout the seven days.
Sacrifices were offered throughout the seven days.
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It was so good that they elected to continue for another seven days.
Hezekiah and the princes contributed sacrifices to the People.
More priests sanctified themselves.
Great joy prevailed; there was nothing like it since the days of Solomon the son of David.
The priesthood blessed the People and their prayer came up to Heaven.
The People then destroyed the last remnants of idolatry in the whole Land.
Hezekiah organized the priesthood and the Community worship in their proper order.
He commanded the firstfruits, the surplus, and the tithes of the People. Storehouses
were prepared for the abundance which was to be brought in.
Distribution was made according to the Law of God.
Hezekiah was the man of the Covenant.
Comment: At some point the Covenant Man shall stand forth and begin the purification of the
Church. He shall demand that the priesthood sanctify themselves (the sons of Levi shall offer
an offering in righteousness). They shall begin sanctifying the Church, the saints (they shall
offer an offering in righteousness). Each order of the priesthood will work in their own calling
and ministry. The filth shall be cast into the outer darkness. The Everlasting Covenant shall
be fully implemented with all of its provisions. This is the beginning of the Kingdom of God
on earth. The gathering of the Remnants of the Covenant People will begin in earnest.
The dominion of the Lord shall begin to expand. The Marriage Supper of the Lamb shall be
prepared. The Lord shall begin to appoint the inheritances, the stewardships and the full order
of the Kingdom of God.

ISAIAH 36
36:1-3 The representative of the Assyrian king is sent to Jerusalem. All the other fortified cities
have fallen to him. The king himself is at Lachish, one of the last walled cities to fall.
Rabshakeh. Chief Steward.
He comes to the same place where Isaiah met Ahaz in chapter seven. This account
is counterpoised against that meeting. A faithful king is compared to an unfaithful king
in similar circumstances .
36:4-20 Rabshakeh 's challenge.
Who are you relying on?
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Egypt and Pharaoh is a broken reed.
Are you trusting YHWH?
Hasn't Hezekiah destroyed His altars?
A wager: I will give you the horses if you can provide the riders. We'll see who
wins? You haven't got the riders and yet you trust Egypt.
YHWH sent me to destroy you.
This shows the powers of the earth challenging the Covenant People and the nascent Kingdom.
Interlude: Hezekiah's staff asks him to speak his language so that the People will not understand.
He refuses. He is speaking to them.
Don't let Hezekiah fool you. He can't deliver you.
Don't let Hezekiah tell you that YHWH will deliver you.
Make a treaty with me and live in peace until I take you to another land.
No god has delivered his people yet.
YHWH won't either.
This is where he made his real mistake. The indignation of the Lord shall come to its full.
36:21-22 The People do not answer him because Hezekiah told them not to. They did
what the Covenant Ruler said to do. They stood still and waited for the Lord.
Hezekiah's staff make their report.

ISAIAH37
37:1-2 Hezekiah goes up to the House of the Lord and sends for Isaiah.
This is the proper order; don't make decisions of this sort without seeking the Lord first.
37:3-5 His message to Isaiah.
A day of trouble, rebuke, and blasphemy (Rabshakeh against YHWH)
The Children of the Kingdom are at the birth (of the Kingdom), but are not
strong enough to deliver.
Perhaps the Lord will rebuke the Assyrian for his reproach of the Living God.
Pray.
37:6-7 Isaiah's response.
Don't be afraid of his words.
I will blast him.
He will hear a rumor, go home, and be killed in the house of his god.
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37:8-13 The Assyrian king is interrupted by other enemies. He sends another message
to Hezekiah.
Don't let your God lie to you.
No god has delivered his people.
Your God is no different.

37:14-20 Hezekiah takes the letter to the House of the Lord and spreads it out
so that He can read it.
He acknowledges the greatness of God.
Listen, see, hear the reproach.
Assyria has done all that he says to people, lands and gods.
But those were not gods.
So save us.
So that the whole earth may know that You, and only You, are YHWH.

37:21-29 YHWH response.
The virgin daughter of Zion laughs you to scorn.
Who did you think you were blaspheming and reproaching?

I AM THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL.

You say that you are going to cut down Lebanon and invade Carmel (see Isa. 29).
Don't you know that I planned your victories a long time ago?
I know everything that you do and your anger against Me.
Now that I have heard you fully express yourself against Me
I will hook you in your nose and bridle your lips
And send you home.

37:30-36 A sign for Judah.
For two years you shall eat what grows naturally.
Then, in the third year you shall cultivate your fields.
The Remnant shall take root and grow.
A Remnant shall go out of Jerusalem up to Mount Zion.
The zeal of the YHWH Sabaoth shall do this.
The Assyrian king shall not come against this City.
He will return home by the way that he came.
I WILL DEFEND THIS CITY
FOR MINE OWN SAKE.
FOR MY SERVANT DAV ID'S SAKE .

37:36-38 The angel of the Lord sent one angel and killed 185,000 of the Assyrian army.
The Assyrian went home to Nineveh. While he was worshipping his god his sons killed him.
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These two chapters are an elaboration on the thirty-forth chapter-the indignation of the Lord
upon the nations.

ISAIAH38
In these chapters Hezekiah is an example of the Covenant People of the Lord. He is very typical.
38:f-8 This occurs at about the time that Assyria attacked Judah, either during the war or shortly
before.
Hezekiah is told that his sickness is to the death and that he should set his house in order.
He prays desperately to the Lord with much weeping. Isaiah is sent back to tell him that he
now has fifteen more years to live.
The God of David. Hezekiah was a descendent of David and heir to the Covenant which the
Lord established with David. The Lord communicates with us according to the terms of the
Covenant. The Covenant with David said that the Lord would remember his seed as long as they
would remember Him. If they forgot Him then He would visit them with the rod and wjth stripes
(Ps. 89:31-32). Hezekiah's sickness (stripes) and the Assyrian threat (the rod) suggest that this
has to do with Covenant difficulties on Hezekiah's part.
Hezekiah had not been trusting the Lord, as he had ought. He went ahead of the Lord in
attempting to rebel againstAssyria without the Lord's permission. Furthermore he had made
an alliance with Egypt.
Hezekiah will not only live; he will also be delivered from the Assyrian threat. Jerusalem
will be defended.
As a sign that this is a true word of God the shadow on the (steps) of Ahaz goes back ten degrees.
38:9-20 Hezekiah's song, written after his return to health.
I am to be cut off in middle age.
I will go to the gates of Sheol.
I will no longer see the Lord in the land of the living.
He will no longer live with people in the world
His physical life is taken away like a shepherd's tent.
He recognizes the hand of God in his sickness.
All day and all night the Lord is bringing him down to the end.
His groaning.
He is worn out with looking toward heaven.
He wants the Lord to undertake for him.
The Lord has spoken and healed him; he will be careful to avoid bitterness
the rest of his life.
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He recognizes The Lord as the Lifegiver; he will praise Him.
He had bitterness instead of peace. It was in His love that the Lord saved him from the
grave and forgave him his sins.
The dead cannot praise, cannot celebrate, cannot hope for truth.
The living praise the Lord. Hezekiah does so; fathers teach their children.
The Lord was ready to save him, so they will make music to him daily in the House of
the Lord.
Note. His song is a little different in other Bibles.
38:21 The manner in which the healing was done.
38:22 The reason a sign was given.
Note. 2Chr. 32:24-26: In those days Hezekiah was sick to the death, and prayed unto the Lord;
and He spake unto him, and He gave him a sign. But Hezekiah rendered not again according to
the benefit done unto him; for his heart was lifted up; therefore there was wrath upon him, and
upon Judah and Jerusalem. Notwithstanding, Hezekiah humbled himself for the pride of his
heart, both he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the wrath of the Lord came not upon them
in the days of Hezekiah.

ISAIAH39
39:1 Merodach-baladan. He was a Chaldean king. He had been run off once before for foment
ing rebellion against Assyria. But he managed to return and recover the throne. This embassage
was probably another attempt to garner support for a united action against the oppressor.
39:2 Hezekiah was pleased with the attention he was getting and let them see everything that
they wanted to look at. He was showing off. Pride was getting hold of him.
39:3-4 Isaiah came demanding to know who these people were and where they had come from.
Hezekiah told him. Now they had ostensibly come to express the official pleasure over
Hezekiah's recovery, in which case the glory should have been the Lord's. But Hezekiah said
that they came "unto me."
Isaiah then wants to know what they have seen. Hezekiah tells him that he has shown them
everything.
39:5-7 The word of the Lord:
These people that you think are your friends are going to take back a report of everything that
they have seen. And one day they will return to take it all away from you. They will also take
your children with them to become officers in their palace.
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Eunuchs. This was a common practice in those days. Children of royal and noble families,

who might be potential problems, were taken and trained up to be servants of the conqueror.
In this way they would be friendly and they would be under observation. To preclude the
possibility of future difficulties they were castrated so that they would not produce any more
potential troublemakers. This should have been shocking for Hezekiah above the norm
because the Covenants of Abraham and of David were both predicated on future seed.
39:8 Hezekiah's response to the word of God is peculiar. He agrees with the word, that it is
good, that it is right, that the Lord has the right to make such a judgment call. But then comes
the expression of his heart. Does he mean, ''I'm sorry for what I've done, and its going to be
tough on the kids, but I'm glad that by the Lord's mercies it won't happen while I'm alive."
Or does he mean, "Too bad for them; but at least I won't have to face the music."
Note. 2Chr. 32:31: Howbeit, in the business of the ambassadors of the princes of Babylon,
who sent to him to inquire of the wonder that was done in the Land, God left him, to try him,
that He might know all that was in is heart.
The question is: Did Hezekiah pass the test? Do we?
Comment: Hezekiah's sickness is a spiritual thing. He is informed that it will kill him.
Compare the message given to Ephesus and Laodicea in Revelation. In his sorrow and prayer
the Lord shows mercy. He has time to repent and prepare for the future. As the Kingdom
of the last days begins, there will be lapses. The Lord will show mercy, but it must be taken
advantage of to make corrections. The song: The promise of the resurrection is what should
sustain us. It is easy to be overcome by both the pride of life and by present afflictions.
We must be careful of falling into bitterness. Bitterness should be replaced by the promise
of the Lord and by His mercies. The spiritually dead cannot give praise and glory to the Lord.
We are responsible not only for our generation, but also for that which is coming up.
They need to know the mercies and promises of the Lord also. Once we have obtained mercy
we should be properly grateful and not forget. Not everyone who comes and pretends to be
our friend is truly so. Before receiving the compliments of the world we should obtain
the Lord's perspective on things. There shall be many in the last day who fall away from
the Kingdom to the enticements of Babylon. Part of the trouble of the 1830's was that
the saints went about telling things to the Gentiles which they should have kept to themselves.
This gave the enemy power over them. It is a matter of pride. Can we pass the test?
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SECTION7
ISAIAH 40-66
THE CONCLUSION OF THE MATTER
THE FULLNESS OF REDEMPTION
BACKGROUND
This portion of Isaiah is set apart from the first portion of Isaiah in a number of ways
and for a variety of reasons.
This division of Isaiah consists of thirty-three poems organized together into related matter
which builds up to the finality of the Lord's redemption of His Covenant People. These poems
are well crafted and show literary polish not evident in the early part of the work. They also
show no indication of the involvement of the prophet in the circles of power that formerly took
place. Isaiah was probably shut out of the royal court during the reign of Manasseh and limited
in the amount of public ministry that he could perform. If this were the case then he would have
more time to spend in meditation and in the preparation of the prophecies of his later years.
The final chapter of the previous division, dealing with the Babylonian ambassadors, sets
the stage for this second division. It may be assumed that the final prophecy of chapter
thirty-nine has occurred and has reached its conclusion.
2K. 21:10-15: And the Lord spake by His servants the prophets, saying, Because
Manasseh, king of Judah, hath done these abominations, and hath done wickedly above
all that the Amorites did, which were before him, and hath made Judah also to sin with
his idols; therefore thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Behold, I am bringing such evil
upon Jerusalem and Judah, that whosoever heareth of it, both his ears shall tingle.
And I will stretch over Jerusalem the line of Samaria, and the plummet of the house
of Ahab; and I will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipeth a dish, wiping it, and turning it
upside down. And I will forsake the Remnant of Mine Inheritance, and deliver them
into the hand of their enemies; and they shall become a prey and a spoil to all their
enemies; because they have done that which was evil in My sight, and have provoked Me
to anger, since the day their fathers came forth out of Egypt, even unto this day.
This portion is addressed to those of the Covenant People who are in some form of bondage,
enmeshed in the snares and toils of Babylon, whatever form Babylon may be taking at the time.
Chapter forty picks up at the point in which Babylon's defeat by Cyrus is imminent and the
Restoration of the Jews is on the horizon.
Because it is speaking to a People who are in Captivity and who will remain that way for some
time, it addresses some basic difficulties which they will experience. A principle purpose of this
section of Isaiah is to universalize the Covenant People's view of God so that they will not be
swept away by idolatry or by a notion that the God of Israel is incompetent or limited in any way.
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Chapters forty through sixty-six are also designed to prepare the People for their deliverance

from Captivity and for the final redemption that shall come at the end of time. A call is issued to
all of Israel and great visions and promises are made for their encouragement. This is followed
by comments on how to prepare for that which is to come. The division is rounded off with the
conclusion of the Lord's redemptive work and the beginning of the millennial reign.
It comprises the substance of the ministry of John Baptist, who is prophesied in the beginning
of chapter forty. The People of Israel were still in bondage, though the Babylonian Captivity
had long since come to an end. Not all, or even a majority of the Jews had returned from the
Captivity. This was the beginning of the Diaspora. Those who had, did not take full advantage
of their opportunities and so had fallen again under a harsh dominion, this time that of Rome.
John came to them preaching the coming of the Messiah and the potential end of that form
of Babylonic dominion. In doing so he drew heavily from this portion, as well as
from other prophetic ministries.

SECTION 7 PART 1 ISAIAH 40-45
STRONG EMPHASIS ON REDEMPTION
THE UNIVERSAL NATURE OF ISRAEL'S GOD
THE RELATIONSHIP THAT EXISTS BETWEEN THEM
THE FUTILITY AND FOOLISHNESS OF IDOLATRY
ISAIAH 40
40:1-2 The section begins with a call to comfort the People of the Lord. This is the basic tenor
of the whole of the last portion of Isaiah.
Double for sins: A teaching of the scriptures and of the rabbis of Israel is that the Covenant
People of God are always held more accountable for sin than are those who are fundamentally
ignorant of Him and His ways. The rabbis taught that other nations would be punished when
their cup of iniquity was full, but that Israel would begin to feel the corrections of the Lord
immediately. It was also understood that those who have a knowledge of the Lord are held
to a higher standard of righteousness and justice . In this same vein Covenant People are
punished more extensively than Gentiles are.
This has, first of all, to do with the Babylonian Captivity and the Return. In this it was only
partially fulfilled. The prophets Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi, as well as Ezra and Nehemiah,
all had to deal with problems in the Return. As a result of the inability of the Jews to properly
address these problems in a sustained manner they were not fully prepared for the corning
of the Messiah.
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Again, the Lord attempted to prepare the People with the ministry of John Baptist, and again the
response of the People was inadequate. After the failure of the People's response to Jesus Christ
the Romans destroyed the nation. This Diaspora endured for over 1800 years.
The new Covenant People, the Church, has also fallen into the clutches of Babylonian snares, a
condition which prevailed for the space of about a thousand years. The Reformation impeded
the progression of Babylonian influences in the Church, first in the formation of Protestant
denominations, then in the Counter-Reformation of the Catholic Church. However, as with the
Jews of the Return, Christians were not able to fully extricate themselves from Babylon.
A second move by the Lord, the Restoration, has also had only minimal success.
Today this message is again being sounded forth amongst the Covenant Peoples of the Lord.
Indications are that this will be the last time such a call goes forth to the Lord's People or
to the inhabitants of the earth.
40:3-11 This was the call to prepare those who would be crossing the deserts from Babylon
to Judah. Later it became the calling card of John Baptist and the core of his message.
This is a call to repentance, to tum from the ways of the world and of Babylon to the way
of the Lord of the Covenant.
Highway for our God: That He might enter into our heart and dwell in the midst of our societies.
Valleys and hills: These have to do with the establishment of justice and righteousness.
The leveling speaks to the creation of equitable laws and governments, bringing forth
a true equality of the People of God in situation and in opportunity.
Crooked and rough places: The removal of Covenant violations, sin, iniquity and transgression,
both individually and socially.
These things also refer to the cataclysms which shall transform the face of the earth
in the last days.
The promise is that when this is done the complete redemption of God will be fully manifested
that all may be witness to it.
The Cry is that of the servants of the Lord sent forth to proclaim these things. The message is
that humans, their ideals, desires, endeavors, objectives and works are transitory; only the word
of God endures forever. Furthermore, these things are all ultimately subject to the will and
disposition of God. The Spirit of the Lord blows and things are renewed and come to an end.
Ps. 104:29-30: Thou hidest Thy face, they are troubled; Thou takest away their breath,
they die, and return to their dust. Thou sendest forth Thy Spirit, they are created; and
Thou renewest the face of the earth.
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Dan. 4: 17, 35: This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word
of the holy ones; to the intent that the living may know that the Most High ruleth in the
kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever He will, and setteth up over it the basest of
men.
And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; and He doeth according to
His will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay
His hand, or say unto Him, What doest Thou.
Message to Zion and Jerusalem: They have the Gospel, the glad news concerning God and His
redemption; they are to get up to the place of revelation and Covenant (as in Horeb) and bear
witness:
Tell the cities of Judah that their God is coming in strength and dominion; His reward is with
Him; His work before Him (He'll start it when He comes); He shall be the Good Shepherd.
This is Christ. He came to the Jews, to the Lehites, and He will come again in the last days. He
is God.
40:12-14 These are rhetorical questions. God is fully capable, able in all things. No one has
ever given Him counsel, taught Him how to do anything; no one has anything like the compre
hensive knowledge and ability that He has. He is incomparable.
The purpose of this is that the People of God should not be impressed by what others may do or
say. The Lord God of Israel so far surpasses anything which has been or can be accomplished by
anyone else that His People should not have their attentions drawn away by whatever may
appear to be wonderful.
40:15-17 The divine evaluation of the nations and their affairs. The People of God need not be
overly concerned with national and international affairs. They should recognize that the Lord is
always supreme and that He is their sufficiency. Rely on Him and on Him alone.
Lebanon: Famous for its forests; firewood for the altar. All the wood and beasts of Lebanon
together could not produce a whole burnt offering adequate to the majesty of the Lord of Israel.
Vanity: This is the word translated "without form" in the first chapter of Genesis. It is also used
in verse twenty-three and in chapters forty-four and fifty-nine.
40:18-26 To whom can you compare God?
Idols are made. Nobody made God, nobody invented Him; He simply IS.
Get it through your thick skulls; let it penetrate the hardness of your hearts: This has been re
vealed to the People of God from the beginning; you ought to understand these things. When
faced with the choice of God or anyone or anything else, choose God. He is supreme over
everything. Compared to Him everything else is as nothing. The very cosmos is nothing more
to Him than a dwelling place.
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The rulers of the earth and idols are lumped into the same qualification. And none of them shall
amount to anything; in the good time of the Lord they will wither away. Think of all the gods
that have passed into history: Seti, Isis, Jupiter, Mercury, Hera, Odin, Thor, etc. Think of all the
rulers of the earth who have died and gone the way of all the earth. And all those who presently
seem to be somewhat shall pass into an equal oblivion.
All the majestic and awe-inspiring bodies which inhabit the universe are created by Him and are
under His control.

40:27-31 The Covenant People have a conviction, or at least a suspicion, a fear that the Lord is
no longer involved with them, their condition, or their doings.

Way hid: The Lord doesn't know what is going on.
Judgment passed over: The Lord no longer concerns Himself with them.
This happens to be a common type of conception in a number of the theologies of the present
day. Some suggest that He no longer involves Himself in the affairs of human beings; others that
He no longer differentiates between 'His People' and others; and still others believe that He is
not fully capable or knowledgeable.
This is not true. He is an Everlasting God; He doesn't wear out on a project, and He never
reaches a point where He cannot comprehend the situation
Far from that, He is the One who enables others to maintain or even increase in strength, ability,
diligence. Those who wait on Him will be increased to such a degree that they will even surpass
those who might normally be expected to exceed them. Waiting has two aspects to it:
1. To stay with Him and not try to get ahead of Him in labors; not to try to anticipate Him or to
proceed before He says to do so.
2. To continue in service to Him, as a waiter or waitress continues in service to the customer.
In this regard it is often forgotten that the first business of the servants of the Lord is not minis
tering to their fellow human beings, but to minister to the Lord. This was the pattern given to the
priests of the Tabernacle.
3. The Hebrew word translated 'wait' is derived from a word meaning 'to bind'. Waiting on the
Lord means to be bound or attatched to Him, especially in a covenant relationship.

ISAIAH41
40:1 Earth should keep silent before Him. In this silence before Him the renewal of the strength

of the Covenant People will take place. Even if the world desires to go on its merry way in noise
and confusion the People of God should settle their souls in quietness and wait upon the Lord.
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The renewing of strength:
1. Come close to the Lord.
2. When the nearness of the Lord is evident, then speak. To Him.
3. The invitation to come near to judgment: To an intelligent consideration of the
situa tion, of the matters at hand. This is the time to ask questions; to hear what the
Lord has to say; this is the time to listen to what the Lord has on the table, to consider
what He would like to discuss with us.
F. H. Edwards, on occasion, recalled an incident from a Conference years ago, in the administra
tion of F. M. Smith. During a business session from which F. M. Smith had absented himself to
get some rest, the conference reached what they considered to be an impasse. They sent
Edwards to rouse the prophet and have him inquire of the Lord in the matter. Smith did so, but
when he gave the document to Edwards he said, "They have no right to do this to me." Later,
after the session was over, Edwards went back to the prophet and asked for the meaning of that
statement. F. M. Smith replied that it was the business of the conference to seek the mind and
will of the Lord; that his job was to be available as an authoritative voice by which the Lord
could speak to the Church. He further said that the habit of the Church is to make a petition to
the Lord, get the immediate answer to the immediate question, jump up and take off, while the
Lord still had much which He would communicate if there were anyone there to listen. This is
the effect of pushing everything on to the prophet and expecting him to do all the work.
This was related to others and to me by my father who had considerable opportunity to speak
with Edwards during his employment at Herald House.

41:2-4 This has reference to the Lord raising up Cyrus and using him to bring deliverance
to the Covenant People. Notice that the Lord takes full credit. It is possible that some such
Cyrus will be raised up in the latter days; a deliverer who is not himself of the Covenant People,
but who will be of great benefit to them.
This can also refer to Abraham, the Father of the Covenant People. He was from the east,
was blessed in regard to the nations, received honored deference from the kings that he met
in his career, and pursued and defeated the allied kings of the east in the matter of Lot.
It is with Abraham that the Lord initiated the generations of Israel and of all Covenant People
to the present day; He also called forth the faithful from the beginning, foretelling all things
which would transpire to the end of days.
Cyrus will be referred to again in greater clarity. He is a type of the Christ. He is also a type
of those of the last days who will be raised up by the Lord to effect deliverance ministries
for His Covenant People in the Babylon of this day, some of whom will not be believers
any more that Cyrus was. And further, he is a type of those who are the anointed of the Lord;
that is, of Christians who truly surrender themselves to Him.
Calling the generations from the beginning refers to the Lord God's knowledgeable control
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of human affairs; that He is in charge.

41:5-7 The reaction of the unbelieving world when the Lord moyes on behalf of His People:
They fear, they encourage one another in the unity of fear, and they pursue their idolatry
even more avidly.
Note: It has been suggested that this (vs. 6-7) is actually a Book of Mormon reference;
that the Carpenter is Christ and that the goldsmith is Moroni, who needed encouragement,
anc;I that the admonition to be of good courage concerns the time of the Kingdom Age after
the labors of the twelve disciples.

41:8-10 Israel is different.
The Covenant People are the servant of the Lord.
They are chosen by the Lord.
They are the seed of Abraham.
John 15:16: Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you,
that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain.
Eph. 1:4-5: According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love; having predestinated us
unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure
of His will.
The ingathering of the Covenant People of the Lord; the promise that they/we are not cast away.
God does not abandon half done projects. When He says, "I am with you always, to the end
of the world," He means it. Anyone who comes teaching that the Lord has abandoned His
Covenant People, or any portion of them, is a liar of the devil. However, it is still possible
that, in the end, they may not abandon Him and thereby lose out.
Since the Lord is with us we ought not to be afraid, no matter what the circumstances.
He is our God.
He will strengthen us.
He will help us.
He will hold us up in the right hand of His righteousness.

41:11-13 The enemies of the Lord and His People will be confounded, come to nothing, and
ultimately perish. The Lord will hold the right hand of His People; they should not be afraid.
41:14-16 Notice that Jacob is called a worm, not exactly a term of praise. It speaks to the lowly
condition of the Lord's People when they are not abiding in the Covenant. They are down
trodden and reduced to a form of humility. This is the present condition of the Lamanites
generally, but is also the condition of other hidden portions of Israel. It is also the condition
which other of the Covenant People may look forward to if they do not repent. The message
to the Church of Laodicea (Rev. 3) is that of a worm that does not know its true condition.
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The Lord will labor with them and they will become His threshing instrument. Today they are
not sharp, capable, but in time to come they will be renewed and become so. The mountains
are the nations.

The State of Israel is an example of this. No rational expectation would suppose that the nation
could have been re-established, given the circumstances of the previous centuries, or the political
situation which prevailed in the early part of the twentieth century, much less that it could have
prevailed and prospered in the face of such violent opposition. But the Lord has poured out His
blessing upon them to this very day. Others of the remnant of Israel shall also come forth and
prevail against seemingly overwhelming odds.
The remnant of Israel shall come forth and fan the nations until the chaff is blown away. They
will be a part of the storm which removes the more wicked parts of humanity and it's institutions.
The whirlwinds are the political, economic and religious upheavals which shall blow across the
world in the last days; they will blow away the chaff which is stirred up by Jacob.
This will cause rejoicing among the Covenant Peoples.
Mic. 4-5: This prophet also addresses the threshing of the nations by the remnant of
Jacob. They shall break forth out of Babylon and being empowered by the Lord shall
go through the nations as a lion among sheep. Because the prophet addresses both
the daughter of Zion and the remnant of Jacob we may understand that both the seed
of the Patriarchs and the Church will be involved.
Compare the last few verses of 3Nephi chapter nine to the conclusion of Micah chapter five.

