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Spring has arrived!! But as I write this letter, it sure doesn’t feel like spring
yet. For me, spring is a great time of the year to do what we love most safely turning wood.
Just to recap what we discussed at the April 3rd meeting. Over the next
three years or so, the Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes (TBCH) is
thinking about consolidating their operations at the Brentwood Campus. For
the TAW, this means we may lose access to the automotive shop where we
store most of our equipment and conduct the Saturday Turn-ins. It is also
possible that we could lose some of the space we currently use for our
monthly meetings and demonstrations. At this time, there is no definitive time
line or plan for the possible changes. The TAW Board will consider forming a
Search Team to begin exploring alternative location options available to us.
We will keep you updated as we get more information. In the meantime, if
you have ideas or suggestions, please e-mail or call me or any Officer/Board
member and provide your ideas.
We’re making excellent progress toward achieving our goal of 100 bowls
for AAW’s Empty Bowls Project. The Saturday Turn-in Team donated 9
bowls following their bowl turning session with Jeff Brockett on Saturday
March 17th. Tommy Gandy tells me we still have 56 bowl blanks checked
out. Time is running out. If you checked out a TAW bowl blank, please turn it
into a nice looking bowl and give it to Tommy at our next meeting on May 3rd.
Thank you Dennis Paulus for a very informative introduction to the world of
wood carving. Your pieces are very unique and getting a glimpse of how you
make them was very interesting. David Rush will be the guest demonstrator
at our next meeting on Thursday, May 3rd.
The Spring TN Craft Fair at Centennial Park is just around the corner. The
dates are May 4, 5, & 6. This is a great event and super way for us to get out
into the community and educate people about woodturning and about the
TAW. It’s a really fun time full of interactions with kids of all ages. If you
haven’t volunteered to participate yet, call or e-mail Grant Hitt
(voldad18@comcast.net) or Barry Buntin (barry.buntin@gmail.com) and ask
them to sign you up for one of the volunteer slots. See the Membership
Directory for phone numbers if you want to call them. Don’t have a
Membership Directory? Send an e-mail to Cathy Sanders at
secretary@tnwoodturners.org.
Other upcoming events include: John Jordon demonstration in June, demo
and picnic in July, and Green Hills Library display and Jason Clark
demonstration in August. Stay tuned and please get involved.

June 5–

TCA Demo Sign-up

ASAP

Final thought for this month’s letter: At times, perfection is the enemy of good.
Bill Handel
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May Meeting Demonstrator
May 3 Demonstrator – David Rush
David Rush will be the TAW May 3 demonstrator. David is an accomplished woodturning artist. He
likes to turn large architectural pieces and other large turnings. For his May demonstration David will
demonstrate how to turn lidded boxes.

