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Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky Gives Washington Update
– by Cate Whitcomb
August 6, 2013 — Congresswoman Janice Schakowsky spoke to
a group of nearly 60 League members at a luncheon on Tuesday,
August 6. The event, held at the King Home, was the annual
legislative update held during the summer. The Congresswoman
reported that the news from Washington was not as good as
might be hoped.
She began by reminding those attending of the celebration of
100 Years of Voting held by the League at the Willard House on
June 14 and remarking it was a great event. She reminded us of
the recent Supreme Court decision which struck down Section 4
of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and that almost immediately
Texas and North Carolina enacted laws to restrict citizen’s voting
rights. She said she is reading Congressman John Lewis’ book
Walking With the Wind which recounts his protests for equal
voting rights in the south in the 1960’s which is a worthwhile
reminder of what was sacrificed to gain equal voting rights. There
are bills in process that will try to alter the effects of the decision.
She suggested that it might be fitting to re-enact the Mississippi
Summer next year and galvanize young people all over the state
and the country to register as many voters as possible.
One comment from the audience was on the Defense of Marriage
Act and the Supreme Court striking down the law; the comment
was “No more, yay!” The Congresswoman went on to say that
there are some things that have the stamp of inevitability, in this
case equal rights and marriage equality for gay and lesbian
couples, but it does not seem immediately evident when that
equality will be achieved.
The other area which also has the mark of inevitability is
immigration reform. She says the bill that exists at present is not
perfect but would take 11 million residents of the U.S. out of the
shadows and onto the path toward citizenship. She reported that
Luis Gutiérrez, Illinois representative from the 4th district, is
traveling the country this summer building a coalition of support
for the bill. When Congress reconvenes in the fall the next
struggle will be to meet the Hastert Rule requirement of having
enough votes to pass the bill before it can be introduced. She
believes there are enough votes but it will be challenging. She is
hopeful that something will be passed by the end of the year.

Left to right: Cate Whitcomb, Jan Schakowsky and Rebecca Liron,
Northwestern University student and Schakowsky aide

She next touched on women’s health issues which seem to have
become ruled by partisanship in a much greater way than when
she first took office 13 years ago. After Wendy Davis’ heroic
filibuster in Texas trying to prevent the restrictive law for women’s
health which was later passed, Schakowsky’s staff researched and
found that 15 or more major bills restricting choice for women
were enacted across the country this spring. She is clearly
discouraged by this revelation, stating, “Trust me, there are many
women who resent men making personal decisions about their
reproductive lives, particularly male politicians.”
She covered other topics including the collection of telephone
data by the National Security Agency (NSA) in light of the
information released by government contractor Edward Snowden.
She assured us that the government is not “listening” to anyone’s
phone calls, and that where and how information is stored will
probably change. As a member of the House Intelligence
Committee the information she can share is restricted. In the area
of gun control, one that she thought would carry that “stamp of
inevitability” after the massacre of the school children at Sandy
Hook as well as the many other multiple shootings, she reported
that there is a campaign underway for pension plans to divest
investments from gun manufacturers. In the area of health care,
she said that Republicans are dedicated to repealing Obama Care
continued on page 8