41:17-20 The Lord will hear and provide for the poor and needy. Notice that the beatitudes of
Luke 6 are somewhat different from those of the more familiar version in Matthew. This also has
a spiritual meaning in reference to the Endowments of the Spirit of God upon His People. Just as
He provided water from the Rock of Horeb (a synonym for Zion) in the wilderness, so He will
provide in the last days. This will follow closely upon the famine spoken of in Amos 8:11-12.
The Lord will plant trees of great variety in the wilderness. These are individuals who shall
be raised up to the benefit of His People. They shall come from many and diverse backgrounds
and shall be graced with a variety of gifts and ministries of beauty, holiness, fruitfulness and
beneficence.
Too often we attempt to move people all into the same mode: to be caregivers, to be evangelists,
to be students of scripture, to be successful in administration or in business, etc. and so miss out
on the manifold giftedness of the Lord which He is willing to bestow upon us. He has made us
different in order that He might use us in many ways to accomplish much blessing in the earth
and in the Community of God.
It says that He will plant these together so that together we may know that it is the Lord that has
done it. Human beings plant "forests" by taking one kind of tree and planting them in organized
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clumps or rows. We call these orchards. If they are "in the wild" so to speak, replacing that
which we have cut down, we sti11 tend to utilize just a few types of trees according to what we
consider to be useful to us. When the Lord plants a ·forest He utilizes a multitude of species.
He also throws in shrubberies, vines, and many other plants to create a whole and balanced
ecology. We often miss the fullness of what He can provide by placing our restrictions on what
He is doing.
We are to see, and know, and consider, and understand together. Not apart, not separately,
not in our own individual capacities.
2Pet. 1 :20: Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scriptures is given
of any private will of man.
41:21-24 Another chaJlenge to the idols and their worshippers. This includes any who rely on
human wisdom and knowledge. They are urged to bring forth their reasoning�, their logical
arguments, and to make some intelligent and accurate guesses about what will happen in the
future and so demonstrate that they are gods worthy of notice. But, of course, they are nothing
and cannot and will not be able to do any such thing. Whoever chooses idols is an abomination.
An abomination is strong language placing something in a category that is wholly contrary
to Reality.
41:25 Cyrus is the one who is raised up from the north and from the east. Notice the sixth
plague in the Revelation (chapter sixteen) and the kings of the east.
41:26-29 Again He challenges the idols; this time to produce a righteous one. And again
they cannot answer. All they know is wind and confusion.
The twenty-seventh verse is rather awkward in the Hebrew and has been rendered differently
in various translations. But the sense of it is simple: The Lord will provide a Righteous One.
He will also provide a herald to announce His coming. This, of course, is John the Baptist
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

ISAIAH42
42:1-4 This is Christ (see Matt. 12). He is the Servant of YHWH. A servant is one who works
for a master; the term can be applied to any kind of a servant, such as a slave, an employee,
or a voluntary servant. This Servant is upheld, supported, sustained, certified by YHWH
and His work is guaranteed.
He is the Elect, the chosen of YHWH. YHWH's soul, His whole being, delights in this Servant.
He is anointed by the Lord. Anointing was a process of selecting and setting apart.
This means that He is specia]]y authorized and equipped to perform His service.
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His service is not limited to Israel, but is extended to the nations. The Lord's judgment is always

intended to bring about justice. This is the purpose of the Gospel (see Rom. 3:24-26). Only
those who reject this positive aspect of the judgment of God will..experience the negative aspects.
He shall stand as the High Judge at the end.
He was not interested in publicizing Himself or gaining glory from humans. His purpose was
to glorify His Father in the proclaiming of the Gospel. His works of mercy were also intended
to gain glory for His Father. This is why He did not publicly proclaim Himself to be the Messiah
or send His disciples to do this. In many instances we find Him specifically instructing those
who knew who He was to tell no one. He also consistently told people not to broadcast His
works. He was looking for people who would recognize Him because they responded in spirit
to the preaching testimony that He brought. It was the attraction of the word of His Father, not
the attraction of stupendous works (compare the first and second temptations He suffered in
the wilderness), nor the establishment of a new religio/political party.
Jesus was critical of those who took advantage of those who were already suffering hardship,
weakness, or distress (Matt. 23: 10-11, 20). The poor cannot just run right out and replace
damaged goods; they must make good with what they have as long as they can. Wicks smoke
when they get short. Poor people had to bum them down as far as they could before putting
in a new one. Jesus came to relieve people's distress, not to add to it.
42:5 This is the Creator speaking. The same One who gives breath to His People. This can
mean the people of His Creation. But it also means the People of His Covenant to whom He
gives the Breath of His Life, the Spirit of God.
Creation began with the giving of the Spirit (Gen. 1:5); this is the "wind" of the Lord
which energized Creation and gave it vitality. The Creation had been "without form and void,"
that is to say, it had no shape or order (without form) and it was without life, inert (void).
It is the Spirit who gives matter activity, energy, life and enables processes to begin. It is also
the Spirit of the Lord who maintains and restores the earth/Creation) Ps. 104:29-30).
The same is true of His Covenant People.
Consider Mosiah 's words (Mos. 1 :52-53). Indeed, much of Mosiah 's remarks in his sermons
to the People can be tied into these chapters (40-45) of Isaiah.
He gives the [S]pirit of life to all those who walk (inhabit) the earth. Both physically,
temporally and spiritually, eternally.
42:6-7 The Father speaking to Christ, the Son: YHWH has called Christ in righteousness; righ
teously called, with a righteous calling, to do righteous things, to perform a righteous work. His
Father will uphold Him in all things, to keep (this means to guard, protect) Him. He still has
hold of his hand today.
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He is given by the Father for a Covenant of the People. Christ is the Covenant. He is the
embodiment of the Covenant. Everything that the Covenant is, is made manifest in Jesus, in His
deeds and words, in His ministry. He establishes the Covenant in His Body and in His Blood.
He exemplifies what a Covenant Life is all about.
He is a Covenant for those people who are willing to enter into a relationship with Him
and through Him with His Father. He is effectively only Covenant for those who are willing
to abide the Covenant.
He is given to be a Light of the nations. In and through Him they are made to be members
of Israel, of the Covenant People (Eph. 2: 11-17).
His ministry will be to open the eyes of the blind, to set prisoners free, and to release those
who are in the bondage of darkness. All of these things He did in temporal fashion
in His earthly ministry in order that people might know that just as He did these things
temporally He also had power to do them spiritually.
Mark 2: 1-9: Jesus told the people that He used His power to heal the sick to witness
that He has power to liberate them from the dungeons of their sin and the darknesses
of the soul.
Prison: Sheol (the place of the dead). Jesus brought about the resurrection.
Darkness: Covenant violation and the subsequent bondage. Compare 8:20 and 9:1-2.
42:8 In some Bibles the Name of the Lord is simply given as Jehovah or Yahweh. In most
Bibles the Name is rendered as LORD, that is, in all capital letters. This capitalization
is done so that readers may know that in that place it is the Name in the original language,
not a word meaning lord.
The Lord very carefully spells out who He is in this place. Then He says that He will not give
His glory to anyone or anything else. This tells us something about Christ Jesus.
42:9-12 When He says that the former things have come to pass He is pointing out that His word
has been faithful in the past, that all that He has said to them has come to pass. Therefore they
should be confident that what He is speaking now shall also come to pass. He is now beginning
in adto tell them things that He has not revealed to them previously. He is telling them
vance so that they can be ready for them when they come about.
The new thing that the Lord is doing is Christ and His Gospel. This is not actually new, but it is
new to the Israelites of Isaiah's day. Because of the incident of the gold calf much of the truth
of God had been obscured under the cover of the Covenant through Moses. Isaiah was appointed
to deliver to Israel a much clearer testimony of Christ than they had previously known. This is
found in his whole book, but especially it is developed in the last portion of his prophecy.
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Because the Lord is doing something new, there shall be new praise of Him, a new song.

Ultimately His praise shall resound from one end of the earth to the other
and all the inhabitants of the earth shall praise Him.

Kedar is a principle Arabian tribe. In time it came to be a reference for Arabs generally.
Rock. This is "sela" which is the name of an Edomite city (Petra). In this place it could mean
that city, or it could refer to those who have placed their reliance on the Lord.
Islands. Also in many places "isles. In more recent translations it is commonly given as
"coastlands." Its basic meaning is "all the places of the earth."
42:13-15 The Lord marching forth to war. The Lord as a Man of War. See Exodus 15:3 and
Joshua 10:10-14.
He will stir up jealousy: This can also be translated "stir up fury." Mercy and peace are typical
of the Lord. He does not enjoy getting revenge or exacting vengeance. He must stir Himself up
to go forth in this manner. And He only does so at the greatest provocation.
He has up to this point been holding back (see 2Pet. 3:9-10), but now is holding back no longer.
The Lord suffers pain when people, and especially His People, indulge themselves in wicked
ness. Out of a desire to bring as many people as possible to repentance He contains His pain, but
the time comes when He feels the only course left is to begin expressing it. The Jews refer to
this as "the birth-pangs of the Messiah," a prelude to His coming.
42:16 The way is the way of the Gospel Covenant. The blind are the Gentiles who have never
heard of the Gospel or of the God of Israel.
The blind are the Jews who have known the Lord, but have not yet received the Gospel of Christ.
The blind are those of Israel who are ignorant of their heritage.
The blind are those of the Covenant People who have not yet embraced the Covenant Life.
The Light provided for them is new revelation which will startle them into new appreciations of
their obligations to Him.
For the Gentiles at large this will be a new outpouring of the Spirit in evangelism. An evange
lism that will be empowered to such a degree as to carry the power of conviction, such as that
experienced in the days of Jonathon Edwards.
For Covenant Peoples this new light is the testimony of the Book of Mormon. Those who have
already received the testimony of this record will find a new vitality in it and discover the true
nature of the testimony which it brings. That is to say, they will begin to realize the real purpose
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of the Book of Mormon for the first time in several generations.
In chapter forty the call was given to make a way for God to come to His People. They were to
make the crooked ways straight. This means to walk in His ways and to abandon the ways of the
world. Inasmuch as the People do not and have not responded to this call the Lord Himself will
make their ways straight. He will do this by removing, destroying all those things which have
distracted His People. In that day those who cannot or will not let go of the crooked things of sin
and the world will suffer the same fate as their neighbors.
The Lord will not forsake His People.
D&C 152:4: The Spirit saith further: I, God, have not forsaken you, nor have I changed
in regard to the great and important work of the Restoration which I have called you
to do. Neither have I turned from you My People. This is true in spite of the fact
that some of you have turned away from Me and My purposes.
42:17 Idolaters shall not be found on this Highway. They shall be turned back
from the entrances and shall be ashamed.
42:18-25 This shall be presented in two different ways. What Joseph Smith did with it is
very interesting.
This is addressed to the blind and the deaf of the Covenant People. A servant, a messenger shall
be sent to them to open their eyes and unstop their ears.
The messenger. This is the Hebrew word for angel. Compare Malachi three. In its primary
reference this is Christ Jesus. He is the Servant of God. He is the Angel of the Covenant, the
One who dwelt in the cloud as they came out from Egypt; and the Angel of the Presence who
went before them into the Promised Land. Israel is not unacquainted with this Angel.
This is John the Baptist who was sent as a forerunner of Christ (Mal. 3). His job was
to prepare the People for the coming of the Lord by the preaching and baptism of repentance.
This was a work of preparation for the restoration of the Covenant among the People.
By his ministry the deaf and the blind were refocused to the Covenants and to the Lord.
and His promises. Blindness on the part of the Covenant People frequently means that they
have lost the focus of Life by looking to the attractions of the world.
This can also be seen as a reference to Moroni who brought the Record of the Nephites
in these last days. Like John Baptist's ministry this is a work designed to restore People
to the Covenants of the Lord, first Israel, then others who are called.
Those who pay attention to this message, to do it, will be made perfect. This is a promise
of the Lord.
Phil. 1 :6: Being confident of this very thing, that He which hath begun a good work
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in you will perform it until the Day of Jesus Christ.
Perfection: Complete, total, finished. A perfect person is a person of integrity, having no fissures
of character. This is also a person who has accomplished that for which he or she is created and
has done so in willing compliance with the will of God. A person can be perfect in this present
life by abiding in all that they understand of the Lord and His ways. It does not necessarily mean
that they are without room for improvement. Job is described at the beginning of that book as
being perfect. He ordered his life in all that he was familiar with. But at the end of the book he
repents. This is because he had learned something more, he had obtained a greater revelation of
God and His ways. A person who is on a journey is perfect as long as he or she is on course and
on schedule. The final perfection comes with the resurrection when the frailty of our souls are
traded in for a better model.
One aspect of this is talked about by Paul in Romans in chapter eleven. He explains that the
blindness of Israel will come to an end (as it is at this time) and that it will be a powerful
experience for the Church. This is what the Restoration is all about-bringing Israel back
to the Covenants of the Lord with their fathers.
The Covenant People have eyes and ears but they don't get the advantage of them.
They don't pay good attention to what they have received.
The Jews have Torah and the Prophets and Writings; Christians have the New Testament;
the Restoration has the Book of Mormon and the Doctrine and Covenants, but none of us have
received the full benefit of them to this day. Paul comments on the gifts in the possession of
Israel, but that has not kept them from stumbling. It is not possession, but performance that
makes the difference. We must also be sure that we pay attention to what the Lord has provided
us with in the way of truth and not get it mixed up with our traditions. This is one of the things
that caused the Jews to stumble. Jesus had occasion to speak out regarding their tradition and
its interference with the word of God. Christianity has not been immune to this problem
and our traditions sometimes blind us to the real truth of God.
The Lord has provided for our understanding and perception in the things of the Kingdom.
He taught that we must ask, seek and knock.
Ask. This is inquiry into things which are not really too difficult. Things like witness of the
Spirit, guidance in the basic things of the Lord, things that are in our memory which we don't
immediately recall, etc. Asking is also for immediate situations where we need something
right now.
Seek. This is to pay attention and look for the truth. It is about those things which are more
difficult to find. It can be about those things in which we tend to disagree. Seeking is beneficial
in that by searching we often will find much more that we started out looking for.
Knock. To persistently seek and ask until we get the understanding. Knocking moves into the
realm of mysteries. It tends to involve things that we couldn't figure out on our own any way.
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These are the things we should be doing if we want to receive the things of God.
In the Doctrine and Covenants (122:16) we are told that when we cannot agree about something
to focus on those things in which we can agree and work there.
The Lord is not pleased with people who have and don't see and hear and understand.
D&C 85:7: For what doth it profit a man if a gift is bestowed upon him, and he receive
not the gift? Behold, he rejoices not in that which is given unto him, neither rejoices
in Hirn who is the Giver of the gift.
For His righteousness' sake: Because He is righteous and to give expression to His
righteousness. He will magnify Torah and make it honorable.
Magnify: Enlarge, expand. This is what Christ did when He took the Torah and looked
behind it to its roots. He took the commandment concerning murder and went back to hatred,
anger and despisings. He took the commandment concerning adultery and addressed the subject
of lust. Later the Church would do much the same thing. It looked at the law pertaining
to the ownership of the Land and carried it over to wealth generally: Lev. 25:23; Acts 4:32-35.
In this way the Lord and His Church took the Torah and magnified it, made it larger than it
had been previously.
Made it honorable: The Hebrew word most generally means a mantle, a robe, a covering, one
that shows something about the wearer. It is used of the hair garments used by prophets,
and of the robes of monarchs. Christ Jesus gave such a covering in His Law:
John 13:35: By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love
one to another.
It is incumbent upon the Lord's people that in the last days they look to the Law of Moses
to discern the Lord's will for His People. See Malachi 4:4. We don't understand it yet.

42:23-25 The pitiful condition of the Covenant People. The enemy has gotten hold of them.
They have not been observant or cautious and so the enemy has them in holes and in prisons;
they are prey to be consumed and no one cares to deliver them or says to restore what has been
stolen from them. They are abandoned by the world and no one even listens to them.
But who gave Israel for a spoil in the first place? It was the Lord. He turned them over
to the enemy because of sin and failure to pursue His course or obey His commandments.
They have no excuse.· It says that they would not.
Some people are sure that the Lord has delivered us from Law, that He got rid of it
with the Cross of Jesus and that we no longer have any obligations to the Lord.
Gal. 6:2: The Law of Christ.
Js. 2:8: The Royal Law.
145

The Royal Law of Christ is different from that of the Sinai Law in that it is built up on only

two commandments, the Love of God and the Love of our fellow human beings, and contains
no particular regulations as to how that is to be accomplished other than the revelation in
scripture and the leadings of the Spirit. But it is still a Law and is expected to be complied
with to the uttermost of our ability.
Few people really want to talk about serious repentance these days and even fewer want to
actually do it. We prefer to talk about and pursue the promises and blessings. But the subject
of repentance might offend somebody or suggest that they are not OK, or it might embarrass
them. Worst of all, if we talk about repentance someone might expect it of us.

****************
42:18-20 In all regular Bibles the servant is Israel. It is the Servant Israel who is blind and deaf.
For all that they have seen and heard from the Lord they have absorbed none of it. They remain
in their pitiful condition through their own failure.
42:21 The Lord will not leave them in this condition. This refers to the coming of Christ.
42:22-25 This is substantially the same except that the first question is: Who among you will
listen? Notice that the prophet includes himself in the sin of the Covenant People.
In this version of the passage the immediate and obvious reference of the Servant is to Israel,
but there can be discovered an opaque reference to Christ as being blind and deaf in a manner
different from the blindness and deafness of the people. This is in that He said things about
not doing or speaking or judging based on His own perceptions of things, but on the evidences
of His Father. In other words He chose to be submitted to His Father's will rather than
to His own senses.

ISAIAH 43
43: 1 The Covenant People are not to be afraid. Afraid of what? Afraid of the enemy. Don't let
the enemy con you, manipulate you, coerce you, or in any way push you into transgression.
Don't be afraid to continue to trust the Lord and to be obedient to Him. Why? Because He has
already redeemed you. He has already called you by your name, the Covenant name of Israel.
You are His. His property. He knows how to take care of what belongs to Him.
Redeemed. This means purchased. Redeemers were those who had the right and obligation by
virtue of relationship to recover by purchase family property which had gone by debt and to
recover other properties by such means as were available, to ransom or rescue members of the
family taken prisoner by enemies, to purchase the freedom of kinfolk in slavery and in all re
spects to recover and to restore. Redemption in Israel was an accomplished fact. They were
redeemed from Egypt and in that day became His property. After the Babylonian Captivity
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He redeemed them again so that they could return home. Israel belongs to God. Today the
whole human race belongs to God. He has redeemed us by the Blood of His Son, Jesus.
Everyone is redeemed from death and will be resurrected. Whoever receives Him is redeemed
from all manner of sin. We are the purchased possession (Acts 20:28).
God created Israel. He chose Abraham and Sarah and made a Covenant with them. Under the
terms of this Covenant He gave them a son, Isaac. In Isaac's son, Jacob, He made a family.
This cultivated family was then placed in the womb of Goshen where they became a people,
an ethnic group. He brought them out of Egypt and entered into Covenant with them. This
constituted them His Kingdom. He invented Israel so that He could have a People and Nation
that was free of the taint of Babel. They are His Firstborn (Ex. 4:22). They are the first and
only People that He has created and invested with His own Self (Am. 3: 1-2).

43:2-4 He is not going to let anything happen to His Covenant People without Him being there
with them to preserve them and conduct them through the valley of the shadow. Shadrach,
Meshech and Abednego knew this and were not afraid of the furnace. Daniel knew this and did
not shrink from the lion's den. Stephen knew this and forgave his executioners.
The Holy One of Israel is the Savior.
Egypt, Ethiopia and Seba were all nations which fell under the sway of those who were utilized
by the Lord to deliver His People from bondage. Others have been and will be given by the Lord
to those who assist in the deliverance of His People.
This may seem somewhat strange, but the Lord finds us to be "precious in His sight." We are
valuable to Him. He holds us in honor, in high esteem. We are like a valuable property that He
doesn't want to lose. Many people have possessions, an heirloom, a gift that was given to them
by someone special, something obtained at great cost and effort, which would not necessarily
seem to be of great value to someone else, yet it is to them. This is the way we are to the Lord.
He has purchased us at a great price, that of His own Blood (Acts 20:28) and He bestows on us
the honor of such a treasured possession.

43:5-7 This is the total gathering of the Covenant People from all points of the compass. This
includes everyone who is called by the Name of the Lord. His People are created by Him for His
glory.
Eph. 1: 12: That we should be to the praise of His glory.
!Pet. 2:9: That ye should show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light.

43:8 This refers to those who have the Mind and Spirit of God within them.
43:9 Another challenge to anyone who can tell these same things. If they cannot they should
confess these things to be the truth of God.
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43:10-13 The Covenant People of the Lord are His witnesses. Their job is to know Him.

If they don't serve any other purpose in life they should come to this: Knowing God. This is
not knowing about God. Anyone can read the book and know what it says about Him.
The
Lord is looking for a People who are personally acquainted with Him and involved with His
Life. He wants those who know Him sufficiently well that they know that there is no one like
Him; that He is the only One of His kind; that there never has been and never will be anyone
like Him. He is the only Savior.
His Covenant People are His servants. This is their job. This is the purpose for which they
are called. This is their business on the earth and among the inhabitants of the earth.
This is their chief service.
He has declared Himself to His People; as at Mount Sinai.
He has saved His People; as in bringing them out of Egypt.
He has showed His People; as in many blessings.
He has done these things on many occasions when there was no other god around to take credit.
He has given unmistakable testimonies to His People and so they have no real excuse.
The problem is that so often, as time passes, we remember these things but we come up with
"reasonable" explanations. "Well, it just happened that way; I lucked out; it was a remarkable
coincidence; etc." until we have persuaded ourselves that it wasn't the way that we thought.
"It was a hallucination; it was an emotional high, it was some kind of self delusion."
Before the First day, be it of Creation or of Redemption, He was. There is no one who can
take anything away from Him. He will do what He does and no one can hinder Him.

43:14-17 It is for the sake of those People on whom He has placed His Name that He
brought down/brings down Babylon. He is YHWH, the Redeemer, the Holy One.
He can deal with waters, and does so.
He can bring forth armies and He can dispense with them so that they no longer exist.

43:18-21 The Lord is going to do something so new that everything that has gone before will be
forgotten. It will be a Highway in the wilderness. This Highway will be the route by which
His People can come forth from Babylon when the Captivity is at an end. Who will know it
when it comes? Who will recognize what the Lord is doing?
When the Lord came in the flesh it was a new thing. His People, Christians, do not hardly even
think of the Redemption of Israel from Egypt except inasmuch as it is a testimony of Christ.
When He came forth from the tomb it was such a remarkable thing in the history of humanity
that there was not even a word for it in the languages of the day. The whole concept of
resurrection was so new that even the Jews did not fully agree on the validity of the doctrine.
In the last days the Lord has done a thing which baffles the minds of His People. The story
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of the Book of Mormon is so incredible that most Christians cannot credit it at all. The idea that
the Kingdom of God can be built up on earth is also beyond the gullibility of most Christians.
The gift of tongues is still regarded in most circles as lunacy, emotionalism, or demonic.
The Lord uses the gullibility factor to stretch His People. From time to time He does
something that is new and distinct, something that few, if any, are anticipating. In this way
He separates those who open to the Lord Himself, and are not bound to previous forms,
practices, understandings, etc. These are the ones who will be able to follow Him into the
fullness of what He is doing.
A word of warning. The gullibility factor can also be dangerous. Those who are sufficiently
open minded to see the Lord's hand in something new could also be open minded to deceptions.
Great care must be taken not to fall into that trap.
There is a way in the wilderness, a place of potential dangers. The Lord is trustworthy and is
in control of His Creation. His creatures respect Him and will not be a danger to His People.
The drink that He provides for His People, as at the Rock in Horeb, is the Spirit. When His
People start upon the Highway, departing from Babylonian Captivity, there will be endowments
of the Spirit according to the need.
These People, the ones on the Highway, are the ones who will show forth, will demonstrate
before the world the praise of God. It won't be just congregations shouting or singing or praying
praises. It will be such demonstrations of His majesty, power, kindness, goodness, that
unbelievers will fall down and give Him praise as well.
Matt. 5: 18: Therefore, let your light so shine before this world, that they may see your
good works [not you], and glorify your Father who is in Heaven.
lCor. 14:24-25: But if all prophesy, and there come in one that believeth not, or one
unlearned, he is convinced of all, he is judged of all; and thus are the secrets of his heart
made manifest; and so falling down on his face he will worship God and report that God
is in you of a truth.
What an event that would be!

43:22-24 The reason these things are not apparent is that the Covenant People have simply
not called upon the Lord. They are weary of Him. He is a problem. He is not a jack-in-the-box
who only pops out when we want Him; He is not available only for and when we need a
blessing. He is not controllable. He comes to our aid when He is ready; when He thinks
it is appropriate; in a manner that He thinks will deal with the problem at hand; and in the
meantime He makes demands on us and expects us to comply with His will and His purposes.
And we get tired of that and go looking for more satisfying solutions and deliverers.
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During the time of the Captivity the Lord made no difficult demands on His People. But they

have made no attempt at all to serve Him and bring Him such gifts and offerings as He desired.
It is interesting that in the book of Numbers there is no mention of the bloody sacrifices during
the wilderness period until the People repent and begin to move closer to the Lord.
It is also interesting that the most active and effective churches today are ones
that give strong emphasis to the Blood of Christ.
What the People have brought to the Lord is their sins. A continual abundance of sin
to the point that the Lord is worn out with it. What kind of an offering is this?
The purpose of the remission of sin is that they might walk free of sin afterwards;
not that they may continue to "indulge" the mercies of the Lord (!John 2: 1).
43:25 The Lord is the One who blots out sin. This is what His Blood does. It is the only thing
that will do it. The word "blots" is the same word as "atonement" in Hebrew.
He does this for His own sake.
He will not remember those sins which He has blotted out.
43:26-28 State your case. Present your arguments. How innocent do you think
that you can claim to be? What kind of a case do you think you can make against Me?
Your first father (Adam/Abraham) was a sinner; your teachers since then have been
transgressors. What kind of a case do you think you have?
This is why the priesthood is profaned. This is why Jacob is cursed.
This is why the Covenant People are a reproach.

ISAIAH44
44:1-2 Jacob is a servant; Israel is the chosen.
Matt. 22: 14: For many are called, but few are chosen;
wherefore all do not have on the wedding garment.
John 15:14-15: Ye are My friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. Henceforth I call
you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth; but I have called you
friends; for all things that I have heard of My Father I have made known unto you.
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Made thee, formed thee from the womb. Israel is a special creation of God. The conception is
the calling of Abraham. The formation in the womb is the development of Israel in isolation
from other peoples and nations. Eventually Israel was placed in Goshen under the protection of
the Pharaohs of Egypt. There they remained until they were ready to be born.
Ps. 139: 13-16: For Thou hast possessed my reins [inward parts; either physically or
mentally and emotionally]; Thou hast covered me in my mother's womb. I will praise
Thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvelous are Thy works; and that my
soul knoweth right well. My substance [embryo] was not hid from Thee, when I was
made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth [the womb; a
reference back to Gen. 2:7]. Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect [in
complete]; and in Thy book all my members were written, which in continuance [daily]
were fashioned, when as yet I knew none of them [this last portion refers to one's life].
Eph. 1:4-5: According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love; having predestinated us
unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ.
The Lord will help you.
Jeshurun. This is a poetic name for Israel. It means "Upright." It is only used three other times,
in Deuteronomy chapters thirty-two and thirty- three.
44:3-5 The water is for the abundance of crops. But it is also a type of the endowment of the
Spirit. The dry ground is the spiritual condition of the Lord's People.
D&C 140:5: The work of preparation and the perfection of My saints go forward slowly,
and Zionic conditions are no further away nor any closer than the spiritual condition of
My People justifies.
The children of the Lord's People shall grow up vigorously before the Lord. The increase of the
Lord's People.
This increase shall not be limited to natural childbirth. It also means successful evangelism, so
that many are joined to the Lord and to Israel.
44:6-8 There is only one God: the King of Israel, the Redeemer. There is no God besides Him.
Again He issues the challenge as to whether any can prophesy like Him. He not only tells that
which shall be, but He makes sure that it will come to pass. He is the One who appointed the
ancient (Covenant) People. His People should not be afraid. His People are His witnesses.
44:9-20 The stupidity of idol worship. They are witnesses against themselves
of their foolishness and of the vanity of other gods. Ultimately, they shall all be ashamed,
both those who formed the gods and those who worshipped them.
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All these other gods are made by their worshippers. People worship what they create. They
are the ones who have the power. From the same material that they use to create their gods they
satisfy their needs and desires. They decide how much goes into making the god and how much
goes to their own satisfaction. And then they get down and worship that god.
They are not smart enough to figure out what they are doing. They can't put two and two
together and figure out that if they are the ones who have selected the god material, divided
the-god material, used part of it for this and the rest of it for the god, that they are the ones
in control and that such a god as that couldn't possibly deliver them.
Note vs. 13: Maketh it after the figure of a man.
D&C 1:3: But every man walketh in his own way, and after the image of his own god,
whose image is in the likeness of the world, and whose substance is that of an idol.
All idolatry is the worship of that which comes from the heart of human beings. It is either that
which is desired or that which is feared. People meet up with forces or happenings that they
cannot understand and which make them afraid and before long they conjure up a god that
personifies that power or happening. They also make gods which they hope will counter these
mysteries and soothe their fears. Then they see things which they desire and they come up with
gods which personify these desires and hope that they will provide that which they want.
False gods resemble those who create them. Those with great intelligence have gods of wisdom
and knowledge; those who are strong worship gods of strength; farmers and herders follow after
gods of fertility, etc.
There is not really much originality of gods. In the ancient world the gods of the various
societies were so similar that when one people met another people they were usually able
to identify their respective gods in relation to their own. Today's gods are not really distinct
from those of antiquity.

