Today is the first official day 


that we corporately begin our preparing for the coming 


or arrival of Jesus.  

I am assuming Jan and Sheryl touched a little bit on this season.  SLIDE

That we are not just preparing for Jesus' birth, 


but his return as well 



during the season of Advent.  

Now if you are nervous 


that I am going to use this as an excuse to jump back into Revelation, 



you are safe today.  


We are diving into Psalm 114.

This Psalm is a reminder of what we are preparing for 

and what we celebrate on Christmas Morning.  SLIDE

God with us, 


Emmanuel.  

What we did hear in Revelation, 


that we are bride of the Lamb, 


that we are God's people.  

We just covered Jesus' pending return

and all of us have been hearing the Christmas story for years, 


so why go over this again?  

For the same reason that Psalm 114 was written.  SLIDE

We very quickly forget what God has done.  



Why?

The flow of life doesn't stop, 

things keep on needing done, 

the next holiday shows up 


and we need to get ready.  

Being in Skagway, 


if we are going to get it in time for Christmas, 



we needed to order by Halloween at this point with the mail.  

We know the answers, 


but they are not in the forefront of our day.  

Our newsfeed probably doesn't have, SLIDE

“What God did on this day in history.”

Psalm 114 does.  

It reminds us of all God's greatest hits.  SLIDE

Bringing his people out of Egypt, 


crossing the Red Sea 


and the Jordan to enter the promised land, 


the giving of the commandments, 


the turning of solid rock into a spring of water.  

The song reminds the people that God has been there for them 


time and again.  

If we left it there, 


that would be an encouraging lesson.  

God is there for us in our time of need.

That is not the point of this Psalm however.  

Verse 2 has the point of this Psalm.  SLIDE

“Judah became God's sanctuary, 


Israel God's dominion.”  

It wasn't just that Judah and Israel needed God's help.  

The good news is 


that God was coming to live with the people.  

The word for sanctuary can be blurred 


because we use it in so many ways.  



We are worshipping in a sanctuary, 



we went to Wildlife Sanctuaries, 



we have Sanctuary cities.  SLIDE
The Hebrew word for sanctuary is Qodesh, 


or Holy, 


set apart.  

We call this room a sanctuary 


because it is set apart for a special purpose.  

When we are gathered together in this room, 


God is here amongst us.  


This is a Holy place 



because God is here amongst us 



and we are acknowledging that with the name.  

But notice that in this text, 


God's holy place was not a building 


or a place, SLIDE


but a people.  

We need to be asking why?  


Why not a building, 


why not a location, why a people?

Looking at Israel SLIDE

we hear this word dominion to describe them.  

Memshalah is the Hebrew word we are considering.  


Taking us back to Genesis,



where the sun and the moon ruled the sky.

This rule 

or dominion over Israel 


assumes something again.  

You can't rule well from a distance.  


You have to be in proximity to rule well.

When we hear this Psalm 


it is usually during Passover, 



where we are focused on how God delivered us from Egypt.  

But that is only the first step in the story.  

The question is again, 


Why?  



Why did God deliver us from Egypt, 



why is God ruling over Israel.  

All of these great and mighty acts have two sides to them 


that we need to hold in tension 



to get the full story of what God has done 




and is doing.  SLIDE

God did these acts to save us.  


He also did these acts 



because God was dwelling amongst us.  




That is why Israel came out of Egypt, 




why the house of Jacob came from a people of a foreign tongue.  



They should not have.  SLIDE



Egypt was the greatest power of the time.  





It was building pyramids that still stand today.  





It had figured out irrigation 






using one of the most powerful 






and largest rivers in the world.  



Yet this family of Jacob's children 




overcame them without doing a thing.  


Their God who dwelled among them 



caused Pharaoh to release them.

In case we are not understanding the majesty of God's great works, 


the Psalmist personifies the sea 


and the Jordan river SLIDE


saying they looked and fled for the sea 



and turned back for the Jordan.  


The mountains and hills also skipped like rams and lambs respectively.  



Why?  

Because God was present with Israel.  


Not because of anything we had done, 


but because of who was with us.  



Yahweh himself.

So as we enter this season of Advent, 


it is worth taking a moment to ask, SLIDE
“Am I at all responsive to the reality 


that the Sea, 


Jordan River, 


Mountains, and Hills were responding to?  

How aware am I that God is dwelling with me right now?  