President’s Letter

League of Women Voters®
of evanston

Dear Friends,
I just came in from finishing a project that I started at the beginning of the
summer – striping the many, many layers of paint off of my office door. I began in
May and it is now August. You know it is a long, tedious, and in the final stages,
pain staking process. But the reward is going to be a beautiful, 87 year old door,
restored to the gorgeous original. As I begin my Presidency of the Evanston
League I contemplate the depth and breadth of the talent and knowledge of the
presidents who preceded me. There is a tradition that I am charged with carrying
forward, a solid and respected one, polished and bright by their contributions and
it’s my duty to carry it on into this new century.
Casey Christensen, the incoming Vice President for Membership, and I are in the
midst of another refinishing project in the League office. We are combing the
files, reviewing the materials that are there, making new file labels, sorting things
chronologically and alphabetically, organizing things to be given to the Evanston
History Center for safe keeping, and generally “cleaning up.” We are enjoying
ourselves as we learn what is in the office and about the issues, positions and
program studies that have happened over the past decades.
My predecessors have been eloquent and philosophical in their letters to you each
month. You will find that I excel in more task oriented messages! Here are some
points of information or places that you may want to be involved:
1) There is now a Google Calendar for LWVE program announcements which
you can see on the web site. If you keep a Google calendar you can ask to be
added which will let you see LWVE events on your own calendar. Let me know
and I will add you.
2) Look for the notice in this Intercom about the contest to update the name
of our monthly newsletter. The winner will get a year’s paid membership to
the League.
3) There is a group forming around the Voter Rights Act and the Supreme
Court decision that eliminated major protection. Look for more information
in the near future as they define their goals for this next year.
4) The Wilmette League is planning to conduct a study on the treatment
of storm water and the impact on communities that border Lake Michigan.
If you want to be involved please contact the Wilmette League.
5) Join me in thanking Katy Pendleton and her staff of workers for their weekly
attention to our mail, messages, filing and response to questions that keeps
the work of the League on target and organized. Thank you Katy, Anna, Sandy,
Marge, Judy, Joan and Helene. At least one more volunteer is needed to
help with the work done in the office. Please contact Katy
at katypen@att.net or 847-328-1936 to volunteer.
As I finish this letter my door is back in position, now refinished,
gleaming in the light with the brass knob shining. It’s my vision
for the Evanston League, shining, strong, beautiful with age-old
patina, that we will all be energized this year, bringing great
ideas and actions to our community. Looking forward to working
with all of you.
Best Regards,

Cate

2100 Ridge Ave Evanston, IL 60201
847-866-7844
Office E-Mail: lwvevanston@att.net
Web Site: www.lwve.org
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hull house Tour — may 2013
by Elizabeth Kinney

Alice Hamilton, Julia Lathrop
and Grace and Edith Abbott.
A group visited the Jane
From their experiences in the
Addams Hull House on the
neighborhood, the Hull House
University of Illinois at Chicago
residents and their supporters
Circle campus on Friday, May
forged a powerful reform
17, 2013 as a follow up to our
movement.
Among
the
talk about Jane Addams by
projects that they helped
launch were the Immigrants’
Professor Beth Kelly in March.
Protective
League,
the
We were fortunate to have a
Juvenile Protective Association,
very well informed and
the first juvenile court in the
interesting tour guide.
nation,
and
a
Juvenile
Psychopathic Clinic (later called
Hull House, Chicago’s first
From left to right: Valerie Krejcie, Elizabeth Kinney, Betty Hayford
the Institute for Juvenile
social settlement was not only
and Diane Korling by a photo of Jane Addams at Hull House
Research). Through their efforts,
the private home of Jane
the Illinois legislature enacted
Addams and other Hull House
protective legislation for women and children in 1893. While Ida B.
residents, but also a place where immigrants of diverse
Wells-Barnett did not live at Hull House, she and Jane Addams
communities gathered to learn, to eat, to debate, and to
worked together to block the establishment of segregated public
acquire the tools necessary to put down roots in their new
schools in Chicago. In 1909 they signed “The Call” which led to the
country. The Museum is comprised of two of the settlement
establishment of the National Association for the Advancement of
complex’s original thirteen buildings, the Hull home and the
Colored People (NAACP).
residents’ dining hall.
When Jane Addams and Ellen Gates Starr first opened Hull House
in 1889, they had very modest goals. The imagined a place to offer
art and literary education to their less fortunate neighbors. The
role of Hull House, however, quickly grew beyond what either
Gates or Addams could have imagined and continuously evolved
to meet the needs of their neighbors which in the 1890s included
Italian, Irish, German, Greek, Bohemian, Russian and Polish
immigrants. The residents of Hull House, at the request of the
community, began to offer practical classes that might help the
new immigrants become more integrated into American society,
such as English language, cooking, sewing and technical skills, and
American government. The residents were women and men who
chose to live at Hull House; they paid rent and contributed to the
activities and services that the settlement was committed to
providing to its neighbors. These services included, but were not
limited to, a nursery and a kindergarten, a public kitchen, and
access to public baths and a playground. Hull House became not
only a cultural center with music, art and theater offerings, but also
a safe haven and a place where immigrants could find
companionship, support and assistance to help them cope with
life in Chicago.
The residents of Hull House formed an impressive group,
including Jane Addams, Ellen Gates Starr, Florence Kelley, Dr.