44:20 Worshippers of false gods labor under the delusion of a deceptive heart.
This is why they cannot see their idolatry or its foolishness.
False gods cultivate deceived hearts among their worshippers.
44:21-23 The Covenant People should remember these things. They did not create their God;
He created them. The Covenant People are the [S]ervants of God. They are His body in the
earth, called to function in the earth as He would. This is what it means to be "in His image."
Christ was an example of what every child of God should be and is empowered to be.
God does not forget His People. He has blotted out their transgressions. In the Holy of Holies
was the Ark of the Covenant. It contained the Tables of the Testimony, the Ten Words. When the
high priest of Israel came into that place he took with him blood which was poured over the lid
of the Ark. This blood ?lotted out or covered over the violations of those commandments. Then
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the Lord purged Israel. In the fortieth chapter of Exodus it tells of the Lord moving into the
Tabernacle and the Holy of Holies. Israel witnessed Him as a cloud of glory. In the days
of the dedication of the Temple of Solomon they saw the same thing. That cloud is His Presence.
Covenant People: Return! You are already redeemed.
This is so glorious that the whole of Creation is summoned to rejoice in the Lord for what He
has done in Israel.
Rom. 8: 19: For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation
of the sons of God.
44:24-28 The Lord, the Creator of Israel, is also the Creator of all things. Everything is under
His power and authority. He also confounds the predictors and prognosticators of the world,
whatever their stripe, whether it be of the occult, of the political and economic fields, in the
media, or just plain liars trying to get a following.
But He will surely uphold the words of His servants. Remember Samuel.
What He promises to His Covenant People will come to pass--even if the events of the Red Sea
and the Jordan need to be repeated.
Cyrus here is a type of Christ. And the restoration that took place in the days of Cyrus is going
to be repeated in the last days.
Actually something of this nature has already taken place in that the spirit of toleration has
produced whole societies which permit or even encourage freedom of religion and thought.

ISAIAH 45
45:1-6 Cyrus was selected by the Lord to release His People from their bondage in Babylon.
He was the king of Persia (Iran), not by right but by good fortune. The Lord raised him up for
this purpose. The two-leaved gates are the gates of Babylon. The Lord prepared the way for
his victory over the enemy and delivered to him all the wealth of Babylon, even that which
was hidden away. He did all this in order that Cyrus should know that He is the God of Israel.
When the time came, according to the Jewish tradition, representatives of the People went before
Cyrus and showed him the prophecies so that he could know these things and to encourage him
in his policy of releasing peoples, particularly the People of Israel, from their Captivity.
Cyrus was called for the sake of the Lord's Covenant People. He was of the proper disposition
to do the things that the Lord desired. For instance, the release of people from captivity that they
might return to their ancestral lands was his normal policy. The Lord knew that he would do this
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and that is why He elevated him to his position of authority in Persia.

He designated Cyrus by name for the sake of His Covenant People, that they might know that
He, the Lord, was bringing about their deliverance.
An interesting fact about the Persians of this period is that they were not polytheists in the same
fashion as most of their neighbors. They were dualists who, though not totally disregarding
other deities, believed that there were only two gods. A prophet named Zoroaster, probably a
contemporary of Isaiah, promoted this dualism in Persia, preaching a good god, Ormuzd, of
light, truth, the god of the sun, and a bad god, Ahriman, of the darkness, of secrecy, cunning and
diplomacy. These two gods, approximately equal, struggled with each other over the supremacy
of the world. Zoroaster encouraged his followers to ally themselves with Ormuzd. They utilized
temples, priests and sacrifices, but no images. It is possible that this religion helped to prepare
the way for the policies of the Persians and of Cyrus and that it helped to create a measure of
sympathy between the Persians and the Jews.
Cyrus is a type of the Messiah who would in due course come to deliver His People from a
greater captor than the Babylonian king.
Ps. 2:2-3, 8-9: The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together,
against the Lord, and against His Anointed, saying, Let us break their bands asunder, and
cast away their cords from us ...
(to the Anointed) Ask of Me, and I shall give Thee the heathen (Gentiles) for Thine
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy possession. Thou shalt break
them with a rod of iron; Thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.
Ps. I 10: The Lord said unto My Lord, Sit Thou at My right hand, until I make Thine
enemies Thy footstool. . The Lord shall send the rod of Thy strength out of Zion; rule
Thou in the midst of Thine enemies. Thy People shall be willing in the Day of Thy
Power, in the beauties of holiness, from the womb of the morning; Thou hast the dew of
Thy youth. The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest forever after the
order of Melchizedek. The Lord at Thy right hand shall strike through kings in the Day
of His wrath. He shall judge among the heathen (Gentiles), He shall fill their streets with
their dead bodies; He shall wound the heads over many countries. He shall drink of the
brook in the way; therefore shall He lift up the head.
Christ Jesus delivered His People from the bondage of sin and death at the Cross. He shall also
deliver them from the powers of the world at the last day.
Gates of Brass. Brass is judgment. Christ shall answer the judgment of God on behalf of His
People. He shall also bring to a close that judgment which is utilized of the Father to purge and
purify His People.
Bars of Iron. Iron is law and dominion. He shall break the powers and enemies that have held
His People under any form of bondage and captivity.
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Treasures of darkness and riches of hidden places. The wealth and technology of the nations;
the prisoners of His People held in dungeons and bindings.
In this Day there will be Gentiles who rise to the occasion.
45:7-8 Everything was/is created by God; He is Creator and is in control of all things.
Nothing can take place that is not within His power and under His authority.
Jam. 1 :2: My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into many afflictions.
Rom 8:28: And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to His purpose.
Mos. I: 120: But if he yields to the enticings of the Holy Spirit, and putteth off the natural
man, and becometh as a child ...willing to submit to all things which the Lord seeth fit
to inflict upon him ...
D&C 97:4: Therefore, let your hearts be comforted, for all things shall work together
for good to them that walk uprightly, and to the sanctification of the Church.
The whole of God's creation, whether it seems good to us or not, contributes to His work and
purposes. Everything is taken by the Lord and utilized in the furtherance of His will. The devil
tempted the first people and only brought about the will of God. He tried to kill Christ Jesus
and only brought about the great Redemption. He tried to destroy the Jews in Persia and only
managed to produce the book of Esther and a new festival in Israel. He tried to destroy them
again in Germany and the result was the reestablishment of the nation of Israel. Everything he
does falls down before the will of God. He killed the saints at every opportunity and Tertullian
said, "The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church." No less can any human do anything
to thwart the will of God. As Martin Luther said in his hymn:
And though this world with devils filled, should threaten to undo us;
We will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us;
The prince of darkness grim, we tremble not for him; his rage we can endure,
For lo! his doom is sure, one little word shall fell him.
45:9-10 Human beings are compared to God as mere fragments of pottery. If they want to fight,
fight with other pottery fragments, but not with the Potter. That is foolishness, fruitless, and
dangerous. He is not only the Potter; He is the Maker of the clay the pottery is made from.
Who can argue with His dictates, His purposes, and His activity to criticize Him? Who has
the right or the wisdom to argue that He doesn't know what He is doing or how to accomplish
what He has set out to do?
Many people who fail of faith are tempted to cry out, "Why was I born? why could I not have
been born dead; or not born at all?" It is easy to fall into such despair as to imagine that oblivion
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is better than the sorrowful vicissitudes of life. Others, in fierce anger, revile against those who
brought them forth. They accuse their parents for their difficulties and shortcomings. All of this
ultimately comes to the accusation of God, whether it is expressed that way or not. He is the
One who ordained our existence and He has done so in intelligence and wisdom. Life is a gift
without peer and to revile against it is to revile against the Giver of Life. This is a common
affliction of our day. The book of Job addresses this very thing:
Job 3:3, 10-11: Let the day perish wherein I was born, and the night in which it was said,
There is a man-child conceived ...
Because it shut not up the door of my mother's womb, nor hid sorrow from my eyes.
Why died I not from the womb? why did I not give up the ghost when I came out of the
belly?

45:11-12 This verse is improperly rendered. The proper form is found in the Dead Sea Scrolls.
Will you question Me about My sons, and about the work [of My hands] command Me?
This follows the argument that has preceded it. Puny human beings are hardly in a position to
question God or the things that He does or allows. He has the wisdom, not us. In the end of the
book the Lord does not really answer Job's questions. He simply asks Job if he can do the things
that God can do and declares that His wisdom is sufficient to the circumstances. In the last
chapter Job says that he abhors himself and repents in dust and ashes.
God is the Creator. He is the One who commands.

45:13-14 Once again this is Cyrus, but the ultimate fulfillment is the Messiah to come. He will
establish the Eternal City. He will deliver His People from all enemies, temporal and spiritual.
He will inherit all nations.
The Gentiles will come to Him. This began in the late days of the Jewish nation. A great
evangelistic program was reaching out to thousands of Gentiles. The Scriptures were translated
into Greek to facilitate this work. It is estimated by some that as many as one out of eight people
in the Roman Empire were worshippers of the God of Israel. Some were proselytes; others
were God-fearers, converts who remained Gentiles. These provided the base for the successful
evangelism of the early Christian Church among the nations. Later the Church reached millions
more and in these last days even these former achievements shall pale in comparison to what
is coming. As the Day of Grace draws to a close and evangelistic success begins to fail,
events will bring even more to the God of Israel.
Luke 14:23: The lord said unto his servant, Go out into the highways, and hedges, and
compel men to come in, that my house may be full.
In this conclusion of the parable of the Wedding Supper we find people being compelled
to come. These are those who at the end of time will find themselves pushed into the Kingdom
of God by the horrendous circumstances they find themselves in. Their only other option
will be to perish.

45:15-16 This is a continuation of the statement of faith by these latecomers.
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2Cor. 4:3-4: But if our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost; in whom the god of
this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious
Gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.
In the parable of the Sower there is a group of people who are compared to hard packed soil.
It says of them that as the seed, the word of God, is sown, the devil (birds) comes and steals
the word away from them before they believe. But there is redemption for them too, as when
circumstances leave them with very few options. There have been, and there will be, those
who come at the last minute, so to speak, often not in faith, but in desperation, and they shall
find. If they come they will find both God and faith to sustain them. They will express their
amazement that in all their lives they never heard until today. It will be to them as though God
hid Himself from them.
On the other hand God has said that He will be found of those who seek Him. In large measure
these are those who have not sought Him until they had no real choice left in the matter.
And there are also those among the Covenant People who have not found God. They have
practices, activities, theories, ideas, convictions, but they have not really sought God to find Him.
They are blinded by their religiosity, by their scriptural knowledge, by their good works,
by doctrines, and by other things so that they have never really quite seen Him.
God wants to be wanted. There is a Jewish story about a little boy who came crying
to his grandfather. The old man asked him what was wrong and the boy said, "Grandfather,
we were playing hide and seek and when I hid I waited and waited and they never came looking
for me." And the grandfather, in tears, said, "It is the same way with God. He hides and no one
comes to look for Him."
0 Lord, what a generation we are. We are so much in pursuit of the gifts that we have forgotten
to find the Giver of the gifts.
All of these, being idolaters, shall be ashamed in the day of the revelation. Confusion
and confounding will be their fate until they acknowledge Him who is the true God.

45:17-19 Israel, those who are embedded in the Covenant, will not be ashamed.
They will be saved everlastingly. This is eternal glory, the celestial order.
God the Creator is speaking: He created the earth to be inhabited, not to come to desolation
and final ruin. He created it to be inhabited by a particular quality of People, a People who will
be created by His Covenant and His Spirit. He will achieve His purposes.
He has not spoken in a dark place. This in spite of what these people say about His hiding.
He is only hidden to those who are not seeking Him in their hearts. His word has been published
and proclaimed; the testimony of His creation is adequate to bring people to a seeking mode
if they truly desire the truth. This is particularly true of Jacob, the heirs of the Covenant. They
of all people will have no excuse in the Day of Judgement.
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Luke 12:57: For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall much be required; and to
whom the Lord has committed much, of him will men ask the more.

45:20-22 To escape the world is not enough. The People must still come to the Lord, get close to
Him. It is not pleasing to the Lord that His heirs should come within the borders and then try to
live right on the edge. He desires that they should come up close to the throne.
Those from whom they have escaped are those who trust in false gods. It is the job of His
People to go out and challenge these gods and to call them to account. This is what Elijah did at
Carmel. He demanded that the people make a decision between Baal and YHWH.
The invitation of salvation is open to everyone. And there is only one God.
There is only one God.
God in Hebrew is Elohim. Elohim means Authority. He is the only authority
the Covenant People should be concerned about.

45:23-25 The Day is coming when everyone shall acknowledge the Lord. Whether they
want to or not. It will no longer be a Day of Grace. It will be a real compulsion. Even His worst
enemies and most diehard opponents shall be compelled to do obeisance to Him. All will find
that they must say that righteousness and strength are in the Lord. Every one shall be required
to stand before Him. Those who are angered at having to make this confession will be ashamed.
The Covenant People will glory in the Lord and shall be shown to have made the right choice.
In these chapters there has been great emphasis on the uniqueness of the God of Israel.
He brooks no competition. In His continuing stress on this He identifies Himself
over and over again in many and particular ways.
The Everlasting God,
The Lord (YHWH),
The Creator.
The First and the Last,
Thy Redeemer,
The Holy One of Israel,
The King of Jacob.
Thy Savior,
Your Holy One,
The Creator of Israel,
Your King.
He that formed thee from the womb.
The God of Israel,
His (Israel's) Maker,
A Just God.
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40:28

41:4, 14, 21

43:3, 15
44:24
45:3, 9, 21

He also emphasizes that He is the only God and that He will not give His glory to another.

40: 18, 25; 42:8; 43:10-11; 44:6, 8; 45:5, 18, 21.

SECTION 7 PART 2 ISAIAH 46-47
THE CONCLUSION OF BABYLON
ISAIAH 46
46:1-2 The prophet derides the gods of Babylon.
Bel was the father god, the god of the heaven. He was identified with Marduk of Babylon, the
god of the city.
Nebo was the god of fate.
During ceremonies these and other gods, which cannot walk or move themselves, must be
carried about the city on wagons pulled by beasts of burden. The major gods were made up in
large statues and wore out the animals that pulled them. If the animals stumbled or the wagons
ran into a rut the statues would wobble and sometimes tip over.
In the end these gods cannot deliver even themselves and when Babylon fell the idols were taken
into captivity along with their worshippers.
46:3-4 With Israel it is different. It is the Lord who carries Israel, as He has done
from the beginning, from the birth of the nation. He will continue to carry them right into old
age. This is also true of individuals who are Covenanted to Him.
Note that this is addressed to the Remnant. We should not understand by this that they are
particularly righteous or that their previous stands have been correct. It only means that they
are not of the greater wickedness which infects the rest of society. Consider the disciples of
Jesus. They were not commended for their righteousness, their faith, or the correctness of their
expectations. They were only commended for their devotion and loyalty to Jesus. See the same
thing in the Book of Mormon. In the cataclysm and storms that wracked the land and people it
was the "more wicked" part of the people who were destroyed. But the more righteous who
were left alive, the Remnant, as it were, were hardly of a Covenant level. It is true that those
who gathered at the Temple in Bountiful were the faithful, but as the twelve disciples went out
among the other remnants they were persecuted, delivered to fires and wild beasts, and otherwise
ill treated. Remnants are not necessarily overly righteous. They may simply be people that the
Lord thinks there is still hope for.
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The Lord remains faithful to His People-as He created them, so He will bear, carry,
and deliver them.
46:5-7 Again the question is placed: what comparison can be made between the God of Israel
and the gods of the nations?
46:8-10 He speaks to His People-transgressors.
They should remember, bring back to the forefront of their conscious thought, that He, their God,
is not like the other gods. The Lord God of Israel proclaims the end of all things from time of
the beginning. When the Lord starts something He determines the end of the project and reveals
it. He also projects the responses He will receive from His People and reveals that. In Leviticus
and Deuteronomy Moses is caused to relay to the People the blessings of obedience and the
sorrows of transgression. As time passed other prophets were sent to Israel to elaborate on these
things and give greater detail to them. Only God can do this.
What the Lord says is utterly reliable and is to be utterly relied on. We are not to be turned
from the word of God by the persuasions of humans or by the appearance of circumstances.
Many of the philosophies and theologies of the present day, including those found in much
of the Christian world, don't know what is going on, or can't control what is happening, or are
ignorant of the future, or even don't care. Some suggest that He is part of the vicissitudes of time
and change and that He must alter His program from time to time to accommodate new things.
They would argue that what was so formerly is no longer true today.
"Declaring the end from the beginning" also means that He uses the former things as types
to reveal the things that shall come to pass ...
The Hebrew word for remember, "zikkaron," is stronger than the English word. It means more
than to just recall to mind. It means to re-experience that which is recalled, to have the same
thoughts and feelings as they transpired the first time around. Everyone knows what it is to hear
a particular piece of music and to find oneself reliving the first times and associations that are
tied to it. This is what zikkaron means.
46:11 The ravenous bird is Cyrus. He will certainly come against Babylon and her gods.
Notice that in the last days the antichrist will have trouble from the east (Dan. 11; Rev. 16).
46:12-13 These last two verses admonish the Covenant People to get themselves ready because
the Righteousness of the Lord and His Salvation are definitely coming. They are not by any
measure ready for the coming of this Righteousness and Salvation.
Amos 5: 18: Woe unto you that desire the Day of the Lord.
Jesus Christ is Righteousness and Salvation. His People must draw close to Him.
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ISAIAH 47
47:1-3 This chapter is addressed to Babylon. It mocks her pretensions by calling her a virgin.
Her fortunes are about to undergo a radical reversal. From being a queen sitting on a throne
she will become a prostitute scraping a living any way she can. Her true state and nature
will be exposed.
47:4 Israel has a Holy One, a Redeemer, YHWH who brings armies into existence.
47:5 Silence and darkness is the fate of the daughter of the Chaldeans. Chaldea is occultism.
This means that their efforts to obtain wisdom and prognostications will fail.
This lady is the equivalent of the lady of the seventeenth chapter of Revelation who sits on and
is supported by the beast. Her final fate is to be attacked by the ten kings or kingdoms of the last
days. They will hate her, shame her, and destroy her. This will be at the instigation of God.
This woman is also the mystery of iniquity that Paul spoke of in his letter to Thessalonica.
She is also found as spiritual wickedness in the fifth chapter of Zechariah. The mystery is that
at present she is not perceived and recognized. In Zechariah she is hidden in a bushel basket.
But in the end of the prophecy she will be conveyed to Babylon where she will have a palace
(or temple) prepared for her. In the time of the end she will be fully manifest.
47:6 The Lord delivered His People into her hand because of sin. But they are still His
inheritance and she showed them no mercy. This is the great persecution that comes
under the antichrist.
47:7-9 She has a high opinion of herself and of her great status in the world. This will prove
to be ephemeral and will come to an end. In one day she will be cut off from Babylon and will
lose her societies and followers. All that she has spawned will perish with her. The very tools
with which she corrupted the nations (the ten kings of Rev. 17) will be turned against her.
47:10-15 Today she trusts in her wickedness and in the fact that she is invisible. But she is
deceived in this for the Lord sees her. She has been perverted by all that she thinks she knows.
Because she has been lifted up into blind pride by this supposition that she is unequaled, a great
evil shall come upon her and she shall be compelled to acknowledge that it is from God that it
has come. The Lord challenges her to make use of all of her devices to defend herself and to
prevail against Him. In that Day she shall be worn out with all of her sinful plans and advice.
Everything will fail. It shall all be consumed in the fire of the Lord's judgment.
Notice the reference to merchants in the final verse. This ties into Revelation, chapter eighteen,
which is the judgment of the whore.
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SECTION 7 PART 3 ISAIAH 48-49
THE CALL TO ALL ISRAEL
ISAIAH48
The previous section was primarily intended to give strong testimony of the uniqueness of the
God of Israel. They needed to know that YHWH was God everywhere, all the time, no matter
what the circumstances. The purpose of the Babylonian Captivity was to break the allurements
of idolatry from the hearts of His People. This message was to give them hope in assuring them
that they were not abandoned.
From this point on, the Lord begins to encourage His People with the great victories which He
will achieve on their behalf and of the glory that shall accrue to Him. He speaks at great length
of the fullness of the redemption which they shall obtain at His hand, both temporally and
spiritually. In one place the Lord is presented as One who is turning things upside down.
Whereas in the previous chapter we saw things from the downside, as things were beginning
to turn, from here on we shall begin to see things from the topside as the turning is completed
and the dust begins to settle.
48:1-2 This chapter is addressed to Judah. They are charged with swearing (taking oaths or
having taken an oath) in the Name of YHWH, and of making mention of the God of Israel
without doing so in truth or in a right manner.
The reference to the swearing or to the oath may be a reference to the Covenant Oath
or to Covenant matters.
The God of Israel. This may mean their ancestor, Jacob. That is to say, they are called by his
Covenant name, and they talk about his God, but it doesn't have any reality for them. It is empty
talk. This is violation of the commandment concerning taking the Name of the Lord in vain.
It has no real impact on their daily lives.
Jacob was a man who had considerable confidence in his ability to work things to his advantage.
He applied his skill to obtaining both temporal things, the birthright, and to spiritual things,
the blessing. He had good things in him, such as his willingness to work long and hard for his
Rachel, as well as for Leah, his desire toward the important family matters, including the
Covenant, but he proposed to obtain all things by his own machinations. This doesn't mean
that he didn't trust God. He just figured that he should get his own bit into the working out
of things. Only after he learned humility and began to trust God and quit being pushy
did he receive the Covenant name of Israel.
Not in truth. This has to do with their constant movements into idolatry. Today the epitome
of Truth is Jesus Christ, the fullness of the revelation of God. The Jewish People concern
themselves with the truth, but the fullness of that Truth and of His Gospel still escapes them.
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They do not perceive the Way which is appointed to them.
Not in righteousness.
Rom. 9:30-33: But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not
attained to the law of righteousness. Wherefore they stumbled at that stumbling Stone,
not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law.
One person is fascinated by boating and so pursues all that may be experienced of boating in
both theory and practice. Another person finds that boating can be advantageous and so pursues
all that can be known of boating in both theory and practice. One person is enraptured by
artwork in that it feeds the soul. Another finds art to be a pleasurable form of investment.
The pursuit of art by the one may appear to be the same as by the other, but in fact it is different.
In the Return, in the aftermath of the Captivity, the Jews became concerned that further Covenant
breaking would bring further horrors on the nation and so became vitally occupied in the proper
observance of the Covenant regulation. Somewhere in the drive for Covenant excellence
they became enmeshed in the minutiae of the Law and lost sight of the greater aspects of the
Covenant. In the pursuit of God-pleasing righteousness through the particularity of the laws,
they missed the fullness of the righteousness of God which the Law reveals.
The Church of Ephesus is warned of the same danger in the second chapter of the Revelation to
John. Having become agonizingly concerned with the purity of their doctrine and authority and
good works they lost sight of their first love, Christ Jesus. The potential threat is horrendous.
When the fullness of the revelation of God came to the Jews they stumbled and missed Him.
Note: This flaw that Paul speaks of is far less of a characteristic of the Jewish People today and
of their religion than it was in the first century. It is not a proper charge to bring against them at
the present time. Indeed, it is both dangerous and foolish to bring up against the Judaism of the
current day the things that we read about them in the Christian Scriptures. Over the past eighteen
centuries the Lord has orchestrated much change in the Jewish People and in their observance
of Torah. People who would approach Jews with the testimony of Christ today would do well
to obtain some familiarity with contemporary Judaism. (See also comment on verse 10 below.)
Even though it is true that they have missed the fullness of truth and righteousness they still
identify themselves with the Holy City, Jerusalem (Mount Zion), and depend upon the God
of Israel. Even today the drive to, first, repossess the ancient homeland, and, now, to retain
and support it, is known as Zionism.
Not all Jews today could be said to lean upon God. Some are atheists, others agnostic,
and still others have a belief in god, but not after the Biblical images. But most still believe
in God in something of the traditional way and have the idea that they are in some kind of
Partnership with Him. A curious thing about the Jews is that even non-believing Jews sometimes
keep up some of the traditions. This stems partly from the fact that Judaism tends to be
orthopraxic rather than orthodoxic.
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Orthodoxy is correct belief. This is the general Christian approach to faith. Orthopraxy
is correct practice. A portion of the Jewish tradition suggests that if the Jews will keep
the practices of Torah, even if they do not mentally agree with th� religious elements
or have the conviction of God, the practice of Torah will bring them back to Hirn.
48:3-6 The Lord has in the past given testimony to Israel concerning their affairs and circum
stances even to the point of telling them things that would come to pass in time. And having
done this He then saw to it that things went the way He said they would. He fulfilled His word.

He was familiar with their stubbornness, their unwillingness to change and to accept discipline
and so He always made sure that He told them things that they wouldn't have imagined for
themselves so that they could not credit events to their false gods. The Lord always managed
to tell them things before the other "gods" had so much as a clue. How easy it is to say,
"Oh well, we could have realized that if we had paid closer attention to things. It wasn't God,
it was a fluke, it just happened, it was a coincidence," And, "Well, I thought it up myself.
It was that expert over there, he did it. Why should the Lord get the credit for what we have
accomplished ourselves with our intelligence and skill?" So often we ascribe to luck
or to ourselves the accomplishments of God. And so He gives advance warning
so that there is a clear witness of His activity.
Iron sinew. Their necks had trouble bending in humility before Him.
Bronze foreheads. The difficulty of getting anything inside their skulls.
You have heard these things, you have seen them come to pass, you know the facts of the
matter-why can't you be witnesses of the truth of these things? They have received adequate
testimony of the things of God and of the course of Israel's history. They cannot claim that they
are ignorant of these things. The testimonies and their fulfillments are sufficient that they are
truly witnesses. It is their job to proclaim the truth of God.
48:6-8 Now they are being told new things. These are hidden things, things the Lord has kept
close to His chest. These are mysteries. Things that Israel has not previously known.