April 2018 TAW monthly Meeting notes
4/3/18
President Bill Handel opened the meeting by thanking everyone for attending and asking if there were
any new members or visitors were present. New member John Duckett from Bellevue introduced
himself. Visitors: Tony Wilson from Hendersonville with his son and daughter, and Mark Greenbaum
introduced his son Benton.
Bill provided us with information regarding a recent discussion he had with TBCH leaders. They
advised there will be changes coming to their Brentwood campus. There is no definite timeline or
date for the changes, but the estimate is within the next three years. The plans are to consolidate
operations. The current property is 35 acres which is twice the size TBCH needs. They are
considering tearing down the building which houses the wood and auto shop and selling off some of
the acreage. This is the building we use for turn-ins and to store our equipment. While these changes
will not take place in the near future, we need to be ready for any change. A team will be identified to
research our options and a reserve account will be created to set aside funds for whatever happens.
Bill feels this is both a challenge and an opportunity for us. If any member would like to discuss these
changes or has any suggestions, please call any board member.
Barry Buntin reminded us about upcoming events:
Empty Bowls project – we have had 96 bowl blanks checked out and 83 have been returned. We
have bowl blanks available to check out tonight.
Spring Craft Sale – May 4-6 at Centennial Park. Grant Hitt advised there are about a dozen slots still
available for demonstrators. A sign-up sheet is being passed around tonight. There will be 3 lathes
available.
Green Hills Library display – Barry and Jim Livingston will be meeting to scope out the space for our
future display.
Barry also advised Randy Walker had brought in black walnut blanks to use for ornaments. They are
on the table at the back of the room.
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David Rush will be our demonstrator in May. The meeting will be on Thursday, May 3, due to the
election.
I updated membership info, advising the new directory has been emailed to members. If you didn’t
receive one, you have either not paid your 2018 dues, or we have an incorrect email address. Jeff
advised he had received 6 undeliverable messages and will be calling the members to confirm email
addresses.
Jeff reminded us about the Jason Clark full day demonstration on August 24; cost is $15. There will
also be a hands-on day on August 25. Both will be at Clay Lady. You can pay by cash, check or
PayPal. There is also a tentative hand-on demonstration by Myra Orton Sept 29th. The class will be
limited to 8 students.
Jeff also reminded us about the AAW National symposium is in Portland this year. It will be in
Raleigh in 2019 and Louisville in 2020.
David Sapp gave us an update on Pens for the Troops. He did not have a chance to pick up kits, but
you can go by the Woodcraft store and sign some out any time during business hours.
Thom Kojetin advised he had some fresh walnut in his truck if any one was interested.
Lou Kinser advise the latest WIT newsletter is available on the AAW website for anyone to check out.
Show and Tell
Barry Werner – Maple hollow form carved/embellished with maple leaves in the style of Dixie Biggs.
He attended her class at John C Campbell
Bill Mauzy – “Go big or go home” a huge pecan bowl which he roughed out in 2012 and recently
completed. Several cracks were filled with walnut, using a biscuit cutter. Bowl is 25” in diameter and
took a lot of time and effort. He also had 3 ambrosia maple bowls turned for empty bowls.
Ron Sanda – He’d attended the Sally Ault hands-on day and completed 2 sea urchin jewelry boxes.
He had also created 2 ornaments with sea urchins.
Mark Greenbuam – small round spalted silver maple hand engraver with initials
Bob Cooper – demo bowl from Mike Mahoney which he purchased at our auction and finished using
mesh pads.
Mike Zinser – 2 poplar bowl planks, turned and carved. Dyed black with mixture of ½ lacquer and ½
graphite. He also used Lumiere paints to accent the carving and used a matt finish.
Ken Grisson – large platter made from wood from the salvaged from the Gatlinburg fire. Not sure
what kind of wood it is but was very dry.
Gretchen Nieb – has been turning about 1 year. 2 segmented hollow forms. She had also made two
tops using a PVC adapter like Sally Ault demonstrator.
Jerry Procise – large sycamore bowl. He hasn’t turned in about a year due to multiple knee
replacements. He was inspired to turn again when one of his sons asked him to teach him how to
turn.
Jim Mason – Deep maple bowl with 3 carved feet and a cherry bowl aged in the log, 20” in diameter
and embellished on the rim.
John Jordan – Tea pot turned/carved from one piece of wood, made in Bogota Columbia. He will be
demonstrating how to make this piece in June. Also, a pot made from Chinese Elm burl with a
hammered steel lid – which he also made.
Bob Myers – segmented bowl and ornament made from oak, maple and mahogany – 178 pieces in
one of them.
Steve Forrester – went to Sedona and was inspired by the southwest and the incorporation of natural
elements. 2 embellished hollow form vases and an art deco vase with fins on the sides and a glass
insert.
Jeff Brockett – Illusion basket weave bowl with carving on both sides and a gecko on the bottom.
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Ben Paty – hickory stump hollow form which has grain similar to a burl. The inside is finished to the
same level as the outside. He has seven more stumps to turn. Advised it takes a lot of work to get all
the dirt and rocks cleaned off before turning. Also, a hollow form embellished to look like a snake
with over 5000 burns decorating the outside.
Bill Turner – 4 bowls which he turned, trying to get sides thinner. On one attempt, nearly cut through
the bottom and went back to thicker sides.
Pete Wiens – Deep hollow form, embellished on the outside with black roping design. He had
problem with finish, using Krylon matte that left a white fuzz on the outside. Cleaned off with wire
brush and will refinish.
Pete also reminded us about the turn-in on Sat. The demo will be a lidded box, but reminded us it is
also an open forum to turn whatever you want.
Dennis Paullus is demonstrator for tonight and will be talking about embellishments. Dennis has
been turning 22 years and uses a variety of embellishment techniques.
Respectfully submitted
Cathy Sanders
Secretary

Some photos from the April 3rd meeting
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TAW April Instant Gallery
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John Jordan
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Jim Mason

John Jordan

Saturday Turn in for April
All ten lathes were full at the Saturday Turn-in on April 7th. Pete Wiens led the session by
demonstrating how to turn a lidded box. Most
everyone took home a lidded box and
everyone learned how to make one.
Bill Handel

Next Saturday
Turn in---May 12th
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Application
TENNESSEE ASSOCIATION OF WOODTURNERS MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION
Please return this form at the club meeting or via mail to: TAW, P. O. Box 158296, Nashville, TN
37215
Annual Membership Dues - $25 Individual / $18 Student (under 16 years of age) / $40 Business / $40 Family
Please make check payable to: Tennessee Association of Woodturners
Date _________________
First Name __________________________ Last Name ______________________________
Address _________________________________________________
City _________________________ State ____ Zip _____________
Home Phone ____________________ Work ___________________ Cell_____________________
Emergency contact___________________________________________________________________
E-Mail Address ______________________________________
Your Web Site Address__________________________________________
Are you a member of the American Association of Woodturners? Yes ______ No ______
How many years of woodturning experience do you have? ______________
Do you have a specialty that you would like to share with the membership of our club? _________

Upcoming Events
Tennessee Association of Woodturners Calendar of Events

Monthly Meetings:
The TAW meets the first Tuesday of each month at the Tennessee Baptist Children’s Home, located
at 1310 Franklin Rd, in Brentwood, TN. Meetings start at 6:45 pm. In addition we meet for a hands
on Turn-In work day on the Saturday following the monthly meeting, unless otherwise announced, at
the woodshop located on the Tennessee Baptist Children’s Home property. TAW periodically
participates in local exhibitions and demonstrations as well as sponsoring an annual symposium.

