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Code update
Illinois is a “home rule” state

1

2



Low-slope technical update January 14-16, 2026

2
2026 Trade Show & Seminars
Chicago Roofing Contractors Association

City of Chicago
chicago.gov → Dept of Buildings

codes.iccsafe.org and search “Chicago”

City of Chicago
chicago.gov → Dept of Buildings

2021 IECC amended
Effective: November 1, 2022
Version:  February 2023

https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/CHIETC2022P1
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Elsewhere in the State of Illinois
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State of Illinois, except the City of Chicago
cdb.illinois.gov → Illinois Codes

2024 IECC amended 
Effective: November 30, 2025

https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/ILECC2024P1
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Optional adoption for State of Illinois jurisdictions
cdb.illinois.gov → Illinois Codes

Draft 2024 IECC with enhancing amendments
Adopted in Evanston.  Other adoptions pending

https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/ILSEC2023P1

IL SB 1742/Public Act 104-0121
Rooftop Safety for First Responders Act
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Some code process “concerns”

• Increased us of a legislative route to adopt code 
modifications instead of the established code development 
process

• Specific roofing-industry segments opposing roofing 
contractors’ interests in the code development process:
– Manufacturer associations (i.e., PIMA)

– Some manufacturers
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Technical issues
Low-slope roofing

“Moisture” meter concerns
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These meters do not read moisture…
…they are reading relative conductivity, which can be 
correlated to specific materials in specific conditions 

when properly calibrated. 

Diving rod for dowsing
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Considerations
“Moisture” meters

• Read/understand the instruction manual

• Understand device sensitivity

• Understand proper operating conditions

• Proper calibration/recalibration is critical

• Don’t overstate the meter’s capability

• Verify job-specific results with gravimetric analysis 
(e.g., ASTM C1616)
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Link
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Considerations…

• Be extra cautious of handheld moisture meters

• The “dryness” of gypsum board products is somewhat 
unknown

• NRCA cautions mopped- or torch-application to 
gypsum board products

Polyiso. storage
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Rolling tarp system
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Fastener issues
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Roof drain issues
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Membrane discoloration
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Other topics and your questions
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Questions…
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Mark S. Graham
Vice President, Technical Services
National Roofing Contractors Association
Two Pierce Place, Suite 1200
Itasca, Illinois 60143

(847) 299-9070
mgraham@nrca.net
www.nrca.net

Personal website:  www.MarkGrahamNRCA.com
LinkedIn:  linkedin.com/in/MarkGrahamNRCA
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