Mystery: A secret; something not told. A mystery is not a hard puzzle, a conundrum, a riddle
that cannot be understood. It is a bit of knowledge which the Lord has chosen not to share
until a certain time or until certain conditions are met. The mysteries of God are those things
which He does not choose to share until He is good and ready to do so.
The testimony of Isaiah is so full of the revelation of Christ in such plainness that it is sometimes
referred to as the Gospel of the Old Testament. The testimony of Christ had been revealed
before to many people. Some were before Israel and some were prophets of Israel. Moses
embedded the whole testimony of Christ into Torah in the regulations, the history, and in the
rituals. But these testimonies were buried in these things so that they were not apparent except
to the most deeply spiritual seekers in Israel. Prophets who followed Moses also bore witness
of the Messiah and His ministry, but again the testimonies were buried in obscurity under signs
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and symbols and not easily perceived.
In the eighth century BC the Lord began to unwrap the testimony and the later prophets began to
give much clearer witness of these things. Of these Isaiah was most richly blessed.
The Lord is now orchestrating history in new ways, ways that He has neither used nor spoken of
before. This is so that this will be a fresh testimony and that its very freshness shall witness of
its truth and of the Lord's greatness. None of the hearers will be able to say, "Oh, this is old hat
stuff. We've heard it all before."
New things (testimonies):
Cyrus and his policies; the peaceable restitution of Israel.
The incarnation of God.
The birth and ministry of Messiah.
The death of Messiah and His eternal sacrifice.
His rejection by Israel.
The Plates of Brass.
The Book of Mormon.
The second work of recovery in Israel.
The place of Messiah's ministry.
The end of the Fall.
The resurrection.
The dominion of Israel in the day of their fullness.
The Holiness of the Lord and the utter inadequacy of human holiness:
The incomparable grace of God and our complete dependence upon it.
And much more.
Much of this Israel had never heard and didn't know.
From that time that thine ear was not opened.
Dt. 29:4: Yet the Lord hath not given you a heart to perceive, and eyes to see, and ears to
hear, unto this day.
This was not said to the generation that came out of Egypt. It was said to the generation
which grew up in the wilderness and that entered into the Land of Inheritance under Joshua.
The Lord did not open them up to a full revelation in that day. This is why they didn't have the
understanding. In Isaiah's time the Lord apparently decided that they were sufficiently prepared
to begin receiving some of these hidden things. On the other hand, compare this statement
of Moses with the commission given to Isaiah in chapter six.
The Lord knew the treachery that was in them. They would not be able to keep this knowledge
without it working to their destruction. The gold calf revealed this problem and they were almost
destroyed then. Only Moses's intercession saved them. Then their refusal to go up into the Land
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brought them close to destruction again. And again Moses interceded. These events are
indicative of the weakness of Israel, which their subsequent history demonstrates.
The principle involved here is that those who have received much are under greater obligation
to the Lord and are subject to greater discipline for failure to measure up to what has been given
them. By withholding the greater revelation from Israel the Lord was preserving them to a time
when they would be able to handle it. This time began to come in the age of Isaiah. It would
increase further in the days of the Messiah. But He also spoke in parables to the general
population, only giving the deeper insights to those who had already committed themselves
to Him. Further revelation of mysteries took place after the Church was formerly organized
and endowed with the Pentecostal Spirit. People are only given what they are ready for.
Those who go forth to preach the Gospel in the world are supposed to do so under the leading
of the Spirit. They are to be led by the Spirit as to where to go and what to proclaim. And they
are supposed to preach and teach by the Spirit. All of this is because God knows whom it is
that He has prepared to hear the Gospel and what elements of the Gospel will be convincing
to the salvation of souls. When humans go out in their own human wisdom and ability and
presentations it is possible that the people they convert may be burdened with more truth than
they can bear. This could work to their harm. On the other hand there is a possibility that
converts may be brought along without enough of the truth of God to truly grasp their souls in
such a way as to engage them in the ministry of His calling. In both cases we do a disservice
to the Lord and to the people we evangelize.

48:9 God has placed His Name on Israel. He holds His Name in high honor. For the sake
of that Name, He will restrain His anger and not bring it fully against Judah. Israel is His
creation. In order that He might be praised in the works of His hands, He will refrain from
punishing Judah as she deserves-she shall not be cut off from the Lord.
This goes a little deeper than the simple matter of Israel. The name Judah means "Praise
(Lift up the Hand to) YHWH." Judah literally carries the Name of YHWH. And Judah is,
in a matter of speaking, the praise of YHWH. So Judah will not experience the full brunt
of that which she deserves. In the twenty-third chapter of Ezekiel that prophet tells us that Judah
actually exceeded her sister nation of Israel in corruption. But she was not cut off as the northern
kingdom was. Hosea tells us in his first chapter that whereas the northern kingdom would not
have mercy shown to them, the southern kingdom would receive mercy. Paul informs us in
the ninth chapter of Romans, the tenth through the twenty-fourth verses, that God shows mercy
at His discretion, and not necessarily according to what is deserved. This is very strange.
But not all of His judgements are known to us, nor all of the final results (D&C 28:8). Judah
will provide a particular type of testimony concerning the Lord by remaining a visible entity
in the earth which can be examined in great detail in the whole course of her history.
The northern kingdom will manifest a different kind of testimony.
Consider the reasons given for Judah's blessing of mercy. She bears His Name and His praise.
If the Covenant People will lift up the Name of their God, Christ Jesus, and glorify Him in
praise, and conduct themselves in such a manner that others will praise Him also (Matt. 5:18),
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there will be mercy for them, even when they don't necessarily deserve it.
48:10 This is the mercy which Judah will receive. She shall not be refined with (or in) silver.
Silver is a sign of redemption. The redemption tax in Israel was paid with silver. Judas sold
Jesus for thirty pieces of silver. Silver is the redeeming activity of Christ in His Blood
and Cross. This is not how the Jews, who turned away from Him, would be purged of their
transgression. Instead they would be processed through the fires of affliction. The furnace
of affliction is found in other places (Dt. 4:20 for example) in reference to the bondage of Egypt.
Judah would be cast out among the nations of the earth to go through the fire. In this way their
impurities would be burned out. This is what has happened to them and is the reason that they
are not the same today as they were in the first century. This is a hard mercy, but it preserved
and preserves them to the Day of the Lord.
48:11 Again He emphasizes that it is for His sake that He is doing this. Israel is His glory
(Isa. 46: 13) and He will not allow anyone else to possess her. His glory is His credibility
and He will not have anyone else take credit for the well being of His Covenant People.
48:12-14 The Lord proclaims Himself, and His ability, and His accomplishments. He calls
for anyone who questions Him or His ability to come and present evidence that anyone else
has ever forecast such things as He has. The Lord loves Israel and He will deal with Babylon
and Chaldea.
48:15 The Lord God of Israel called Christ. He brought Him to Israel. Christ shall make
His ministry to prosper.
48:16-19 The words of Messiah: His invitation to Israel, to Judah. His word and testimony
has always been present since the beginning. And Messiah Jesus has always been present
in the word and testimony of God. Then God and His Spirit sent Him (John 5:40; Acts 3:22-24;
Heb. 1:1-2). He is the One who can and does show the way to real profit and who gives .
guidance to His People. If only they had listened to Him they would have know the true peace
and the true righteousness.
Luke 13:35-36: 0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou who killest the prophets, and stonest them
who are sent unto thee; how often would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen
her brood under her wings, and ye would not. Behold, your house is left unto you
desolate. And verily I say unto you, Ye shall not know Me, until ye have received
from the hand of the Lord a just recompense for all your sins; until the time come
when ye shall say, Blessed is He who cometh in the Name of the Lord.
Instead of constant persecution and death they would have known prosperity and security in that
they would have multiplied beyond their imagining. Rather than being cut off from the Lord
and His fullness they would have entered into the fullness and known what it was really like
to be the Covenant People of the Lord. If only they had listened to His commandments.
48:20-21 Get out of Babylon. Go, and with singing proclaim the redemption of the Lord.
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It shall be like the Exodus.
Vs. 22: But the wicked-the ones who stay in Babylon-they won't know the peace.

ISAIAH 49
lN. 6:30: This verse is not found in Isaiah. Nephi gives it in his citation of these two chapters.
It is not for certain whether it was in his version of Isaiah or if it is a targumatic interpolation
by Nephi.
This is addressed to all those portions of Israel which have been broken off (as per the Olive Tree
parable) and driven out into the world of the nations of the earth. The pastors (shepherds), the
leaders, both the priesthood and prophets, and the civil authorities, of Israel are held accountable.
It is their wickedness which has led to this disaster. The scattering began in the days of Jehu.
2K. 10:32: In those days the Lord began to cut Israel short.
It continued until the reign of Hoshea when the Assyrians came and destroyed the nation.
49:1-3 This is Christ speaking to the whole of scattered Israel. This includes the Church.
He is the embodiment of the Word of God.
The sharp sword.
Heb. 4:12-13: For the word of God is quick (living), and powerful, and sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of body and spirit, and
of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in His sight; but all things are naked
and opened unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.
This means that the sword of the Lord, the word of God, opens us up with surgical skill
to discover our true selves, our motivations and the desires of our hearts, and distinguishes
between things which are spiritually motivated and temporally motivated. The word does this
by giving expression to the mind and heart and will of God and then observing our responses,
not only externally but internally.
The ministry of Christ Jesus, in word and in deed, evoked (and evokes) a response from people.
By this response the hearts of people are laid open before the Lord God of Heaven and Earth
that their quality and their malleability to the Gospel might be known.
In the shadow of His hand. Protected by the Father.
A polished shaft. Specially prepared by the Lord for a specific purpose. In the case of Christ
168

this was to defeat the powers of sin, death, and the devil.
Acts 2:23: Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God.
Note. All people are prepared for a special task. We just don't always know what it is.
The best way of fulfilling that ministry which the Lord has bestowed upon us is to bring our lives
into compliance with His will and aJlowing Him to have His way with us.
Moses, Jeremiah, Paul, John Baptist, Samson and others were all prepared for their ministry
from or before their birth.
Psalm one hundred and thirty nine tells us that our lives are prepared f or us before our birth.
Many people have performed tasks which have had profound impact upon the People of God
without being fully aware of the ramification of what they were doing.
The girl slave who witnessed to Namaan's wife.
Stephen's impact on Saul of Tarsus.
Abish, the Lamanite woman who had prayed diligently for years
before the sons of Mosiah showed up.
The woman who touched the tassels of Jesus' garment.
Hidden in the quiver. This means that the Lord kept Him reserved as a mystery until the time
of His ministry. Also that He did not give sufficient details that the enemy would know
what was coming.
Note. Satan is not overly bright and he can never understand the activity of God. He is always
doing the wrong thing because he doesn't know what the Lord is doing. This means that every
time he does something it falls out to the glory of God. He tried to destroy the Creation in the
Garden and only succeeded in bringing about the purposes of God for Adam and Eve. He tried
to kill Jesus and only furthered the Plan of Redemption. He tried to destroy the Covenant People
in Germany and the result was the re-establishment of the nation of Israel.
Christ Jesus is the Servant of God. One of His Names is Israel. He is the epitome of what Israel
is called to be. The Covenant People are expected to be the embodiment of Christ in the same
way that Christ is the embodiment of the Father.
Eph. 1 :22-23: The Church, which is His Body, the fullness of Him (Christ) that filleth
all in all.
Israel means "To Wrestle with God and to Prevail." Jesus did this in the Garden of Gethsemane.
He and His (human) will (let this cup pass from Me) wrestled with God (this cup) and His will.
Jesus prevailed by not prevailing in His own will, but by receiving the will of the Father
into Himself.
Mos. 8:34-35: The flesh becoming subject even unto death, the will of the Son being
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swallowed up in the will of the Father; and thus God breaketh the bands of death.
Rev. 5:5-6: Weep not; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, and the Root of David,
hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. And I beheld,
and, lo, in the midst of the throne ... stood a Lamb as it had been slain.
49:4 This is Jesus at the point where He enters the Garden of Gethsemane up to the final
moments on the Cross. To all appearances and from a strictly human point of view His whole
work and ministry was a failure. He had accomplished nothing worthy of note-a few disciples,
a few people healed, a handful of miracles, a little here, and a little there-but now it was all
gone down the tubes. He was in the power of His enemies and death was certain. But then
what?
In the Garden He submitted to the seemingly oppressive will of His Father's judgment.
He committed His work into the hands of His Father and trusted Him to bring it to fullness.
Jesus' response. On the Cross He sang Psalm twenty-two, which starts with an apparent cry
of despair, but concludes with a proclamation of victory.
Mk. 15:39: Eloi, Eloi, lama sabacthani?
This cry and this psalm has been used by Jews in time of great distress and oppression
as an affirmation of faith, not of despair. This is how Jesus used it. If Jesus did this in Aramaic,
as many scholars believe, then it is an even stronger testimony of His faith in His Father,
because in Aramaic this phrase can be understood as, "My God, My God, to this end I was
spared," which would mean that it was here that His destiny was being played out.
The conclusion of this singing is found in John, chapter nineteen, verse thirty,
in which He says, "It is finished." This is an alteration of the final verse of the psalm,
"what He hath done," becoming, "I have done it."
49:5-6 This is the Father speaking to Jesus. Notice that Jesus was created from the womb
for this purpose: To restore Jacob to the Father. This is a major part of the mission of Christ.
If He does not do this then He has failed in His mission. Jesus does not fail.
Jacob is the Covenant People when they are not abiding in the Covenant. This includes
the Jews. For centuries Christianity said that the Jews were no longer the Covenant People
because they did not receive Jesus. This is a lie. Jesus will restore them and all other portions
of Israel, to God before He makes His final report to His Father.
Furthermore it is the job of the Church to assist in this work (Rom. 11 ).
Even if Israel is not gathered Christ shall still be glorious in the sight of His Father. If Jesus
does everything that is expected of Him, all that He can do, and the Covenant People still refuse
to gather to the God of the Covenant, Jesus will still be received in honor by the Father.
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Note. While the Hebrew text has the word "not" in verse five, there are ancient Jewish
commentaries and translations which say, "Though Israel be gathered to Him." This is also
the reading of the Dead Sea Scrolls.
He says that it is a light thing. Jacob/Israel is not lost to the Lord. They might be lost to others,
but not to the covenant God. He knows where they are and will bring them back.
The temporal descendants of the Patriarchs.
The Jews.
The Lamanites.
The other scattered parts of Israel and Jacob.
Those who are Israel by Covenant.
Those who have been adopted into Israel.
All Israel.
The labor on behalf of the tribes of Jacob is only one small part of the work of Christ. He is also
given as a Light to the Gentiles, to the nations of the earth so that they also might know about
His salvation. This is precisely what happened when He was rejected in Judea. For forty years
the disciples of the Lord labored among the Jews as their primary mission. Only then did things
shift so that the Gentiles, having been prepared by Paul, become the primary focus of Christian
evangelism.
49:7-10 The Father still speaking to the Son. See what it says of the Son:
He is despised by humans.
He is abhorred by His own People.
He was a servant to humans (submission to the authority of earthly rulers of His day).
But kings (rulers in society) shall stand in His Presence and honor Him with the recognition
of His authority; princes (lesser leaders of society) shall worship Him.
Note. The Hebrew word for worship means to prostrate oneself.
No matter what anyone thinks, Jesus Christ is the One who has been chosen by the Holy One
of Israel. He is faithful and will bring it to pass. The Father listens to the Son.
Jesus Christ is given for a Covenant of the People. He is the Everlasting Covenant of God.
Everything that is Covenant is embodied in Him. He is the perfect Mediator between the
Covenant partners, being both fully God, conveying all that there is of God and His Covenant
obligations to us, and fully Human, the complete Covenant response-our example of response
according to the terms of the Covenant.
The purpose of this Covenant is to establish the earth. Today the earth is a temporary thing.
Under the terms of the Covenant which the Father has with Creation, the whole of Creation
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shall be resurrected and recreated into a new and everlasting habitation for His image. It is the
ministry of Christ which accomplishes this.
The purpose of the Covenant is to cause to inherit the desolate heritages. All of the wastedness
which has come to pass through the Fall and the subsequent sin of Humanity shall be healed and
made habitable. This also includes the souls of human beings which are designed to be the
habitation of God. We are His heritage.
Eph. 1: 18: The riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints.
He is appointed to liberate people from their bondages and prisons, to bring light
into the darkness of our lives.
Show yourselves. This means, "Come out and be who you really are, who I have created you
to be. No longer do you need to hide behind your facades and pretensions because of fear
of the repercussions, whether real or imagined. From the time of the Fall when the man
and the woman first went to hide in the bushes human beings have been hiding. Hiding
from God, hiding from one another, even hiding from ourselves. We no longer need to do this.
John 3:20-21: For everyone who doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light,
lest his deeds should be reproved. But he who loveth truth, cometh to the light, that his
deeds may be made manifest.
This doesn't mean that all those deeds will be perfect. But it does mean that they will be brought
out into the open where they can be examined. If need be they can be repented of and changed.
But they are not hidden away in dark comers, working their deadly destruction in us.
Those who come out into the light will feed and pasture in high places. They shall no longer
hunger or thirst, neither in body nor in spirit. Neither shall they suffer from other discomforts.
The mercy of the Lord shall lead them and they shall know the springs of living water
(John 4:15-16).

49:11-13 Notice that both mountains and highways are plural in this passage. Mountains
generally mean nations or kingdoms. Highways are passages of redemption. The Mountain
of the Lord's House is the Kingdom of God. But this is in the tops of the mountains (Isa. 2).
There are other mountains. Though they do not reach the same height as the principle mountain,
they can serve to lift others upward and toward the Kingdom. And there can be highways
other than the one with which we are most familiar. Jesus told two parables. One was
about a merchant buying pearls. He was searching and then found what he never expected.
This is like those who search for the truth and for righteousness. They may not know what
it is they are looking for or where to search, but they will find. Then there is the one about
the man who purchased a field and found a treasure in it. He wasn't particularly looking for
anything except a way of living. He stumbled across the treasure by accident. Although the
Lord has given us specific instructions on the Kingdom and the Way of Holiness, we must not
limit Him in His ability to reach out to others in whatever ways suit Him.
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D&C 28:8: But remember that all My judgments are not given unto men.
His Covenant People are going to be gathered from everywhere. Some will come from the Land
of Sinim. Nobody knows where Sinim is. Some think that it's in Africa. Others think it is part
of China. But no one knows for sure. God is going to bring people from places we never heard
of. They will come from places we never imagined could produce People of God. After Israel
became a nation, it was amazing the little (and sometimes large) groups of Jews who appeared as
if from nowhere. A small colony in Portugal who had been living secretly from the time of the
Inquisition. A community of Jews in India. It took years and much persuasion for the Ethiopian
Jews to be recognized as such by the rabbis of the new nation. And there have been many others.
When the Lord comforts His People and has mercy upon His afflicted, the whole Creation will
participate in the rejoicing.
49:14-16 Zion thinks that the Lord has forsaken and forgotten her. See Section 152. This revela
tion is not new to the Church either. A Presiding Patriarch first gave it many years previously.
A woman may forget. How strikingly this describes our own day and age of abortion, of children
given up to adoption by those who don't want them, of babies being thrown into dumpsters.
How easy it seems to us for even the strongest of ties to be severed. But the Lord will not, does
not forget us. We are engraved in His hands. Every time our Lord Jesus looks at His hands He
sees the marks of those nails. I believe that it was Oakman who said that the only thing He took
back to Heaven with Him, that He didn't have when He came, was the marks of our sin.
The walls are those of the Covenant City of Jerusalem, of Zion, of the New City
which John saw descending form Heaven.
49:17 The children of Zion shall hurry in the last day.
Those that have ravaged and wasted her shall leave. They shall abandon the Church. They shall
flee out of Israel. They shall depart from all the boundaries of the Lord's People. This includes
both those who have assaulted her from without and those who have failed her from within.
From Infallible Proofs.
Pg. 71. J. Smith III. Vision of the Temple in which some were prevented from entering.
Ps. 84. A. White. Vision of the redemption of Zion.
Jack Hagensen has also had a similar vision in which he saw the Auditorium
emptied out under the preaching of the Gospel.
Tom Beem had a spiritual witness in which he saw the burden of the Prophet of the Church
and his abandonment by many of the members.
D&C 105: 10: First among those among you, saith the Lord, who have professed to know
My Name, and have blasphemed against Me in the midst of My House, saith the Lord.
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The Lord shall do things, such as implement the Law of Consecration, which shall cause many
to leave. He will do other things, some of which shall surprise almost of all of us, and we need
to be very careful about how we handle the word of the Lord. Some things may be difficult to
recognize if they are not according to our customary way of thinking.
49:18-21 The primary emphasis in this chapter is on the children of the Kingdom. Some will
be cut off.
The Lord's People shall gather themselves and come to Zion. They shall be as ornaments to the
Bride of Christ. There shall be so many of them that there will not be enough room for them
and they shall make complaint about it. This shall be true even though so many have abandoned
the Kingdom. Part of the reason for this confinement is that so much of Zion has been desolated
and left in a ruined state.
Curiously enough, even though any number of people believe in this kind of great gathering,
very little is actually being done to prepare for it. Where are these people going to live? What
businesses are prepared so that they will have jobs, businesses which will provide even the basic
needs of life to them? How many people who believe in the gathering and the City are preparing
themselves for the problems of city administration?
This is not just a comment on the geography of Zion. It also has to do with the confinements
of custom and tradition, which constrain people and hinder their freedom in the Lord. Jesus
warned the Pharisees about how they went all out to make converts and then laid terrible
constraints on them (Matt. 23:12). In the early Church there was a strong opposition to allowing
Gentiles to come in to the Gospel without first becoming Jews. It required a council to deal
with the matter (Acts 15).
The Covenant People are going to wonder where all these People are coming from. It will be
apparent that they are not the result of the labors of the Church. The thing is, it is the Lord
who is doing it. Now, and in the future, He will continue to convert, prepare, instruct, bring
and give testimony to the People of His choosing. He is not utterly dependent upon us. In his
book, He Who Is, Oakman said that the Lord is raising up many people that the Church is not
worthy to receive. The Lord has been giving testimonies of Zion on this Land for over forty
years now to people of other churches. Some of them have been gathered here in their own
groups and congregations.
49:22-23 The Standard, which the Lord shall set up, is Zion. When the Kingdom of God
is established in the earth, the nations will acknowledge His rule and they will fall all over
themselves to assist in the restoration of the Covenant Peoples to the Lands of their inheritance.
49:24-26 It will not matter how strong the enemies of the Lord's People are, He will deliver
them. He will fight the enemies of His People and save the children of Zion.
Cannibalism will break out among the enemies. They, as groups, shall also devour themselves
with infighting.
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All the inhabitants of the earth shall know that He is the Lord, the Savior, the Mighty (Valiant)
One of Jacob.
The material in this chapter about the gathering will begin with the opening of the First Seal.
This is evangelism and revival among the People of God. It will be the greatest move of God
that has been seen since the days of Pentecost. It will be incomparable. It will continue with
successive waves of endowment throughout the final years of history. By the Third Seal,
although there will be defections and apostasy, the People of God will be sufficiently purged
that a core of Zion will begin to emerge. Then the battle of righteousness and wickedness will
begin in earnest. As the onslaught of antichrist picks up steam so will the evangelism of the
world by the saints. The nations will be forced to choose between the Kingdom of God and the
k ingdom of antichrist. Some will begin to give assistance to the Covenant Peoples and those
others who are fleeing to Zion for safety. During the Sixth Seal it will begin to be apparent
to the observant that Zion and the People of the Lord are going to prevail over their enemies.
These will begin to fall down in humility before the Lord and His People. At the conclusion
of this Seal the Lord will open the Heavens and His People will begin to thresh the nations. Part
of this threshing is for the purpose of defeating those who persist in following antichrist. This is
similar to the way in which Moses called upon the Levites to go through the camp and kill all
those who persisted in their worship of the gold calf. But part of the purpose of this threshing
is to liberate the Remnants of the Lord's People. These great gatherings are noted in the tenth
chapter of 3Nephi. Early Christian commentators believed that the mopping up exercises against
antichrist's forces would continue for several months through as many as four engagements.
The discovery and gathering of Israel will continue into the early years of the millennium.

SECTION 7 PART 4 ISAIAH 50-55
THE HOLYONE OF ISRAEL
THEGLORYTHAT SHALL COME
ISAIAH 50
50:1-3 This is Christ speaking to His Covenant People. He and they are divorced from one
another. His rhetorical question shows that the divorce is not permanent. He will never
unreservedly abandon His People, His Bride.
He addresses the reason for the separation that exists between them. It is not His idea,
His fault, or due to His inadequacy. The reason is their iniquities and transgressions.
They have done it to themselves.
The Lord has been looking for them. It is as if He came home one day and called out
for His Bride and children and no one answered. There wasn't even a note to let Him know
where they had gone.
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When He speaks· of the "mother" He is speaking of the People as a whole, as a constitutional
body. He is directly addressing them as individuals. Each person has responsibility for his
or her individual relationship to the Lord. If the whole body does not repent the individual
may still do so.
He asks if they think that somehow He has lost His ability to care for them, to redeem them,
to deliver them. He has just as much ability as He ever did.
50:4-5 Christ came as a son and He had the heart of a disciple. In those days the custom
was for a master teacher to gather a small collection of disciples about him. He would then teach
them all that he knew until they learned it by heart. Most of this learning was initiated with rote
memory so that the disciples could repeat what they were told word for word. This was
and still is customary in societies were literacy is at a minimum or where printing is not adequate
to the demand. These disciples in their turn would gather other disciples and teach them
in the same way.
Jesus learned from His Father so that He could say, "I only do and say those things which I hear
and see My Father do and say." This was a daily practice with Him (Luke 5:16; 6;12; 9:28).
Disciple. One who learns and does.
Jam. 1:22-25: But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own
selves. For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding
his natural face in a glass; for he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway
forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty,
and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man
shall be blessed in his deed.
By being constantly in touch with the Father, Jesus was able to speak to people according
to their need. To the weary He could speak to their weariness with refreshment.
A Hebrew idiom speaks of the 'uncovering of the ear."
Job. 36: 10: He openeth also their ear unto discipline.
Jesus would sometimes say, "He that hath ears to hear, let him hear." This means those
who are prepared by the Lord to receive and to comply with the word of God. Jesus had
this ear to obedience.
Luke 9:51: And it came to pass, when the time was come that He should be received up,
He steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem.
He knew where He was going and what was to take place. He set His face like flint-stead
fast-to go where His Father was taking Him. He suffered all things at the hands of human
beings according to His obedience to His Father. At the base of the Mount of Olives is the main
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highway out of Jerusalem to the city of Jericho in the east, and across the Jordan River.
That was the way of life and liberty and the pursuit of happiness. He sat on the side of that hill
in Gethsemane (Olive Press) desperately searching His soul and the mind of His Father
for a way to avoid that which was appointed to Him. And then He got up and did it.
Imagine the little things that we quail at. And still call ourselves disciples.
John 8:49-50: Jesus answered, I have not a devil; but I honor My Father, and ye do
dishonor Me. And I seek not Mine own glory; there is One that seeketh and judgeth.
50:6· 7 Who can fight successfully with the Son and prevail? A challenge to any enemy to come
and test his strength. He will be smitten down by the mouth of the Lord. The reason is because
of His Father's help. It is the word of the Father in the mouth of the Son.
It is the same with us. He is our example in all things, including victory over the enemy.
Rev. 12: 11: For they have overcome him by the Blood of the Lamb,
and by the word of their testimony.
Ps. 81: 10: I am the Lord thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt;
open thy mouth and I will fill it.
Luke 21:13-14: For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries
shall not be able to gainsay nor resist. And it shall turn to you for a testimony.
Rom. 8:31-39: What shall we then say to these things?
If God be for us, who can prevail against us?
He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all,
how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?
Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect?
It is God that justifieth.
Who is He that condemneth?
It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at
the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
shall tribulation?
or distress?
or persecution?
or famine?
or nakedness?
or peril?
or sword?
As it is written, For Thy sake we are killed all the day long;
we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.
Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us.
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For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall
be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus Our Lord.
Is there anyone who fears the Lord and is obedient to the voice of His Servant who walks in
darkness?
But if there is, let him trust the Name of the Lord (Jesus Christ-Anointed Salvation of YHWH)
and fasten himself to Him.
IJohn 1 :6-2:2: If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie,
and do not the truth. But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship
one with another, and the Blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin. If we
say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word
is not in us. My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. But if any
man sin and repent, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous;
and He is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for the sins
of the whole world.
50:8 To cause trouble and to surround yourself with other troublemakers. Continue to walk
in this pathway and you shall lie down in sorrow by the hand of the Lord.

This is the principle of recompense. What you dish out is what will come back to you.
If you do not repent the final lying down will be in a sorrowful death.

ISAIAH 51
51:1-2 This is addressed to those who are in the pursuit of righteousness and who are seeking
the Lord. Abraham and Sarah are their examples. We should consider what the Lord has done
with them. Then we will understand some things about the Lord and His abilities, about
righteousness, about what the Lord is doing and about how He works.

