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 Congressional Operations Seminar for the 
 National Science Foundation (online instruction) 
 Agenda 
 Zoom  
Monday, May 10, 2021 

9:00  - 9:30 am Welcoming Remarks 
 Mark Harkins 
 Senior Fellow 
 Government Affairs Institute at Georgetown University 
9:30  - 10:45 am The Nature of Congress 
 Matt Glassman, Ph.D. 
 Senior Fellow 
 Government Affairs Institute at Georgetown University 
10:45  - 11:00 am Break 
11:00  - 12:15 pm Leadership and Organization in the 117th Congress 
 Susan Sullivan Lagon, Ph.D. 
 Non-Resident Senior Fellow 
 Government Affairs Institute at Georgetown University 
12:15  - 1:15 pm Lunch 
1:15  - 2:30 pm Key Stages in the Legislative Process 
 Worth H. Hester, Jr. 
 Assistant Director and Senior Fellow 
 Government Affairs Institute at Georgetown University 
2:30  - 2:45 pm Break 
2:45  - 3:45 pm Staffing a Member of Congress 
 Ryan Hedgepeth 
 Former Chief of Staff to Rep. Brenda Lawrence 
3:45  - 4:00 pm Closing the Loop 
On Your Own  House Oversight Agenda for the 111th Congress 
 Katina E. Slavkova 
 Fellow 
On Your Own  Congress and Outside Interests 
 Jennifer N. Higgins 
 Partner 
 Chamber Hill Strategies 



 Zoom  
Tuesday, May 11, 2021 

9:15  - 10:15 am The Role of Congressional Committee Staff 
 Dahlia Sokolov, Ph.D. 
 Staff Director 
 Subcommittee on Research and Technology 
 Committee on Science, Space, and Technology 
 U.S. House of Representatives 

10:15  - 10:30 am Break 
10:30  - 12:00 pm Briefing on House and Senate Floor Action 

 Laura Blessing, Ph.D. 
 Senior Fellow 
 Government Affairs Institute at Georgetown University 
12:00  - 1:00 pm Lunch 
1:00  - 2:00 pm The Budget Dilemma 
 Mark Harkins 
2:00  - 2:15 pm Break 
2:15  - 3:15 pm The Unique Nature of the U.S. Senate 
 James Wallner, Ph.D. 
 Senior Fellow 
 R Street Institute 
3:15  - 4:00 pm  Roundtable Discussion 
   



 Zoom  
Wednesday, May 12, 2021 

9:30  - 10:30 am Senate Personal Staff 
 Dana Gresham 
 Former Chief of Staff 
 Sen. Doug Jones (D-AL) 
   

10:30  - 10:45 am Break 
10:45  - 11:45 am Partisanship in Congress: Has It Always Been This Bad? 
 Josh Huder, Ph.D. 
 Senior Fellow 
 Government Affairs Institute at Georgetown University 
11:45  - 12:45 pm Lunch 
12:45  - 1:45 pm Congress and the Media 
 Matthew Fuller 
 Congressional Reporter 
 Daily Beast 
1:45  - 2:00 pm Break 
2:00  - 3:00 pm The Electoral Dimension 
 Nathan Gonzales 
 Editor and Publisher 
 Inside Elections 
3:00  - 3:15 pm Break 
3:15  - 4:00 pm Roundtable Discussion 



 Zoom  
Thursday, May 13, 2021 

9:30  - 10:30 am The Congressional Appropriations Process 
 Faye Cobb 
 House Committee on Appropriations 
 Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, and Science 
10:30  - 10:45 am Break 
10:45  - 11:45 am Committee Staff and the Construction of Hearings 
 Mark Harkins 
11:45  - 12:45 pm Lunch 
12:45  - 2:00 pm A Former Member's Perspective on the Congress 
 The Honorable William V. Hilleary (R) 
 Chief of Staff 
 Office of The Honorable John W. Rose  
 State of Tennessee -- 6th District 
 U.S. House of Representatives 
  and 
 Former Representative 
 State of Tennessee--4th District 
 U.S. House of Representatives 

2:00  - 2:15 pm Break 
2:15  - 3:15 pm Executive-Legislative Relations: The Role of the Legislative Liaison  
 Office 
 Robert Moller 
 Branch Chief, Governmental Affairs 
 Office of Legislative and Public Affairs 
 National Science Foundation 