Currently, Hull House is working with other institutions on a survey
of domestic workers, including day care for both children and
adults and home health care workers – an often forgotten group.

June 14 rally – A Phenomenal Success!
– by Susan Black
On Friday, June 14 almost 200 people gathered in front of the
Frances Willard House Museum located at 1730 Chicago Avenue
to celebrate 100 years of Illinois women winning the right to vote.
Greetings were delivered by Mayor Elizabeth Tisdahl, Cook
County Commissioner Larry Suffredin, State Representative Robyn
Gabel, and U.S. Representative Jan Schakowsky. An incredible
presentation by Catherine Waugh McCulloch (as portrayed by Ms.
Leslie Goddard) took participants back to June 14, 1913 in sharing
the events leading up to the passage of the legislation in
Springfield. The Ridgeville Park Band serenaded the audience
with patriotic songs. Through the totally brilliant leadership and
vision of Cate Whitcomb and Lori Osborne and the community
groups who co-sponsored with us, this event created a high level
of awareness among a diverse cross-section of Evanstonians
about the importance of women winning the right to vote.
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health & hospitals Board Chair
Brings Us Up to Date at Lunch & Learn
News from the Cook County League
by Priscilla Mims, Cook County League of Women Voters
David Carvahlo, Chair of the independent Board of the Cook
County Health & Hospitals System (HHS), was the featured
speaker at the July 31 “Lunch & Learn with the League”
sponsored by the League of Women Voters of Cook County.
With a budget of $1 billion, including $250 million from Cook
County taxpayers, the HHS makes up 1/3 of the 2013 Cook
County Government budget. Besides Stroger and Provident
Hospitals, HHS is composed of the Oak Forest Health Center,
local clinics that make up the Ambulatory & Community

Unlike private health care providers, HHS provides treatment
beyond critical care. Further, Cook County is one of the few
counties in the U.S. that provides health care for those unable
to pay.

than $15,000 to $21,000/year), live in Cook County, are 19 to
64 years old, and are U.S. citizens or legal immigrants who
have been here at least 5 years. Even though under this
waiver the Federal government pays only half the costs of
this expanded Medicaid coverage (in contrast to 2014 when
the Federal government will pay all of the costs), it is still very
beneficial to Cook County and HHS to have the expanded
coverage now in order to get 50 cents on the $1 versus
nothing. HHS had a goal when it set its 2013 budget to get
at least 90,000 people signed up under what is called
“County Care.” Mr. Carvahlo reported that as of July, 82,000
applications for this expanded coverage had been
processed.

HHS expects that major changes are coming with the
increased Medicaid and insurance coverage required under
the Federal Affordable Care Act as of 2014. HHS knows that
it is vital that patients who now will have a greater choice as
to where they seek treatment continue to look to HHS.
Otherwise, the number of patients may go down, but the
percentage of those without any means to pay (mainly illegal
immigrants and those who refuse to obtain health insurance)
will increase, putting more of a burden on taxpayers. That
may be a burden that is politically unsustainable.