Look to Abraham, the rock. Abraham is seen as a desert rock with nothing in particular
to commend him.
Look to Sarah, a stone quarry. Again, there is nothing about Sarah to bring her to our attention.
The important factor in their lives is the Lord.
Notice that Sarah is included in this. We have a tendency to forget that she was a Covenant
Partner right along with Abraham.
Josh. 24:2: And Joshua said unto all the People, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel,
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Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood (Euphrates) in old time, even Terah,
the father of Abraham, and the father of Nachor; and they served other gods.
Before God chose him, Abraham was an idolater. There is nothing here to commend him. There
is a story about Abraham being a wonderful child who grew up in his father's idol shop, and of
how one day, when the family was gone, he took a hammer and busted up all of the idols. When
his father demanded to know what had happened Abraham told him that the big idol became
angry at the other idols and did the damage. When his father expressed disbelief Abraham said,
"Well, if they never move or speak or do anything of that sort, why do you worship them?"
This story is told by some as an explanation of why the Lord chose Abraham. It is not true.
The Lord did not choose Abraham because of some spiritual or religious precocity. Abraham
was chosen because he had nothing to commend him. This is why the Lord says to look
to the desert rock. He was nothing, inert, unfruitful in any way, without any sort of promise.
The Lord wants us to know that we do not need to be anything special to be taken and utilized
by the Lord. He wants us to know that He can do anything with nothing. And that means
that it is with the Lord and not with us that the credit is to be found.
Rom. 9: 11: For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil,
that the purpose of God according to the election might stand, not of works, but of Him
that calleth.
He could have chosen Melchizedek, that great high priest. He could have chosen Job, a man
perfect in his generation. He could have chosen the brother of Jared. He could probably have
chosen from some others. But He didn't. He chose a nobody idolater.
If He could accomplish this with Abraham, then He can do anything with anybody. Even us.
John the Baptist took off on this word of God when he rebuked the group pride of his generation
and said, "Don't imagine that you are special because you are descended from Abraham. He was
just a lifeless, worthless desert rock before the Lord took hold of him. And (pointing to some
Gentiles) He can raise up children of Abraham from these stones." Which is exactly what the
Lord did when the Gentiles started joining the Church. He takes dead rocks, us, and transforms
us into living stones (!Pet. 2:5).
Jesus may have had this in mind when He said that if the (Jewish) crowd stopped praising Him
the rocks and stones would start to do so.

51:2-3 When the Lord called them Abraham and Sarah were just one couple. They were alone.
And the Lord reinforced that by having them leave their family and homeland. He reduced His
working stock to the barest minimum. And then He blessed them and increased them. No one
can say, "Well, the Lord took an abundance of fine stock and used this whole people to create
Israel. No, He took only this couple and built up His People from them.
It is the same way today. The Lord is not limited by the material with which He has to work.
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Neither the quantity nor the quality are of fundamental importance. W hat is of fundamental
importance is the Craftsman who is doing the work.
No matter how bad things look, the Lord will comfort Zion. He will comf ort her waste places.
Zion shall be made to flourish like the Garden of Eden and her citizens will rejoice in the Lord.
If we will follow Abraham's example, place our lumpy, worthless rock-selves in His hand, leave
where we are (Babylon), go where He says to go (follow the leading of His Spirit, the Voice of
His Word), believe what He says and promises, He will establish His Covenant with us and make
us into a Covenant People.

51:4-6 Here is the trick. Listen to the Lord. Torah flows out from the Lord. Not from our
intelligence or our wisdom or our experience. It comes from Him. Torah is more than law. It is
guidance. He will make His justice to settle down into a beacon which shall be a light for the
peoples. Not just for the Covenant People, but for all who will open their eyes to see. The Light
coalesced in the Person of Jesus and He became the Light of the World. Today He is seeking a
People who are drawn together so closely around Christ that that same Light will shine through
them to the societies of the earth.
Gal. 6:2: The Law of Christ.
Jam. 1:25: The perfect Law of Liberty.
His righteousness is near at hand. This is the righteousness of Christ. It is available to whoever
desires it, whoever seeks it. His righteousness is manifested by a Spirit empowered compliance
with the word of God. His righteousness is found at the Cross. This is where His obedience was
exemplified. He invites us to take our crosses and follow Him.
His salvation has gone forth. Salvation is the free gift of God to those who will make His Son
their Savior and Lord.
He shall judge. He shall judge those who have received Him under the terms of the Covenant.
This judgment takes place daily as we listen to His voice and adjust our lives to conformity
to His commandments. His judgment shall take place at the end of the world when His
indignation is poured out upon those who have resisted His voice. And there is the
Final Judgment which determines eternal destiny.
As the judging power of His Gospel goes forth among the nations it separates the peoples.
They, Jacob and Gentile, shall wait for Him and trust in Him. Some of them.
John 16:8-11: And when He is come, He will reprove the world of sin, and
of righteousness, and of judgment; of sin, because they believe not on Me;
of righteousness, because I go to My Father, and they see Me no more; of judgment,
because the prince of this world is judged.
Everything else comes to an end. But the Lord's salvation and righteousness are durable
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and eternal.
51:7-8 Listen, you that already know righteousness, the People in whose heart I have written My
Torah. This is addressed to those who have received the Gospel and have understanding of these
things. Compare this to Jer. 31:33-34 and Eze. 36:26-27.
Don't be afraid of what people will say and do to you. They are not durable. The Lord's righ
teousness and salvation are eternal.
51:9-11 The prophet (a figure of the Covenant People) cries out to God.
Wake up! Be like You were in the old days. Like in Egypt.
Prior to the Redemption of Christ on the Cross, the deliverance from Egypt was the preeminent
example of the Redemptive power of the Lord. It was the Redemptive Act. All that was and
could be known of the redemption of God was revealed in the deliverance from Egypt.
Rahab. Probably the crocodile; a symbol of Egypt. It means "stormy, arrogant."
The passage of the Red Sea, in which the army of Egypt was destroyed.
In the same way the redeemed of the Lord will come to Zion.
51:12-16 This is a rebuke of those who, having knowledge of the Eternal God, are still
influenced by their fears of human beings, who are nothing. In fear they forget their Maker,
the Creator. As if He, having created the whole universe, cannot deal with our small situations.
How much fury can a human bring to bear? Can itbe compared to the fury of the Lord?
And how long can it last? And cannot the Lord deliver from that fury?
Captives who are set free are in a hurry to get away. They are afraid of recapture, of traps and
betrayals, of a lack of adequate provisions, and of other things. This can lead to confusion and
error. The Lord's People do not need to be this way. They have His protection and sustenance to
keep them. They should proceed in an orderly fashion until they have arrived at His place of
safety. He who frees is also fully capable of bringing us through.
He has given us revelation and protection, that He might accomplish all that He has planned.
Planting the heavens and laying the foundations of the earth refers to the new heavens and the
new earth that will be created. This new creation is for the habitation of His People.
51:17-20 Jerusalem, the modem state of Israel and by extension the Jews at large, are called
upon to wake up from the spiritual sleep which they have been in (Isa. 6: 10; 29: 10) and to stand
in their rightful place among the Covenant People of the Lord.
Rom. 11:25-26: For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery,
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lest ye should be wise in your own conceits, that blindness in part is happened to Israel,
until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in. And then all Israel shall be saved.
This call began to be issued with the publication of the Book of Mormon. It is the primary
mission of the Restoration to call the House of Israel back to her Covenants. This included the
Jews and the Lamanites. Over the last century and a half, the Jewish People have been moving
back to their Land and have been standing up in ways that they have not stood for almost two
thousand years.
The cup which they have been drinking from is the cup of iniquity. They have now almost
emptied it and it will be taken from them.
At the present time they have no one who can actually show them the way to the Lord and His
Covenants. Their own leaders are largely ignorant of, and still in many cases, antagonistic to the
Testimony of Christ. Most Christians have only a vague idea of what the Covenants of Israel are
all about and cannot break out of the Gentile constructions which have been placed on the Bible
and the Gospel. Although there are more Jews becoming Christians now than ever before, they
have not yet broken through the barrier of Gentile Christianity. When Jews become believers
in Jesus they begin a process of learning the Gospel from Gentiles and in doing so incorporate
much of the distortion which entered the Church when it became predominantly Gentile.
Two things, the Emancipation of the 1800's and the decimation of the Holocaust, have left a gap
in the leadership of the Jewish People. The rabbis no longer have the same authority
that they had in previous generations. The establishment of the modem state, with the leadership
that they provide, has minimal real influence on the larger Jewish community of the Diaspora.
The initial potential for leadership and direction which pertained to the first government of Israel
has fallen on hard times as their skill and reputation hav,e been tarnished over the last thirty
years. The result is that there is no real definitive center to which the Jews can look for
leadership. It is something of a quandry.
The Lord will raise up two sons who will be comforters of Israel with the comfort of the Lord.
They are the Two Witness of the Revelation who shall come and minister under the First Seal.
The business about the bull and the net refers to the conflict with antichrist. He shall kill them
shortly after the sounding of the fifth trumpet.

51:21-23 This message is for the House of Israel, the Jews and the modem Israeli state,
today: The Lord is taking the cup from your hand and He is giving it to them (the nations
and the Islamic and Christian worlds) which have afflicted you and have walked all over you.
Zech. 12:2: Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling
unto all the people's round about.
Jer. 25: 15, 28: For thus saith the Lord God of Israel unto me; Take the wine cup
of this fury at My hand, and cause all the nations, to whom I send thee, to drink it.
And it shall be, if they refuse to take the cup at thine hand to drink, then shalt thou say
unto them, thus saith the Lord of hosts, Ye shall certainly drink it.
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ISAIAH 52
52:1-2 This is a call to Zion and Jerusalem, the Church and the Jews, to wake up, and to be
adorned in preparation for the Bridegroom. This begins with faith.
They shall never again have to suffer the presence of the impure and of non-Covenanted people.
Circumcision is the sign of the Covenant. Under the previous Covenants it was a sign in the
flesh which looked forward to the coming of the Seed of the Covenant. Today it is a sign in
the spirit, the cutting away of self-will, which shows the Presence of the Seed of the Covenant.
The Covenant People have been down in the dirt, oppressed by the larger society around them,
afraid of standing up in the faith of the Lord for long enough. The time of liberty is at hand.
The time is now. It is not tomorrow. It is now.
Ps. 95:7: Today if ye will hear His voice.
Heb. 3:7-4:11: (Summation) In that day they did not enter into the rest of the Lord
because the word of God was not mixed with faith in them. The rest was not given in
later generations, but it remains for us. The rest has been present since the Lord created
the Sabbath. God rested from His works (Creating) and if we are to enter into His rest we
should rest from our labors also. [Our labors are those things that we do for ourselves,
not what we do for HimJ So let us diligently exercise ourselves to enter into His rest.
Now is always the time. The l 830's was the time, but they didn't. The first quarter of the l 900's
was the time, but they didn't. Shall we follow their example?
D&C 102:2: Behold, I say unto you, Were it not for the transgressions of My People,
speaking concerning the Church and not individuals, they might have been redeemed
even now; but, behold, they have not learned to be obedient to the things which I require
at their hands, but are full of all manner of evil.
It could be now. The specific .things mentioned by the Lord in this passage are failure
in imparting to the poor and afflicted and not being united.
52:3 Sold for nothing. The Lord has received nothing for us. And we haven't received anything
in return for our bondage. No one has obtained anything out of the deal.
Redeemed without money. Money is nothing. At least not in the Lord's economy. He has
all He needs. And all the money in the world will not redeem us from our selves, from our sins,
or from our enemy. The Blood of Jesus is the redemption price. And it has already been paid.
52:4-5 Egypt and Assyria are examples. Each of them oppressed the Covenant People.
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In each case the Lord redeemed His People. Egypt is an example of the redemption of the heirs
of salvation from the Fall. Assyria is an example of the redemption of the Covenant People
from Captivity by the enemy.
This is what the Lord sees: His People are taken away (from the Covenant and its promise)
for nothing; those that rule them (the world with its systems) make them howl, complain, moan;
His Name blasphemed, mocked, used corruptly, put down, all the time.
This is not always just the enemy.
Luke 12:54: But the evil servant is he who is not found watching. And if that servant
is not found watching, he will say in his heart, My Lord delayeth His coming; and shall
begin to beat the menservants, and the maidens, and to eat, and drink, and to be drunken.
D&C 105:10: First among those among you, saith the Lord, who have professed
to know My Name and have not known Me, and have blasphemed against Me
in the midst of My House, saith the Lord.

52:6 In that Day, the Day of Judgment, the Lord's People will know His Name. There will be no

more arguments over the nature of God or over who He is. Disputes about the Godhead
will
be a thing of the past. His voice will be clearly recognized and there will be no more
diswhat
the
will
of
the
Lord
is.
When
He
speaks
they
will
know
that
agreements about
it is Him.
There will be no more doubt. Those who do not clearly hear Him now and who ponder over
whether it is the Lord speaking or not will hear clearly.

52:7 The feet refers to messengers who have come with the good word of God. When His

People are fully convicted in their souls they will rejoice and find beauty in all who come in His
Name: apostles, prophets, saints, faithful witnesses. But most of all, in the Lord Jesus Himself.
In that Day they will go forth to gather the People saying, "Behold, your God is reigning;
the One whom you have been waiting for; the One who keeps all promises; He is come
and He reigns." And their response will be as in Isaiah, chapter twenty-five.
One day word came to the Jews of Yemen saying, "Israel has risen and David reigns again."
And those Yemenite Jews packed up their few possessions and left their homes. They marched
across burning sands through regions infested with bandits and Jew haters. When they reached
civilization they told the authorities that they intended to go home to Jerusalem. They were
taken out to the airport and told to get on the planes. Many of these people had never seen
so much as a jeep. Their rabbis put down their baggage and took out their scrolls. They found
the place in Isaiah where it says, They shall mount up with wings like eagles. And they put away
their scrolls, picked up their bags, gathered their wives and children about them and led their
people to the Land of their God and their fathers.
When the Church has the heart for Zion that these Jews had for Jerusalem, then ...
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52:8 In that Day the watchmen, the prophets of the People, of all of His People, will see the same
vision, speak the same prophecy, no longer be in discord or be short sighted. Their voices shall
merge together in the music of the Lord. There shall be one Testimony and one Song.
Today the Lord is pouring out His revelation everywhere that there are those with ears to hear.
He is preparing His People for the Day when He shall bring them all together. He is imparting
testimonies concerning the ful1ness of His Gospel and of His Kingdom amongst all people
and whosoever will may hear and believe.
52:9 The waste places of Jerusalem shall sing for the joy of the Lord's comfort and redemption.
52:10 The baring of the arm of the Lord. The arm of the Lord is Jesus Christ. This is the
opening of the Sixth Seal when the face of the Lord is revealed. All people will see Salvation
of YHWH. Jesus means Salvation ofYHWH.
52:11-12 This is the word of God for today. It is not something that we should look forward
to. The word has already been given.
D&C 108:2: (Nov. 3, 1831) Go ye out of Babylon. Be ye clean that bear the vessels
of the Lord. Call your solemn assemblies, and speak often one to another.
This is part of a revelation which was given by the Lord to be the appendix to His record
of revelations given to the Church of the last days. In other words, this is His Last Word.
Included in this instruction is the commandment to Prepare. Prepare for the coming of the Lord;
for the gathering of the People; for the destruction of the wicked; for the coming of the righteous
of all nations who will not take up sword against their neighbor. His word is to Sanctify,
to remove al1 impurities. The elders are to be sent to all nations with the warning voice.
This whole section is an exposition on this message from Isaiah.
The commandment is to Leave, to Get Out, to Not Delay.
The vessels of the Lord were those utensils which were used in the service of the Temple,
to light the lamps, to handle the sacrifices, to serve the bread on the table, and to do all the work
of the Sanctuary. Only the priesthood were authorized to handle these things. It fell to the
Levites to be in charge of all these things.
Trust in the Stone laid down means that it is not necessary to go charging around as though
there were no time. The Lord will provide protection so that everything that needs to be done
can be done. All things should be prepared and done in good order. The departure should not
be in flight. The Lord prepared the way ahead of His People (in the wilderness the Ark went out
in front, Josh. 3:3-4) and He will be the rear guard, as at the Red Sea.
Ez. 8:22-23: For I was ashamed to require of the king a band of soldiers and horsemen
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to help us against the enemy in the way; because we had spoken unto the king, saying,
The hand of our God is upon all them for good that seek Him; but His power and His
wrath is against all them that forsake Him. So we fasted and besought our God for this;
and he was entreated of us.
Much time has passed and there is no more time for delay. One hundred years ago the Lord said
that the hastening time has come.

52:13-15 The marred servant. This is generally connected to the following chapter, a prophecy
of Christ. This is correct, as the Hebraic poetic form demonstrates. The first verse (13) refers to
Christ Jesus.
The Servant shall act with wisdom and prudence.
He shall be glorified by His Father in Heaven. This happens first in the earthly ministry; then in
His resurrection and ascension; finally in His return; at which time He shall sit upon the Throne
of His Kingdom.
In the next verse there appears to be a shift. It says, "As many as were astonished at Thee,"
referring to Christ and then makes a comparison to another servant, the marred one. Many were
astonished at Jesus.
Astonied (astonished). This is a word that means "desolated, appalled." It is the same word used
in the phrase "abomination of desolation."
Some were appalled by His lack of formal training and learning. Others because He performed
miracles. Then there were those who were astounded at His teachings and at His responses to
critics. His behavior, such as speaking to the Samaritan woman, disturbed some. And in many
other ways did He confound those who had dealings with Him.
In the Book of Mormon, in the ninth chapter of 3Nephi, the Lord refers to a servant of the last
days who shall bring a message before the world that has to do with the conversion of the
Lamanites. It is sign of the fulfillment of the Covenants of the Lord with Israel. And it is part
and parcel connected to the "great and marvelous work." He refers this to the marred servant.
This servant will also be the cause of the astonishment of many.
Marred. Disfigurement. The servant is disfigured in appearance and in form so that he hardly
looks human. This marring will be the cause of some of the astonishment.
He shall gather nations. In the Hebrew it reads "sprinkle," the same word used of the application
of the blood of the sacrifices. Therefore this gathering would be a Covenant gathering to purifi
cation before the Lord. This Covenant gathering will also be the cause of much astonishment.
Rulers in the earth shall be so astounded at things that they see in this servant's ministry that they
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shall not be able to comment. These will be things that they have never heard, but they will
come to understanding in them.
It is possible that it is the manifestation of the Remnants of the House of Israel which shall
astound these kings. It may be that certain elements of the Gospel and Covenants pertaining to
authority and rule shall be demonstrated to them. It could be a combination of several things.
Jesus says that there will be many who do not believe the great and marvelous work, even though
a man declares it to them. He will be marred, apparently by these unbelievers, but the Lord will
heal him.
Who this servant is remains uncertain. Whether he is mentioned in other scriptures is unknown.
The only clear sign regarding him is the marring and the connection to the restoration of the
House of Israel to their Covenants.
Speculation as to who this servant is should be undertaken only with the greatest care.
Note. There are one or two things in the Restoration which leave its People potentially suscep
tible to certain antichrist deceptions, particularly in that aspect in which he imitates the death and
resurrection of Christ. The saints must be very careful that when they see someone marred and
then healed that they do not mistake antichrist for this servant. They must be extraordinarily
careful to give heed to both the whole word of God and to the Spirit of Christ lest they fall into
the trap. Both the Spirit and the Recorded Word must be in full agreement. There cannot be any
fudging in matters this serious.

ISAIAH 53
The whole of this chapter is about Jesus Christ. Of all the chapters in Isaiah it is probably the
most thoroughly studied and there is no reason to go into it extensively here.

53:1 It begins with a query as to who will believe this rather remarkable story. To whom is the

Arm of the Lord (Jesus) revealed. The Church of Christ is founded on the Revelation of Jesus
Christ. Alma was told that no one should be received into the Church who has not heard and
received the voice of the Good Lord. He is further told that no one is to be retained in the
Church who resists the voice of the Lord (Mos. 11: 128-131, 136-141; compare John 10).

53:2 The dry ground is the spirituality of the Jewish People of that day. There is a rabbinical

dictum to the effect that the Messiah will come to either the most righteous generation or to the
most wicked generation of Israel. He came to the wicked one.
2N. 7:5-7: Wherefore, as I said unto you, it must needs be expedient that Christ...should
come among the Jews, among those who are the more wicked part of the world.
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53:4 Griefs also means sicknesses; and sorrows, pains.
Matt. 8: 17: That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying,
Himself took our infirmities and bare our sicknesses.

53:S The chastisement of our peace was upon Him. He got the chastisement. We get the Peace.
The Hebrew "shalom" is inclusive, referring to matters both temporal/physical and eternal/
spiritual.
By His stripes. Healed can mean either spiritual or physical or both.

53:10 The Hebrew does not say "sin offering." It says "trespass offering." The trespass offering
was a sin offering, but not the general sin offering. The general sin offering was for sins which
were for sins of ignorance, unwitting sins (Lev. 4:2). The trespass offering, although not all
inclusive, did atone for willful sins (Lev. 6: 1-7). They required a confession to be made.
In Christ this atonement is expanded to include all sins which are confessed before the Lord.
Matt. 12:26: Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy
shall be forgiven unto men who receive Me and repent; but the blasphemy
against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven unto men.

ISAIAH 54
54:1 This connects back to chapter twenty-six. The Covenant People are like a woman in labor
who has brought forth nothing. Then renewal takes place. This is where this chapter picks up.
The barren woman is to rejoice for now she will have children in abundance.
This will come only after a period of desolation, a time when she realizes that all
of her programs and policies, substituted for those of the Lord, have failed and come
to nothing. Then, in that desolation, she shall begin to bring forth.
The reason that sheep do not bring forth mainly comes down to a lack of a ram. This failure
to get together with a ram outweighs all other reasons for a ewe failing to produce a lamb.
The problem of the Covenant People is that they have substituted just about every thing else
for the Ram-policies, procedures, seminars, doctrine, theology, organization, good works,
you name it. The result is a failure to bear fruit. Jesus said, "Without Me you can do nothing"
(John 15:5). He spoke to the Church of Laodicea, a church which imagined it was well off,
and noted that they had the door shut against Him (Rev. 3:20). He also addressed the Church
of Ephesus and admonished them that in their pursuit of correctness in all things they
had forgotten their first love-Him.
54:2-4 The tent, in which the woman is presently living, will not be large enough
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for all the children she is going to have. They will need to enlarge the tent and strengthen
the stakes that hold it in place and give it stability. They will need to lengthen the cords
that go from the tent to the stakes
The present tent is the traditions of the Restoration. They are not adequate to the task
and cannot embrace all that the Lord has prepared for His Church and Kingdom of the last days.
Much of the tent is simply borrowed stuff from the larger Christian community with a few
adornments added to give it some sense of uniqueness. It is not the Zion of the Lord. The Stakes
are supposed to be strong anchors to the principle city of the Kingdom of God. They are to
funnel strength and resource into the Kingdom and they are to receive from the Kingdom such
equipage as will enable them to make a solid impact on the world at large. Stakes are organized
in very much the same pattern as the Church general because they are to be semi autonomous
and so able to function as a Kingdom in miniature.
The cords need to be lengthened because the Kingdom is going to embrace every manner of
ethnic, racial, social, and economic background and strata of society in the world. The cords are
the love of God. Ultimately the whole earth, with all of its inhabitants and habitations, will be
brought under the authority of the Saints of God. Stakes will be planted everywhere, even in
places not presently imagined. In the days of the fullness of the Kingdom, these Stakes will
become administrative centers of the Kingdom of God.
54:4 The former reproach of God's People will be removed. This kind of statement is found in
several places in Isaiah and other parts of the scripture. It means two things.
1. The reproach that has come upon them because they have departed from the Lord.
2. The reproach that has been heaped upon them by the world because they have,
however faultily, taken upon them the Name of the Lord.
The whole reproach will vanish in the Day in which they are wholly purged and are truly united
in the Lord. This is the Day which Paul refers to as the "manifestation of the sons of God."
This is the Day of the Marriage. It is the Day of the Resurrection. It is a Day in which
all nations will be made aware of who these People truly are.
54:5 What makes the difference is the Presence of the Ram in the midst of the Flock. God will
consummate the Marriage and the betrothal will come to an end.
All of this is accomplished in the last week of the world. In the First Seal there will be a great
revival. This is the beginning of the fulfillment of all things. The next Seals will serve to purge
and to purify the Revival and the Covenant Communities. In the Sixth Seal the Bride will be
prepared for the Marriage. In the Seventh Seal the Kingdom, the tent, will embrace the whole
earth. All that is of the world, the flesh and the devil will be removed.
54:6-8 The Lord will call His People His wife. She will think that she has lost everything
and even hope will seem to be a luxury. It is true that He was angry with and stepped back from
her temporarily, but the overflow of His mercies will sweep all of that away.
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The premier example of this is the prophet Hosea. The first two chapters of his prophecy
tell of Hosea and his wife, Gomer. This is commanded upon him as a prophetic portrait
of God and His People.
54:9-10 The judgment of God in the last Day is comparable to the judgment of the Flood.
It will never happen to the Covenant People again. There will be a final catastrophe
at the end of the millennium, but it will not touch those who are the Lord's.
His-loving kindness, His womb-love, is eternal; it will embrace His Covenant People eternally.
His Covenant shall never again be removed from them. The Marriage is the Everlasting
Covenant.
54:11-14 A message to His People when they are in the midst of their afflictions,
when the purging is going on. Hold on because bitter times are coming. But don't abandon
the Lord no matter how great the provocation.
Luke 19:8: When the Son of Man cometh, shall He find faith on the earth?
Mk. 13:22: And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved;
but for the Elect's sake, according to the Covenant, those days shall be shortened.
D&C 52: For thus saith the Lord, I will cut short My work in righteousness,
for the days cometh that I will send forth judgment unto victory.
2Tim. 2:13: If (our faith fails), yet He abideth faithful; He cannot deny Himself.
This means that as long as we have not denied the Lord we still belong to Him
and He will keep us.
The glory described here is similar to that of the City John sees coming out of Heaven.
The children of those who remain will know incredible blessing. This is during the millennium.
The righteousness and peace of His rule will be such that they will know no oppression or fear.
54:15-17 Fear and terror shall be at the ushering in of the Kingdom. But the People of God may
and must rely upon Him. They have His promise. Remember that the Lord is God and nothing
happens without passing under His inspection. He created the ones who forge war against us,
against our souls. He created the enemy and the enemy is under constraint. The Lord will not
allow them the final victory over His People.
There will also be a bad time at the end of the Millennium when the devil is let out for a time.
But the People of God have nothing to fear at that time.
This is the Heritage of the Lord's servants.

190

The righteousness of the saints is of the Lord. Not theirs.