2018 Meetings
May 3 Meeting - David Rush Thursday meeting due to special election at TBCH
June 5 Meeting - John Jordan
July 14 Meeting - Turning Picnic TBCH 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
August 7 Meeting - Jeff Brockett
September 4 Meeting - Bob Myers
October 2 Meeting - Mike Maffitt
November 8 Meeting - Barry Werner Thursday meeting due to special election at TBCH
December 6 Meeting - Christmas Party

The Tennessee Turner
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Additional Upcoming events - Spring TN Craft Fair in May; TAW
picnic/demonstration in July; Green Hills Library display in August; Jason Clark all day
demo in August; and the State Fair and Fall TN Craft Fair in September. Check the
Newsletter and ‘News You Can Use’ for more details. It’s an exciting time for the TAW
- please get involved and help out where you can. Not sure how? Contact Barry
Buntin or the appropriate Committee Chair from the listing posted in this newsletter
Symposiums
Turning Southern Style
September 21-23, 2018 Dalton Convention Center Dalton, GA
Featured demonstrators include Nick Agar, Graeme Priddle, Melissa Engler and Mark Palma. For
more information or to register visit the Turning Southern Style website:
www.gawoodturner.org/symposium
Mid Atlantic Woodturning Symposium
September 28-30, 2018 Lancaster Marriott Lancaster, PA
Featured demonstrators include John Jordan, Malcolm Tibbetts, Art Liestman, Beth Ireland,
Mark St. Leger and Michael Kehs
For more information or to register visit the Mid Atlantic website: www.mawts.com
Tennessee Association of Woodturners
January 25-26, 2019 Marriott Hotel and Convention Center Franklin, TN
Featured demonstrators include Al Stirt, Ashley Harwood, Jacques Vesery and Todd Hoyer
Registration opens September 1, 2018 Upcoming information:
www.tnwoodturners.org or contact symposium@tnwoodturners.org
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Special Events
Empty Bowls
As communicated at our January meeting, the TAW will once again provide turned bowls for the
American Association of Woodturners International Symposium. Tommy Gandy is the TAW
Committee Chair for this project. TAW members who wish to turn and donate bowls must have them
completed and turned into Tommy by June 5th.
Bowls must be at least 8” in diameter. The TAW will provide bowl blanks to members who would like
to turn bowls. Bowl blanks may be signed out at each monthly meeting through May.
All bowls must be turned into Tommy by June 5th so he has time to get them boxed up and shipped
to Portland, Oregon in time for the Symposium which begins on June 15th. Proceeds from the empty
bowls will benefit a local charity in Portland. TAW members will receive one chance for each
qualifying bowl donated and the lucky winner will receive a free two day registration to the 2019 TAW
Symposium.

Tommy hard at work in his shop during January.

Bill Handel

The Tennessee Turner
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Save The Date!
The TAW will bring Jason Clark into Nashville for a full day
demonstration Friday, August 24 followed on Saturday, August 25 by a
full day hands on turning class for the first 8 people who sign up. Jason
is an accomplished woodturner and has demonstrated for several
regional symposiums and as a featured demonstrator at the AAW
International Symposium. Following is a description of Jason’s full day
demonstration:
Multi-axis with a twist, Unconventional hollowing – Turning the
Torus, Return of Saturn.
In the morning session attendees will see a short presentation of some of
my work as well as a preview of the day’s projects. I will start with some
simpler multi axis spindles to explain the basic approach to multi axis
turning before moving on to the creation of
a multi-axis lidded box turned so that the outside of box has 3 distinct faces that twist 120 degrees
along the length of the box. Next I will talk about and demonstrate the process of turning a Torus
shaped hollow form covering an unconventional approach to hollowing as well as methods for reverse
chucking including a unique double walled vacuum drum.
The remainder of the session will be focused on Saturn bowI. I will turn a simple bowl with a wide thin
rim and use the ultra-thin parting tool to cut the rim in such a way that is free from the bowl and is
able to rotate. This bowl will then be held in a way so that the wide rim of the bowl can be offset
using simple home-made jigs in order to create rings that are interactive.
The cost to attend the Friday, August 24 full day demonstration will be $15.00 and includes lunch.
Want to attend? Click here to pay via paypal with a credit card. Check and cash payments will be
accepted during the TAW monthly meeting.
Interested in the full day hands on class scheduled for Saturday August 25 ? Jason will lead
attendees through the process of turning a multi-axis lidded box in the morning and a Saturn bowl in
the afternoon. There is a limit of 8 students for the hands on session. Cost to participate will be
$150.00 and includes materials. Please contact Jeff Brockett woodwackerjeff@aol.com if you are
interested in taking this class.
The full day demonstration and hands on class will be held at the Clay Lady’s Studio 1416 Lebanon
Pike, Nashville.
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NEWS WORTHY
Turn for the Troops
Each year members of the Tennessee Association of Woodturners and other woodturning chapters
turn Pens For the Troops. The pen kits are donated by Woodcraft of Nashville and sent to our Troops
who are serving overseas. Recently SPC Nathan Sheppard sent me this photo and letter thanking
TAW Mitch Mitchell for his handiwork.