The 10 - member (plus one County Commissioner)
independent Board was created in 2008 with the hope that
politics and patronage would be eliminated, business
practices would be vastly improved, and HHS would once
again be known for the quality of its patient care. The Board
members now have staggered terms and are appointed by
the Cook County President with the approval of the Cook
County Board of Commissioners. Mr. Carvahlo was among
those first appointed in 2008, serving as the chair of the HHS
Board’s Finance Committee before becoming Board chair in

Health Network, the Ruth M. Rothstein CORE Center for
HIV/AIDS treatment, Cermak Health Services (for the inmates
of the Cook County Jail), and the Cook County Department
of Public Health. During 2012, HHS saw 600,000 ambulatory
care visits; 200,000 emergency room visits, and 25,000
hospital admissions. Fifty-seven percent (57%) of the patients
are “self-pay,” meaning that they are not covered by
Medicaid, Medicare, or other insurance.

2012. His term ends in June, 2014.
HHS has gotten a start on some of the changes through a
Section 1115 Waiver from the Federal Health & Human
Services Department that allows Cook County to expand
Medicaid coverage now (rather than waiting until 2014) to
those who earn 133% of the U.S. poverty level or below (less

This was the 10th “Lunch & Learn with the League,” which
has become an annual low-cost fundraiser for the Cook
County League that also helps further the League mission of
educating people about Cook County government.
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Active and Generous LWVe members Keep Finances Strong
by Betty Hayford, August 2013
The League of Women Voters of Evanston
(LWVE) closed the 2012-2013 year in sound
fiscal condition, thanks to active and
generous members. As of June 30, 2013,
the LWV Evanston had more than $10,000
in its checking account, more than $20,000
in the Ed Fund, and over $11,600 in
reserves in First Bank and Trust.
During the year, the league sponsored its
annual legislative lunch with four representatives from
Springfield, five monthly program lunches, a new member
event in December, the annual meeting in May, and in June a
grand rally to celebrate 100 years of Voting in Illinois.
Members’ energy and contributions enable us to come
together and inform ourselves of important issues, and also
support our vital mission of voter service, along with candidate
forums and voter registration initiatives.
Our expenditures and revenues followed the pattern
presented at the annual meeting, although a deficit resulted
because revenues were less than expected (fewer dues
received in June 2013 and no Intercom ad revenue collected)
and expenses were greater (additional efforts included
viewings of Patriocracy in September and Iron-Jawed Angels
in December, and total expenses of $2,411 for our celebration
in June of 100 Years of Illinois Women Voting, with additional
support from the Ed Fund).
Regular annual expenses are the office, especially phone and
rent, and Per Member Payments for the national, state and
Cook County leagues. National PMP is $31, state PMP is $27

and Cook County PMP is $4. Dues are set at $70, and with
many members paying at the senior level of $65. This cannot
cover our basic operating expenses, and the willingness of
many members to make additional contributions is essential
for any new activities.
The Education Fund is a vital resource, and an active
committee organized the biennial Education Fund dinner in
May with a powerful program on money and media in the
political sphere. The dinner, a silent auction, and contributions
brought a net of $11,784 into the Fund. Major expenses from
the Fund were:
• $6,120 for printing and photo rights for the ninth edition
of This Is Evanston published in the fall (additional photo
rights were paid for last year); so far, sales have returned
$2850 to the Fund, and will continue for several years.
• $1,499 for street banners and rally brochures for 100
Years of Voting.
• The annual Constitution Contest for District 65 seventh
graders cost $678.
• Candidate forums required $309.
National league procedures allow for some PMP costs to be
paid from the Ed Fund – one-half of national PMP and onequarter of state PMP. The Education Fund reimburses the
operating fund for one-quarter of annual office expenses,
totaling $2,260 this year.
The League of Women Voters of Evanston is in a strong
financial position, and we are able to move forward towards
our purposes of establishing positions on public policy, taking
actions to advance these positions, and enhancing citizen
participation in the election and political process.

membership news
It’s almost time for our annual membership event at the
Farmer’s Market in downtown Evanston. We will have a table
set up on September 21st from 7:00 am - 1:00 pm. If you are
interested in doing a 2 hour shift that morning please
contact me. This is a fun event and a great opportunity for
the League to show its presence in the community!