ISAIAH 55
55:1-3 This is the Great Invitation. Redemption is free. The Spirit is Free. The Bread of Life
is Free. Why are you wasting your time on all kinds of things that do not truly satisfy the soul?
Philosophy, theology, education, possessions, sex, wealth, entertainment, prestige, your
occupation, power and authority, and all of the other pursuits of the world. The hunger
which is in the soul cannot be filled with these things. Whatever pleasure and satisfaction
these kinds of things might give always wear out
The only satisfaction that these things can give is the Presence of the Lord in your life.
Listen to Him and you will receive that which is filling and more than filling.
There is a richness in Him to which nothing else can compare. Hear, and you shall receive
that which will give you Everlasting Life.
Ps. 34:8: Oh taste and see the Lord is good; blessed is the man that trusteth in Him.
2N. 14:4: Wherefore, I said unto you, Feast upon the words of Christ; for behold
the words of Christ will tell you all things what ye should do.
Ps. 78:25: Man did eat angel's food; He sent them meat to the full.
There is a good deal of malnutrition in the Church. We spend a lot of time consuming junk food,
non-essentials which do not satisfy.
He will establish His Covenant with you. It will be the sure mercies of David.
David is prophetic code for the Messiah and the Davidic Covenant.
55:4 God has given the Messiah, Christ Jesus, for a witness to the People. He is a witness
of the mercies of the Father and of the benefits of living for Him. He is the example of what
it means to be a child of God. Jesus was not some superman who could do things that others
cannot. All of His life was an example of what the life can be of any one who surrenders his
or her life to the control of the Father. The only thing which He did which cannot be done
by others is to become the Eternal Sacrifice for sin and death. In all other things He was a
normal human being as God intended us to be. Whenever we say, "Oh well, He could do those
things because He was the Son of God," we deny His Witness.
He is appointed to be our leader. He broke the ground that the Lord wants us to follow.
He said "Follow Me." He said that if He went to the Father we would be able to do greater
things than He did .
He is appointed to be our commander. In Israel the principle responsibility of the king
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was to lead the armies of Israel in battle. One of his titles was Captain over the People of Israel
(lSam. 9: 16). Jesus Christ is our commander. He is also the embodiment of the Torah of God;
His word is the commandment.
55:5 When the King is ruling in Israel, Israel will proclaim the Fullness of the Gospel of Christ
to the nations and they shall come. This, of course, happened in the early Church. The first
Christians were Jews. As they went forth into the world, principally to other Jews, Gentiles
began to hear also. In time the Lord began to sending them out to the Gentiles, first by using
Peter to open up the Gentile mission with Cornelius, and then by raising up Paul to be the special
apostle sent to the nations. In the last day it wil1 be so also. When Israel stands in the authority
of her King, she shall go forth with great vigor to gather the nations to the Lord.
They will respond and begin coming up to Zion and to Jerusalem because of the witness
of the glory which is upon Israel.
55:6 The Lord is full of mercy and he is ready and willing to be approached.' On the other hand,
there is a cup of iniquity. When the People are minding the Covenant and repenting of their sins
in regular order the cup remains empty. But when the People begin to forget the Covenant
and move into unrepentant sin the cup begins to fill up. When this happens the Lord begins
to become more distant.
When the cup is full the Lord turns away from His People and leaves them to their fate
His wrath comes upon them and they wind up in some kind of bondage. Once the cup
is full and His back is turned He will allow the chastisement to have its full work.
Jer. 14:10-12: Thus saith the Lord unto this People, Thus have they loved to wander,
they have not refrained their feet, therefore the Lord doth not accept them; He will now
remember their iniquity, and visit their sins. Then said the Lord unto me, Pray not
for this People for their good. When they fast, I will not hear their cry.
Jer. 15: 1: Then said the Lord unto me, Though Moses and Samuel stood
before Me, yet My mind could not be toward this People; cast them
out of My sight, and let them go forth.
The time to call upon the Lord is before that cup begins to fill up. Call upon Him
while He is near, while there is not much sin to obscure the communion.
There are times when the Lord seems to be more distant. It may be that He has withdrawn
for some reason; it may be that we are not perceptive for some reason. But there are other
occasions in which we are very much aware of the Lord's Presence. On these occasions
we should be diligent to come before Him. Our faith will be greater and our perception
of His response will be keener.
55:7 When calling upon the Lord, the right approach is to forsake our sins, to abandon our
wicked ways and our unrighteous thoughts. Return to the Lord. This is true repentance. Repen-
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tance is that sorrow which leads us to put away sin and to return to the Lord and to seek to please
Him. If we will return to the Lord He will have mercy upon us and abundantly pardon our sins.
The Lord never brings His People into utter distress without first giving warning to them.
In one way or another He lets us know that we are getting away from Him and that we need
to deal with the problem. This is a good time to call upon the Lord; it means that He is still
in a receptive mood. If we continue in our way, ignoring His calling, it will become too late,
just as it did with Jeremiah's generation (D&C 152:4).

55:8-11 Sometimes we grow in our pride and our spirituality becomes stultified
with our good opinion of ourselves. When that happens we begin to imagine that the Lord
is like us (Ps. 50:21), that His goals are the same as ours, that our desires are His desires.
This is a strong word of warning that this is not so. So much of God's teachings in the scriptures,
so much of Jesus' teachings in the Gospels, is so diametrically opposed to the way that we
normally think and do things that it is almost axiomatic that if we are inclined in one direction
the will of the Lord would go the other direction.
The reason for seeking the Lord is that we need to get close to Him. That is the only way that we
are going to learn His thoughts and His ways. The gulf between Him, the Creator, and us, the
Created, is so great that we simply don't know and could never figure out just what He is all
about. Think of all the religions that have been invented by those who thought that they could
figure it out and failed. We are not so far ahead of the game that we can expect to do any better.
We need to seek Him and seek His ways and thoughts. We need to get His perspective on things.
The seeking must be diligent. He is not at our beck and call. Sometimes He wants to find out if
we really want to know. We tend to look for quick and easy answers. We pray and walk away.
We need to be going after depth knowledge, not surface superficialities. W ho is He? how does
He think? What are His ways? How do we do it? When the early Reorganization was being
formed, the group received an instruction with which they didn't know how to comply.
Eventually they were given the answer, but only after a very difficult time.
Ch. Hist. 3:220: We were then told that the Lord had withheld His Spirit from the elders
to show them that they had not sufficient wisdom in and of themselves to organize. He
said, "If I had shown you at first, all would apostatize; as it is, many of you will aposta
tize; but some will remain, and they shall be a means in My hands of bringing back
others."
It does not appear that we have advanced that far since the days of Isaiah. Perhaps we need to
learn the lesson again.
He compares this to the rain and snow watering the earth. The word of God comes forth from
Heaven and falls upon the humans, made of the dust of the earth. It will cause us to bring forth
and bear fruit, seed to the sower, the witnesses of God, and Bread to the hungry. It will do that
which it was sent out for. Just as the rain evaporates and returns to the sky, so will the word of
God return to Him. It is a regular cycle. And it will not return to Him empty.
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But let us be sure that it falls upon good soil. Rain that falls upon rock simply runs off to good
soil elsewhere. And if the word of God hits stony hearts it will simply flow somewhere else and
we will not receive the benefit. thereof. But the word will prosper.
55:12-13 Those who drink the Wine, the Milk, the Water, those who eat the Bread, who seek the
Lord in good time, who receive the rain of Heaven, they shall go out of their bondage and their
captivity with joy, and be led with peace. Creation shall rejoice over them. Instead of thorns
and thistles you shall be luxuriant trees of strength, beauty and fragrance. You shall be a lasting
memorial to His Name, an Everlasting Sign. You shall never be cut off.

SECTION 7 PART 5 ISAIAH 56-58
WHAT THE LORD REQUIRES OF HIS PEOPLE
ISAIAH 56
56:1 The Lord enjoins judgment (right decisions, values) and justice (righteousness, personal
integrity) upon His Covenant People. The reason is that His salvation is close and coming, and
His righteousness (integrity) is going to be revealed.

It is very easy to give up on the Lord. The day-to-day grind and pressure, often without any
visible evidence of the Lord's presence, can be wearing. As things get closer to the end the
pressures, from the world, from family and friends, from work, from the enemy, from personal
feelings, and from many sources and combinations thereof, can bear down upon a person to the
point that they wonder if it is really worth it all.
lCor. 15:19: If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.
It is so easy to fall into thinking that it just isn't worth it. Especially when it seems
that the Lord is not close, that there is no forthcoming vindication for faith and obedience.
This is encouragement. The Lord does keep His promise. It just doesn't always happen
on our time scale.
56:2 There is a blessing for those who get a grip on the promise of the integrity of God and
endure through the hard times and the times when they feel that keeping the faith is fruitless.

Keeping the Sabbath. The Sabbath is a time for rest and refreshment. The very word means
to stop, to desist, to quit. The purpose of Sabbath is to lay aside all of the regular worries,
labors, occupations, entertainments, and other energy consumers and time expenditures,
and bring your whole soul into the presence of God. Sabbath is set aside with two objectives
in mind. One is to meditate on and speak of God as Creator (Exodus version). The other is
to remember and become more fully aware of God as Redeemer (Deuteronomy version).
In doing this we enter into a time cathedral of the Kingdom of God. It brings the rest of life
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into focus and maintains the values of the Lord. To allow anything to disturb this re-Creation
of the soul is to pollute the Sabbath. It is like tossing a small stone into a placid pool of water.
The ripples destroy the placidity.

56:3-5 The background for this is in the twenty-third chapter of Deuteronomy.

Certain people are barred from participation in the Congregation of the Lord. Among them
were eunuchs. This is not because eunuchs are particularly bad people. The Covenant
that God had with His People from the days of Abraham is expressed in terms of "thee
and thy seed." In part this had to do with the promise of the Messiah. It also had to do
with the creation of a People for the Lord. Obviously eunuchs could not bring forth seed
and therefore they could not participate in the promise of the Covenant, either in bringing forth
a People or in the coming of the Messiah.
Another factor in this is that the Lord does not like the abuse of the physical bodie.s.He
has given us. Torah has many regulations which forbid marks, such as tattoos, self-inflicted
wounds in times of sorrow, a common pagan practice which is still known to take place today,
and other such prohibitions. The only pennissible (required) alteration of the body in Torah
is that of circumcision. This was also a Covenant thing, it being a constant reminder of the
essentials of the Covenant: the seed.
The making of eunuchs for various reasons was a common practice in the ancient world
and has been practiced even in modern times. By cutting people off from the Covenant
Congregation the Lord took a major step in eliminating the practice among His People.
By Isaiah's time the practice was only marginally present among Israelites. Short
of those who suffered from a birth abnormality or those who had met with unfortunate
circumstances, the only eunuchs in Israel were foreigners.
In this place the Lord rescinds this injunction of the Law. Eunuchs are told that
if they meet the following criteria they would be acceptable with the Lord.
Keep the Sabbath.
Choose those things that please the Lord.
Take hold of the Covenant.
This is no more than is required of anyone else. If they do these things they have these promises.
They will have, in the Lord's House, a place and name better than to have children.
It will be an everlasting name.
This could speak of the extent of their reputation, but it could also mean
the Name of the Lord.
Although the record does not say so, the circumstances in which they found themselves, captives
serving in a foreign court, make it almost certain that Daniel, Shadrach, Meshech, and Abednego
were eunuchs.
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Note: Jesus made a peculiar statement recorded in Matthew that has occasioned some perplexity.
Matt. 19: 12: For there are some eunuchs, which were so born from their mother's womb;
and there are some eunuchs which were made eunuchs of men; and there be some
eunuchs, which have made themselves eunuchs for the Kingdom of Heaven's sake.
He that is able to receive, let him receive My sayings.
It is the last part that is difficult. There have been some who have taken this
in the most literal sense.
What Jesus meant is that there would be some who would choose celibacy as a way of life.
It is a part of the previous conversation which the Lord was having with the disciples.
He said that not everyone would be able to receive that standing unless it was given
to them. Besides the subject of divorce, which is the question which brought the subject up,
there is also the example of Paul who chose his lifestyle in order to more fully engage
in his ministry (1Cor. 7:6-9, 25-26, 29, 32-32).
56:6-7 In the same chapter in Deuteronomy there were restrictions on some aliens becoming
members of the Congregation of Israel. Sometimes these rules were more stringently applied
than on other occasions. Their purpose was to prevent Israel from being inundated with people
who were inimical to Israel, her God, and His Covenant. These restrictions are also lifted.
Converts are enjoined to comply with the following.
To serve the Lord.
To love the Lord.
To be His servants.
To keep the Sabbath.
To take hold of the Covenant.
These have this promise.
The Lord will bring them to His Holy Mountain.
He will make them joyful in His House of prayer.
Their offerings and sacrifices will be accepted.
Because the Lord's House shall be called a House of prayer for all nations.
There are still people who believe that some people are not ready for God yet.
56:8 The Lord God gathers the outcasts of Israel, those that are of the blood lineage of the
Patriarchs who have been driven out and scattered. This includes Jews, Lamanites and others as
yet unknown.
The gathering of Israel after the flesh; there will be others gathered also.
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After the Return from Babylon the Jews were occupied in settling back into the Land and
establishing a stable and secure community. Because of both internal problems and pressures
from outside the community this took some time. But by the second century BC they were
sufficiently secure, including those Jewish communities still living apart from the Land of Israel,
that they could seriously consider carrying the Testimony of God to the nations. For about four
or five centuries the Jews, particularly the Pharisees and the Jews of the Diaspora engaged
in an extremely successful evangelistic campaign so that by the first century, according
to some estimates, something like one out of every eight people in the Roman Empire
was a worshipper of the God of Israel. Some of these were full proselytes; most were God
fearers, worshipping, but not becoming Jews.
The early Church wrestled with the problem of whether Gentiles should become Jews before
becoming full members of the Church. The Council reported in Acts, the fifteenth chapter,
resolved the question by allowing them to enter without making such requirements of them.
After this the Church expanded rapidly into the Gentile world, particularly among the God
fearers.
In the last days there will be, and has already begun, a gathering of the lineal House of Israel
once again. And again there will be a great gathering of Gentiles into the Covenant of God.
56:9 The prophet now shifts to the Divine judgment which shall come upon the Covenant
People. The beasts are the nations. They are summoned to feed upon a recalcitrant People.
56:10-11 The watchmen are the prophets (prophetic priesthood). They are wholly ignorant
of what is going on. As watchdogs they are worthless; they don't or can't bark. They spend
too much of their time sleeping instead of watching. The problem is that they have
an insatiable greed for the things of the world and are so busy wolfing down their goodies,
their entertainments, their ambitions, their own pursuits, that they don't have time to watch
for anything. As shepherds they are no better. They are all out for their own way;
no one wants to follow instruction; everyone has his own idea, and everyone
is looking out for his own advantage.
56:12 Their whole attitude is: Come on! We will sate ourselves on our dreams, pleasures,
ambitions, and what have you, and it doesn't matter. Nothing is going to change. Tomorrow
will be pretty much like today, except we will have a little profit.
Num. 18:20: And the Lord spake unto Aaron, Thou shalt have no inheritance in their
Land, neither shalt thou have any part among them; I am thy part and thine inheritance
among the Children of Israel.
The only ambition the priesthood should have is the Lord and His service. Not for reputation,
for money or other wealth, not for prestige, not for self-fulfillment, nor anything else. Only the
Lord.
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ISAIAH 57
57:1-2 The righteous, that is the merciful (compare Matt. 5:50 and Luke 6:36), are disappearing.
They are dying off. We are seeing a growing coldness in society. More and more people are out
for number one and who cares about the rest. Lip service is given to the poor and the disadvan
taged, but little is actually done. But because of the lip service no one notices what is happening.
Mk. 13:35: And again, because iniquity shall abound, the love of men shall wax cold;
but he who will not be overcome [by this spirit of "me first"], the same shall be saved.
The righteous are being taken away so that they will not have to endure that which is coming,
the judgments of the Lord. W hat shall we say about those of us who are not being taken away?
But the righteous are entering into peace, walking in uprightness.
Rest upon their beds. This is an idiom referring to the grave.

57:3-13 A litany concerning the wicked among the Covenant People.
They are called sons of the sorceress, the seed of the adulterer and the whore.
They ridicule others; they themselves are children of transgressors, born liars.
They chase sex gods and practice human sacrifice.
The gods of the valleys; taking the easy way.
The gods of the mountains; followers of strong self-discipline.
Deserting the Lord for these others while pretending to be a true worshipper.
Bribery of officials in high places, including hell (Sheol, the place of the dead;
satan, occultism, antichrist).
Note on the word "king." The names of some foreign gods, such as Molech (Ammonite)
and Melek (Canaanite) means king.
You have become worn out with your way of life. It no longer brings you any satisfaction
and your boredom and jadedness are grinding you to death. But you don't give up. You pump
up your enthusiasm, you psyche yourself up, you drive yourself into starting all over again.
Grieved. Or fainted.
This way of life breeds fear, and in fear you lie, and you forget all about Me.
And you don't pay attention to what is really happening and you don't learn from it.
Perhaps I have held My peace for too long, kept My mouth shut, not said anything,
not interfered. Perhaps that is why you no longer fear Me.
I will declare. This means to examine in court, to test in the lab, to find out the reality of a thing.
And it won't be of any benefit to you when I expose the worth of your way of life.
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When the examination starts to hurt, let all your gods, your values, your standards, your manners
of life, your protections and securities help you. What will happen is they will all disappear
with the wind. Vanity (a mist) shall take them away. They mighLseem to be solid now,
but they cannot endure under real pressure.

57:13-14 Those that put their trust in the Lord will inherit the Land (earth); they shall inherit
the Mountain (Zion).
They shall say, Build the Highway of God! Remove the stumbling blocks.
Stumbling blocks:
It (scripture) doesn't mean what it says
It was only for back then, for those people; it's not for today.
That's only your interpretation.
You must not confuse the Divine word with the human messenger.
Also. All organizations, programs, systems, etc. which make it difficult, if not impossible
to obey the word of God.
The cry is for repentance.
D&C 6:4: Say nothing but repentance unto this generation.

57:15 God is the High and Lofty One. He has a good perspective for seeing the whole picture.
He is the One that inhabits Eternity. He has a perspective on all causes and effects; He knows
what will happen; He knows the effects.
He is the One whose Name is Holy. He isn't like us. He is Pure.
He dwells in the high and holy place (Heaven) with those who are humble and contrite of spirit.
Humble.
Moses: Now, for this cause, I know that man is nothing, which thing I never had sup
posed (D&C 22:7).
Isaiah: Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in
the midst of a People of unclean lips (6:5).
Contrite. This word means smashed. Strawberries in a jam are contrite strawberries.

57:16 The Lord will not fight with His People always. He will not continue to be angry.
If He didn't check Himself all spirits would perish, and the souls He created.
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57:17 The anger and smiting is because of the iniquity of covetousness (wanting). We live in
what is called a "consumer society." We live to consume and have created a whole society which
exists to devour the products of our society. Production is not for the benefit of the consumer,
or to promote the quality of life. It is to make wealth. And a whole field of endeavor exists for
no other reason than to create desire and so to persuade us to purchase that which we don't need.
Num. 25: The sin of Baal-peor.
Baal-peor means "The Lord of the Gaping Mouth."
The Lord was angry and hid Himself from us and we went on in our own way.

57:18 But the Lord knows what we are and what we are like. He will heal us. He will lead us
and restore us to real comfort. The comfort of His Presence. He will also do this for our
mourners. Compare this to the story of Job. In the end everything was restored to Job
and he was instructed to pray for his friends.
Note. The rabbis saw the ending of Job's story as a figure of the resurrection.

57:19-21 The Lord creates the fruit of the lips. What is the fruit of our lips?
If it honors the Lord: Peace to both far (Gentiles) and near (Israel). Compare Eph. 2: 17.
If it dishonors God: There is no peace to the wicked. They are like the sea, never at rest,
always churning up muck.

ISAIAH 58
58:1 Cry repentance with a loud voice, like a trumpet. Don't mollycoddle these People.
Tell them in plain language what their sins are. Make them see it. Don't cut any comers
or try to spare their feelings. That is not what is needed. They are Covenant People.
They know better. Consider the penalty for Covenant breakers.
58:2 They like to pretend that they are a righteous people who want to see My ordinances
in place. They come to Me in prayer and ask for the establishment of My laws and they think
that they are wondetful.
58:3-5 They come and complain that I don't respond to their fasts. What kind of fasts
do you have?
You spend your fast in the pursuit of pleasure
You spend your fasts doing your own work.
You fast and you fight and argue.
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This kind of a fast is not going to be heard by Me. Is that the kind of fast
that I have chosen?
A fast is a time to afflict the soul.
Do you think that this means to mope around and make a spectacle of yourself?

58:6-10 The fast of the Lord;
Help people get free of wickedness. Theirs or others.
Help people get out from under burdens.
Allow the oppressed to go free.
To give food to the hungry.
To bring the poor into your house.
To clothe the naked.
Don't hide from your relatives.
Then your fast will bring you light and health; your righteousness will be manifest;
the glory of the Lord will be your protection. When you call on the Lord He will answer.
If you remove the yoke from people.
If you quit pointing your finger at other people.
If you quit speaking out of your vanity.
If you open your soul to the hungry.
If you satisfy the afflicted soul.
Then your light shall arise in obscurity; your darkness shall be like noonday.
D&C 1 :5: To bring it forth out of obscurity, and out of darkness.

58:11-12 Then the Lord will guide you all the time, not sporadically. He shall amply provide
for you in drought. You shall prosper. The Spirit shall never depart from you.
Your children (and your converts) shall build the waste places
You shall lay the foundations of many generations (to come).
You will be called The One Who Repaired the Breach.
You shall be called The Restorer of Paths to Dwell in.

58:13-14 If you stop using the Sabbath for your pleasure;
If you call the Sabbath a delight, the Holy of the Lord, and honorable;
If you honor the Lord, instead of taking care of your business, and finding your own pleasure,
and talking about your affairs;
If you do these things you will delight in the Lord;
Then He will elevate you in the earth (dominion); and feed you with the heritage
(the Covenant Promises) of Jacob.
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SECTION 7 PART 6 ISAIAH 59-63:6
REDEMPTION
ISAIAH 59
59:1 The Lord is just as much able to deliver as He ever was. His hearing is just as good.
He -is not suffering from the infirmities of old age. This might seem strange, but most people
in the ancient world believed that gods aged just like we do, although somewhat more slowly,
and that new generations of gods took over, either peaceably or by force. Sometimes the People
of God act as though they think the same way about the Lord.
59:2-4 The reason that God does not appear to be responding is not because of His infirmities,
but because of sin and iniquity.
Hands defiled with blood. This is not just about killers. If you are not doing anything about
the problem, if you are just ignoring it, then you are part of the problem and are guilty. Also
the Lord holds communities to be collectively responsible before Him. To the degree that the
Covenant People are part of the larger community they are held to account along with the rest
of society. The innocent who sit by and do nothing are not innocent.
This is true of the fingers also.
Lips are used for wickedness, for lies, for rumors, for gossip, for vile speech. They are not used
for righteousness, for calling for judgment and justice. In our free society the citizens should
speak out on issues of righteousness and justice.
Truth is not a major issue in our society. What is important is appearances and in getting one's
own way. Courts are not interested in justice, but in legalities. Political parties are more
interested in promoting the party than in what is good for the community. The media and
business are concerned to sell their product. Truth is a secondary consideration. Advertising
is a way of life. Speech must be politically correct. Issues are shuffled about by media
and politicians according to expediency. This whole business of acceptable deception is
cultivated by our society. People caught in lies are not ashamed, except of getting caught.
Self justification is the order of the day.
It is no wonder that Israel will make a treaty with antichrist, or that members of the Church will
be deceived by his delusions.

59:5-6 The utter nastiness of our society. It is no better than the nests of spiders and of snakes.
The lies and deceits, the activities and secret labors and purposes, will not protect these people
forever. Neither will it protect those societies that trust in them.
The corporate structures of our society contribute to the problem. In a corporation there is a
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constant passing of responsibility to the degree that it is difficult to pin anything down.
The ability to refer the problem to someone else promotes the avoidance of responsibility
at all levels of the corporate structure. And if someone is pinned down they are scapegoated,
whitewash is applied and in short order everything is back to business as usual.
59:7-8 There is no problem in finding people to do evil. They abound on every side.
Even the People of God can be drawn into schemes if they can be persuaded of the "goodness"
or the profitability of the plan.
The Way of Peace is not known. It has become foreign to us. We have made all kinds of
crooked paths, excuses, justifications, explanations, rationalizations, until we can no longer see
the truth for the lies. And people who, perhaps unwarily, stumble in our schemes, soon find that
they are trapped and can't find their way out. And perhaps don't want out. We say, "If you think
there is something wrong with the system and want to change it, get involved, become a part of
the system and then change it from within. The trick about that is that by the time you are in the
system far enough to be able to make significant changes you are also sufficiently involved
that you have too much to lose by doing so.
59:9-11 We keep looking for a light so that we can get out, but we seem to be hopelessly lost
in our darkness. Even the justice of God cannot find us. We are running too hard in the other
direction. The convolutions of our minds have rendered us incapable of hearing His voice
and of understanding what does manage to penetrate.
There is a marvelous tree called the banyan. The limbs of the tree drop aerial roots which,
upon reaching the ground, form new trunks sending out new limbs and new aerial roots.
In time one single tree can become a whole forest. Sin and deceit, especially self deceit,
is like that. Eventually we cannot find our way out and we can't even tell where it all began.
Obscurity and darkness. See Section one, paragraph five, in the Doctrine and Covenants.
We are like blind people groping for a wall to lean against. Having the perfect light of God
available to us we still stumble around without vision. We are like dead people.
2Pet. 2:7: And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked;
for that righteous man dwelling among them, seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous
soul from day to day with their unrighteous deeds.
He roared like bears; he mourned like doves. On the other hand, he stayed where he was. He
could have moved out of the city and Iived like his Uncle Abraham, separated. But he stayed and
in the day of deliverance he lost everything, including all of his family except for two daughters.
59:12-15 The reason for all of this calamity is that our sins and transgressions stand in the court
of God and testify against us. We have multiplied them constantly and if we say we don't know
what they are, we are liars. They are with us and we can't escape from them. We are in a state
of constant rebellion against the Lord no matter what we say. We deny our sin and our rebellion
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(D&C 83:8) and try to put the blame on someone else: the hierarchy, the malcontents,
the non-Christians, the political parties, the reactionaries, the liberals, etc.
Jesus never said, "Take up your blessing and follow Me." What He said was, ''Take up your
cross and follow Me."
Col. 3:5: Mortify, therefore, your members which are upon the earth; fornication,
uncleanness, inordinate affections, evil concupiscence, and covetousness,
which is idolatry.
Instead we are part and parcel members of a society which idolizes covetousness, and consumer
ism. We seek self-satisfaction in all things and justify all of our activities and behavior.
Judgment, justice, truth and equity (uprightness) are circumvented at every turn. Those
who try to do what is right are made into victims. Victims of deceit, of ridicule, of calumny,
of entrapments and of every other device which can be brought against them.·
The Lord sees all of this and is not happy with His People.

59:16-19 He is amazed that no one is doing anything. He is particularly struck by the fact that
there is not even an intercessor. No one stands up for the oppressed and the down trodden. No
one goes to the help of the poor and the deprived. And no one is even coming before Him in
prayer on behalf of these people, or of the things which the Lord desires of and for His People.
So He undertook to do the job Himself.
His Arm brought Salvation. His Arm is Jesus Christ. He and He alone died on the Cross to
make salvation available to humanity. He became the Intercessor in the Courts of His Father.
D&C 45:1: Listen to Him who is the Advocate with the Father, who is pleading your
cause before Him, saying, Father, behold the sufferings and death of Him who did no sin,
in whom Thou wast weli pleased; behold the Blood of Thy Son which was shed, the
Blood of Him whom Thou gavest that Thyself might be glorified; wherefore, Father,
spare these My brethren that believe on My Name, that they may come unto Me and have
everlasting Life.
He was sustained, able to complete the job, by His righteousness. This righteousness of Christ
is the breastplate.
The helmet is the assurance of salvation, of the Lord's deliverance. The conviction
that His Father was with Him and would remain with Him to raise Him from the dead
sustained Jesus through His ordeal. It will sustain us also.
The garments of His vengeance are His wrath against His enemies and the enemies of His
People. This will be worn in the Day of His indignation against the nations.
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His zeal is the energy and urgency with which He will do the work of vengeance. He will utterly
repay all of the enemies of His People in accordance with all that they have done to them.
Recompense: what they have done to others, He will do to them.
He did it all alone on the Cross and He will do it all alone in His Return.
When He proceeds to do the work of judgment, His fear and His glory will spread
from coast to coast.
When the enemy comes in like a flood (Isa. 28), His Spirit will raise up a Standard against him.
When the enemy, the antichrist, is raising up his power and kingdom, the Lord will also be
raising up His power and His Kingdom.