Mr. Brockett, I am a soldier currently stationed in Camp Zama,
Japan. This pen made its way to my desk this morning, and I
thought it was fantastic. Then I opened the card with it and saw
that it came from the Tennessee Association of Woodturners,
and was incredibly moved. I was born and raised in Tullahoma,
TN, and couldn’t believe the odds of a little piece of home
finding me all the way on the other side of the world. I couldn’t
find a way to share this picture to the organization’s Facebook
page, so I was wondering if I could impose on you to share this
with the Association and, if possible, to extend my warmest
gratitude to Mr. Mitchell. My compliments on his handiwork, it is
a truly beautiful piece! Thank you so much for your time.
Sincerely,
SPC Nathan Sheppard
United States Army-Japan

Safety
Additional Safety Warning
One more reason to discourage the practice of fractual etching!
Family warns about dangers of fractal burning after man electrocuted in Chandler
AZFamily
Jarret and Breanna Vartanian were living a fairy tale life. They were madly in love and married for
just over a year. The couple settled down in a home in Chandler with their eyes set for a bright
future. Unfortunately, tragedy struck when Jarret was killed while working on a project at home
involving a ...

Kudos
This section is intended for TAW members that deserve recognition for extra efforts’
Please send your kudos to me for publishing at newsletter@tnwoodturners.org

The Tennessee Turner

From the Editor
Newsletter Articles
.
Articles are due the 15th for the upcoming newsletter and should be
submitted to newsletter@tnwoodturners.org.
Member Projects
If you have a woodturning project that you would like to showcase to our club
members, you can submit detailed information about your project with
pictures to newsletter@tnwoodturners.org.
Members Questions & Answers
Members are asked to submit woodturning, finishing and tool questions to
our resident experts to answer. There are no dumb questions, someone
else in the club may have had the same questions.
Classified Ads
Ads for woodturning and woodworking related items are free to members.
Send detailed information with pictures.

From the Past
If you have items or stories from the past, sent them to me at
newsletter@tnwoodturners.org

For now, please submit items from 1970-2000
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COMMITTEE CHAIR
TAW COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Meet our new Committee Chairs! Last fall, we asked for volunteers to help lead various TAW
activities. A number of members stepped up and volunteered to help. This outpouring of support
enabled us to appoint Committee Chairs, who are responsible for leading various TAW activities
throughout the year. This will be a huge benefit in helping us accomplish our mission.
If you want to personally get more involved in Club activities and aren’t sure how to go about it, talk to
the Committee Chair of the activity you’re interested in and they can help you get started. Please
recognize many of the Committee Chairs are newly appointed and therefore have not yet been
trained in their new responsibilities so they may not be able to answer all of your questions. But they
can help you get started.
Of course, you can also talk with any Officer or Board member about how to get more involved in
TAW activities. Bill Hande
Jeff
Brockett
All Day Demos
Jeff

l

Brockett

Scholarships

Barry

Buntin

Monthly TAW Demos and
all o.s. Demos

Jay

Erlbacher

TN State Fair

Tommy

Gandy

Empty Bowls Project

Greg

Godwin

TAW Symposium

Grant

Hitt

Spring TN Craft Faiur

Jim

Livingston

Library Display

Bill

Mauzy

Ben
David

Paty
Sapp

Fall TN Craft Fair
Centennial High School

Pete

Wiens

Saturday Turn-ins

Mike

Zinser

Narrow Gate

Pens for Troops

Responsible for ornament
collection and inventory

(e.g. Brentwood)

The Tennessee Turner

Page 16 of 31

Tennessee Association of Woodturners
The Tennessee Association of Woodturners is a local chapter of the American Association
of Woodturners. Our purpose is to provide a meeting place for local turners to share ideas
and techniques and to educate the general public regarding the art of turning. The TAW
meets the first Tuesday of each month at the Tennessee Baptist Children’s Home, off of
Franklin Road in Brentwood, TN and periodically sponsors local exhibitions and
demonstrations as well as an annual symposium

TAW Officers and Volunteers
Bill Handel
Barry Buntin
Jean Eisenberg
Cathy Sanders
Regis Galbach
Bill Tucker
Bill Mauzy
Bob Cooper
Phil Roberts
Ron Sanda
Lou Mineweaser

President term
expiresFeb 2020
president@tnwoodturners.org
Vice President term expires Feb 2019 vp@tnwoodturners.org
Treasurer term expires Feb 2019 treasurerer@tnwoodturners.org
Secretary term expires Feb 2020 secretary@tnwoodturners.org
Newsletter serves as a volunteer newsletter@tnwoodturners.org
Librarian serves as a volunteer bill@oldhickorystick.com
Director term expires at Feb 2019 billmauzy@bellsouth.net
Director term expires at Feb 2020 bobcooper54@gmail.com
Director term expires at Feb 2019 robertsdpr@aol.com
Director term expires at Feb 2019 rws6613@gmail.com
Director term expires at Feb 2020 mine@tds.net.