I’ve decided to form a membership committee in order to
identify and recruit new members. We are a vibrant and
strong community; let’s spread the word. Finally, if you
haven’t sent your renewal in yet, please do so. Thanks!
Casey Christensen at
847-204-4688 or casey208@comcast.net

Welcome New Members: Marjorie Rogasner & Lois Taft
League of Women Voters of Evanston
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League of Women Voters of evanston - FInAnCIAL rePorT - FY 2013
eXPenSeS

evanston operating Fund
Year-to-date
FYE 2013
as of 6/30/13
Adopted

A. operating Costs
Supplies
Postage
Telephone
Insurance
Rent
Copying
Website Maintenance
Equipment
SUB-ToTAL

evanston education Fund
Year-to-date
FYE 2013
as of 6/30/13
Adopted

881.44
0.00
1,410.63
115.00
2,620.00
112.00
394.56
56.68
5,590.31

200.00
150.00
1,400.00
250.00
2,650.00
150.00
250.00
300.00
5,350.00

1,375.50

1,340.00

B. President & Board
C. State or national Conventions
D. Financial Support
National PMP ($31)
State PMP ( $27)
Cook County PMP ($4)
Lake Michigan Dues
SUB-ToTAL

0.00
606.00

100.00
800.00

0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00

2,480.00
3,240.00
720.00
25.00
6,465.00

2,480.00
3,240.00
540.00
25.00
6,285.00

2,480.00
1,080.00
0.00
0.00
3,560.00

2,480.00
1,080.00
180.00
0.00
3,740.00

e. Publications
Intercom Production
Intercom Postage
Directory
SUB-ToTAL

2,311.00
641.08
337.00
3,289.08

2,700.00
900.00
350.00
3,950.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
885.00

1,000.00

125.00

0.00

6,120.00

3,000.00

3,810.36
1,128.00
839.50
0.00
920.65
2,054.00
8,752.51

2,500.00
1,250.00
1,200.00
100.00
500.00
0.00
5,550.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
1,499.88
1,499.88

0.00
0.00
0.00
500.00
0.00
0.00
500.00

0.00
0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00
0.00

6,947.20
0.00
6,947.20

10,000.00
0.00
10,000.00

0.00
0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00
0.00

309.91
678.04
987.95

1,000.00
800.00
1,800.00

21,375.53

21,380.00

F. This is evanston
G. Programs and meetings
Monthly Programs
Annual Meeting
Legislative Luncheon
Studies
Co-sponsoring events/membership program
100 Years of Voting - Ed. Fund
SUB-ToTAL
h. Fundraising
Major Fundraiser - Ed Fund (not in 2014)
Progressive Dinner
SUB-ToTAL
I.

Voters Service (ed Fund)
Forums
Citizens Digest/Constitution Contest
SUB-ToTAL
SUB-ToTAL In eD FUnD:

J.

Carryover to FYe 2015 - ed. Fund
ToTAL eXPenDITUreS

0.00

0.00

0.00

17,977.00

$24,827.90

$22,035

$21,375.53

$39,357.00
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League of Women Voters of evanston - FInAnCIAL rePorT - FY 2013
reVenUe

evanston operating Fund
FYE 2013
Year-to-date
as of 6/30/13
Adopted

A. Dues
Members
B. Contributions
Members
C. Publications
Ads - Intercom
This is Evanston (Ed Fund)
D. Fundraising
Progressive Dinner
Phonathon
Major Fundraiser - Ed Fund (not in 2014)
e. Programs & meetings
Monthly Programs
Annual Meeting
Legislative luncheon
100 Years of Voting
F.

