May 10, 2020
Fifth Sunday of Easter
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE: Arioso from Handel’s Water Music
WELCOME
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are raised with him to new life.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning you created us in your image
and planted us in a well-watered garden.
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched,
and you gave us water from the rock.
When we did not know the way,
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side,
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.
We praise you for your salvation through water,
for the water we use in our baptismal font,
and for all water everywhere.
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG: The Church of Christ In Every Age (ELW 729)

GREETING/ OPENING PRAYER
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O Lord our God, we need your guidance in all we do. Let your wisdom
counsel us, your hand lead us, and your arm support us. Conform us to your
image and make us like our Savior, that in some measure we may live here
on earth as he lived and may act in all things as he acted; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE: For the Beauty of the Earth (ELW 879)

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Acts 18:1-4
After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. There he found a Jew
named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with
his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome.
Paul went to see them, and, because he was of the same trade, he stayed
with them, and they worked together — by trade they were tentmakers.
Every sabbath he would argue in the synagogue and would try to convince
Jews and Greeks.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions
among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same
purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there
are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I mean is that
each of you says, "I belong to Paul," or "I belong to Apollos," or "I belong
to Cephas," or "I belong to Christ." 13Has Christ been divided? Was Paul
crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank God
that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one can
say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the
household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized
anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the
gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might
not be emptied of its power.
18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
GOSPEL ANTHEM: I've Just Come from the Fountain (TFF 111)
Jay Craig, Baritone, Mary Craig, Soprano
CHILDREN'S SERMON: Roger Steinke
SERMON
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Holy Lord, within your church, your followers have often allowed their
disagreements to get in the way of being faithful to your word. Remove
any barriers our communities face that prevent us from sharing your word
and building up your church. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY: In Christ There Is No East or West (ELW 650)

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We are not alone, we live in God's world.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God's presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.
We are not alone. Thanks be to God.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the
people of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.
Build us up, mothering God, as living stones united in your spiritual
house. Continually strengthen your church as it is sent forth to proclaim
your love. We pray especially for congregations that are struggling and
those in redevelopment. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Humble us, creator God, as part of your creation. Fill us with respect and
awe for the world you have made, including volcanoes, ocean currents,
tropical rainstorms, glaciers, and other forces that both destroy and
create. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Align our ways to your love, O God. We pray for countries, leaders, and
other organizations as they prepare places for those seeking refuge and
safety especially, the World Health Organization, Lutheran Disaster
Relief, and the World Lutheran Relief. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of healing and rest, help those whose hearts are heavy and weighed
down by many troubles. Comfort their suffering, ease their distress, and
carry their burdens. We take this moment of silence to pray for our
friends and family … Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Nurturing God, we pray for those who tend and teach young children, for
the safe pregnancies of expectant parents, and for families who struggle
with infertility and miscarriage. We give thanks for all who have shown
mothering care, and we remember all for whom this day is difficult. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Generous God, you call into your brilliant light all who have died. Give us
faith to take hold of the promise of your eternal life. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom
we pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
OFFERING/ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERING ANTHEM: Alain Adjorlolo

OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but
you make of them an abundance, just as you do with our lives. Feed us
again at this table for service in your name, in the strength of the risen
Christ.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you to new life, fill you with hope,
and turn your mourning into dancing.
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG: Now Thank We All Our God (ELW 840)

DISMISSAL
Christ is risen, just as he said.
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
POSTLUDE: Now Thank We All Our God (W. Held)
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