3:15  - 4:00 pm Wrap Up and Evaluations 
   



 
 Speaker Bios 

 Mark Harkins 
Mark B. Harkins joined the Government Affairs Institute as a Senior Fellow in 2013.  Prior to 
joining GAI, Mark was a senior public policy advisor at a number of law firms where he focused 
on the representation of corporate, nonprofit and government clients before Congress and the 
Executive Branch. He has extensive experience with the federal appropriations and budgeting 
process, as well as issues handled by the Financial Services, Science, Ways and Means, and 
Homeland Security Committees.  
 
Mark came to the Hill in 1989 and worked for two Members of Congress and one Committee 
before taking the position of Senior Legislative Assistant to Representative David Price (D-NC), 
where his portfolio included appropriations. His next assignment was as Legislative Director for 
the Democrats to the House Science Committee. Ultimately he served as Chief of Staff for Brad 
Miller (D-NC).  
 
Prior to working on Capitol Hill, he worked as Sports Information Director at Swarthmore 
College where he also received his BA Degree in Economics.  He was once a co-owner of one 
of the largest fantasy sports statistics service in the United States. 

 Matt Glassman, Ph.D. 
Matt Glassman, Ph.D., joined the Government Affairs Institute as a Senior Fellow in 2017. He 
has taught courses on and off the Hill on American government, congressional process, 
congressional-presidential relations, and congressional leadership. 
 
Prior to joining GAI, Matt worked on the Hill at the Congressional Research Service (CRS) for 
ten years. His portfolio included congressional operations, separation of powers, appropriations, 
judicial administration, agency design, and congressional history. He was detailed to the House 
Committee on Appropriations as professional staff for the Legislative Branch Subcommittee in 
FY2010 and FY2011. 



 Susan Sullivan Lagon, Ph.D. 
After two decades as a Senior Fellow with the Government Affairs Institute (GAI), Susan 
Sullivan Lagon took Non-Resident Senior Fellow status in 2015. For several years, she taught 
American Politics and Constitutional Law in the Government Department at Georgetown. Before 
coming to Georgetown, she was a book editor at Congressional Quarterly (where she was a 
frequent speaker on CQ’s “Understanding Congress” seminars) and she taught American 
Government and AP Politics at NCS/St. Albans. She has been invited to give lectures for 
numerous groups including the Fulbright Scholars Program, the World Bank, and more than 500 
international visitors groups sponsored by the U.S. Department of State. Currently Prof. Lagon 
teaches occasionally for GAI and the Canadian School of Public Service, and serves as the 
Historian at the Jefferson Hotel four blocks north of the White House, where she interprets 
Thomas Jefferson’s political, architectural, and culinary contributions to American life.  
 
Susan grew up "inside the Beltway" and holds a B.A. and M.A. in Government and Foreign 
Affairs from the University of Virginia.  Her Ph.D. is from Georgetown University. 

 Worth H. Hester, Jr. 
Worth H. Hester, Jr. is a Senior Fellow and Assistant Director of the Government Affairs 
Institute at Georgetown University. He joined the faculty of GAI in 1988 as a Presidential 
Management Fellow and took the job of Assistant Director in 1999.  During seven years of 
government service, he served as an Employee Development Specialist, Program Analyst, and 
Legislative Analyst for a Member of Congress. Worth also spent two years as Senior Staff with 
the Center for Public Policy Education at the Brookings Institution. 
 
Worth has been studying and teaching about Congress and the legislative process for more than 
30 years. He has served as Director of the Institute’s Capitol Hill Fellowship Program since 1997 
and is Vice President of the Institute’s Board of Directors.  He received his B.A. degree magna 
cum laude in Government from Campbell University.  His M.P.A. in Coastal Studies/Natural 
Resource Management is from the University of West Florida. 



 Ryan Hedgepeth 
 

Ryan Hedgepeth joined MFA after serving as the Deputy Executive Director for Member 
Engagement at the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee (DCCC), where he was 
responsible for managing relationships throughout the Democratic Caucus.     