Interest

G. reimbursement from ed Fund
(Office expense/publications)

evanston education Fund
Year-to-date
FYE 2013
as of 6/30/13
Adopted

8,907.00

11,050.00

0.00

0.00

770.00

1,200.00

760.00

500.00

0.00
0.00

1,700.00
0.00

0.00
2,850.00

0.00
500.00

0.00
595.00
0.00

0.00
500.00
0.00

0.00
0.00
18,731.35

0.00
0.00
20,000.00

3,791.00
1,115.00
1,180.00
0.00

2,785.00
1,250.00
1,200.00
0.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
508.60

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

0.00

10.00

0.00

50.00

2,260.50

2,340.00

0.00

0.00

22,849.95

21,050.00

SUB-ToTAL In eD FUnD:
h. Carryover to ed Fund FY 14
ToTAL InCome

0.00

0.00

0.00

18,307.41

$18,618.50

$22,035.00

$22,849.95

$39,357.00

LWVe operating Fund
Balance Sheet

LWVe education Fund
Balance Sheet

$29,548.22

$18,846.41

Receipts to date:

18,618.50

22,849.95

Expenses to date:

24,827.90

21,375.53

$23,338.82

$20,320.83

Balance on 7/1/12:

Balance on 6/30/13:

League of Women Voters of Evanston

The InTerCom

7

Voter registration Updates
from mary morris
Deputy registrar Training League
members who wish to become certified or
recertified by Cook County should contact Mary Morris at
550morris@live.com. Please submit your name, address,
telephone number and email address. You will be contacted to
either schedule a training appointment or a training class.
new Law Allows 17-year olds to Vote in Illinois Primary
elections This summer the Illinois legislature passed legislation
which was signed by Governor Quinn that for the first time allows
17 year old citizens to vote in primary elections. The law is
effective January 1, 2014. The Gubernatorial Primary is March 18
and therefore to vote in that election, 17- year olds must be
registered between January 1 and February 18, the last day to
register for that election. Those who will be 18 years old on or
before November 3, 2014 can register and vote in the General
Election.
online Voter registration Coming July 1, 2014 The Illinois
legislature passed and Governor Quinn signed into law online
voter registration in July. To register online, voters must have an
Illinois Drivers License or Illinois State ID. The voter must submit
their name, address, the date of issuance of their license or ID
and the last four digits of their Social Security number. Data
matches will be made with the Secretary of State.
A number of states have instituted this procedure in an effort
to improve efficiency and save money. It is also a recognition
that younger people are used to conducting business online.

Lake michigan LWV Begins Discussion
of Storm Water Challenges
– by Cate Whitcomb
On June 18, in Wilmette, the Lake Michigan
League held a meeting calling it “Storm Water:
From the Ground Up.” The meeting was cosponsored by member Leagues of Evanston,
Glencoe, Glenview, Winnetka-Northfield-Kenilworth and
Wilmette. A group of nearly 100 citizens, both League
members and others, gathered to hear presentations from:
• David St. Pierre, Executive Director Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District;
• Diane Tecic, Director, Illinois Coastal Management
Program speaking on the Coastal Management
Program;
• Jeff Hutton and Jan Carpenter, Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency speaking on the Illinois Green Infra
Structure Grant Program;

