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Meet A Mem

Rob Vollers

NJTA Fall Fun Run, Saturday
Oct 10, 2015. See details on
page 20 in the events section
Monday October 12th NJTA
members are invited to join
member Gino Sambuco
when he plays at Carnegie
Hall in NYC. He is part of the
Senior Concert Orchestra of
NY. Gino is a retired Philharmonic violinist. See details in
the events section of this
newsletter.
October 24th through the
25th will be an NJTA sponsored overnight run event. It
will feature the use of member Steve Bodenweiser’s garage. He will open it up along
with the use of lifts for inspection of your car and simple mechanical procedures.
There will also be an opportunity to tour the Yuengling
brewery as an alternative.
See details in the events portion of this newsletter.
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Mission
NJTA has been established for the enjoyment and
preservation of the Triumph automobile. NJTA is
open to all owners of Triumph autos and to those interested in the Triumph brand.

Contact List
Ray Homiski
908-418-2253 : TR3RAY@gmail.com
Cliff Besett
718-442-1756 : Cliffwizard@aol.com
Ken Blair
973-625-5469 : GT6Ken@gmail.com
Ron Weinger
908-575-7064 : sheron@worldnet.att.net
Lillian Blair
Debra Lipp
freyacrue@aol.com
Glenn Schwenker
Gschwenker@verizon.net
Peter Nelson
Eric Boehm
Art Wildman
awildman1@verizon.net
Ray Homiski
908-418-2253 : TR3RAY@gmail.com
Joe Ientile
njtriumphassociation@yahoo.com

Allen Rosenberg 732-742-4642
Steve Bodenweiser 610-207-7651

The New Jersey Triumph Association is a local chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register, the Triumph
Sports Owners Association and the Triumph Register
of America.
Membership dues are $25 for the first year’s registration which includes the official NJTA club pin. Renewal membership dues are $20 annually thereafter.
Dues are to be submitted by April of each year. This
entitles you to participate in all club activities, meetings and elections. You will also receive the Club
newsletter, The Coventry Chronicle, in which you are
able to post free classified ads for a run of three
months. You can find the membership form on the
last page of this newsletter.
The Coventry Chronicle is the official publication of
the New Jersey Triumph Association and is published
monthly.
Technical material is provided for reference only and
should be utilized advisedly.
Opinions expressed are those of the
contributors or correspondents and
are not those of the New Jersey Triumph Association,
its members or its officers or advisors.
Visit us at our web site
www.njtriumphs.org
Please submit articles, letters and information to the
Coventry Chronicle Editor
Ray Homiski
P.O. Box 6
Gillette, NJ 07933
e-mail
TR3RAY@gmail.com

President’s Message
By Ray Homiski

Our Election Director this year will be Joe
Ientile so watch for further information from
him.

Well it’s that time again. Every 2
years the New Jersey Triumph Association holds it elections. This is for every
post and they all can be seen in the beginning of this newsletter in the Contact
List section.

Positions Open for Election

We will seek nominations for each
post at our October meeting and hold
our elections early in November. The
results will be announced at our November meeting. The new term will begin on
January 1, 2016.

Treasurer

In order to allow for the most participation for the elections. We will distribute ballots with the nominees names
and a check box to facilitate your voting.

Membership Director

If you have not already, you can
nominate someone for each position
listed and should they accept the nomination, they will appear on the ballot.

Regalia Director

Nominations will close on
11/20/15 so please be prompt with your
selection as late votes will not be counted. I also urge every one of you to consider taking office. It is one of the best
ways to keep the club fresh and vibrant.
I also hope some of our younger members consider holding office. What follows is the positions open for
nomination. Send your nominations to
me via e-mail no later than 10/15/15
TR3RAY@gmail.com
Once nominations are closed on
October 15, you will receive a ballot by
email with instructions on how to vote.

President
Vice President

Secretary
Newsletter Editor

Rally Master

Club Archivist
Events Director
Sponsorship Director
Technology Director
Web Director