He has worked in a variety of senior political and policy roles during his more than 20-year 
career on Capitol Hill and in the Obama Administration.  Hedgepeth has served as Chief of Staff 
for four members of the U.S. House of Representatives, including former members, Brian Baird 
(WA-03), Brad Miller (NC-13) and Madeleine Bordallo (GU).  His most recent stint on the Hill 
was serving as Chief of Staff for Congresswoman Brenda L. Lawrence (MI-14). Among his most 
notable public policy successes were in the financial services arena.  He was a co-author of 
anti-predatory mortgage lending provisions and was instrumental in developing the first bill to 
create the Consumer Finance Protection Bureau (CFPB), both of which were included in the 
landmark Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act.   

Hedgepeth earned a BA in Government and Politics from the University of Maryland, College 
Park.  

 

 Jennifer N. Higgins 
Jenn Higgins is the Vice President of Government Affairs at Guardant Health. Prior to joining 
Guardant, she was partner at Chamber Hill Strategies. Jenn has spent the past fifteen years using 
that tenacity and policy knowledge to help corporate executives navigate a constantly changing 
legislative and regulatory landscape. 
 
During her tenure in Washington, Jenn has represented a wide variety of Fortune 500 companies 
before Congress and the Administration, serving as Principal and Partner with two prominent 
lobbying firms, as well as advising senior agency officials at the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services. Jenn has consistently cultivated her relationships with key Republican 
members within the House Ways and Means Committee and Senate Finance Committee, due to 
their primary jurisdiction on health care and tax issues. Her work with House Republican 
leadership has also facilitated direct access for clients to key decision makers in the health care, 
tax, and immigration space. 
 
Jenn also spent four years capitalizing on her health policy expertise to advise Wall Street 
investors and hospital chief executives. As Senior Associate with the Marwood Group, a 
healthcare and financial services firm based in New York, her primary responsibility was to 
advise clients on the legislative and regulatory risks to facility-based health care companies. Her 
previous experience includes debriefing hospital chief executives on the intricacies of the 
Medicare Modernization Act of 2003 as an analyst with the Advisory Board Company. 
 



Jenn is engaged in a variety of political activities here in Washington, particularly ongoing 
efforts by the Republican campaign committees to recruit and elect more Republican women to 
Congress. Since 2016, she has served as Board Chair for Right NOW Women PAC, a political 
action committee dedicated to supporting female Republican candidates nationwide, while also 
advising several other political organizations on candidate recruitment. When she is not lobbying 
or campaigning, Jenn serves as a guest lecturer at Georgetown University’s Government Affairs 
Institute and a regular panelist on PBS’s To the Contrary, a weekly discussion of news and 
national affairs with a panel of nationally known women. 
 
Jenn attended Davidson College where she received a B.A. in Medical Economics and Ethics. 
She also holds a Certificate in Legislative Studies from Georgetown University’s Government 
Affairs Institute. 
 Katina E. Slavkova 
Katina Slavkova joined the Government Affairs Institute in February 2008 as Educational 
Programs Coordinator.  Over nine years of service with GAI, she has taken on many different 
responsibilities and advanced to her current roles as the Director of the Certificate in Legislative 
Studies Program and a Fellow position making her a core part of the teaching faculty at the 
Institute.  In her teaching capacity, Katina specializes in congressional oversight of intelligence 
as well as national security and defense budget issues.  She has led and conducted numerous 
tailored courses on Capitol Hill for senior NSA officials and teaches a research seminar on 
Congress and Intelligence Policy as part of the certificate program curriculum. 

 
In addition, Katina works closely with and supports the GAI Director and all Senior Fellows and 
contributes articles to GAI’s newsletter and blog.  She holds an MA in International Relations 
and a BA in Psychology. 
 Dahlia Sokolov, Ph.D. 
 
Dahlia Sokolov is the Staff Director for the Research & Technology Subcommittee of the House 
Committee on Science, Space, and Technology. In this role, Dahlia advises Committee Members 
on oversight and legislative issues regarding the National Science Foundation; the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology; interagency R&D initiatives; STEM education across the 
federal government; international S&T cooperation; federal policies for university research; all 
matters relating to competitiveness, technology, standards, and innovation; and R&D at the 
Departments of Transportation and Homeland Security. During her first two years with the 
Committee, Dahlia worked on energy issues, including nuclear energy R&D.  
 