• Ryan Wilson, Program Manager, Center for
Neighborhood Technology speaking on Investing in
Stormwater Solutions for Your Property and
Neighborhood;
• Judy Beck, Lake Michigan Manager, US EPA GLNPO,
was the moderator.
The Lake Michigan League saw the June 18th forum as the
start to a discussion about coordinated responses to intense
storms occurring in the Lake Michigan and Chicago River
watersheds, and the flooding and water pollution that follows.
The League of Women Voters of Wilmette will be conducting a
study on storm water issues this next year. If you are interested
in participating in this study please contact the Wilmette League
www.lwvwilmette.org/contact.html
Washington Update continued from page 1
and are actively encouraging people to not sign up for health
insurance by January 2014 as mandated by the new law.
Acknowledging that there are things that need to be changed in
the Health Care law she said that those changes cannot be made
if the other side is not willing to sit down and discuss the issues.
Responding to questions from the audience she said that hunger
in America, particularly among children, 1 out of 5 of whom are
considered “food insecure,” is of overriding concern to her. She
said it was fortunate that the Farm Bill was defeated as it was
slated to cut $20 billion from SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program) but that the bill they may consider in the fall
proposes cuts of $40 billion. There is more evidence of fraud and
abuse in the crop insurance program of the Farm Bill than there is
in SNAP. She noted that the demonization of the poor is
astonishing and it is new. In all previous economic downturns
there has not been this disregard of the poor and their needs.
Also notable in Washington is what Schakowsky calls
“generational” warfare, where Republicans characterize spending
money on the elderly as a waste, emphasizing that it is spending
money on the past not the future. She said social service
spending is for families, to increase the stability and welfare of all
age groups. The minimum wage is not sufficient for anyone to
live on and Congress does not seem to understand. The current
minimum wage is $7.25 per hour -- and if you work 40 hours per
week making minimum wage, you're only making $14,500 per
year. She responded to questions about the budget, saying she
thinks a continuing resolution is the best that can be expected in
the fall. The issue of education of early childhood is one that
President Obama is talking about as well.
In spite of the largely negative news she ended by asserting that
she still believes in people power and thanked the League for its
work to protect and enable everyone’s right to vote.
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LWVe Calendar of events
Tuesday, September 17 Starts 11:15 am
State of the State, A Celebration of 100 Years
of Women's Suffrage In Illinois
presented by League of Women Voters of Illinois
Union League Club of Chicago
5 West Jackson Street in chicago
this annual event will continue our celebration of
the 100th Anniversary of the passage of the Illinois
equal Suffrage Act. Individual ticket prices range
from $275 to $110. Opportunities to pledge at a
sponsorship level are also available.
event plans are underway; the website
www.lwvil.org will soon have more complete
information.

What’s in A Name?
enter our Contest to rename

The Intercom
What should we call the publication that
the League of Women Voters in evanston
rely on to give them a record of:

• League Events
• Happenings in City Government
• Election Analysis
• New Member Profiles

Tuesday, September 24 11:00 am - 4:00 pm
national Voter registration Day
Evanston Public Library
1603 Orrington Avenue in evanston
LWVE will participate in this nationwide event
by registering voters.

The WINNER will recieve a
One Year Membership to the
League of Women Voters of Evanston
Value $70

A new name for the new Century!
What’s Your Suggestion?

monday, September 30
Starts 12 noon
Cook County matters
Luncheon featuring
Larry Suffredin, Cook
County Commissioner
King Home
1555 Oak St in evanston
cost is $20

Please submit your ideas by November 1st:
Mail:LWVE, 2100 Ridge, Evanston, IL 60201 or
Email: lwvevanston@att.net
Winner to be annouced in our next issue?

Thursday, october 15-17
Lake michigan League of Women Voters
Annual meeting in Sheyboygan, WI
For details visit: lakemichiganlwv.wordpress.com
Postponed:
oakton Community College event
We will be rescheduling this event to a date in
April due to the injuries of our speaker,
Dr. margaret Lee.
All programs are free unless otherwise noted.
For more information call 847-866-7844
or visit Calendar Updates at: www.lwve.org

mission Statement
The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan
political organization, encourages informed and
active participation in government,
works to increase understanding of major
public policy issues, and influences public policy
through education and advocacy.
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movementSolutions

Physical Therapy & Sports Performance
Lance Labno, PT, DPT, LmT
Physical Therapist and Owner

tel (847) 372-3816 | fax (847) 810-0302
350 Linden | Wilmette, Illinois 60091
lance.labno@gmail.com | www.movement solutions. com

home. Community. Friendships.
Where we live, how we live and who
we share our lives with - they are all a
matter of choice. Is there any reason to
give up those choices as we get older?
Keep your options open with North
Shore Village, a member- driven
organization for older adults who
want to “age in place.”
Join us at an informal
coffee to learn more.
Tommi Ferguson, Executive Director

847-721-1413
www.NorthShore-Village.org

norTh Shore
A reTIremenT hoTeL
Carefree Retirement Living in the
Heart of Downtown Evanston
1611 chicago Ave ph: 877-778-6879
www.RetirementHotel.com
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observers Summary
League observers are our “eyes and ears” at the City Council and
its standing committees, which set policy and direction for the City.
If you’d like to learn the nitty-gritty of local government, being an
observer is a great way to start. Call Jessica Feldman, Observer
Chair, at 847-864-2199 for more information. Here’s a summary of
what our observers saw since the last Intercom in June.
Township Budget: Newly-elected Township Supervisor Gary
Gaspard presented a proposed budget to the August 5 Human
Services Committee. It elicited dissatisfaction from the trustees