Meet A Member
Rob Vollers
In 1976 I was 17 and worked
several part time jobs. One job was
cutting the lawn at a division of Amstar
Corporation in Branchburg NJ. I remember distinctly a 1960 powder blue
TR3A was in the parking lot. I had already been bitten by the TR bug by riding my uncle’s 1964 TR4 in Ft
Lauderdale. Another friend in the area
had an Austin Healey 3000 and I was
awestruck by these cars with knockoff
wheels and overdrives.
I suppose someone in the building saw me checking out the car and he
came outside asked if I wanted to buy
it. He told his story of being transferred
to NJ from Sacramento California and
the company paid to ship out all his
earthly possessions which included this
TR3 and a Harley Davidson Sportster.
He found out that NJ was nothing like
California and after a few weeks told
the company that he wanted to go back
home. Amstar said they needed him
here and there was no job for him in
CA. He promptly quit and planned on
flying out in a few days putting urgency
on selling the car.
This was a rust free California car
that was still in its original powder blue
color certainly not perfect but roadworthy and presentable. I had a friend
check out the car and I closed the deal
at 175.00. I promptly switched my
plates from my 1967 Ford Falcon and
drove the TR to school- a big step up
for a guy in high school. In 1998 I had a

frame off restoration completed and the first
show I took it to was the TRA National
where I received the honor of Best in Show.
Rob Vollers

Editorial & Response
How lucky am I. The other day I
was driving my TR3A on a cool nice
evening. As usual, I got the typical
thumbs up or shout of “Great Car” from
on-lookers. It was then that it struck me.
How lucky I am to own a car that others
wish they could own. That might sound
wrong but here is what I mean.
I may not be rich by monetary measures but still there are many that are
less fortunate than I. Many that would, if
they could, own a classic car like mine. I
see it in the eyes of kids, young adults,
middle aged and even senior women and
men. Many even stop to converse with
me about it when I am parked. Several
reflect on how they once owned one like
it.
As I drive around I begin to really
think about it. There are hundreds, thousands or perhaps millions of people who
don’t know where their next meal is coming from, where they will sleep tonight or
will they be safe.
I, on the other hand, know how all
of these will happen for me tonight and
moreover, I have this great car. Now I
am especially sensitive to kids who look
at my car with that gleam in their eye. I
reflect on my childhood where my family
did not even possess a car.
We got around by hoofing it or by
bus and rarely by cab. In fact my first
steady ride was a 1959 Chevy Impala. It
cost me all of $100 and was worth every
penny. It lasted 3 months but it was
mine.

I used to watch my neighbors in their
cars. I got to know all the makes and models of the day. Ninety eight percent of them
were American Iron, rarely would you see
an import. If you did, it was most likely a
Volkswagen, but I do recall that someone
on my block owned a Sunbeam Alpine.
“Foreign cars” were not trusted. People
avoided them because mechanics were
afraid to work on them, parts were scarce
and expensive and they looked small and
funny. With gas in the .24 cents range, no
one thought about MGP, you bought big
and drove far. Other folks who were either
frugal or just plain poor would buy these
strange little machines to get around.
Many were of college age.
I think that is why I have a soft spot
for kids who ogle my car today. I go out of
my way to allow them take photos while
seated in my car. It somehow makes me
feel good to give, in some small way, the
privilege of experiencing the car up close
and personal without getting yelled at. I
truly look forward to the day when hopefully my grandson picks up where I leave off.

What’s New?
Here is a TR4 that went up on eBay for
$1,750 and sold for less using the “Make
an Offer” process. Although it was listed as
being, all there. Most every part was identified as in Poor Condition.

This beautiful 1949 Triumph 2000 went up
on auction for $15,000 and garnered no
bids. It was described as “Frame off restoration done in 1995. Needs a starter. Otherwise in good running condition.”

This 1959 TR3A looks to be in fantastic
condition. It is up for auction with a Buy It
Now starting at $45,000. I am watching
this one closely as I am always optimistic
to see our great cars do well. Should it
sell, I will report it next month.

By contrast to the one above, here is another TR3A up for auction. This is a 1960
and in a bit of dis-repair. It also has a Buy
It Now price on it. $3,333 will do it or
make an offer. Again I want to see how
this one does.

What’s New?
The link below will show the photos taken
by club members Peter Nelson & Ron
Dubiel & Ron Weinger. This was from
our annual Fallfest show that we run together with the Austin Healey Sports &
Touring club and The Eastern New York
MGA Club. It was run in tandem with the
Summit NJ car show so any non British
cars in this set were not a part of our
show but made for a very nice day for all
participants. Only the British cars in this
set were a part of our show.
Summit Car Show

Member Joe Ientile found this interesting site with listings of “Dead Race
Tracks” it is a site that shows aerial
views of long gone car race tracks.
Dead Race Tracks

Last month member Jean Gagnon
and I responded to a request from a non
member to make an appearance with
our cars to celebrate their parents’ 50th
anniversary. You see the couple in question dated in a Triumph TR3A and they
wanted to do a reenactment of sorts. We
not only attended the party but we had a
great time helping the couple relive their
Triumph moments. Here are some photos of that day.