Email Club Questions to:
info@tnwoodturners.org
president@tnwoodturners.org
or Mail to:
TAW
P.O. Box 158296
Nashville, TN 37215

TAW is a Local Chapter of
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ATTACHMENTS
ARTICLES AND ACTIVITIES OF INTEREST OUTSIDE TAW

Woodturning Links
ASSOCIATIONS AND CLUBS
American Association of Woodturners: www.woodturner.org
Tennessee Association of Woodturners www.tnwoodturners.org
Duck River Woodturners Club, Columbia, TN www.duckriverwoodturners.com
Tri-State Woodturners Club, Chattanooga, TN www.tristatewoodturners.com

Wood Turning Sources
American Association of Woodturners - www.woodturner.org
Appalachian Center for Craft - www.tntech.edu/craftcenter/workshops
Arrowmont - www.arrowmont.org
Big Monk Lumber - www.bigmonklumber.com
Carter Products - www.carterproducts.com
Century Tree Turnings - www.centurytreeturnings.com
Chucks Plus - www.chucksplus.com
Earth's Watch - www.earthswatch.com
Hunter Tool Systems - www.hunterwoodturningtool.com
John C. Campbell Folk School - www.folkschool.org
John Jordan Woodturning - www.johnjordanwoodturning.com
Klingspor’s Woodworking Shop - www.woodworkingshop.com
Robert Sorby - www.Robert-Sorby.co.uk
Robust Tools - www.turnrobust.com
Ruth Niles Bottle Stoppers - www.Nilesbottlestoppers.com
The Frugal Vacuum Chuck - www.frugalvacuumchuck.com
Thompson LatheTools - www.thompsonlathetools.com
Trend Products - www.trend-uk.com
Vince's WoodnWonders - www.vinceswoodnwonders.com
Woodcraft of Nashville - www.nashvillewoodcraft.com
Woodturners Wonders - www.woodturnerswonders.com

http://www.woodworkingshop.com

The Tennessee Turner
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2018 workshop descriptions are now online!
Course descriptions and instructor profiles are available on our website. Register today!

The Arrowmont Experience encourages and inspires. Take advantage of
Arrowmont's exceptional instructors, comfortable housing, excellent food,
evening programs and access to professionally equipped studios. View full
course descriptions, and instructor profiles online. Register before February
1, 2018 and save the $50 registration fee. Call 865-436-5860 to register by
phone.
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Appalachian Center for Craft
Smithville, TN
https://www.tntech.edu/craftcenter/workshops/summer-workshops/
931-372-3051
Weekend - May 18-20, 2018
Twisted Shapes on a Lathe: Off Axis Turning
Brian Horais
Weekend - May 25-27, 2018
Exposed Joinery: Build a Side Table
Stephan Micheletto-Blouin
Weeklong - June 3-8, 2018
Need Some Relief: Add Interest and Life To Your Work
Dixie Biggs
Weeklong - June 24-29, 2018
The Art of Containment (Invitational Workshop - permission from John or Clay required to register)
Clay Foster & John Jordan
Weekend - July 6-8, 2018
Pyrography: The Art of Wood Burning Combined with Power Carving
Myra Orton
Weeklong - July 15-20, 2018
Traditional Timber Framing
Micah Seals & Tim Dennis
Weeklong - July 22-27, 2018
Side Table Manners
Sophie Glenn
Weekend - August 3-5, 2018
Foundations of Furniture through Table Making
Wyatt Severs
Gail Gentry
Program Manager
Appalachian Center for Craft

The Tennessee Turner
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John C Campbell Folk School Classes
The John C. Campbell Folk School has released their class catalog through June of 2018! John C.
Campbell has an outstanding woodturning program with a state of the art woodturning workshop. To
view the entire list of classes visit the Campbell website:
https://folkschool.org/Course2017to18/html5/index.html?&locale=ENG
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Tech Tips

Woodworm Screws Mike Peace
Many turners do not take advantage of one of the easiest and quickest ways to mount some projects
on a lathe—the woodworm screw. This is basically a large screw chuck.
While you can buy a dedicated screw chuck, most scroll chucks come with a woodworm screw.
This is a machined screw held within the jaws (Photo 1). A woodworm screw is cylindrical rather than
tapered like a typical wood screw and has sharp, deep threads. These threads are designed to bite
into the workpiece with a minimum of damage to wood fibers. The screw has a base that fits beneath
and against the underside of the jaws to prevent it from being pulled from the chuck. Woodworm
screws also have four grooves or flat areas for the jaw slides or chuck jaws (or both) to fit against, to
prevent the screw from twisting and coming loose. Some, like the one that came with my Super Nova
2, have a channel that the jaws close around.
The woodworm can speed up the process of getting the exterior of small bowls
formed and a tenon turned for a chuck to grab onto. Another advantage is that you
can remove and remount the piece with a good chance of it running true.