59:20-21 The Redeemer shall come to Zion. He will personally take charge of the final
arrangements of His Kingdom. This is the meaning of the Mighty and Strong One letter
in the Church History. That prophecy is not printed in full in the History. The reason is
that it does not fully agree with our tradition. So a portion was left out.
He is coming to those who tum from transgression, the repentant. The rest will be at wits end.
He is coming to Jacob, not Israel. This is because His People will still not be abiding in the
Covenant. He will institute it. All other programs and their supporters will be cast out.
There are a lot of People who are planning to repent at the last minute. When they hear
that Jesus is at the city limits they plan to get quick action calluses on their knees.
This is the Covenant. That Holy Spirit which is bestowed upon them at that time (compare
the Holy Spirit of Promise mentioned in D&C 85) shall continue with them, their children,
and their grandchildren forever. That word which is put in their mouth shall remain
in their mouths, and in the mouths of their children and grandchildren forever.
This is the beginning of the Resurrection and the Millennial Kingdom.

ISAIAH 60
60:1-3 This is the glory of Zion that shall be. This is the transitioning into the Kingdom
of the Millennium. Christ, the Light, is ruling in His kingdom, and the nations are beginning
to come to Him. Compare Isaiah, chapter two.
Zech. 14: 16: And it shall come to pass, that everyone that is left of all the nations
which came against Jerusalem, shall even go up from year to year to worship the King,
the Lord of Hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles.
The darkness is that of the modem age.
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D&C 105:9: Verily, verily I say unto you, Darkness covereth the earth, and gross
darkness the minds of the people, and all flesh has become corrupt before My Face.
The nations of the earth are still in the dark, but the spreading Kingdom of Christ diminishes
this darkness. (See Isa. 25) until the whole earth is filled with His glory (Isa. 11).
The rulers of the nations shall humble themselves before the Lord, Jesus Christ.

60:4-9 Israel, in all of her Remnants, are being gathered, and the Gentiles are instrumental

in rendering assistance in this matter.

The "forces" of the Gentiles are the wealth of the Gentiles. All of the resources shall be
consecrated to the Lord and shall be utilized to promote His purposes and Kingdom.
One of the first priorities of the Lord, to which all this wealth and resource will be applied,
is the gathering of Israel.
The balance of the "forces" will be devoted to the Lord in other projects that He envisions,
such as the building up of the wastes of the earth.

60:10-12 In this Day of the Lord's mercy, the Covenant House of Israel
will have the benefit of the labors of people of all ranks and all nations.

There will be no more danger to the People of God; their communities will be open ones
in order that the peoples of the earth may come and go upon their errands. There will be
no need for passports and security checks and other such measures.
Those nations which will not serve the Covenant People will perish. See Zech.14 above.

60:13 A major project will be the beautification of the Sanctuaries of the Lord, and the places in

which they are located. Every place where the Lord will stand to rule will be glorified in beauty.

60:14-15 Recompense: The people who formerly afflicted the Covenant People of the Lord
will now bow down to them and serve them. They will acknowledge Zion as
THE CITY OF THE LORD
THE ZION OF THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL
This will be a total reversal of the fortunes of the People of God. Whereas previously no one
wanted anything to do with them or their city, now they will become an eternal excellency
and a place of great joy.

60:16 This is the unparalleled abundance and the high quality of that abundance that shall flow

into the Kingdom from the nations.

In that Day the Covenant People shall know who their God is, the Savior and Redeemer.
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Mighty One of Jacob. This Name is found in four places in scripture, two of them in Isaiah.
It is found twice in Psalm one hundred thirty-two. Its first occurrence is in the blessing of Joseph
in the forty-ninth chapter of Genesis. Joseph's strength comes from the hands of the Mighty God
of Jacob; from thence (God) is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel. In the Psalm David is said
to have sworn an oath and vowed a vow to the Mighty God of Jacob that he would not seek his
own house until he had found a habitation for the Mighty God of Jacob. The other occurrence
in Isaiah (49:26) is akin to this one, except that it refers to all people, not just Israel.
Mighty is a word that means extraordinary strength and valor. It refers to champions
and to especially strong animals, such as bulls, and to angels.
God is the Champion Warrior of the Covenant and He is the Strength of the Covenant People.
The Covenant People includes those who are not living according to the Covenant and who are
ignorant of the Covenants they have with God.
This refers to the Remnants of the Covenant People who are still being brought forth out of
obscurity. Neither they nor anyone else has known who they were until the Kingdom began
searching them out. When Israel came out of Egypt they did not have a Covenant with the Lord.
This was dealt with at the Mountain of God when they arrived there. All of the work of their
redemption from Egypt was done under the terms of the Covenant with the Patriarchs (Ex. 2:24;
Dt. 7:6-9; 9:3-6). The same thing is true today. The Lord does many things on our behalf,
not on the basis of any standing which we have with Him, but on the basis of what our forbears
have with Him.
Dt. 4:30-31, 37: When thou art in tribulation, and all these things are come upon thee,
even in the latter days, if thou turn to The Lord they God, and shall be obedient
unto His voice; (For the Lord they God is a merciful God;) He will not forsake thee,
neither destroy thee, nor forget the Covenant of thy fathers, which He sware unto them.
And because He loved thy fathers, therefore He chose their seed after them.
In the twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew the Lord Jesus tells a parable in which He speaks of a
judgment concerning the treatment of His brothers. He begins by saying that all nations, not
people, individuals, are gathered before Him. When he makes His judgments, they say, "What
are You talking about? When did we see You in such and such a condition?" Now both groups
respond that way; neither knows what is going on. This is a judgment of nations and it is about
how the nations treated the unknown Remnants oflsrael. The point is that we don't know who
these Remnants are. They might be the gypsies; or some tribal peoples in Africa; or the coolies
in some district in China. Who knows who they are? But each nation who has come into contact
with them will be judged in relation to whether they enslaved them, or brutalized them, or killed
them, or whether they fed them, and defended them, and otherwise came to their assistance.
Note. In the third and fourth chapters of Exodus, God is referred to as "the God of Abraham, and
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." Why this three part refinement? The rabbis of Israel
taught that the reason for that is that each of the Patriarchs received his own particular revelation
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of God, so that God is known to them in highly individualistic ways. It is in putting the three
revelations together that we begin to get a whole picture of the Covenant God.
It is the same way today. No one person or group has the complete revelation of God.
To obtain this we must put our revelations together.
60:17 Everything shall be upgraded in the Kingdom. This is also true of the officers
of the Kingdom. Officers are those who direct things, administrators. Exactors are those
in charge of specific jobs, supervisors.
60:18 There shall be no more violence, and wasting, and destruction.
The walls and the gates. This goes back to the twenty-sixth chapter.
60:19-20 The Light of the Kingdom shall be the Light of God and Christ. See Revelation,
the conclusion of the twenty-first chapter.
There shall be no more mourning.
Rev. 21 :4: And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be
no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain;
for the former things are passed away.
60:21-22 The People shall be righteous. In the resurrection the saints of God shall be beyond
the power of temptation. Having met and overcome the lust of the flesh in this life they shall be
liberated from that pull in the Life to Come. Furthermore the righteousness of the saints shall be
sufficiently great that the power of satan will be curtailed and he shall be bound (lN. 7:60-62).
They shall inherit the earth. In Hebrew "land" and "earth" are the same word.
The Planting of the Lord is His people, all those created in His image.
Even the seemingly most insignificant of the Lord's Covenant People shall receive great reward
for their faithfulness. Compare the parables of the Talents and the Pounds.

ISAIAH 61
61:1-2 This is the Anointing and ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ. He is anointed to stand
in His office and calling and to the accomplishment of His ministry. Messiah means "anointed."
Three offices were anointed in Israel: prophets, priests and kings. Jesus was all three,
but this anointing pertains primarily to the office of king.
This anointing took place at His baptism and was witnessed by John Baptist, a priest and
prophet. He saw the Spirit in the form of a dove. For the Jewish People the dove was a symbol
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of Israel, the Holy Covenanted Community of the Lord. By manifesting in this way the Spirit
signified that this Jesus of Nazareth was being anointed as the Messiah of David,
the King of Israel, the Kingdom of God.
After the baptism Jesus went into the wilderness. Upon His return He went to His home in
Nazareth and read out this portion of Isaiah, saying that it was now fulfilled in their hearing
(Luke 4). He stopped His reading in the middle of the sentence in the second verse.
Isaiah
The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me; because
the Lord hath anointed Me to preach good
tidings unto the meek; He hath sent Me to
bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and the opening of
the prison to them that are bound; to
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.

Luke
The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because
He hath anointed Me to preach the Gospel
to the poor, He hath sent Me to heal the
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the
captives, and the recovering of sight to the
blind; to set at liberty them that are bruised;
to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

The differences result from the Luke version being from the Greek translation rather than
from the Hebrew. In the fourth point the Hebrew reads "to the bound a complete opening."
The Greek translators expanded upon the meaning of "complete opening."
This portion deals with the first Advent of the Lord. Its provisions should be understood
as both temporal and spiritual.
The Good Tidings. The word "good" is a word which means "freshness"
and would be applied to fruit.
Acceptable Year. This uses the Hebrew word for "grace." This is the Year
of the Lord's Grace. It uses year in a figurative, not literal, sense. The Year continues
until the Lord brings it to a close.
61:2-3 The subsequent prophecy, beginning with "the Day of Vengeance of our God," deals
primarily with His Second Advent. Some elements of this are bestowed upon His People today
as part of the "earnest of our inheritance" to which Paul refers (Eph. 1: 14 ).
This Day of Vengeance is the time in which the Lord removes all that opposes Him
and establishes His Kingdom.
61:4-6 The generation which sees the fullness of these things shall be greatly blessed of the Lord
in the fulfilling of many prophecies. It begins with those of His People who sanctify themselves
and become the core elements of Zion, the Kingdom of God. Others shall be gathered to them
and they shall begin to experience the ministries of the Church of the Firstborn and of angels .
They shall recover the things of the Lord which have been abandoned by previous generations,
the waste places, and they shall retake possession of those things which have been captured
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by the enemy. The waste places include such things as the principle of stewardship and
consecration. The desolations are those places in which idols have been raised up.
An idol is any thing which takes precedence over the authority of God.
Jesus told a parable about pounds (Luke 19). It is essentially the same as that of talents. In this
parable He tells His disciples to, "Occupy till I come." They are to receive the coin of the realm,
the gifts and power of the Spirit, and concern themselves with the business of the Kingdom. In
the last Day, as the People of God enter into the spirit of this parable, they will begin to restore
those things spoken of by the prophets and enjoyed by Covenant Peoples of former generations.
D&C 26:2: And also with Elias, to whom I have committed the keys of bringing to pass
the restoration of all things, or the restorer of all things spoken by the mouths of all the
holy prophets since the world began, concerning the last days.
Joel 2:25: And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten.
D&C 1:4:And all this that it might be fulfilled, which was written by the prophets.
When they begin to do this others will be brought in who shall contribute to the Kingdom by
taking care of the temporal labors of the Covenant People so that they can attend to the principle
ministries to which they are called and appointed. These "strangers" are not Covenant People, at
least not at the first. They will be seekers after safety; seekers after truth, people who find it
good to be with you, though they may not fully appreciate why, and they will be others such as
the Lord shall bring.
The People of God are called to priestly ministry. When they begin to take the Covenants of the
Lord seriously they will not only know, but experience what that means.
The Hebrew word for "priest" is "cohen." It means "a go between." A priest is a mediator
between God and humanity. Such a mediator brings before the Lord all that the people are
willing to offer up to Him: prayers, intercessions., thanksgivings, offerings, needs, cares,
obligations, etc. The mediator also brings to the people all that the Lord wills to bestow
upon them: His word, salvation, blessings, promises, judgments, laws, grace, etc.
Priestliness is a part of the Covenant.
Ex. 19:5-6: Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep My Covenant,
then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine;
and ye shall be unto Me a Kingdom of priests, and a holy nation.
lPet. 2:9: But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
a peculiar People.
Rev. 1:6: And hath made us kings and priests unto God, His Father.
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Every time you testify of the Lord to the world, you are performing priestly ministry. Whenever
you intercede before the Father on someone's behalf, you are engaging in priestly function.
When you feed the hungry, care for the sick, clothe the naked, or_do any such thing so that He
gets the glory (Matt. 5: 18), you are a priest of God. The whole Church in all of its members is
priesthood. What we call the priesthood are actually officers of the priesthood, called to specific
duties within the larger calling of the priesthood.

61:7-8 The Covenant People shall receive the double portion of the Firstborn. The double
portion is two parts of the inheritance. Other heirs receive one portion. This is what the nations
receive. They shall rejoice in theirs as you rejoice in yours.
They shall receive this double portion because they have endured the shame and the afflictions
that have been heaped upon them because of their faithfulness to the Lord.
The Lord will see to this because He loves justice. He will make sure that they, the Covenant
People, receive their proper reward for their service. This does not mean the hypocrites who
made their offerings with what they have taken from others. He will direct those who come
to Him in truth and will receive His direction so that they might offer an offering (their service)
in righteousness. With such as these, He will make an Everlasting Covenant.

61:9 Those with whom the Lord confirms this Covenant will be recognized as such
by the peoples of the earth. So will their children and their converts.
61:10-11 This is the rejoicing and praise of the prophet, a figure of the Covenant People.
They will acknowledge that salvation is a gift from Him, that their righteousness
is really His righteousness revealed in them.
Gal. 2:20: I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth
in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God,
who loved me, and gave Himself for me.
It is Christ living in us who produces the good works. Those that Jesus denies in the seventh
chapter of Matthew are those who did their own works of righteousness and then ascribed
the Name of Christ to them. But they were not His.
Phil. 2:12-13: Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence
only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling; for it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure.

ISAIAH 62
62:1-5 The Lord is wholly committed to the well being and the glory of Zion and Jerusalem.
He will not cease giving His word and He will not rest until He has accomplished all that He has

211

proposed for them. The Gentiles are going to see the righteousness and the glory
of the Covenant People. The Lord guarantees it.
They shall receive a new name from the Lord.
Rev. 2:17: And will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written,
which no man knowest saving he that receiveth it.
Rev. 3:12: And I will write upon him the Name of My God, and the name
of the City of My God; this is the New Jerusalem, which cometh down out of Heaven
from My God; and I will write upon him My new Name.
The idea of a name which no one knows means that it is a personal name which reveals
the character and nature, and possibly the fundamental testimony of the person who possesses it.
In antiquity it was common for people to have two names. One was a public name.
The other was a private name known only to the intimates of the possessor, such as family.
This was considered to be the real name.
The crown of glory is given for faithful service. This is part of the reward.
The royal diadem signifies membership in the royal family. It is also a sign of authority
bestowed upon those given dominion in the Kingdom. It is a Covenant crown of the
"kings and priests" (Rev. 1 :6).
The Covenant city has been called Forsaken (of the Lord). It shall be called Delightful.
The Covenant Land has been called Desolate. It shall be called Union.
This comes about after the Marriage of the Bridegroom and the Bride (Rev. 19). The Delight
is the eternal joy which the Lord shall take in His Bride, His Covenant People, and the new
intimacy of the marriage. The Union is the married state of the Lord and His People.
Notice that that Lord includes the Land in the marriage. Christians often forget that the Land
is a part of the Covenant. The earth is a part of this partnership with the Lord, and a faithful one.
This earth is utterly holy and yet compelled to partake of our unholiness. But she shall be
redeemed and share in the eternal joys.

62:6- 7 The watchmen are prophets. Prophets are intercessors. Intercession is the key to true
prophetic ministry. Where there is no intercession, there is no true prophecy. Intercession is a
ministry of love. Without love there is no prophetic ministry from the Lord. Abraham, the father
of the faithful, was a prophet, and yet we see him making no prophecy in the conventional sense.
But we find him interceding. He intercedes for Sodom and for Abimelech.
Gen. 20:8: Now, therefore, restore the man's wife to him, for he is a prophet,
and he shall pray for thee, and thou shalt live.
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Prophets are not doom and gloom sayers neither are they foretellers. Many false prophets
desire to do these things, but they have not heard the word of the Lord. Prophecy takes place
when the prophet goes into the Presence of the Lord on behalf of people in deep concern
for their welfare. In that Presence, and in that love, they receive that which is in
the heart of God on the behalf of the one for whom they have come. And sometime
they receive more than they expected. But this is the power that unleashes the true word
of God into the earth and into the lives of people.
The Lord has appointed intercessors for His city Jerusalem. He has also given promises
concerning that city. On the basis of those promises the intercessors are commanded to continue
incessantly in their prayers. It says, Give Him no rest. This is strong language. Who are these
intercessors? Ye that make mention of the Lord.
62:8-9 This is an oath of the Lord. He will see to it that never again will the produce
and wealth of His Covenant People be given away to others. To non-Covenapted merchants.
To non-Covenanted governments. To non-Covenanted insurances, banks, employers, lawyers,
criminals, conquerors, etc. Instead it shall be that those who produce the wealth,
who do the work, shall receive the benefits.
62:10 Go through the gates! Cast up the Highway! When the Hebrew wants to give strong
stress to something it repeats it. This is not a nice suggestion of a nice thing to do on a rainy day
when there isn't anything else going. This is imperative. It's a high priority. It's important.
It's a command.
The gates are the gates of the holy city. The servants of God are not appointed to sit around
in their securities while others are in great need. They are appointed to go out there
and make it possible for others to come in also. The Highway is the way into the salvation
of the Lord and to His Kingdom.

D&C 1:5: MIGHT HAVE POWER TO LAY THE FOUNDATION OF THIS
CHURCH, AND TO BRING IT OUT OF OBSCURITY, AND OUT OF DARK
NESS, THE ONLY TRUE AND LI VING CHURCH UPON THE FACE OF THE
WHOLE EARTH, WITH WHICH I THE LORD AM WELL PLEASED.
This Church is the gate to the holy city, Zion. It is out there in obscurity and darkness.
It has never been gathered in because the appointed servants thought that they had a better idea
and abandoned the work. Therefore the foundation has never been laid, so there isn't any place
to which the Church can gather (D&C 98:6).
The stones are those things which inhibit the work of the Kingdom.
The Standard is the establishment of the institutions of the Kingdom. It is the beginning of Zion.
It is the Zionic conditions which are no closer, nor any farther away than that which the spiritual
condition of the People justifies.
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62:11-12 This is an eternal proclamation in force until the world comes to its conclusion. It is to
the daughter of Zion. The daughter of Zion is the Covenant People of God.
BEHOLD, THY SALVATION COMETH;
BEHOLD, HIS REWARD IS WITH HIM,
AND HIS WORK BEFORE HIM.
And they shall call them:
The Holy People
The Redeemed of the Lord
And Thou shalt be called:
Sought Out
A City Not Forsaken

ISAIAH 63
63:1-4 This is Christ coming up to Jerusalem from the destruction of the strongholds of the
world. He is arrayed in royal garments.
Edom is the world. Bozrah is a city of Edom. The name means "stronghold, fortress."
They don't know who it is:
The answer: It is I, the Lord, speaking in righteousness, mighty to save.
They ask why His garments are stained red.
Answer: He has been trampling the winepress of the wrath of God. The stain is a sign of the
blood of the wicked who will be consumed in the Day of His vengeance. It is the year of the
Redeemed of the Lord.
No one helped Him

63:5-6 He is amazed that there is no one to help or to give support. So His own arm did the
work and His fury sustained Him. So He will do it alone. He will destroy the enemies of His
People, the wicked of the earth. They will be drunk with the fury poured out upon them. They
will be reeling in stupor and confusion. And He will bring them down to death.
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SECTION 7 PART 7 ISAIAH 63:7-66
THE FINALITY
63:7- 64:12 This begins a prayer by the prophet. It is Covenant Prayer by a representative
member of the Covenant People to the Covenant God. It continues to the end of the next chapter.
63:7-9 He begins by extolling the merits of the God of Israel.
His mercy. This is "ruhama" which is derived from the Hebrew word for "womb."
It means "mother-love." In almost every place where the word "mercy" is used
it is translated from ruhama.
The prophet based his prayer on this love because the People have not shown themselves worthy
to claim the Covenant love of God. Covenant love is that love which is born of mutual respect.
Mother love is generously bestowed upon those who have not yet come to terms with
the responsibilities of life.
This mother love is evidenced by His great goodness to His Covenant People. These goodnesses
are according to His compassion and the multitude of His mercies. Compassion is a strong
feeling of sympathy generated by affection. It is what we mean when we say, "My heart goes
out to so and so." It comes from the heart and motivates one to action .
The prophet then makes mention of the Lord's most fundamental attitude toward His People.
It is remarkable.
Surely they are My People, children that will not lie (deal falsely).
The fact that God looks upon us in this fashion considering how we conduct ourselves is
extraordinary. We find it gratifying that He would have us to be His People. But how,
considering our history, and we are less honest about ours than Judah, can He think
that we will not deal falsely? And yet this is the way in which He regards us.
Num. 23:21: He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob,
neither hath He seen perverseness in Israel.
He said this to a People who had already provoked Him ten times, and twice in the matter
of the gold calf, and in the refusal to go up to the Land of Inheritance, to the point that He
would have destroyed them had it not been for the intercession of Moses.
lCor. 13:4, 5, 7: Charity... thinketh no evil...believeth all things, hopeth all things...
This is how the Lord sees us. He is the embodiment of this love that Paul is describing.
He sees what we are and what we can become under His tutelage and so He has undertaken
to be our Savior in order that that which He sees in us, that we ourselves cannot see,
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might be brought forward to a fullness.
Gen. 18:18: For I know [Abraham], that he will command his children, and his household
after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment,
that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which He has spoken of him.
Imagine! He really thinks that this is going to happen. We know better. But we are wrong
and the Lord and his prophet are right. We need to have our eyes opened, as Isaiah did
in the sixth chapter, to the humility which will allow us to utterly rely upon Him.
We tend to think of God as far away up there, somewhat divorced from our life and experience
other than as an interested observer. This is not so. He is with us in midst of life here on earth.
In Israel He moved into the Camp and had His own Tent (Ex. 40). Later He had His own House
in Jerusalem (lK. 8). What was a part of their experience was a part of His experience also.
In Christ we have a Covenant in which He enters into our souls and into our experience.
John 16:18: And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He
may abide with you forever; even the Spirit of Truth; whom the world cannot receive,
because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him; but ye know Him; for He dwelleth
with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you comfortless; I will come to you.
Gal. 2:20: I am Crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth
in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God,
who loved me, and gave Himself for me.
Heb. 4:15: For we have not a high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling
of our infirmities; but was on all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
He knows all of our affliction, our hopes, our dreams, our fears, our sense of failure,
our desperation, our guilt, etc.
The Angel of His Presence.
Ex. 14: 19, 24: And the Angel of God, which went before the Camp oflsrael, removed
and went behind them; and the Pillar of the Cloud went from before their face,
and stood behind them;
And it came to pass, that in the morning watch the Lord looked unto the host
of the Egyptians through the Pillar of Fire and of the Cloud, and troubled the host
of the Egyptians.
This Angel is Christ. The Pillar of Fire is a manifestation of God the Father; the Pillar
of the Cloud is a manifestation of God the Son.

63:10 Isaiah then refers to their rebellion and how they grieved the Holy Spirit. The gold calf;
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the refusal to go up to the Land of Inheritance; the continual forays into idolatry.
And so the Lord turned against them and delivered them up to their enemies.
63:11-14 Then He remembered the days of old, Moses. The Lord does not abandon
His People forever. He is waiting for them to remember Him.
His People repent and remember the old days and begin to call upon Him in their distress. They
recalled the passage through the Red Sea and through the Jordan. They recall the investiture of
the Holy Spirit. They recall how He brought them to the Land of their Inheritance and the
promised rest from their enemies. In those days the Lord made Himself a glorious Name.
Now the prophet beseeches Him to look from Heaven and see what has happened to His Land,
to His People and to the House in which He dwelt in their midst. He asks, "Where is that zeal
and strength which was formerly manifested; where is the compassion and mercy?
Are they to be held back?"
Ex. 2:24: And God heard their groaning, and God remembered His Covenant
with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.
Ex. 32:13: Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Thy servants, to whom Thou swearest
by Thine own self, and saidst unto them, I will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven,
and all this Land that I have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they shall
inherit it forever.
63:15-16 The prophet wants the Lord to recognize Himself as their Father,
even if the Patriarchs do not recognize their children.
The Patriarchs may be ashamed to own up to them as their children.
This speaks to the Gentiles who have come into the Covenant and who cannot
in the physical sense claim descent from the Patriarchs. This is a prayer for our day.
Gen. 35: 11: And God said unto [Jacob, now Israel], I am God Almighty; be fruitful
and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall be of thee, and kings shall come
out of thy loins.
The word "company" is translated from "qahal' which means "assembly of those called
together." It is the Hebrew word for "church." This Covenant promise says
that a Gentile Church shall come from Jacob.
He is our Father and our Redeemer; His Name is an eternal one.
63:17-19 The question is, Why does the Lord, who knows our weaknesses, who knows
our tendencies, who knows how to deliver, why has He allowed us to get into this mess?
Why didn't He do something to stop us? Surely He was able. This is a common enough query,
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and one that has, no doubt, been asked by everyone at one time or another. It is a question
that probably does not have a final answer. In truth it is not really a question at all.
It is a cry of agony from those of us who have opened our eyes to see the unhealthiness
of our condition. In our heart of hearts we know the answer. Isaiah knew the answer.
His whole prophecy deals with the thing.
Part of the answer lies in the Lord's plan, which included withholding information
until the right time. Part of the answer is in the gift of agency, free will, and our use of it.
Mostly the answer lies in our choices, the priorities we have set for our lives, and our own
waywardness. The Lord will do a great deal for us, but He will not compel us. He will give
direction and counsel, but He will not do our job for us. We must bear up under the
responsibilities of our lives, and if we have chosen foolishly, well then, we must suffer
the consequences. In the end it has to do with maturity. If He does not allow us to pursue
our own course then we will never learn, we will never grow up. He is not interested in having
a Kingdom of infants that need to be constantly coddled, carried, and led around by the hand.
We need to be allowed to find out the fruition of our choices and hopefully realize the futility
of abandoning Him. Sometimes it takes a while. And a lot of grief.
The prophet pleads with the Lord to turn around and come back to His People. He pleads the
desperate condition they are in. He pleads on the basis that the tribes of Israel are the heritage
of the Lord. They belong to Him. They are His special creation, His particular People,
His treasure. This is Covenant language going back to the nineteenth chapter of Exodus,
and before that to the Covenant made with the Patriarchs. Israel exists because of the Lord.
They did not invent themselves.
The Sanctuary of the Lord was possessed by His "holy" People for a brief period of time.
But now it has been overrun by the enemy, a non-Covenanted people. They have no respect
for its holiness and treat it as though it were common goods. Compare this situation
to that described in Section ninety-eight, paragraph six of the Doctrine and Covenants.
The inheritance is in the hands of strangers and the heritage is scattered to the winds.
We belong to You. This is not true of these others. You never had a Covenant relationship
with them. You have not been their King. They are not called by Your Name. They have
no proper legal rights here. How long will You allow this condition to prevail?