Historic Bits
This month I will not be doing the
usual Historic Bits because there is
something more important. The Triumph
marque has been dormant now for about
35 years. While the Triumph name has
been frozen in time the people who
made that company function and prosper
during its hay day have been getting older and fewer with each year that passes.

TR7 & TR8 Prototype

More Tony Lee Tributes

I have been informed that a person
who I did not know but was important to
the cars we all know and love to drive
has passed. Tony Lee who was the
Chief Development Engineer at Triumph
has died at 86 years of age. I will attempt, poorly I am sure, to discuss some
of his accomplishments here.
It would seem that the TR series of
cars were under under his tutelage.
Many of us really enjoy these cars and to
learn of someone's passing who had a
hand in their development hits right at
the core of your decision to own the car
that you do. From my viewpoint, the first
reason I purchased my car was because
I saw one, that is, the shape and design
captured my eye and captured it hard.
That means what Tony saw in his head I
saw years later and I think we both connected. Those of you who own the TR7
or TR8 are particularly beholding to Mr.
Lee. You see Mr. Lee had a lot of input in
those cars. In fact he was personally involved in the prototype testing of that
car. Because of its groundbreaking design the car was being protected from
prying competitors eyes by disguising it
in its prototype form. You can see what it
looked like in the following link.

From myself and on behalf of the
entire New Jersey Triumph Association I
would like to extend our condolences to
Tony’s family. We as an organization
would be far less than we are today without Mr, Lee and his leadership.
Ray Homiski
President NJTA

Technical Q & A
I saw an interesting question on
our Facebook page this month. A person
asked if it was possible to substitute a
GT6 bonnet with that of a Spitfire.
Here was the reply...
“Straight swap as long as you are
matching year/MK. For your 1500 you'd
need a MKIII GT6 bonnet.”
Do you agree?
Joseph Lucas and his company
Lucas Electric has been the butt of jokes
for a long time. The Prince of Darkness is
but one of many puns that were foisted
on this company and it products but are
all of these monikers deserved?
Let me give you my perspective on
this issue. First, I come from an electrical
background so I have a bias if not educated view on the subject. I understand
very well how electrical products and
connections work.
Without boring everyone with the
technical aspects of electricity, let me
just tell you that there is one thing that
will assure you that an electrical connection will fail. The technical term is resistance but more commonly known as a
poor connection or circuit. When this
happens you get heat. Heat only makes
the connection or circuit worse so you
get a vicious cycle until the circuit or device fails or burns.
Having tested more electrical circuits in my time than anyone but an

accomplished electrician or electrical engineer, I know what works and what does
not.
Coming from and working within
the industry I can tell you that there are
expensive and cheap products. The difference primarily being quality and quantity of materials. As an example, a
compression or crimp splice will work
better if there is more material than less. I
had to give you that basic understanding
to now tell you how Lucas got a bad rap.
Most English car companies were
really price conscience. To be competitive they needed to keep cost down and
cut corners where they could. This included electrics. They would specify
products that would “work” but not something that would last over time. If you recall our cars were really not designed or
intended to last. They were basically almost disposable cars. As such, companies would not spend a lot of money on
any one item.
Like most of you, I have heard my
share of horror stories about Lucas electrics. I can honestly tell you that I have
not experienced one electrical failure in
my car unless it was my fault. Lucas
electrics are adequate for the job they
were designed for. Will they last forever
without regular maintenance? NO.
In fact, if you ignore the electrics
over time, it will get you. What are some
basic things you can do to make your
electrical systems last? Well, here is
what I did right from the beginning when I
purchased my car.

Technical Q & A
1. I located every ground wire and
checked the terminations to make sure
they were sound, clean and solid. If they
looked a bit suspicious, they were replaced with a good quality termination.
Then I would clean the interface where
the terminal would be mounted. Wire
brush, add an electrical compound and
bolt it tightly with a lock washer. As a
matter of fact, most electrical failures in a
car can be traced to a bad ground connection so that is why I attacked that first.
2. I next removed every bulb I could get
to and checked those sockets again for
sound and solid connections. I replaced
them if necessary or wire brushed all the
contacts again using a compound to seal
the connection from contaminants.
3. Bullet connectors, I again examined
them for a sound connection. I separated
each then wire brushed the male end
and placed compound on it and snapped
it together.
What am I getting at? Electrical
connections need to be clean, sound and
tight to work well. Anything that is loose
or has frayed wiring is a formula for disaster. Now I have mentioned the term “
electrical compound” often so I better explain or define it for you.
An electrical compound is a paste
like substance that has the following
properties. It is typically at its foundation
a high temperature grease with metallic
particles embedded. It possesses the
following properties, it lubricates, seals
out moisture and corrosion, and under