How to use
Insert the screw into the #2 jaws and start to tighten the jaws. Pull the screw forward
so the base fits against the

Small projects
Sometimes a woodworm screw is just too
technique for small production-style
projects big or long for your project. You can easily
like knobs or chessmen.
make a screw chuck for small projects of a
A small amount of thin CA glue
applied production nature. Mount a scrap of wood
to the screw threads
before screwing the onto a faceplate (or use a threaded glue
workpiece onto
the screw will provide adblock screwed onto a woodworm screw). ditional holding,
yet the piece can still be A #10 machine screw will hold well for
removed easily.
small projects where you are only taking
light cuts. With the faceplate and wood scrap
mounted onto the lathe, drill a center hole
for the screw. The hole should be small
enough in diameter for the threads to hold
the screw firmly in place. Remove from the
lathe and screw the screw in from the back.
Remount and turn a taper to match the Smaler-sizeshopmadescrewchucksprovide
bottom of the project. You can use this taper
fast and easy mounting of small projects such as chessmen (right). Use a lag bolt if more as a visual

reference to size your project support is needed, as shown in the example on the left that uses a
faceplate and a scrap without the need for calipers. This is a great of plywood.

The Tennessee Turner
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back of the jaws, and then finish tightening. This will prevent any tendency for the screw to creep
forward when it is being used.
Ensure that the workpiece has a flat surface where it will touch the top of the chuck jaws. Pre-drill a
hole into your workpiece slightly smaller in diameter than the screw size, and about ¾" (20mm)
deep. Teknatool says drill a 5⁄16"- (8mm-) diameter hole for their woodworm screws. Oneway specifies
a 9mm- or 11⁄32"-diameter hole for their Stronghold and Talon chucks. Check the instructions that
came with your chuck for hole diameter.

A woodworm screw has its best hold in face-work such as a platter or small bowl, but can do well
with small endgrain projects. Most of the holding strength comes from the large jaw surface that is
pulled against the wood. One way to strengthen the grip even more is to make a large-diameter
hardwood washer of side-grain flat stock that fits around the jaws when closed and is even with the
top of the jaws (Photo 2).
Woodworm screws are not suitable for hollowing projects or other work where the workpiece tends to
project out from the chuck toward the tailstock more than about 4" (100mm). Longer projects tend to
cause leverage problems that require a stronger holding method than a screw chuck

Tips
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Use tailstock support as long as possible.
Keep the rpm at a safe speed for the
size of the piece, but probably no more than 600 rpm.
Do not use this chucking technique with punky or otherwise unsound wood.
When using on softer woods or green wood, you can strengthen the wood fibers by adding thin CA
glue to the walls of the drilled hole.
Do not leave green wood on a screw chuck overnight. Rust can make it extremely difficult to
remove.
If you cannot remove the piece with two hands, remove the screw from the chuck with the piece
attached
and try unthreading the screw with a wrench.
After threading on the blank, try rocking it side to side to ensure there is no movement.
Rub a little candle wax on the screw
threads to make it easier to remove the work. Keep in mind that when turning, the workpiece can
actually get tighter.
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Sometimes the standard hole is too deep for the wood. An example would be when turning a plate
from ¾" (20mm) stock. Simply add a spacer made of MDF or plywood, ⅛" to ¼" (3mm to 6mm)
thick, to shorten the amount of screw that is exposed (Photo 3). The woodworm for the Super
Nova2 or Nova G3 projects about ⅝" (16mm) while the one for the larger Titan chuck projects ¾"
(20mm) beyond the jaw surface. A hole only ⅜" (10mm) deep can securely hold a 12"- (300mm-)
diameter platter.
Mike Peace started turning shortly after retiring and enjoys a wide variety of turning from ornaments to hollow forms. He is active in three
woodturning chapters in the Atlanta area. You can see pictures of Mike’s work and read his published articles on his website,
mikepeacewoodturning.blogspot.com.

BOWL GOUGE SHARPENING ANGLES
This article was written by Kent from www.TurnAWoodBowl.com and is reprinted with permission granted per
his website. Remember this thoughts are his opinion. If you line up 12 different woodturners you might get 12
different opinions, all of which might be correct!

BOWL GOUGE SHARPENING
ANGLES – SURPRISE ANSWER
What are the best bowl gouge sharpening angles? I
can’t help but smile when I think about this question?
Like so many things in woodturning, there are
numerous answers.
Why are there so many answers?

