Psalm 110 holds a couple of statistics that seem oddly paired.  


Pride of place 



goes to the fact that it is the most quoted Psalm in the New Testament.  




Verse 1 appears in various fragments 18 times 




and verse 4 appears 7 times, 





mainly in Hebrews.  



Not bad for 7 verses.  


The second statistic that clouds the first, 



is the fact that Psalm 110 




is probably the least clear percentage wise 





of all the psalms.  



Verse 3 has multiple possibilities for each word 



and verse 7 leaves the picture unclear as well 




of what the Psalmist really meant.  





Do we end with a warrior pausing to drink 






and then continuing the pursuit of his enemy 





or is this describing some kind of ritual act 






in the anointing of a new King?

So we have the most popular Psalm that New Testament writers quoted 

and the most confusing, 


sitting in the same 7 verses.  

Psalm 110 


reminds me of the story I heard in German class 



about Robert Kennedy's speech in Berlin 




the Berlin wall went up.  

We were discussing cultural sayings that did not always translate, 


which there are many, 



but Kennedy's most famous line from that speech, 



the one most often repeated was?  




“Ich bin ein Berliner.”  



Which meant, 




“I am a Berliner.”  



It called upon the pride of once saying




“I am a Roman citizen” 



and the pride that the Berliner's should have.

Our German teacher told us 


that most Germans understood Kennedy to be saying, 



“I am a jelly donut.”  


As the Berliner 



was a term for a jelly filled donut everywhere in Germany but Berlin.  

Like many great memories from my childhood, 


fact checking the story today on the internet 



takes some of the fun out of it.  

Kennedy did use it correctly for what he meant.  

But a later writer 


made the connection to the donut reference in the Spy Novel, 



The Berlin Game, 


and it soon became urban legend reported as fact by the NY Times, 



BBC, 



MSNBC, 



CNN 



and even one of Kennedy's Biography's.  

So while it can mean both, 


the way Kennedy used it was correct 

but the Urban Legend is way more fun 


and led to spin off jokes for other German cities like, 



“Ich bin ein Hamburger 



or Ich bin ein Frankfurter” 




for those living in Hamburg Germany 




or Frankfurt Germany.

I share this story with you in this lenght, 


because it holds the same keys Psalm 110 does.  



It was the transformational speech of the cold war, 



and it is also the most commonly joked about speech of the cold war 




with the jelly-donut myth.  

So where I am going to focus is 


on the two texts that the New Testament writers helped give us context 



and a fuller Christian understanding for, 


and then make sure that the verses 2-3 


and 5-7 still make sense.

Starting with verse 1, 


we are immediately faced with a question, 



“Who is David talking about?”  

For if we take the title 


which is not separated in the Hebrew Bible like it is in our English translation, 

than we have King David saying, 



'”The Lord says to my Lord, 




sit at my right hand.”  

The tricky part is that David is King of Israel, 


so if it is David speaking, 



who is David's Lord?” 

 “Yahweh says to my Adonai.”  


The creator of the universe 



is speaking to David's Lord in the present tense, 



so someone who is currently alive, 




“Sit at my right hand.”  

Now our first instinct would be that it is David that Yahweh is speaking to, 


but that requires us to Englishize this text 



and forget that our sentence started out with David 




speaking about his Adonai 





who is not Yahweh.  

From what we know of David, 


he had no other Adonai, 


no one else to call Lord or Master at this time.  



He was now King.

Jesus in the gospels 


quotes this verse 


and gives us the answer we are looking for 



that we would not have found 



if we were limited to the clues of the Old Testament alone.  

In Matthew 22, 


we hear Jesus himself claiming to be the Christ, 


the Messiah, 



who was present then to be Lord over David 



and could still be David's son.

In taking this verse upon himself 

Jesus is taking on a number of statements about himself.  


He is taking the authority and power of God.  


Jesus is claiming to be greater than David 

and when Hebrews quotes this passage, 


greater than the angels, 



for Adonai is asked to sit at Yahweh's right hand.  



Which is what the Apostles Creed that we said last week also proclaims.  

Jesus reigns as Savior and Intercessor for us  


according to Acts 5:31 and Romans 8:34.  

The sitting is a sign of completion.  


There is not more work for the Adonai to do.  


If there were, 



he wouldn't be sitting, 



he would be up doing it.  

This is why Hebrews 10:11 can claim 


that Jesus has finished the work of the great high priest.  

That little word, “till” 


means he awaits the last surrender.  



There is a moment in any conflict 




where one side has won 




and there is no coming back.  



It can be rather boring in a sporting match, 




as one side runs out the clock.  



In a battle, 




it is harder to watch, 





because lives are still being lost, 




as a peace treaty is signed, 





but those on the forefront 






do not know that victory has been declared.  