extreme pressure enhances an electrical
connection. This last one has lead to a lot
of confusion.
Lubrication and sealing are the two
most important jobs a good compound
provides. Should it provide enhanced
electrical connections, all the better.
The electrical company I worked for
as first a draftsman then a technician, a
technical adviser and instructor and then
finally manager of the corporate Technical Support Department, provided me
awith n extensive education in electricity
and associated products.

Classifieds
Remember, as a member of the NJTA you are entitled to a free posting on classifieds
for 3 months running. Dig out your garage and send photos, description and contact
information to me at TR3RAY@gmail.com and I will get it listed in the next issue.
Third Posting
I’ve decided to put my 69 TR6 up for
sale. I had two surgeries on my neck a
few years ago and then 10 months almost to the day I was in an accident on
Rt. 80 and fractured a few more vertebrae. I’m not in as bad a shape as it
sounds but my range of motion is very
limited and it’s extremely hard to work
on the car, which was the main reason
for purchasing it. Not including the pain
and difficulty bending to work on it, I’m a
little bit paranoid when I drive it that if I
got into another accident in the 6, I
would be in deep trouble. I’m just explaining my situation so you get the idea
of why I’m selling.
It’s in great shape, it’s an early 1969
TR6, Signal Red, true mileage is a bit of
a guess but the odometer reads 11260.
I’ve gone over all the things within my
ability and the items I felt I couldn’t handle, I’ve had taken care of by Bill Thomas. The seats were rebuilt with new
foam and covers by a local upholstery
shop, I replaced the exhaust with a
stainless steel stock system. I’ve gone
over every electrical connection,
cleaned and replaced any sockets or
connectors that looked even the littlest
bit sketchy and had the speedometer
rebuilt.
I recovered the dash support, replaced the window guides and regulators, installed replacement door crash

pads, and inside and outside window seals
while the doors were apart. I also added a
new audio system. I put on a few things to
make it a little more comfortable for me to
drive like a different steering wheel, 3 point
seat belts and a center armrest. I have all
the original items and haven’t done anything that can’t be easily reversed to bring
it back to original. The only issue is a few
bubbles in the paint near the passenger
door, other than that the paint looks great.
I would like to get $16,000 for it, the car
really has to be seen and driven to appreciate it.
If you know of someone looking for a nice,
very clean 6 and wouldn’t mind passing on
the information that would be great. I’m
attaching a couple pictures and a copy of
the sales advertisement.
Tom Russo
15 William Street
Succasunna, NJ 07876
973-927-4417

Classifieds
Continued
along with original TR3 transmission and
original TR3 engine(TS727101) included.
Located in West Milford, NJ. Asking
$4000.
Contact Terry Begley 973-728-7691

First Posting.

Car has been garaged since 1973
and worked on occasionally. In generally good condition. Engine (from TR4CT5384E) is out and on a stand
(included). Ran fine 30 years ago.
Body has usual weak spots on floors,
inner and outer sills, lower front fenders. Frame is solid. Engine bay redone
and front frame painted with POR-15.
Many new parts included (complete
brake rebuild parts for front calipers,
new rear cylinders and shoes, S/S
braided hoses, rebuild kits for all hydraulics-brake and clutch, suspension
rebuild kit, all new chrome hinges, bumpers, front and rear lettering, floors,
inner/outer sills, front fender repair panels). Two tanks, one in better shape
than the other. Interior original. Seats
were upholstered in the early ‘70s and
need new springs and are not installed.
Original owner converted hydraulics to
TR4 separate master cylinders. Original
curtain frames. 3 extra wheels/tires.
Battery box replaced. TR4 transmission

Regalia

These items all have the club logo emblazoned upon them. We will be doing more in
the area of regalia so keep a sharp eye out for updated information. The Regalia Director Art Wildman (awildman1@verizon.net ) can be contacted should you want to purchase
any of these items.

