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Please take the bulletin with you  

or dispose of it in our recycling bin. 
Thank you. 

 



Silent Preservice Meditation and Prayer                                                                                                                           

Blessed Lord, you have caused all Holy Scripture to be written for our learning.  Grant that we may 
so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and the comfort of your 
holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Music for Reflection 
Announcements 
 
Gathering Hymn 
849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 

1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness 
    With a liberating light; 
Praise the One who frees the pris’ners, 
    Turning blindness into sight. 
Praise the One who preached the Gospel, 
    Healing ev’ry dread disease, 
Calming storms, and feeding thousands 
    With the very Bread of peace. 

 
2 Praise the One who blessed the children 

    With a strong, yet gentle, word; 
Praise the One who drove out demons 
    With the piercing, two-edged sword. 
Praise the One who brings cool water 
    To the desert’s burning sand; 
From this Well comes living water, 
    Quenching thirst in ev’ry land. 

 
3 Let us praise the Word Incarnate, 

    Christ, who suffered in our place. 
Jesus died and rose victorious 
    That we may know God by grace. 
Let us sing for joy and gladness, 
    Seeing what our God has done; 
Let us praise the true Redeemer, 
    Praise the One who makes us one. 

Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005510 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body 

and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 



take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

Service of the Word 

Lord, Have Mercy (Kyrie)                       LSB 204 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis                                                   LSB 204 

C 1 To God on high be glory 
    And peace to all the earth; 
    Goodwill from God in heaven 
    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
    We praise and bless You, Father; 
    Your holy name, we sing— 
    Our thanks for Your great glory, 
    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
  
2 To You, O sole-begotten, 
    The Father’s Son, we pray; 
    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
    You take our sins away. 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
    Receive our heartfelt cry, 
    Where You in pow’r are seated 
    At God’s right hand on high— 
  
3 For You alone are holy; 
    You only are the Lord. 
    Forever and forever, 
    Be worshiped and adored; 
    You with the Holy Spirit 
    Alone are Lord Most High, 
    In God the Father’s glory. 
    “Amen!” our glad reply. 

 
Salutation and Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

O Lord, since You never fail to help and govern those whom You nurture in Your steadfast fear and 
love, work in us a perpetual fear and love of Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
Sit 



 
Old Testament Reading                                                                                                 Psalm 139:1-4, 13-15 

1LORD, you have investigated me,  
and you know.  
2You know when I sit down and when I get up.  
You understand my thoughts from far off.  
3You keep track of when I travel and when I stay,  
and you are familiar with all my ways.  
4Before there is a word on my tongue,  

you, LORD, already know it completely.  

13For you created my inner organs. 
You wove me together in my mother’s womb.  
14I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  
Your works are wonderful,  
and my soul knows that very well.  
15My bones were not hidden from you  
when I was made in the secret place,  
when I was woven together in the depths of the earth.  

 
P    This is the Word of the Lord. 
C    Thanks be to God. 

 
New Testament/Epistle        2 Corinthians 5:17-21 
 
17So then, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away. The new has come! 18And all 
these things are from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation. 19That is, God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them. And he has entrusted to us the message of reconciliation. 20Therefore, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, inasmuch as God is making an appeal through us. We urge you, on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 
21God made him, who did not know sin, to become sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of 
God in him. 

 
 P    This is the Word of the Lord.  

C     Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse 

 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
C These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Holy Gospel                                                                                                                         Luke 5:17-26  
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

17On one of the days while Jesus was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there who had 
come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem. The power of the Lord was with him to heal. 
18Just then, men who were carrying a paralyzed man on a stretcher tried to bring him in and lay him in front of 
Jesus. 19Since they did not find a way to bring him in because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered 
him down through the tiles on his stretcher into the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus. 20When he saw 
their faith, he said, “Man, your sins have been forgiven.”  

21The experts in the law and the Pharisees began to think to themselves, “Who is this fellow who speaks 
blasphemies? Who can forgive sins except God alone?”  



22But Jesus knew their thoughts and answered them, “Why are you thinking this in your hearts? 23Which is 
easier: to say, ‘Your sins have been forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 24But so that you may know that the 
Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins …” He said to the paralyzed man, “I tell you, get up, take your 
stretcher, and go home.”  

25Immediately, he stood up in front of them, picked up what he had been lying on, and went home glorifying 
God. 26They were all astonished and glorified God. They were also filled with reverence and said, “We have seen 
wonderful things today.”  

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life + of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Message Hymn 
648 Glorious Things of You Are Spoken 

1 Glorious things of you are spoken, 
    Zion, city of our God; 
He whose word cannot be broken 
    Formed you for His own abode. 
On the Rock of Ages founded, 
    What can shake your sure repose? 



With salvation’s walls surrounded, 
    You may smile at all your foes. 

 
2 See, the streams of living waters, 

    Springing from eternal love, 
Well supply your sons and daughters 
    And all fear of want remove. 
Who can faint while such a river 
    Ever will their thirst assuage? 
Grace, which like the Lord, the giver, 
    Never fails from age to age. 

 
3 Round each habitation hov’ring, 

    See the cloud and fire appear 
For a glory and a cov’ring, 
    Showing that the Lord is near. 
Thus deriving from their banner 
    Light by night and shade by day, 
Safe they feed upon the manna 
    Which God gives them on their way. 