Am I living into this reality 


or just acknowledging it.  

The earth trembles in the presence of the Lord.  


Do you or I even flinch?

The water, 


the sources of chaos fled 


and the river turned back, 



because they knew they were not worthy to be in the Lord's presence.  

We hear the mountains and hills skipping.  SLIDE

The Hebrew word almost is a better description, 



they Rawkad, 



they danced  or skipped.  


There was joy and excitement from inantimate pieces of rocks.  

Jesus was breathing the reality of this psalm during his ministry.  


He told the Pharisees when they asked him to rebuke his disciples, SLIDE


“40 “I tell you,” he replied, 



“if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 

Again, he said, 



“23 “I tell you the truth, 





if anyone says to this mountain, 



‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ 




and does not doubt in his heart 




but believes that what he says will happen, 





it will be done for him.”  

Creation will do these things, 


because God is there with the people asking.  

Do we live with such expectations today?  


As we enter this season of Advent, SLIDE


are we expecting God to do great things 



or are we expecting it to be just another December?  

Either one is a possibility, 


depending on whether or not we realize 



what Psalm 114 is trying to tell us.  

God wasn't just rescuing us, 


God was dwelling with us, 


God is dwelling with us.  

That is why we sing SLIDE

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel.”  

We are asking God to come and be with us.  


But we need to admit that we are not singing this 



so that God will come, 


but to remind ourselves 



that God has come 



and we need him to come again.  

God is with us.  

We have this presence of God with us already.  


The power that caused the Red Sea to open up 



and let God's people through 



and swallowed up the chasing Egyptian Army.  


The power that held the Jordan River open, 



so that God's people could enter the promised land 




during the flood season.  


The power that causes the earth to shake, 



like it did in Anchorage this past week with the 6.0 earthquake.  
That power is at work to rescue you, 


so that you are not only saved, 

but also so that you can have a relationship with Him.  


So it can have part of His sanctuary in you.  


So that you might be part of God's dominion.

God can change hard immovable things 


into flowing, 


life giving water.  

His presence just needs to be there for that to happen.  


We just need to have eyes to see 



that he is doing it as we speak in lives all around us 



and in ours.  

So as we conclude a weekend where we gave thanks, 


we hopefully named ways in which our lives have changed this past year.  

We can be thankful that we are still alive 


and leave it at that.  

Or we can take a little time SLIDE

and name the life transforming things God has done for us.  

At the conclusion of this sermon, 


I will leave a little time for us to name some of those things.  

It may be that we are just still here.  


Some years, 



that is a miracle in and of itself.  

I also hope that there are places where you saw nothing but death and destruction ahead 


as the Israelites did as they approached the red sea 


and heard the thunder or the Egyptian Army pursuing them, SLIDE
and you found the sea suddenly fleeing 


so that you might be safe.  

Or that you had a time where everything seemed set in stone, 


and then what can only be an act of God, 

someone's heart was softened 


and a relationship came back to life 



that was once dead, SLIDE

but now dancing around like a lamb in spring.  

Or maybe there was a place where dryness abounded, 


you knew what you wanted 



but saw no way of achieving it yourself.  


Yet, God in his goodness SLIDE


made water flow where only rock appeared.  


You had a pool of refreshment 



where only defeat had previously stood.  

If those describe you at all this year, 


I would ask you to share whatever parts you are comfortable sharing.

If nothing comes to mind, 


then I would invite you to listen to others stories, 



to be reminded that God is amongst us.  

We need to remind each other of that reality early and often, 


because the world wants us to forget as quickly as possible.  

Or just get used to acting like God didn't create an awesome world, 


gave us life, 


and loved us so much that he not only rescued us, 

but desires to dwell with us right now 


and without any barriers in the time ahead.   

Let us prepare ourselves for that reality 


during these next four weeks of Advent. 
1
When Israel came out of Egypt, 

the house of Jacob from a people of foreign tongue, 
2
Judah became God’s sanctuary, 

Israel his dominion. 
3
The sea looked and fled, 

the Jordan turned back; 
4
the mountains skipped like rams, 

the hills like lambs. 
5
Why was it, O sea, that you fled, 

O Jordan, that you turned back, 
6
you mountains, that you skipped like rams, 

you hills, like lambs? 
7
Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, 

at the presence of the God of Jacob, 
8
who turned the rock into a pool, 

the hard rock into springs of water. 