Item
T -Shirts
Blue

Green

Gray

Polo Shirts
Gray
Red
Black
Blue
Denim Shirt
Blue
Seat Belt Pad
Red
Blue
Patches
Cars Logo
No Cars Logo
Badges
Cars Logo
License Plate
Frame
Owners Log Book

Size

Price

Medium
Large
2X Large
3X Large
Medium
Large
2X Large
Medium
Large
3X Large

$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.00

Medium
Medium
Medium
Medium

$ 28.00
$ 28.00
$ 28.00
$ 28.00

Medium
X Large
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

$ 28.00
$ 28.00
$ 5.00
$ 5.00
$ 1.00
$ 1.00
$ 8.00

–

$ 1.00

–

$ 10.00

Regalia
The NJTA is now selling a new exciting tee shirt. Although it does not have the
NJTA logo it is a very good looking item. We sold about 25 at a recent meeting. That is
good by any measure, so I think we have a hit on our hands. Right now it is available in
three colors. Royal Blue, Navy Blue and Black. The member price is $10 so get yours
now. Order from our Regalia Director Art Wildman (awildman1@verizon.net ).
See example below.

Regalia
The NJTA has another set of new items for our regalia. You can purchase T
shirts & sweats with the new design below. We also have new hats with the TRIUMPH
logo as shown on the previous page shirts. Order from our Regalia Director Art Wildman (awildman1@verizon.net ).
See example below.

Events
Check out the Events section of our web site and this newsletter to be up to date on the latest
gatherings, both club and non-club sponsored. We really like to see new members and cars at our
shows no matter the condition or age of the car. Please try and attend one of the club meetings at the
Chimney Rock Inn in Gillette NJ. It happens each month (Except December) on the 4th Tuesday of
that month and starts at 7:30 PM. It is a great venue, you have dinner, talk cars, watch presentations
and share information about Triumph cars. You don’t need an invitation. Drop in, bring a friend and
enjoy your club and all it has to offer.

The NJTA Fall Fun Run is set for
Saturday, October 10, 2015. This year's
run will include a drive across Warren
County to Belvidere for a tour and lunch.
Then we will drive through the Delaware
Water Gap, on both the PA and NJ sides.
Finally, we will end at an ice cream stand
to finish with a treat.
We will be meeting in the parking lot of
the McDonalds on International Drive in
the Trade Zone shopping center just off
of Rt 46 or Rt 206 in Mt Olive. The address is 30 International Drive and the
GPS coordinates are N40° 53’ 1.93” x
W74° 42’ 24.86. It is near the Walmart.
There is also a Panera’s Bread restaurant right next door. We plan to meet at
8:45 am for instructions and departure.
Contact Ken and Lillian Blair for details or
sign up at gt6ken@gmail.com. It should
be a day of great fun!!

Hi. Would like to apprise you of our
upcoming concert with the Senior Concert Orchestra of New York. We will be
performing at Carnegie Hall (Stern Auditorium) on Monday October 12 at 2:00
PM. I would very much like to invite you
and every one to be our guests. The
Concert is Free and I can have tickets
either sent or held at the BOX OFFICE.
Also would it be possible to have this
poster included in the next issue of the
Triumph news-letter? It would certainly
be much appreciated.
Sincere thanks
Gino Sambuco.
On October 24th & 25th we will
have our overnight run. It was put together by members Steve Bodenweiser and
Peter Nelson. It will involve a visit to
Steve’s Garage with the ability to put
your car on a lift and do some simple
maintenance. Peter will lead a separate
run on that first day to the Yuengling
Brewery. The overnight stay will be in a
local hotel with a dinner date. The next
day being a stop over in Cabela’s sporting goods. See the details in the flyer in
the following pages.

New or Renewing

Membership Form

You may use this form to either begin a new or renew your membership in The New Jersey Triumph Association. The NJTA is the premier Northeastern U.S. car club dedicated to the preservation, historical archiving
and educating the public about Standard Motors Triumph Automobiles.
To start or renew your membership, please select the correct box below and fill out the form completely.
Please print clearly and fill out the entire form even if you are an existing member as information changes
over time and we need to keep current to allow you to receive all the benefits of your membership.

New Member $25

Renewing Member $20
Make your check payable to

The New Jersey Triumph Association
P.O. Box 6
Gillette, NJ 07933-0006
This membership includes you and a family member so please include that information below when filling
out this form.

Name(s)_________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Phone # ( _____)______________ (optional)
E-mail _____________________________________________
Year and model Triumph(s) owned
________________________________________________________________
There have been requests to have the roster available to the membership only. At the
minimum, we will only print name, town, state and cars owned. If you do not
want the following information included please check the appropriate box.
Do NOT include phone number in roster ________
Do NOT include full address in roster ________
(only town and state will be included)
Do NOT include e-mail address ________

