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Autumn Trails Model A Club 
Minutes of the July 14, 2024 Meeting 

 
Venue Oak Ridge Marina 
 
Call to Order was at 1:35 pm. There were eight 
members and one guest present. All members were 
welcomed by Gary Gray who presided over the 
meeting 
 
Birthdays and Anniversaries Birthday greetings 
were given this month to Kay Barber, Ken Parker, 
Debbie Gray and Lanny Buck who all have 
birthdays; there were no anniversaries this month 
 
Sunshine Report There was no formal Sunshine report – Vicki Clark was recovering from covid 
and Gary reported that he had seen Neal recently and that he is still getting out and about 
 
Treasurer’s Report Rebekah Yeager reported on behalf of Vicki Clark that we have  
in the account 
 
Door Prizes to Gary Gray and each to Bob Varner and Jana Icenhower 
 
Old Business 

 Vicki is mailing out the packets for Autumn Trails everything is ready to go 

 Vicki will be paying the annual fees for our new storage facility in Winnsboro before the 
end of the month when they are due 

 The workshop day had taken place at Ken Parker’s the previous day and had been a 
success. The engine had been taken completely apart down to the blocks and a number of 
interesting things had been discovered. Everyone in attendance had had a good time 

New Business 
 Scholarship Committee The scholarship committee had met and they had discussed, and 

found a recipient for this year’s scholarship. After our previous meeting where we had 
discussed the idea of supporting someone entering a technical school, this year’s awardee 
met the bill. Jackson Rice is a recent graduate of Van High School who will be attending 
Texas State Technical College in Waco to study to become an aviation mechanic. This is 
very much a hands-on course with specialist tools required for each semester and the 
scholarship from us will be going towards purchasing the necessary tools for the 
program. The program lasts 2 ½ years followed by an FAA test. A motion to approve the 
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award was made by Jana Icenhower, seconded by Rebekah Yeager and unanimously 
approved by all present 

 Jackson was then presented to us. It was intended to have him present at the August 
meeting, however due to a conflict this was not possible and the committee wanted us to 
have the opportunity to meet and get to know this young man. Jackson then told us about 
himself and the very many engine-related activities that he has been involved with since 
his interest in engines and mechanics was piqued at an early age when he first got a dirt 
bike 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Ken had been asked to investigate a tour and we have a new tour to report about! The 
tour will take place on Saturday September 21st with a hope for slightly cooler weather. 
The tour will begin with a breakfast meetup at Whataburger in Mineola. Following that 
we will depart and travel five miles down Highway 80 to FM 1253 (the Jamestown 
Road)—there is a flat area perfect for parking. This will be the secondary meeting point 
for those who do not wish to hit Whataburger in Mineola. Cedar Creek has been invited 
and this will probably be where they join those of us coming from the north. At this point 
we will be meeting up with a professional Texas History Guide who will be sharing his 
knowledge as we tour along the Old Dallas to Shreveport Road. Apparently, it is still 
possible to see where the wagon wheels left their ruts in places. We will stop at the Salt 
Palace in Grand Saline so that anyone who needs it can have a bathroom break and then 
we will complete the tour at the Lumber Yard in Edgewood for lunch. More details about 
the meetup times and expected tour length will be reported closer to the time. In the 
meantime, save the date! 

Motion to adjourn was proposed by John Icenhower and this was seconded by Ben Hunzinger 
and approved by all. The meeting closed at 1:57 pm 
 
Submitted by:  
Rebekah Yeager, Secretary    

Ken Parker, Gary Gray and Jackson Rice 
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Last month’s scribbling ended with the 
discovery of an abandoned Model A junkyard on 
CR 1762—in danger of soon being taken to the 
crusher for scrap metal as a high-tension 
electrical line was being forced across an 
elderly farmer’s land. 

In the heart of a forgotten junkyard nestled deep 
in East Texas where time had turned old cars 
into desirable relics and nature had begun to 
reclaim its territory a remarkable rescue 
mission was about to unfold… 

“I’m Winslow, what’s your name young 
feller?” called out the weathered farmer seated 
on the porch in front of the junkyard, a sleeping 
hound dog at his side. 

“Neb,” I answered, 
“I’m admiring your Model 
A’s.” 

“If you move ‘em to 
a good home you can have 
‘em,” he replied, “They’ll 
soon to be off to the crusher.” 

“I know the perfect 
place where they’ll be 
appreciated, and possibly 
restored!” 

“You’d better get to 
it young man. The bulldozers 
arrive next week!  They’ll be 
shoving them all off into that back pasture, then 
hauling ‘em off to the scrapyard.” 

“Nirvana,” I subvocalized, 
contemplating a rescue and pulling out my 
cellphone. I hit speed-dial, calling Whispering 
Wrench. Quickly I explained the situation. After 
assuring Winslow that I could get the A’s to 
safety, I turned and surveyed the sea of beautiful 
patina. 

Outside the open door of his shop 
Wrench put away his cellphone and pushed 

aside the carcass of a windmill he was restoring. 
He gathered chains, straps and cables, placing 
them on the flatbed of his new Ford F-450. 
Minutes later exhaust burbled from the powerful 
diesel engine as Wrench exited his gate on to 
FM 1799… 

Arriving in a billow of dust, his modern 
titan bore little resemblance to its grounded ‘A’ 
parentage left to rust under the harsh East Texas 
sun. After waving at Winslow, Wrench and I 
walked amongst the rows of Model A’s partly 
hidden by tall grass and tangled foliage, 
contemplating rescue plans as we carefully 
navigated through the labyrinth of oxidized 
metal and encroaching vegetation. Minds abuzz 
with excitement we approached the row of 
Phaetons. Suddenly a copperhead slithered out 

towards us from beneath the 
closest car!  Reacting quickly, 
Wrench grabbed a nearby 
shovel and swatted it away! 

“If there’s one there’ll 
be more,” he said, looking 
closely at a high pile of 
adjacent vegetation. Pushing 
stickers aside we exposed a 
tin covered shed hidden by 
interwoven brambles. Doing 
our best to avoid thorns we 
squiggled our way inside. 
There lay a treasure trove of 

complete A engines on shelves covered by 
decades of dust!! Mud daubers and wasps 
circled and dive bombed us as we peered 
through the half-darkness at shelves piled high 
with stacks of carburetors, distributors, 
transmissions, differentials, steering wheels!! 

It was a Eureka moment; here were 
many of the missing pieces needed to breathe 
life back into so many old Fords! 

(…to be continued)

A Junkyard Dream (PART II) 
by Ben Hunziker 
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On July 13, a small contingent of the club met at Ken “Pop” Parker’s house and garage, and after 
coffee, muffins and a donut or two, proceeded to disassemble a Model A engine. We were joined 
by the Autumn Trails’ 2024 Scholarship recipient, Jackson Rice. 

The workshop was interactive and fun. Under Pop’s watchful gaze, we broke the engine down to 
its individual parts—valves, springs, pistons, etc. We discussed poured babbits vs. inserts and 
why it is important to change the oil in the Model A every 1,000 miles. Along with Pop and 
Jackson were Gary Gray, Pete Menconi, Bob Varner and John Yeager. 
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Ken “Pop” Parker, Gary Gray, Jackson Rice and John Yeager 






