If you were swimming in the deep theology of the last few weeks in Chapter 15, 


I hope the fall back to Earth was not too dramatic for you.  

Chapter 16 is our reminder 


that this piece of writing was not a treatise on Theology originally, 


but it was a letter dealing with real life practical issues 



between a teacher and his students.  

We get to see in this, 


that Paul's theology is heavenly minded, 


but earthly grounded.  

It is not meant just for correction or ideals, 


but it is meant to help us in our practical living.  

We get here, in verses 1-4, 


a recommendation from Paul on how to address the issue of giving.  

In these four verses, 


there is nothing extensive or ground breaking transpiring.  


Rather, there is some basic common sense wisdom.  

That wisdom however, 


is the based on some of the grand thinking about God we have read already 


and see more developed in 2 Corinthians.  

So I would like to take some time putting some flesh onto these four verses 


to help us understand Paul's thinking better.

Paul is taking up a collection for God's people.  

The first question is, 


“Who are God's people?”  



The Corinthians,



 the apostles, 



the churches, 



who?  

It is narrowed down in verse 3 to people in Jerusalem.  


Which is fine, 


but why would people in Greece 



be sending money to people in Jerusalem?  

Paul's extensive travel was unique.  


Most people did not leave their village during their lifetime, 


let alone go to another continent.  

Why did the Corinthians and Paul feel the need 


to send their hard earned dollars to another gathering of God's people?  

Why didn't they keep it in their own little pockets 


and use it to fund the work of God on the front missionary lines, 



which the Corinthians 



and we in Skagway are?  

There is always a use for the money we have for ourselves, 


is there not?

Paul is taking up the collection 


and sending it onto the church in Jerusalem, 



because he feels a debt there 



and a barrier in their relationship.  

We hear him expound this more in the text of Romans, 


as he talks about God working through the Jews to bring about Jesus, 


but them rejecting Jesus, 



so that the Gentiles were grafted into the family tree.  

Paul believes that the church is one 


and is trying to get the churches to buy into that idea.  


He is trying to get them to put their money where his mouth is.

The Corinthians would never know about Jesus 


without the brothers and sisters in Jerusalem going through the trials they did 



as followers of Jesus.  


The church has been persecuted 


and a famine is upon them.  

They are making it by, 


but there is a possibility that they are thinking they are doing this all on their own.  


That they are in this by themselves.  

Paul's hope is that a collection delivered to them, 


will remind them see that this is not the case.   

They will see that spreading the Good News is a good thing, 


it grows the body 


and makes it stronger.  

The whole discussion of the body being weak and strong, 


made up of many parts comes into play here.  

The Corinthians currently have the money, 

the believers in Jerusalem are at the root of the new life 


the Corinthians have been grafted into.  

Paul has been around Jesus' work long enough to know 


that blessing others builds God's church.

So the next question is, 


how do we go about getting the money together?  

Well, do what the Galatian churches were told to do.  


On the first day of the week, 



set aside a portion of the money that has come in.  

The idea being, 


a little adds up to a lot over time 


and this saves that last minute scrambling to come up with something to give.

This seems straight forward 


and we tend to want to read over it 


and get to the end of the letter.  

However, 


there is a principle that we usually do not work from, 



that is worthy to spend time on.  

It is the practice of looking at what you have made 


and figuring how much you can give away, 


rather than how much you can keep.  

That is what Paul was trying to say with the phrase, 


“Set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income.”

Each week, 


life happens 



and some things cost more, 



some things cost less this week.  

Do we look at our finances and ask, 


“Where else can I give?” 

or do we say, 


“Where else is demanding my money?”  

Our PFD has this option with it, 


but I have a really hard time framing the options the way Paul would.  

I hear these requests to support non-profits as, 


“Give me some of your money.”  

Where as, 


I should be hearing it as,



 here is an easy opportunity to share this blessing of money with others, 




you are welcome.  

Imagine how we would be connected with other people though 


if this was how we approached our money.  

If each dollar, each possession, each minute, 


was viewed as a way to benefit someone else.

What is the other option?  

The other option is fundraisers, 


bake sales, 


telethons, 


phoneathons.  



Paul is trying to avoid this.

It is kind of crazy the amount of work that people put in 


to encourage us to give.  

There have been fundraisers the last couple of weeks for Eric Magnuson, 


Billie Clem, 


and Blaine Mero.  



They raised over $5000 and $15000 respectively.  

In order to do so, 


others donated and cooked food for hours, 


gathered donations, 


set  up auctions, 


and many other things to show their support.  

Good food was had 

and good community gatherings were enjoyed.  


But the question remains, 



why do we have to be entertained and coaxed out of giving our money




where we should be giving it in the first place?

This is why Paul encourages them to set aside some money each week, 


so that when he arrives, 



he doesn't have to have a bake sale, 



or have a bbq, 



or a fund drive filling up a thermometer.  

His expectation is to ride into town 


and have the people bring forth the money for the believers in Jerusalem 



that they have been saving up.  

His job will be to help make the connections with the people in Jerusalem, 


and if the Corinthians so desire, 



to go with them to Jerusalem.  

God's Grace is not to be earned


nor does it come with a complimentary tote bag.

God's grace comes freely, 


because Jesus has already paid the price.

The final piece to notice, 


is that the Corinthians will be sending some of their own people to Jerusalem.  

With the ability to wire transfer, 


or even just use your phone to pay all of our bills, 



we are missing out on a few things today.  

For with the gift, 


came the messenger bringing greetings and stories there 


and bringing them back home.  

I grew up with a mailbox.  


So I looked forward to getting mail even then.  

However, 


now when I go get mail, 



I get what is in the box, 



but I also get so many other stories and experiences 




shared with me in the Post Office.  


The interaction with the deliverers was important, 



sometimes more so than the package or mail itself.

We are human beings who have the world at our finger tips 


as long as we have service.  

But I would encourage you to not always be so efficient.  


To take your gift to people at times, 


to deliver the card yourself.  



That is how the body is built up.  


Halibut in hand 



makes it much more likely to be invited in for a conversation 



than halibut mailed to someone.  

Those who deliver Christmas Cards to people's houses are not just saving 49 cents.  


They have figured out what Paul intended 


and what we as Christians should desire to do as well.  



To bless 



and know the people around them.  


So that walls would be torn down


and the body of Christ would be built up.

So without explicitly saying it, 


Paul's theology of the letter 



is still at work in the routine parts of life.  

May we order our lives in a similar manner, 


so that our belief in God's in-breaking kingdom 



reworks the routines of our life 



into God's life giving rhythms.