Council had much discussion on whether this administrator, at the
pay grade to be offered, could handle the work.
north Shore hotel Plans expansion: City Council approved
plans for renovation of the North Shore Hotel at 1611 Chicago
Avenue, which would include a new building just north of the
current one housing 185 apartments. Two special use ordinances
had been presented, one with a 10% set-aside for affordable
rental units, and one without. The City imposes set-aside
requirements for condominiums, but not for rental units. The

and anger from representatives of non-profits whose funding was
eliminated. Underlying this discussion was the knowledge that a

ordinance without the set-aside passed 5-3.

bill, already signed by Gov. Pat Quinn, permits the elimination
of Evanston Township. Wally Bobkiewicz, City Manager, acting
on behalf of the township trustees, is submitting a budget for the

Strategic Plan Update: Armed with charts, colored markers, and
tape, aldermen and their facilitator spent three hours in the
aldermanic library streamlining the current list of 14 goals on our

remaining fiscal year. He will also prepare an ordinance for the
Council’s approval at the September 18 meeting on the question
of dissolution of the township. A similar proposal, non-binding,

Strategic Plan. They collapsed them into two groupings titled
“Capital Needs” and “Programmatic Needs.” They then began
to set objectives for each goal, and to talk of ways to fund those

was on the ballot this past April and citizens voted
overwhelmingly for elimination of the township. Township offices

objectives. The City Manager plans another meeting in
September to continue working through these issues, so the
aldermen will be ready to start work in October on the 2014

will move into the Civic Center on September 23.

budget.
harley Clarke: Discussion about the future of the Harley Clarke
Mansion, the building on the lakefront which houses the
Evanston Art Center, has been going on for several months. At
a recent meeting, the Council considered a motion of Ald.
Donald Wilson to direct the City Manager to request proposals
for an alternate use of the building, not to include sale of park
land. In addition, the motion requested an evaluation of the
building’s present condition. After some further discussion, the
motion passed 9-0. The Council chambers were packed with
citizens, thirty eight of whom had supportive comments to make

Safe School Agreement held in Council: The “Safe School”
Intergovernmental Agreement was held in Council for further
discussion. The agreement, made possible under a state law,
would identify a safe school zone with boundaries beyond school
property. School officials and additional police presence would
be present in this zone. Neighbors have raised objections and
hence the holdover in Council.

during the Citizen Comment period.

Short Takes: District 65 Superintendent Hardy Murphy
resigned effective Aug. 9, just three weeks before the beginning
of the school year, to pursue some consulting opportunities. An

Arts in evanston: The future of the Piven Theater Workshop and
the other tenants of the Noyes Cultural Arts Center has been

interim superintendent will be named for the current school year
while a nationwide search goes on. City Manager praised Parks

debated for weeks. Piven needs additional space; the other
tenants (such as Next Theater) feel that their rent supports the
building’s needs and they don’t want to be displaced. EvanstArts

and Recreation Superintendent Doug Gaynor on his retirement.
The City Council approved a second lakefront Bed and

has proposed a downtown arts complex of three theaters. Ald.
Mark Tendam offered to come up with an agreement within two
weeks among all parties as to the future plans for arts in Evanston.
A speaker from Evanston Arts Council suggests an employee in
the City Manager’s Office be hired as an Arts Administrator. The

Breakfast owned by J.B. Pritzker. The City’s 30-year-old parking
meters will be replaced by new ones which accept credit cards
as well as cash. The Mayor thanked the League of Women
Voters of Evanston for sponsoring the rally at the Frances Willard
House celebrating the 100th anniversary of Illinois women
winning the right to vote on June 14
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