Let me stress, the following angles are good average
starting points, but we need to dig
into this a little deeper. Keep reading, and I’ll help you
discover YOUR personal bowl gouge sharpening
angles.
Here are the approximate bowl gouge sharpening
angles for various bowl gouge styles.

•Traditional Grind – 45° (wings slightly pulled back)
•Fingernail Grind – 50° (wings width of flute)
•Modified Fingernail – 50° (wings width of shaft
•
•

diameter)
Irish Grind – 55° (wings two times tool diameter)
Micro Bevel Grind – 60-70%
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MEASURING BOWL GOUGE SHARPENING ANGLES

The best way to accurately measure the bevel angle of a bowl gouge is by using a protractor. After
experimenting with several protractors, I decided I really like this simple steel protractor with a
locking thumb screw.

Place the flat portion of the protractor base flush against the center of the bowl gouge flute. Adjust the
swinging arm until it is snug up against the bevel angle. Lock the thumb screw and read the angle
under the little tick mark indicator.
BOWL GOUGE SHARPENING ANGLES PROTRACTOR MEASUREMENT

MESSED UP MY BOWL GOUGE SHARPENING ANGLES
I remember when I first got started turning wood bowls and sharpening the bowl gouge seemed
straightforward. My mentor, Danny, took the time to show me how to use the Wolverine Varigrind Jig
to return a nice sharp edge to my bowl gouge.
As the months went by and I turned and sharpened more and more I started getting comments from
other turners during our Wednesday night turning group. “Your gouge is really swept back,” was a
comment I heard often. I shrugged it off and didn’t think about it much.
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My bowl turning improved and I apparently kept dropping the handle of my bowl gouge lower as
I sharpened it. This action swept back the side wings dramatically. “Oh you’re using an Ellsworth
grind,” someone said. “Sure, I guess. Whoever or whatever that is?” LOL! Sorry, David, I was very
green then. I feel I need to make some bowing gesture to show my unworthiness.
What I did know was that this gouge worked very well. I could hog out waste material aggressively
and then turn around and make a beautiful bevel riding clean push cut down the supported grain wall
of any bowl.
Later I learned to flip the tool over and use the wings to perform shear scraping finishes on the
outside of bowls.
I loved my bowl gouge. People called it “swept-back,” “Irish grind,” “Ellsworth grind.” I called it “my
bowl gouge.”
Then one day I read an article somewhere, and there was an example of my swept back bowl gouge.
“Cool,” I thought until I read closer.
The bevel angle for my gouge, with the swept back wings, needs to be 65° the article said. I got the
protractor and measured my bowl gouge bevel. It was 55°! Oh no, what was I doing? Apparently, I
had ruined my gouge with all my careless work on the grinder!
Quietly, I returned to the grinder hoping nobody would see me stripping away valuable metal from
my bowl gouge, desperately trying to get my bevel back to the “correct” angle. After some time at
the grinder, and with a shorter tool I returned to the lathe. The gouge felt about the same, but
something was different. What was it?
It took awhile to realize all my body motions and positions were off just a little bit. The tool cut pretty
much the same way just from a slightly different angle, because of the shifted new angle I just
ground.

BOWL GOUGE SHARPENING ANGLES ARE PERSONAL
Stop! Don’t grind away your bowl gouge just because you read a different angle number somewhere.
Instead of taking some printed number as gospel, think about how you use your tools.
First, do you use bowl gouges with all the different grind styles? I mainly use two styles.
My bowl gouges are a large 3/4” and a smaller 1/2” swept-back grind bowl gouge each with about a
55° bevel angle and a micro-bevel bowl gouge which has about a 65-70° cutting tip. These are the
only bowl gouges I use and need on a regular basis. I do have others, but those don’t get used as
much.
BOWL GOUGE SHARPENING ANGLES MY TWO MAIN BOWL GOUGES
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MICRO BEVEL GOUGE DETAIL PHOTO

The point I’m trying to make is using what works for you. If you like using a variety of different bowl
gouge styles, sizes, and bevel angles, use them. Just consider how and when you use each gouge
and why. I use my swept back gouges for all of the exterior and interior roughing and finishing bowl
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cuts. If a bowl has a deep or angled interior, I will use my secret weapon, as I like to call it, the microbevel gouge.
If you turn with a group of other turners, ask around and see if anyone has a bowl gouge with a bevel
angle dramatically different from yours. Ask to borrow their bowl gouge. You will need to turn for a
while because initially, the odd feeling may make you want to stop. Turn an entire bowl with the other
gouge and see what you think.

BOWL GOUGE SHARPENING ANGLES – SURPRISE ANSWER
Your bowl gouge sharpening angles are vital because they dictate the way YOU stand, position
yourself, move, and conform to the create bowls. Did you notice the emphasizes on “you?” Almost
any angle, within reason, on the gouge bevel will cut wood. However, if you have two bowl gouges
with bevels twenty degrees different from one another and you turned with both, you’d feel the
difference.
The answer to “which bowl gouge sharpening angles should I use?” is simple. Use what works for
YOU! Try other angles if you’d like but the right answer is whichever angle works best for
YOU!

