The Council of the City of Liebenthal met in public hearing in the city building at 6:00 p.m. on March 9, 2026.  Presiding was Mayor Darrell Warner, council members present were Barb Matal, Renee Legleiter, Stephanie Schmidt-Koerner, William Stark, Kathy Herrman, Clerk Beverly Stark, Water/Wastewater and Maintenance Operator Kelly Koerner.  Also present were Golden Belt Telephone representatives to discuss the fiber optic installation. No residents were present.
The Golden Belt representatives reported that co-ax internet will be updated to a fiber optic network later this spring and will be installed from LaCrosse north to Liebenthal.  It will require at least two months to complete.  Golden Belt will be sending letters to all residents this week, explaining the fiber project, inquiring presence or absence of buried cables, conduit, etc.  All residents will be contacted by Amrein’s Construction before digging.  All current Golden Belt customers will have to be on the fiber optic network, and all coaxial service will be converted to fiber optic.  The representatives want all to know that the fiber optic system will be able to do anything the co-ax system can do.  Prices will not go up for service at Golden Belt, the internet will stay the same only faster, the current wireless routers will most likely work with this system. If residents have questions, they are asked to call or email Golden Belt Telephone at customerservice@gbtlive.com, or by calling 785.372.4236, or by stopping by the Rush Center Store located at 103 Lincoln St., Rush Center, KS.
Minutes from the meeting held February 9, 2026, were read.  Bill Stark moved to approve the minutes as read, Barb Matal seconded, the vote was unanimous, motion passed.
Clerk’s Comments:  The city has changed it’s accounting software from QuickBooks to Xero.  The System for Award Management (SAM) has been updated and renewed, the 2025 Water Use Report is submitted, and the city received notice of continuing efforts to place St. Joseph’s Church, School and Rectory on the National Registry of Historic Kansas Places.  
Old Business:  Kelly Koerner updated the council on the function of Well 2 since replacement. Well 2 is working well, as are the other two wells.  The potential car lot on East 4th St. was discussed.  Kathy Herrman noted that changing water direction or an established waterway was illegal, and suggested the purchaser speak with Rush County Road Department. 
New Business:  Mayor Warner asked if we have had any further notice for the Meter and RO unit replacement project.  There have been no updates.  
City Utilities and Maintenance Updates:  The sewer lift station is working well.  The water testing has been completed with results received for the fluoride level testing done on 5th Street and adjacent areas: all sites are within acceptable state requirements.  The monthly coliform tests reported a lack of any coliforms in the water system.  
Calendar / City Events:  Renee Legleiter reported that the Jubilation Festival for St. Joseph Parish will be July 18, the Fall Fest will be Sept. 19, 2026. 
Approval and Payment of Bills:  Bill Stark moved to pay the bills as presented, Stephanie Schmidt-Koerner seconded, the vote was unanimous, the motion carried.  The next meeting is April 13, 2026, in the city building.  Renee Legleiter moved to adjourned the meeting, Stephanie Schmidt-Koerner seconded, the vote was unanimous, the motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 6:59 p.m.
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