ISAIAH 64
64:1-3 The prophet calls out for the Lord to come down as He had done in the Exodus
and on Mount Sinai. He is not looking for a nice little visual pleasantry, but for a volatile,
heaven rending, mountain quaking visitation which shall cause the nations to tremble
at His Presence and that will make His Name known to His adversaries. He is calling
for the Sixth Seal manifestation.
In the Exodus and at the Mountain, the Lord had done extraordinary things that no one had
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anticipated or imagined. The prophet is looking for this kind of thing again.
The prophet is a figure of the Covenant People of the last days, of a time when they will surely
be consumed with the fearfulness of their situation. They will, in like manner, calJ for the
coming of the Lord.
64:4-5 From the beginning of time no one has ever heard or understood or imagined what it is
that the Lord is doing. No one knows why He created in the first place. No one knows what His
ultimate purpose and goal is. Almost all revelation has to do with this present life. Only a bit of
information is given concerning the millennial period, and of what comes after that nothing at all
is known. What comes after the Final Judgment? To what degree will it resemble this present
life? What bearing has this life on that? What will we be like? What will the new Heavens and
Earth be like? Why does the Lord act the way that He does? Some of His activity seems to be
so round about-to what end?
We can guess, but only feebly, at the answers to these and a dozen more questions. It is
not the Lord's will for us to know these things at this time. Probably we could not begin
to comprehend the answer if it were given.
D&C 22:20-21: And it came to pass, that Moses called upon God, saying,
Tell me, I pray Thee, why these things are so?
And the Lord God said unto Moses, For Mine own purpose
have I made these things. Here is wisdom, and it remaineth in Me.
This is polite way of telling Moses that it's none of his business. But probably Moses would
not have understood either. Notice that He says, "It remaineth in Me." The truth of the matter
is, in all likelihood, that understanding only comes to those who have entered into Him.
And it will not be imparted to those who are still in the Day of Probation.
Whatever it is, it is prepared for those who wait for Him. It is not prepared for those
who don't wait for Him. It is not prepared for those who get tired of waiting and go find some
other more compatible god. It is not prepared for those who decide that they understand enough
and run ahead of the Lord. He happens to be the only One who knows the game. It behooves us
to wait for Him to call the shots and tell us what do to. In our ignorance we could do the wrong
thing and mess things up. Not for Him, but perhaps for us and for others with whom we
have influence.
The Lord meets those who work righteousness, those who remember Him in the ways
that He has appointed, who have waited for Him and found out His ways and then pursued them.
They receive the joy that He has to give and they find joy in the ways that He appoints to them.
For these People there is a continual daily advancement to the fullness of salvation,
the complete redemption of their souls.
64:6-7 Problem. We have sinned. So the Lord becomes angry. And we are unclean. Like
corpses, like vermin, like leprosy. So we don't experience these things. And our righteous acts
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are just plain nasty. The problem is that all of our activities are influenced by our self-interest.
This taints everything. When we do those things which He initiates in us and do them in the
Spirit of His love they may still have that self-interest, but His Blood sanctifies them. Otherwise
we end up being like leaves that wither, drop from the tree, and are carried off by the wind.
This does not means verbiage. It means that kind of hear- searching, seeking for the Lord, that
transforms our souls in His Presence. We are too casual and easy going. Too often our prayers
are not those seeking a deeper relationship with Him; they are of the begging type in which we
are looking for a blessing and promise with no strings attached. "Lets all pray for my Uncle
Moe; his big toe is kind of so'e." We are not trying to get a good grip on the Lord. We are only
trying to get something out of Him. This kind of thing will only drive Him farther into hiding.
64:8 God is the Father. He is the One in charge. He is the Head of the Family. He is the Potter.
We are only clay, to be molded at His will. We are what He has made us to be. He created us.
He created Israel. He created the Church. Make us and remake us until we are what You want.
Remember, we are Your children.
64:9-12 Don't be excessively angry with Your children. Don't remember our iniquity forever.
Look at us. Look at our condition. Remember that we are Your People.
Look at Your holy cities: Zion and Jerusalem; they are a mess. They are overrun with crime,
corruption, vanities, filthiness and vice, and there is hardly any room for you anymore.
See what has happened to the Sanctuary, the place where our parents and grandparents
were accustomed to worship You.
Infallible Proofs, pg. 177: Given through J. Luff, 1906: For behold, houses have been
builded unto Me and have been nevertheless, reserved for pleasures which do not enrich
the soul. Altars have been dedicated unto Me and have been shared with other gods.
The mammon of this world has been sought by guile and oppression and unseemly desire
by some, and because a portion thereof has been given as a tithe or an offering unto Me,
it hath been imagined that I will wink at these things; some have declared themselves
separated unto Me and I have chosen them out of the world and made them to be agents
unto Me; but they have sought out other shrines and made covenant in secret places
in which I have no delight.
When You consider these things, will You continue to refrain Yourself? Will You continue to not
speak to us? Will You continue to punish us beyond measure? Will it not come to an end?

ISAIAH 65
This is the Lord's answer to Isaiah.
65:1 The Lord is found by those who seek Him. He gives to those who ask of Him.
He is not found by those who don't seek, who don't ask.
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This is a rebuke of His Covenant People. They of all people ought to be seeking and asking.
But all too often they do not. The Lord has reached out continuously to His People and yet
has received no significant response.
65:2 Therefore He sends His Servant to a nation that is not called after His Name. Gentiles.
The Pentecostal/Charismatics. Others.
65:2-6 The Lord has waited with open arms for His Covenant People. But they do not walk
in His ways. They walk in their own instead. They have a better idea.
They constantly provoke Him to anger.
The gardens are fertility rites and sexual worship. The altars of brick are worship of human
design and purpose. Compare Ex. 20:24-25 and John 4:24-26. The earth and the _u_nhewn stone
represent that which the Lord has provided of His Spirit, sacraments, ordinances and instructions
concerning worship. Brick and cut stone represents the provision and design of human beings.
It is worship of God according to our desire. Altogether too often our worship is according to
rote behavior following the easy path. In the early Restoration a conference was held to instruct
the elders in the ancient order of the conduct of meetings (Ch. Hist. 1 :220). Today we are not
even sure what was taught at that conference. Our services simply imitate those of other
Christian denominations. The Lord has given ample instruction on how to conduct
our worship services, but this instruction is generally ignored.
The monuments are tombs. The Covenant People ought to be People of Life. Much of the
Christian life of the Restoration is simply borrowed from other disciplines. Living in the tombs
and among the graves is living in the past. We glory in that which was done by our ancestors,
our forebears. We look backwards rather than forwards. We speak of that which was done
yesterday and accomplish little today. In the past the Church did not achieve its God-given goal.
There is no Kingdom. We cannot bear witness to the world of the power of the Fullness
of the Gospel to accomplish, to achieve. We must admit that for all of our talk, we have
not come up to the standards and callings of God. And yet we idolize the past.
We indulge in the unclean things of the world, of our society, our social environment.
We have not become a separated People able to live and do, as the Lord requires. We are not
a distinctly different People.
This is self-righteousness, a pride begotten of the gifts that the Lord has given us. Although we
have not made use of these gifts, we imagine that our possession of them makes us better than
other people. We speak ill of other Christians, disparaging the things that they do, even though
they, with the comparative little that they have, tend to do better than we in their ministries.
This kind of thinking was prevalent in the days of Jesus. He astounded His disciples when He
spent some time with a Samaritan woman. The Jews considered the Samaritans to be so far
beneath them that one sage said, "It is better to eat swine flesh than to share a table with a
Samaritan." When the Lord wanted Peter to go to Cornelius He had to show him the vision of
221

the sheet three times to get through to him. Proper Jews did not eat with Gentiles. Up to that
time Peter thought that God was a respecter of persons-Jews over Gentiles. The Jews suffered
from the Chosen People syndrome. Today many of the Restoration suffer the same way. It can
be difficult to witness to people who can sense the air of superiority which exists among us.
The Lord calls this a smoke in His nose.
He says that He will bring recompense to our bosom. We are going to get back just what we
have given out. All of the sins of the Restoration, from the first, are going to pile up on us and
we are going to pay for them. This is because we do not confess our sins and repent of them.

65:8-10 All of this does not mean that the Lord is going to abandon the Restoration. He will not.
Within the Restoration is a blessing, the wine which is in the cluster of grapes. But to get
the wine, the grapes must be crushed. When the grapes are crushed, the wine and the seeds
are preserved. The pulp is thrown away. This is what is going to happen to all of the
Covenant People in the last day.
The difference between the wine and the pulp is the same difference as that between the wise
and foolish virgins.
Out of Jacob, a Covenant People who are not abiding the Covenant, there will come seed.
The Lamanites are going to be raised up, and with them will be the faithful of the Restoration.
But it will not be an easy matter. Major changes are going to have to take place.
There will also be seed of Judah. Today this can be seen in the large numbers of Jews who
are beginning to receive Jesus as the Messiah of Israel.
Together these two Covenant Peoples are going to transform Christianity, including the
Restoration. The Elect of God will inherit the Kingdom. His servants will dwell there.
Sharon is one of the most fertile regions of Israel. If it is transformed into pasture land that
is a major change indeed. The valley of Achor is also going to be great pastureland. Achor
means "trouble." In the days of Joshua the Israelites attempted to take a small city called Ai.
They failed. The reason was that there was sin in the Camp. Someone, a certain Achan, had
stolen things devoted to the Lord from the plunder at Jericho. Achan and his whole family were
destroyed out of Israel. They were buried and the place of their burial was called Achor, Trouble.
Only then could the Israelites continue their successful campaign in the Land of Inheritance.
Only after the Church has gone through defeat and faced up to its problems honestly
will it be able to continue on to the Kingdom. On the other side of the Trouble there
will be pastureland for the Flock of God. When Israel took the city of Ai they also took
the city of Bethel. Bethel means "House of God."

65:11-12 The Holy Mountain is the place of the Temple. It is also Zion. To forget Zion
is equated with forgetting the Lord.
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Instead of the Lord they are involved with "Troop" and "Number." Actually these are two gods
that we would refer to as Luck and Fate. These were very popular gods and there are early
Christian writings that specifically mention them as particularly pernicious. To follow these
gods is to deny both the authority of the Lord and one's God-given free will. The one was
conceived of as having the power to tip things toward or against one's favor. The other has
to do with the idea that one's destiny is already prepared.
"Number" or Fate was conceived of as determining one's life span. Therefore the Lord will
number them. He will determine their fate. Things will not be left to Fortune. The Lord will
show His mastery.
This has become almost a litany of the Lord.
I call. You don't answer.
I speak. You don't hear.
You do evil in My Presence.
You choose what I do not delight in.
He keeps calling His Covenant People to the Covenant and to the Mountain of God and gets
no response. He keeps giving instructions, commandments, counsels, warnings, and no one is
listening. Then they go right into His places of worship and service and use His Name for things
that are not proper. And they choose ideas, things, entertainments, ministries, and other activities
and occupations that give the Lord no pleasure .
His Covenant People were created by Him to do things for Him, to accomplish His will and great
things in the earth. But they are too busy with other matters to be concerned about the things
which are close to His heart and which fulfill their purpose. We don't even know what that
purpose is, but we suppose that the mundane things of this world are of greater worth and of a
more pressing nature than His things. We are very much interested in doing that which will
please the Lord. We just want to do it tomorrow after we are done with this thing today.

65:13-16 The faithful servants of the Lord shall have all good things, but the false servants shall
be deprived. The faithful servants of the Lord shall have a fullness of joy, but the false servants
shall have shame and sorrow and vexation.
Matt. 22: 13-14: Then said the king unto his servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take
and cast him away into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. For
many are called, but few are chosen; wherefore all do not have on the wedding garment.
Matt. 18:33-34: And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he
should pay all that was due unto him. So likewise shall My Heavenly Father do also unto
you, if ye from your hearts forgive not everyone his brother their trespasses.
Matt. 13:43: And they shall gather out of His Kingdom all things that offend, and them
which do iniquity, and shall cast them out among the wicked; and there shall be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.
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Luke 12:54-57: But the evil servant is he who is not found watching, and if that servant
is not found watching, he will say in his heart, My Lord delayeth His corning� and shall
begin to beat the menservants, and the maidens, and to eat, and drink, and to be drunken.
The Lord of that servant will come in a day he looketh not for, and at an hour when he is
not aware, and will cut him down, and will appoint him his portion with the unbelievers.
And that servant who knew his Lord's will, and prepared not for his Lord's coming,
neither did according to His will, shall be beaten with many stripes. But he that knew not
his Lord's will, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few.
The Lord will slay these unfaithful servants and their name will be used as a curse by the Chosen
of the Lord.
And the Chosen will be given a different name.
Afterwards everyone on earth will bless themselves by the God of Truth (Heb. = Amen; compare
Rev. 3:14). And everyone who takes an oath will do so by the God of Truth. This shall be
because all the bad things of the former life shall be forgotten. They will be forgotten because
the Lord no longer sees them. Whatever the Lord does not see is not there.
65:17-19 The New Heavens and Earth. The conventional wisdom, based on the Revelation
given to John on Patmos, is that this comes after the Final Judgment. In the prophets, and to
some degree in the New Testament, that which we call the Millennial Kingdom and the Eternal
Kingdom, which comes afterwards, are mingled. This may be that the clarity of the prophetic
vision in this matter was not yet complete, being reserved for John. It may be that it falls
into the same category as those prophecies which mingle the first and second comings of the
Lord Jesus Christ. It may be that there are aspects of the Millennial Kingdom that are such that
the renewing of that period shall be a foretaste of the New Creation. It may be that
the New Creation is more gradual than we suppose and proceeds through the millennial time.
D&C 98:5: Behold, it is My will, that all they who call on My Name ... should gather and
stand in holy places, and prepare for the revelation ... when the veil...shall be taken
off...and every corruptible thing ... shall be consumed; and also, that of element shall melt
with fervent heat; and all things shall become new, that My knowledge and glory may
dwell upon all the earth.
This would indicate that this takes place at or near the beginning of the Millennium.
This New Creation will so thoroughly grasp the mind and spirit that all that went before will
Pass from memory. It is true that many who have been reborn, particularly after a few years of
living with the Lord, can say that the former life and lifestyle seems like a memory of someone
else. This will be enhanced in the New Creation.
The New Creation will be an utterly and inexpressibly joyful experience.
The New Jerusalem will be joy itself, as will her inhabitants.
The Lord will be filled with rejoicing in His City and People.
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65:20 No more infant death. Everyone shall live a full life, a hundred years.
D&C 98:5: In that day an infant shall not die until he is old, and his life shall be as the
age of a tree, and when he dies he shall not sleep (that is to say in the earth), but shall be
changed in the twinkling of an eye, and shall be caught up, and his rest shall be glorious.
This would indicate that in the Millennium there will be many who have not died, have not been
raptured, have not been transfigured, or anything else. They will continue in their present state.
And they will have children. These will include those non-believers who are accommodated by
the Blood of Jesus due to ignorance (Mos. 1: 107). The children born to these people shall enjoy
the blessings of the Kingdom and in the fullness of life enter into the resurrection. Those who
continue in their present state in the early years of the Millennium shall not die but come to a full
age and then be transfigured. On the other hand there may be those who, being alive at the glory
of the Lord, will never commit themselves to the Lord.
The sinner, living to be a hundred years old, shall be accursed. This means death and
confinement in Sheol, reserved to the second resurrection. Daniel mentions that the beasts,
not the terrible one, shall continue for a season and time (7: 12). They may fall into this category.
65:21-23 In the Kingdom people will enjoy the fruit of their labor. They won't work only to
have the results siphoned off to support someone else. There will be no slave labor of any sort.
The life of a tree. A long time. This means that a person will not work all of his life
and then die and leave it for heirs to enjoy. Compare Eccl. 2:17-19.
65:24 The closeness of the Lord and the intimacy that His People have in the New Creation
is here shown in this remarkable passage.
65:25 This hearkens back to the Peaceable Kingdom passage of chapter eleven.
The serpent is satan. It is also all of his followers. See Mic. 7: 16-17.

ISAIAH 66
66:1-2 The Lord God created and made everything, the whole cosmos. Heaven is His throne
where He sits back at His ease. Earth is His footstool upon which He rests His feet. Whatever
gave human beings the idea that they could fix Him up a House? Or that they could provide Him
with a rest?
A Jewish sage, Moses ben Maimon, said that it was not possible to present more than a negative
theology of God. That is to say it is not possible to truly talk about what or who God is because
he is so overwhelmingly distinct from His Creation that anything we might say would be
woefully inadequate and fall far short of the mark. Therefore, since we cannot say what God is,
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we can only say what God is not. How can we suppose that any theology, or philosophy, or any
other set of concepts could be adequate to "house" God? Or how could we begin to confine God
to one particular organization or program of operation?
The Lord is not opposed to houses of worship, or of temples, or of human constructs, which
enable us to serve and worship Him better. But we ought not to make them out to be more than
they are. Even the Temples which He commands are not be taken as eternal realities. They are
not. What they are, are conveniences and portraits and props for our benefit and instruction.
The Lord has chosen His own abode, one of His own design. It is with that one who is of a
humble and contrite spirit, who trembles at the word of the Lord.
It is not so much things that are done that count with the Lord. It is what kind of a person you
are, why do you do the things that you do, what is your attitude toward God and your fellow
human beings. This is the place that we should build for the Lord.
One of Francis of Assisi's followers came to him weeping one day. In the fellowship
each of the monks took his tum at each chore, including cooking. It seems that the fellow
was a terrible cook and no matter how hard he tried, it came out virtually inedible. In fact
it was so bad that most of the brothers chose his kitchen days for their fastings. Francis asked
him why he was at grief in the matter. The brother said that in the pure love of Christ he wanted
to do his fair share for the love of the brothers and that he was in distress because he did so
poorly for them. Francis told him to continue in his labors and that the Lord who regarded
the heart would richly reward him

66:3-4 This is contrast to the previous verse and the person described. The people described here
choose their own way, not that of the Lord. They prefer abominations. Abominations are any
thing which the Lord finds to be detestable: lying, idolatry, murder, perversion, occultism, pride,
the plotting of evil, sowing discord, oppression of the less fortunate, adultery, thievery, promise
breaking, and all such things. They are abhorrent to the Lord.
For these people worship is worthless and less than worthless. It adds to their sin. Sacrifice
(sacraments) becomes the equivalent of bloodshed; oblations (free will contributions) are wholly
unclean; incense offerings (prayer) is equal to idolatry.
The word rendered "delusions" means wantonness or capriciousness. The Lord will choose the
perversities which they follow (2Thes. 2:11-12). Even this is under the Lord's authority. He will
not allow anyone to be tempted above his or her ability to resist. But he will give to people the
desire of their hearts. He allowed Pharaoh ten occasions to relent and release the People of
Israel. Only his continued obstinacy brought death into his house.
This means that the Lord will not allow anyone to be taken unaware beyond the scope of His
power to deliver.
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Virtually all sin has its roots in fear. Fear of the unknown, of inadequacy, of some lack,
of the past, of the future, of some power, of failure, of something. If someone persists
in their fear, that fear will eventually overcome them. This is what happed to Job (3:25).
Fear is a failure of trust in the Lord. While this might be understandable with others
it is inexcusable in the Covenant People who have the testimony of the word of God,
of many witnesses, and of their own experience.
An evangelist speaking to members of a criminal group broached the subject of sin
and its penalty. They asked if a man who stole bread to feed his starving family was going
to be punished for that.· The evangelist said, no, that that was not the problem. He reminded
them that they were part of a group that relied heavily on trust and the keeping of promises.
He said that the problem was that the man did not trust Jesus to keep His promise
to provide for him and his household. Fear.
The Lord called. They didn't need to be afraid. Ahaz had the testimony of the prophet of God.
But there is no answer. This is the litany again.
66:5-6 The wicked hate the Lord's People and taunt them. They want to see some miracle; they
want to see some demonstration; they want to know why there is evil in the Creation: they want
to know why the Lord hasn't come back yet. They did it to Christ when He was on the Cross.
They will do it to you. Jesus' brothers did it to Him (John 7:1-5).
But the Lord will return. And when He does His faithful shall have great joy, but their enemies,
their taunters will be wishing that they could recover a few words and deeds.
The noise from the City: the joy of the redeemed mingled with the wails of those who are being
cut out from among the Covenant People. The voice from the Temple is the Lord as He brings
the recompense.
66:7-9 Zion is going to be born so quickly that it will amaze everyone. One day they will go to
bed: nothing. The next day they will get up: Zion. This has happened already. One day there
was no state of Israel. The next day there was. One day it will be Zion. The next day it will be
the Kingdom of God on earth. The Lord is not going to go through all this trouble to just quit at
the last moment. He is not going to decide that the whole thing was just a nice pipe dream, but
not really feasible. He will go through with it.
People do not understand. Jesus is the embodiment of God in flesh. The Church is called
to be the embodiment of Jesus on earth. Jesus fulfilled His mission and ministry. In doing so
He became the means by which human beings may be saved from the Fall. Zion, when it has
fulfilled herself, will be the means of bringing a social salvation to whole societies.
But only if she becomes the embodiment of her Lord, the embodiment of His celestial law.
66:10-11 This is spoken to all of the Covenant People. But it speaks particularly to those who
are still touched by the Christian sin of anti-Semitism. It is those who rejoice with her that shall
enjoy the abundance of her blessing and intimacy.
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66:12-14 Jerusalem shall receive Peace from the Lord. The glory of the Gentiles (everything
that we prosper at) shall flow to her. And the Gentiles shall know their mother and rejoice in her.
All too often the Christian world forgets that it was Jewish before it was Gentile. Paul warned
against this in his notice of the Olive Tree in the eleventh chapter of Romans. How much notice
of this is seen in that when a Jew becomes a Christian today the Gentile Church does its best,
generally successfully, to foist its Gentile-ism on to the convert. We tend to think that they are
joining us. Not so! We are joining them. See Eph. 2:11-16.
The Gentile Church, of which the Restoration is a part, is not going to flourish until we recognize
that Israel has the pre-eminence in all things. Part of the job of the Gentile Church is to make
the House of Israel jealous. That will only happen if they see that our God is their God and that
we are getting greater benefit from their things. People are only jealous of what they perceive
to be theirs. If the Jews cannot see that Christianity is Jewish, they will not be interested.
66:15-17 In the eighth chapter of Ezekiel there is a truly nasty picture of the Temple of God at
Jerusalem. He was made to see the secret perversions of the worship of the inhabitants of that
city. The ninth chapter gives their judgment. Their sealing (Eze. 92) should be compared with
the sealing of the Elect in the Revelation given to John.
The garden is a place of idolatrous worship.
The word tree is not in the Hebrew. It is talking about being behind an idol, a false god,
or behind an idolatrous teacher.
These people imagine that others cannot see them. The Lord does. They also think
that they are sanctifying themselves. But they are not. He will come and pour out His anger
on these false worshippers.
66:18-20 The Lord is going to gather the nations and they will suffer His judgments.
But they will also witness the shame, the purging of the Covenant People. Then those
of them who survive will return to their homes and their own people and tell what they saw.
Then they will begin to earnestly gather up the Remnants of Israel and restore them
to their rightful place.
It shall be an offering brought to the House of the Lord.
66:21-22 Those who are gathered shall become priests and Levites in the service
of the Lord. Both the Name of Israel and her children will remain eternally.
66:23-24 All people shall come to the Lord to worship Him from one holy day to another.
There are a lot of these in the Lord's calendar.
While there they will go out to see the remains of the wicked who have been cast into the fire.
They will see the fate of transgression against the Lord.
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The Divisions of Isaiah and the Seven Seals
The First Seal: The White Horse and Rider.
This is the going forth of Spirit-empowered Preachers.
They will bring forth the greatest revival in the Church/Christianity in the history of the world.
It will be the preaching of the Gospel of the Kingdom.
Their ministry shall sufficiently purify the Church, that Evangelism will undergo
a manifold increase.
At this same time the Two Witnesses shall begin their ministry.
During this same time the antichrist will begin building his power base.
Isa. 2-5:
The call to the Kingdom.
The indictment of the People of God.
The glory of Zion shall come after the purging.
The parable of the vineyard.
The beginning of woes.
This will be a time in which the Church begins to be called to account for her sins.
This Revival may be sparked by the testimony of the Book ofMormon. It may be connected
with the Larnanites. Christians will begin to see the vision of the Kingdom of God on earth.
The woes are the voice of warning.
The Second Seal: The Red Horse and Rider.
This is war.
The 144,000 will begin to respond to the ministry of the Witnesses.
Isa. 6-10:
Holiness revealed.
War between Covenant Peoples.
The testimonies of the virgin and Child.
The lack of faith of the Covenant Peoples is exposed.
To the Law and to the Testimony. This is the Book of Mormon.
Assyria will become a threat.
Christianity will begin to divide. This will probably be due to the testimony
of the Book of Mormon. It will become the Standard of Truth. Nations will be infested
with the spirit of war. This will be perceived as a threat to the Covenant People.
Significant signs and testimonies of the Kingdom will be given. The major task
will be the cultivation of faith.

229

The Third Seal: The Black Horse and Rider.
Famine.
Hurt not the oil and wine. These are both signs of the Spirit.
The Trumpets are told not to sound until the servants of God are sealed.
The 144,000.
Isa. 11-21:
The Branch from Jesse.
A vision of the Peaceable Kingdom.
The Ensign for the gathering of the Remnant of Israel.
The Ensign for the gathering of the Gentiles. The beginning of unity.
A vision of the rejoicing of Zion.
The judgment of Babylon.
The judgment of the nations.
The Fall of Babylon is announced.
The sealed are the core of Zion. No punishments from the Lord will begin until they are pre
pared. Famine shall increase the �tress of the nations. The antichrist will begin his move for
power. Stress will also begin to bring defections among the Covenant People. The Revival will
be purged.
The Fourth Seal: The Pale Horse and Rider:
Death and Hell.
Power to kill one fourth of the inhabitants of the earth.
The war in Heaven. Michael casts the dragon into the earth.
The sounding of the Fifth Trumpet. Locust and the king of the Pit.
The Two Witnesses are killed.
Isa. 22-24:
The Valley of Vision.
The judgment of Tyre.
Chaos.
The antichrist shall be possessed of the devil. He will kill the Witnesses. Demonic influences
will increase. The balance of the Covenant People are still not ready. The strains of the wars and
of famine will bring economic collapse. Epidemics and pestilence will sweep the earth. Apos
tasy will be increasing in the Church. The false prophet and false church will deceive many.
Isa. 25-27: Great encouragements will be given to the faithful at this time to enable them
to endure that which is come upon them.
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The Fifth Seal: The Martyrs under the Altar.
These are those killed in the antichrist wars and persecutions.
Other multitudes are seen. They also have gone through tribulation.
The 144,000 on Mount Zion.
Isa. 28-35:
The judgment of Ephraim, the Restoration.
The judgment of the State of Israel.
The assault on the Covenant Peoples. This is for purging.
The Sealed Portion of the Book of Mormon.
Rebuke of the lack of faith of the Covenant People.
The Redemption of the Lord and the Kingdom.
Intense purging of the Covenant Peoples will begin. There will be terrible persecutions of both
Christians and Jews. War will come against them. Zion shall be firmly established. The Sealed
portion shall come forth. Christ may personally take charge at this time.

The Sixth Seal: The Heavens are Scrolled.
They shall go into rocks and throw away idols.
The Face of the Lamb will be revealed.
Isa. 36-39:
The great assault of the nations against the Cities of God.
The Faith of the Covenant People. Their prayer to the Lord.
The power of His deliverance.
Babylon is still coming.
The punishment of the nations. The Son of Man is revealed. The final purging of the Covenant
People takes place. All that is left is Christ and antichrist.
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The Seventh Seal: The Glory Revelation of Christ and the destruction of antichrist.
The establishment of the Kingdom and the Millennium begins.
Isa. 40-66:
40-45: Hardcore preparation of the Covenant People.
God, the Creator is coming.
The nations are nothing.
God will intervene on behalf of His Covenant People.
Israel will be redeemed.
They are His witnesses.
Redemption will be by grace.
God will be glorified in Israel.
Idolatry is exposed.
There will be Gentiles in the Kingdom.
46-47: Concerning Babylon.
Their gods will fail.
The "queen" will be reduced to squalor.
48-49: The call of the whole House of Israel.
50-55: The Redemption of Israel in great glory.
They must repent.
The Lord is King.
The Great Servant.
The consolation of Israel.
The abundance of grace.
56-58: What God requires.
Promises concerning those not now a part of the Covenant.
Grace is available for the repentant.
Fasting and Sabbath
59-63:6: Redemption.
The coming glory of the Lord.
The Gospel of salvation.
The Messianic People.
The year of Redemption.
63:7-66: The finality.
The prayer of the Covenant People.
The Lord's response: judgment and salvation.
Sanctification and the birth of the Kingdom.
The Lord ruling.
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