Parishes of Dromara and Drumgooland

Fr Peter McNeill Tel: 028 4065 0207 Emergency Tel: 07969 403762
Email: dromaradrumgooland@dromorediocese.org Web: www.dromaradgooland.org
2"d Sunday of Lent
16™ March 2025

Weekend Masses
Sat 6:00pm Dechomet  7:30pm Leitrim
Sun 9:00am Gargory 11:00am Dromara

St Patrick’s Day
Sun 16t 7pm Leitrim  8pm Dromara
Mon 17t 10am Gargory 7:30pm Dechomet

Tues 9:00am Dromara
Wed 7:30pm Leitrim
Fri  7:30pm Dromara

First Confession
Tues 25t Mar 7pm St Michael’s

ANNIVERSARIES

Leitrim
Sat 15t Margaret McCrickard
Anne Bannon
Malachy Savage
Noleen Hardy

Sun 16th  Patrick & Susan Rice

Wed 19t Paddy Savage (Backaderry)
Patsy McKay
Anne McCabe

Sat 22nd  James Malone
James Gerard Kelly (Backaderry)

Dechomet
Sat 22nd  John Sweeney

Dromara
Sun 16t Mary Hughes (Derry)

Cemetery Sunday 25" May 2025

SVP contact numbers
Dromara 07738 838191/ Drumg 07825 419067

Diocesan Safeguarding Officer: Stephen Sherry
07301246329 / safeguardingdirector@dromorediocese.org

Collections Dromara Drumgooland
Parish £745 £1,622
Priest £668 £1,901

Figures include Feb standing orders
Thank you for your continued contributions

A group of children will gather at
St Patrick’s grave at 5:45am on St Patrick’s Day
to pray the Lord’s prayer, one hundred times
for peace and unity in Christ among our peoples.
Everyone welcome.

St Michael’s PS 60t Anniversary
Our School Community would like to invite
you to celebrate and reflect on the history of
St Michael’s PS, Finnis, and give thanks to those
that have gone before us, whilst expressing pride
in the current and future members of the
community at our 60t Anniversary Mass
on Sun 23rd Mar at 11am in St Michael’s Chapel
Refreshments will be served afterwards in
the Parish Hall. Everyone welcome! Please share
with all our past pupils, young and old!

Join us on the Irish Synodal Pathway!

To prepare for the 2026 National Synodal
Assembly for Ireland, the Diocese of Dromore
invites you to attend a consultation evening

Wed 2nd Apr 7pm Newry Parih Centre, or

Wed 9t Apr 7pm Lurgan Parish Centre

You can either complete the required
pre-reading independently or attend an online
orientation event via Zoom on Wed 26t Mar 7pm
Register by 19t Mar www.dromorediocese.org

Quiz - Cancer Research
Dromara Branch of Cancer Research
Fri 21st Mar 7.30pm, King's, Finnis
Team of six, max. Entry fee £5 per person
Raffle on the night.

All support most welcome

Lourdes Pilgrimage 8t to 13th Jun
18 to 30 year olds
An opportunity to experience Lourdes, plus
work with the Pilgrims of Dromore Diocese.
For more information email:
youthdirector@dromorediocese.org
or phone 028 3083 3898
Name and deposit (£150) by Fri 21st Mar
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2ND SUNDAY OF LENT

Sunday«lgl’v—Message

THE WORD

Yoar €« 16th March 2025 « Colowr: Vioket « Psalter Week 2

THE TRANSFIGURATION

LK 9: 28+3%

The story of the transfiguration is told each year on this Sunday. This is because in each
of the gospels, it comes after Jesus has warned his disciples that he will be rejected in
Jerusalem and suffer the uitimate penalty

Tnere are, therefore, two aspacts to the story of the transfiguration. One is that It affirms
Jesus' Kientity a5 the beloved of God desplte the shadow of the cross that now hangs over
his ministry. The second Is that It serves a5 a reminger to the disciples that thelr task as they
accompany Jesus on the road to Jerusalem Is to really listen to him. This puts our Lentan
efforts Into the right contaxt as the sole purpose of the s2ason Is to bring us to 3 closer
relationsnip with Jesus and to understana more fully the meaning of his passion, deatn and
resurrection.

Tnis gospei chalienges all the easy reductions that we make about JEsus: Jesus the Inspiring
teacher, Jesus the compassionats praacher, Jesus the friend of the poor. He Is all these, but
ne 15 also the One who comes from the Father, the One who, we Delleve, was prepared for

Dy the prophets, the One who stands at the centre of nistory. The transfiguration calls us to
expand our labeis or definitions we mignt have of Jesus. The Lord of nistory Is transfigured
With these earller propnets each side of him, and Peter Wants to st up 3 campsite! This shows
tne Intimacy with which the human and the divine are presant In Jasus: he s with nls friends
anainteracts with them; he Is present In the glory of God. God Is always greater, and what we
can say about God Is what we can see In Jesus. B

REFLECT

fter reading this Gospel

passage, we can very easlly

be drawn to oLr own mountain
top experiences. The last mountain |
climbed was In Newcastie in Co. Down
ana | reached the top of Steve Donard
by lunch time. A climo that's surrounded
by beauty and is an experience that
stays Inthe mind for some time. You
have your own experiences of Deauty
and connection to nature that you can
share and placas I'm sure you retum to
time and time 3gain to reenergise the
mind and bogy. Some of us might talk
about a real senge of God's presence as
W ENCounter the peace and beauty and
stliness of being on 2 mountah.

You could probably say the same about
the followers of Jesus In today's Gospel.
They were energlsed by what they saw,
the beauty of the scene was striking

on top of the mountan as the clotning
of Jesus changed to a brillant white.
They are transformed by the presence
of God, which shone through Jesus.
This journey with Jesus Is an ntimate
one and the memory of thelr encounter
with God wil nourish ther INes and thelr
ministry forever. &

Taxe some time In slience this week to
refiect on NOW you Imagine the scene of the
Transfiguration.

SAY

Transform us into the likeness
of the love of Christ,

Who renewed our humanity so
that we may share in his divinity,

“Lord you have made us for yourself, therefore
our nearts are restiess untll they rest In you.”

(Safnt Augustine)