Dahlia joined the committee staff as an American Institute of Physics Congressional fellow in 
2004 and joined the professional staff in 2005. Dahlia is serving under the leadership of 
Chairwoman Eddie Bernice Johnson and previously served under the leadership of former 
Chairmen Boehlert and Gordon. Before coming to Congress, Dahlia completed a postdoctoral 
research fellowship at the National Cancer Institute. Dahlia is an honorary fellow of the 
American Association of the Advancement of Science. She has a Ph.D. in Bioengineering from 
the University of Washington and a B.S. in Engineering Physics from the University of 
California at Berkeley.  



 Laura Blessing, Ph.D. 
Laura Blessing, Ph.D. joined the Government Affairs Institute as a Senior Fellow in 2015.  Prior 
to coming to GAI, she earned her PhD from the University of Virginia, where she was also a 
Miller Center National Fellow and a fellow for the Bankard Fund for Political Economy.  Her 
dissertation covers the politics and development of tax policy; her interests include policy, 
institutions, and political parties.  While at UVA she also taught courses on Congress, the 
Presidency, and Media and Politics for students at both UVA and Sweet Briar College.  After 
defending her dissertation she worked on the Hill as an American Political Science Association 
(APSA) Congressional Fellow.  She served as the legislative assistant for tax policy for Lloyd 
Doggett (D, TX), a senior member of the Ways and Means Committee.  She is currently 
working on a book on the politics of tax policy from the midcentury period to today. 
 
Education: PhD, University of Virginia; MA, University of Virginia; MAT, Johns Hopkins 
University; BA, George Washington University. 
 

James Wallner, Ph.D. 
James I. Wallner is a Senior Fellow at R Street Institute and teaches in the Department of 
Government at American University. He is the author of two books, The Death of Deliberation: 
Partisanship and Polarization in the United States Senate and On Parliamentary War: Partisan 
Conflict and Procedural Change in the United States Senate. He has published numerous articles 
on the American Founding, Separation of Powers, Congress, parliamentary procedure, and the 
budget process. Before joining R Street, he was the former group vice president for research at 
The Heritage Foundation. Before joining Heritage, he was the executive director of the Senate 
Steering Committee during the chairmanships of Senator Pat Toomey and Senator Mike Lee. 
Prior to this, he served as legislative director to former Senator Jeff Sessions and Senator Pat 
Toomey. He holds an M.Sc. from the University of Edinburgh in Scotland and a Ph.D. in politics 
from Catholic University. 
 Dana Gresham 
Dana Gresham has more than 25 years of federal government experience in the House, the 
Senate and the Department of Transportation. After starting his career with Rep. Bud Cramer 
(AL-5) where he handled part of the appropriations portfolio for the committee member, he went 
on to becoming the Chief of Staff for Rep. Artur David (AL-7). Mr. Gresham then became the 
Asst. Sec. for Government Affairs at the Department of Transportation for President Obama. He 
most recently was the Chief of Staff for Sen. Doug Jones (D-AL). 
 
Mr. Gresham graduated from Georgetown University with a B.A. degree in International 
Politics. 



 Josh Huder, Ph.D. 
Joshua C. Huder, Ph.D., joined the Government Affairs Institute as a Senior Fellow in 2013. He 
primarily teaches courses on American government, Congress, advanced legislative process, 
separation of powers, and the federal budget process. He has provided political analysis to 
several news outlets, including the New York Times, Washington Post, Congressional Quarterly, 
Newsweek, Washington Examiner, Bloomberg News, CNN, and more. 
 
Prior to joining GAI, Josh worked on the Hill as an American Political Science Association 
(APSA) Congressional Fellow. His portfolio included legislative procedure, government affairs, 
financial services, voting rights, campaign finance, trade, small business, and other issues. He is 
currently writing a book on the history of congressional procedure and politics since 1879. 
 