We are losing brothers and sisters 


as they don't know the full reality of this verse, 

that Jesus has defeated the world and death.  


People are still fighting as if Jesus has not, 



to their own peril.

The image of the footstool supports this idea.  

In ancient Kingdoms, 


it was common for a King to take the symbol of a nation he had defeated 



and have it carved into the leg of his footstool.  


So when a member of that conquered nation came 



and kneeled before the King, 



they were looking at the symbol of their former nation, 




underneath the dirty feet of the King 





and were reminded that the battle had been decided.  

Jesus won the battle on calvary.  


Death and sin were defeated for all eternity.  

But the Lord is still waiting for the fulfillment of time for all to know, 


but the symbols of sin and death are carved into the legs of his footstool 



and are eternally reminded that their power is no more.


We actually wear this symbol around our neck and have it on our walls.



This is the symbol of the cross.

Verses 2 and 3 promote this idea further.  


Verse 2 tells us that the King wielding the scepter 



has the backing of Yahweh.  

As he follows Yahweh's leading, 


his might is increased, 


as opposed to decreased.  

This opposes our natural plan 


of thinking that if we can just get free of God 



we will have more freedom and power.  

The picture of verse 3, 


without getting lost in all of the possibilities, 



is that since the battle is won, 



the scepter is able to smash all that are in its way, 


so everyone willingly joins in the cause 



willing to lay down their life for what is clearly the best 



and eternal way.  


Romans describes it as being “a living sacrifice.”

Which brings us to the verse 4.  


If you are going to have a living sacrifice, 



you need someone to offer those up.  

Which brings us to the priestly order of Melchizedek.  


This name is dropped only here 



and in Genesis 14 in the whole Old Testament.  

But as I mentioned earlier, 


Hebrews uses it 8 times in chapters 5-8.  

Melchezedek's name means righteousness.  

He was the King of Salem, 


the Hebrew word for “peace.”  

He is different from the normal Priests 


in that there is not the checks and balances that existed in Israel's system 


and in our government.  

In the United States, 


the Supreme Court, 


Congress, 


and the Executive Branch all have checks and balances 



that are supposed to keep each other from abusing their power 



and make sure no one gets too powerful.  

Israel had the same division with King, 


Priest, 


and Prophet.  

We hear of the Nathan the prophet 


checking David's abuse of power with Bathsheeba 

and the major and minor prophets 


checking priests and the kings power throughout scripture.  

A good king did not do anything 


that was not also blessed by the priestly side.  

But Melchizedek is different from the Levite line that descended from Aaron, 


while Moses took on the Kingly side, 


and Miriam took on the prophetic mantle.  

Melchizedek was both priest and king, 

just as Jesus is pictured in scripture as being.  


As Hebrews works through this idea, 



there is the acknowledgment that normally, 




separation of power is a good thing.  



Absolute Power corrupts Absolutely.  

But what if this person who has absolute power 


also has absolute purity, 


absolute righteousness?  

With 99.999% to just shy of infinity certainty, 


having the full power of ruling over the people, 


mediating between the people and God, 


and speaking the voice of God should be avoided.  

The only way this would work out well, 


is if the one wielding it, 



had the knowledge, 



wisdom, love, 



justice, power, 




and whatever other characteristic of God scripture speaks of, 




that God has.  

The person would have to be God in human flesh for this to work out well.  


The writer of Hebrews makes the case that Jesus is this person.

Melchizedek's standing over Abraham 


points to Jesus' call to be more than just the King of Israel, 



but of the world.  

The forever tells us that the sacrifice is sufficient for all time. 

If we pair this with our earlier sitting comment in verse 1, 


we are reminded that Jesus' work is done.  

He is just waiting for all his enemies to submit before him 


and they will see their image carved  into his footstool already.

Verses 5-7 finish out this conquering side, 


adding in a Warrior Kingly Priest 



who will conquer our foes 



and bring all those who stand against him to justice.  

Adding in the motif of judge to the mix.  


This is clear in verses 5 and 6.  

Verse 7 leaves room for interpretation 


as already mentioned.  

But whether it is a refreshing pause before the work is done 

or a ritualistc drink before ascending to the full calling, 


the Psalm is clear 



that the person is more than sufficient to carry out the task.  

This is why the writer of Hebrews loved this Psalm.  

This is why Jesus himself quoted this Psalm 


to try and explain who he was 



with those with ears to hear.  

May this Psalm help us hold together all that Jesus is 


and promises us, 

so that we don't get off track 


chasing some story of Jesus being a Jelly-donut.  

Instead, 


we hear some of the clearest statements about who our Messiah is 


and why this is important for the morale and trust 



in the last throes of battle that lays before us.

Remember the war has already won,


some just have not heard the good news.


Maybe because they are focused on jelly donuts instead.