DIFFERENT BOWL GOUGE SHARPENING ANGLES
DIFFERENT EFFECTS
By using remarkably different ground bevels, you would be feeling your body making equally extreme
adjustments. The way you need to extend your arms for an interior push cut, for instance, will differ
significantly. Bowl gouges with different angles are great for specific situations. I like to make inward
turned rimmed bowls occasionally. My 55° beveled bowl gouge cannot get up under that rim very
well. However, my micro bevel gouge at about 65-70° can reach in there. And when I switch to my
micro bevel, I also need to rearrange my body to accommodate the different cutting angle for that
gouge. Many times because of the extremely different gouge angle, I need to stand on the opposite
side of the lathe to use my micro bevel.
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BOWL GOUGE SHARPENING ANGLES PRESENTATION DIFFERENCE WITH BEVELS IN NEARLY THE SAME BOWL LOCATION

THERE IS NO STANDARD ANGLE
If you look at what turning experts and publications suggest as the “proper” bowl gouge bevel angle,
the bowl gouge bevel can range from 45 to 70 degrees.
Who is right and who is not? They all are!
There exists no organizing body that confirms and verifies correct bowl gouge bevel angles, and one
is not needed. You only need to consider what works best for YOU.
If anything, this vast range of bowl gouge sharpening angles should indicate to you that the bowl gouge is an
incredibly flexible and customizable tool.
Make your bowl gouge do what you need it to do.

Page 29 of 31

The Tennessee Turner

USE WHAT YOU HAVE FIRST

Hopefully, you can benefit from my experience.
If your bowl gouge is working well for you, don’t change your angle. Even if your angle isn’t
something that conforms to popular information.
Don’t listen to some fixed pat answer to “the correct bevel angle.” There is no such thing. And all the
experts are using what works best for them. That may or may not work well for you. With all due
respect, David Ellsworth (bowing motion).
I don’t think experts or authors are negligent in any way. They are simply sharing what works for them
or what might be an average angle that will be a good starting point for someone getting started.
Regardless of how much time you’ve turned, you probably have bowl gouge sharpening angles that
work for you. Now question them. Why do you like them? Do they work well for the type of bowls you
turn? If so, great!
If you have a gouge that doesn’t work so well, ask why? Is it because it doesn’t reach a specific area
of the bowls you turn? Does it feel uncomfortable while turning? Perhaps a different bevel angle
would change that.

DRIFTING BOWL GOUGE SHARPENING ANGLE

When you go to the grinder use precision. Carefully check the angle, your angle, you are putting on
your bevel.
When our family visited the Grand Canyon, our kids were young. During a ranger presentation,
someone asked if they could take home some rocks. The ranger explained that if everyone brought
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home just one rock, there would be no more rocks left at the Grand Canyon. The logical side of me
wanted to challenge the ranger’s story, but the general idea of preserving the park was sound.
Each time you return to the sharpening grinder, dramatic changes can occur over time from minor
infractions. It’s important to make sure the gouge bevel is flush with the sharpening wheel. A hair
raised on the tip or heel will add up much quicker than rocks leaving that hole in Arizona.
If you don’t take the time to confirm that the gouge bevel is flush with grinding wheel, your gouge
might drift to a very different bevel angle soon.

CHANGE AND MAINTAIN BOWL GOUGE SHARPENING ANGLE

The best way to change your bowl gouge sharpening angle is gradual. If you’ve questioned your
current gouge angle and want to make it perhaps ten degrees different, make that change slowly.
Each time you return to the sharpening grinder adjust the angle a degree or so and sharpen the
gouge until, after several sharpenings, you reach the desired final angle.
Keep in mind not to overheat the tool when grinding away material. Do NOT put HSS (highspeed
steel) in water if its too hot to handle or has changed color. Set it down and take a break as it cools.
Dramatic heat changes in HSS can cause stress fractures.
You may use water to cool the high-speed steel if the metal is not excessively hot or discolored.
Cooling the gouge tip frequently in water is acceptable and recommended. However, cooling an
overheated gouge in water will damage the metal.

Page 31 of 31

The Tennessee Turner

While shaping or sharpening the tip of the bowl gouge should not change color. Blue or brown
appearing on the end of the gouge indicate that metal has overheated. The colored area needs to be
removed.
If you have a more course wheel, use it to remove material and then return to the finer course wheel
to restore the sharp edge.

CONCLUSION
Hopefully, I convinced you there is really no one correct answer for the bowl gouge sharpening angle.
There are plenty of good suggestions and starting points, but the only correct answer is what works
for you.
Please let me know if you found this post helpful. And, out of curiosity, what angle do you sharpen
your bowl gouge bevels?
– Besides bowl gouges, I have many other suggestions in my Recommended Equipment Guide.
Check them out.
Thanks and Happy Turning!
Save

COMMENTS