Education: PhD, University of Florida; MA, University of Florida; BA, Rutgers University 
 

Matthew Fuller 
Matt Fuller covers Congress for The Daily Beast. Prior to that he had the same beat for the 
Huffington Post.  Prior to his current position, he was the House beat writer for Roll Call. He 
previously covered defense, veterans affairs, energy and agriculture for CQ, as well as the House 
and Senate floor. He came to CQ Roll Call as a legislative information researcher in August 
2010 and was previously an intern for Roll Call's GalleryWatch team. Hailing from the seacoast 
area of New Hampshire, Matt graduated from Saint Anselm College in  
2010. During his college days, he founded a joke newspaper and served as a member of student 
government. 
 Nathan Gonzales 
Nathan Gonzales is Editor & Publisher of Inside Elections, which provides nonpartisan analysis 
of campaigns for Senate, House, governor and president. He was an editor, analyst, and writer 
for The Rothenberg Political Report for more than 13 years before taking over the company in 
2015. Nathan is also Elections Analyst for Roll Call, the Capitol Hill newspaper, and Founder 
and Publisher of PoliticsinStereo.com. On Election Night 2016, Nathan was an on-air analyst for 
the Newshour on PBS after working as an off-air consultant for ABC NEWS on their Election 
Night Decision Desk for 14 years. Previously, he worked for CNN.com and as associate 
producer for CNN’s Capital Gang. Nathan  as appeared on NBC's Meet the Press and NBC 
Nightly News, C-SPAN's Washington Journal, CNN, and Fox News Channel, and he has been 
quoted in The New York Times, Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, and USA Today. His 
work has also appeared on FiveThirtyEight, WashingtonPost.com, NBCLatino.com and in 
Campaigns & Elections magazine. 
 
Nathan grew up in Oregon, earned his M.A. from the George Washington University's Graduate 
School of Political Management (Washington, DC) and his B.A. from Vanguard University 
(Costa Mesa, California). He first came to Washington, D.C. as an intern in the White House 
Press Office and now lives in the city with his wife and four children. 



 Faye Cobb 
Faye Cobb has been a Professional Staffer with the Committee on Appropriations at the United 
States House of Representatives since 2019. She currently works on various accounts in the 
jurisdiction of the Commerce Justice Science Subcommittee but has also worked on the 
Legislative Branch Subcommittee. Ms. Cobb has more than 30 years of experience in the federal 
government equally divided between the House of Representatives and the Intelligence 
Community. She began her career in the mailroom at the CIA and worked her way up until she 
realized her dream of working in the United States House of Representatives, an interest she 
obtained while being an American Political Science Association fellow in 2003-04. 

Ms. Cobb is married to Justin Cobb and they will celebrate their 25th wedding anniversary in 
2021. She also has two children and one dog. 

 William V. Hilleary 
The Honorable Van Hilleary is the former Representative from the 4th District of  Tennessee ('95 
- '02). He recently took the position of Chief of Staff to Representative John Rose, a Republican 
representing the 6th District of Tennessee.  A native of Tennessee, Van helped start and run the 
family textile company. He graduated from the University of Tennessee, served in the Air Force, 
went to law school, and then volunteered for duty in the Persian Gulf War.  He flew 24 missions 
in a C-130. He ran for Congress on the Republican ticket in 1994 and was elected with 57% of 
the vote. He was re-elected 3 more times, each time with a greater percentage of the vote. He 
served on the Armed Services Committee, the Budget Committee, and the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce.   
 
He left the Congress in 2002 to run for Governor, but lost in a close race, 51-48%.. A longtime 
favorite speaker on our programs, Congressman Hilleary was elected to serve on GAI’s Board of 
Directors in 2013. 
 

Robert Moller 
Rob has led NSF’s congressional affairs since November 2017. In this role, he leads a talented 
team of professionals who work to communicate with Congress about NSF’s programs, and to 
formulate and execute strategic plans to achieve the legislative goals of the NSF leadership team. 
Prior to joining NSF, Rob served as the Deputy Director of the Office of Legislative and 
Intergovernmental Affairs at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 
Prior to joining NOAA, he worked as a Deputy Chief of Staff and Legislative Director on 
Capitol Hill where he was responsible for implementing the legislative agenda and overseeing 
the day-to-day operations of the Capitol Hill office. Robert holds a B.A. from American 
University and a J.D. from George Mason University School of Law. He and his wife Rebecca 
live in Alexandria, VA with their three sons Noah, Max, and Jakob. 