 
4 Savior, since of Zion’s city 

    I through grace a member am, 
Let the world deride or pity, 
    I will glory in Your name. 
Fading are the world’s vain pleasures, 
    All their boasted pomp and show; 
Solid joys and lasting treasures 
    None but Zion’s children know. 

Text: Public domain 

  
 Children's Message  

Message “Jesus’ Invitation to Find Community in Him” 
 
Stand 
 
Prayers of the Church 

P. Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

Brief silence 
 

(Pastor will end each petition with "Lord, in Your mercy."                                                                                                              
We will invite the congregation to respond "hear our prayer.") 

 
Blessing (Benediction)                                      LSB 234  

P    The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  
C    Amen.  
 
(Internet livestreaming ends here) 

Sit 
 

 
Offering 

 



Service of the Sacrament 

Stand 
 

Preface                                                  LSB 208  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on 
us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent 
Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death 
that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus)         LSB 208 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;  
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!  

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Peace of the Lord (Pax Domini) 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 



Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)        LSB 210 
C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 
    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
 
2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Sit 
 
Receiving the Lord’s Supper 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to 
those who come to receive, saying: 

 
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 
Amen. 
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your 
sins. 
Amen. 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart  in peace. 
C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 
Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis)                               LSB 211 

C 1  O Lord, now let Your servant 
    Depart in heav’nly peace, 
    For I have seen the glory 
    Of Your redeeming grace: 
    A light to lead the Gentiles 
    Unto Your holy hill, 
    The glory of Your people, 
    Your chosen Israel. 
 
2  All glory to the Father, 
    All glory to the Son, 
    All glory to the Spirit, 
    Forever Three in One; 
    For as in the beginning, 
    Is now, shall ever be, 
    God’s triune name resounding 
    Through all eternity. 

 
Post-Communion Prayer 

P Let us pray. 
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-
begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in 
this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



Blessing (Benedicamus)                                        LSB 212 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Blessing (Benediction) 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn     
941 We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God 

1 We praise You and acknowledge You, O God, to be the Lord, 
The Father everlasting, by all the earth adored. 
    To You all angel powers cry aloud, the heavens sing, 
    The cherubim and seraphim their praises to You bring: 
“O holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
Your majesty and glory fill the heavens and the earth!” 

 
2 The band of the apostles in glory sing Your praise; 

The fellowship of prophets their deathless voices raise. 
    The martyrs of Your kingdom, a great and noble throng, 
    Sing with the holy Church throughout all the world this song: 
“O all-majestic Father, Your true and only Son, 
And Holy Spirit, Comforter—forever Three in One!” 

 
3 You, Christ, are King of glory, the everlasting Son, 

Yet You, with boundless love, sought to rescue ev’ryone: 
    You laid aside Your glory, were born of virgin’s womb, 
    Were crucified for us and were placed into a tomb; 
Then by Your resurrection You won for us reprieve— 
You opened heaven’s kingdom to all who would believe. 

 
4 You sit in splendid glory, enthroned at God’s right hand, 

Upholding earth and heaven by forces You command. 
    We know that You will come as our Judge that final day, 
    So help Your servants You have redeemed by blood, we pray; 
May we with saints be numbered where praises never end, 
In glory everlasting. Amen, O Lord, amen! 

Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110005510 

 
Music for Reflection 
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Dear Friends, 

During the last few years, some of the children in the Bluff neighborhood have attended our Sunday school and 

other children's programs.  Some are very interested in attending worship and have sometimes worshiped 

beside Dawn at our 9:00 service.  While we thank God for those whom we have reached, we recognize that 

there are so many more children and young people whom God has called us to connect to His Son, Jesus.  To 

that end, Council has approved our offering a Sunday afternoon service (beginning in our parking lot and 

moving into the Fellowship Hall as Fall approaches) in which the music, message, and prayers are more 

centered upon the elementary and middle school grades.  Grownups are welcome to join them.  We will begin 

with a word puzzle (like Wheel of Fortune) on a sheet of plywood in which the children as a group solve the 

puzzle in order to discover the Bible story or theme that I will cover in my message.  We will have prayers, 

reading from the Scriptures, and an age-appropriate message (sermon) - and of course, music.  During a song 

just before the message, we will distribute to each child (who will be sitting upon blankets) a paper sack of 

warm popcorn, snow cone, or other treat.  The idea is - instead of asking the children to sit quietly and pay 

attention to the message - we will give them a snack to assist them in this endeavor.  Busy hands and mouths 

make for listening ears and hearts.  We will send them home with a Bible verse that they are asked to share 

with someone in their household.   

This will be considered a second worship service for the congregation, and those who attend will be invited to 

participate in the full life of St. John's, including the 9 am service.  Our hope is that this service will feature 

some baptisms (upon parent/guardian approval) and that some of the children will begin our Confirmation 

ministry.  The Bluff neighborhood is teeming with children and young people whom God has called the people 

of St. John's to reach with the saving message of the Gospel.  Doing this on our own would be overwhelming, 

but led and equipped by the Spirit this is very much within our reach.  We will need volunteers to assist us in 

set-up/teardown, passing out snacks, and being a welcoming presence.  We envision volunteers serving one 

Sunday a month on a rotating basis.  The services will be held on Sunday afternoons at 2:00 pm and will begin 

on July 11th. 

In Christ Jesus, 

           Pastor  

 


