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Welcome to 2025!!  FOSS is celebrating 364 saves in
365 days!  In 2023, 242 lives were saved!  That is

absolutely incredible.  When fundraising began in 2013,
we had no idea that once our dream came to fruition

we would reach this impact at the young age of 5 years
old.  This is only possible because the supporters who
have joined to make us a success have become our

family.  It is also only possible because of our
AMAZING volunteers!  In 2024 they volunteered

10,026.65 hours.  That doubled from 2023’s hours of
5,760.5.  We have dedicated staff and board members
as well.  We look into 2025 and see many more lives to

save and new programs that help us tap into our
community.

We are SO excited to announce that we have a free
spay and neuter voucher program that will allow us to
help approximately 38 animals get spayed or neutered.

That means we can help a minimum of 3 animals a
month!  That is a GREAT start to helping the

overpopulation problem in Stokes County.  With hard
work and dedication, we hope that number will increase

next year.  We are also launching an education and
well- being program called F.A.C.E.S of FOSS.  We
came up with this acronym that focuses on us helping

those who need the comfort of animals as well as those
who need education and help with becoming a pet

parent.  We know that if we focus on these areas,
responsible and equipped people will spread this

knowledge and allow the residents of Stokes county and
beyond to care for their pets in a manner that also

helps the over population in Stokes County and
BEYOND.  

We look forward to this year and forward to meeting
MORE of you!  Keep an up open for more to come on
the F.A.C.E.S of FOSS program, it is in the baby

stages of becoming something GREAT!
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FOSS Team
Board Members

Leslie Staples- Chair
Mike Barsness- Vice Chair/General Manager

         Leslie Staples - Treasurer
Tanya Gardner - Secretary 
Fran Hollis – Facilities Chair

Kate Waterman - Fundraising Chair
Aaron Sisco

Cindy Holby - Marketing Chair
Sherry Smith

Part-Time Employees
Emily Burgess – Animal Operations Manager
Renea Brown – FOSS Services Manager

Tonya Palmer – Kennel Assistant
Crystal Finney - Kennel Assistant
Erika Podhajser - Kennel Assistant

Cindy Taylor - Grant Manager

Volunteer Coordinators
Lorrie Bennett – Volunteer Coordinator
Katie Winfrey – Volunteer Coordinator
Cindy Taylor – Human-Animal Relations

Coordinator

Along with 30+ active
volunteers!!
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Frankenberry
Jazz

Juniper
Jethro

FrasierFir
Kevin
Spruce

DouglasFir

Ellie
KrispyKreme
Honeycrisp

Fish
Shagg

Peppermint
GingerSnap
Poundcake

Bailey
Siria
Sugar

Fruitcake
Pattycake
AnnaBeth
Hamitch
Balsam

Chai
Fria
Chilly

Agustus
Disco

We renamed our
little lovebug Atlas,

and he’s been
having a blast!

Atlas AKA Fuji
By:  Alex Payne

Meggie

Meggie is such an affectionate
young lady!  She just wants to
be loved on and to please her
human.  She is a little over a
year old and approximately
50lbs.  Come visit with her

and we feel sure that you will
fall in love with her.
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Kodi AKA Albert

Hit the JACKPOT!

Happy New Year!
Thought I’d send a few more pics and add on a

blurb of how my boy is doing-
I’ve had a few cats over the years, and Atlas
takes the cake for the most active and loving
kitten I’ve ever had the pleasure of raising! I’ll
emphasize active, this boy is practically Spider-

Man with the way he can horizontally crawl around
the couch and cat tree when the zoomies hit. He’s
insatiably cuddly and curious, he loves scaling my
back to settle on my shoulders and watch the

world like a parrot; I quickly learned he’ll make
himself known underfoot if I don’t include him.
The snuggles are frequent and full of purrs, he

loves settling onto fuzzy blankets and laps, and he
prefers to sleep by my head on the pillow. As I’m
typing this he’s wedged under my chin, snoring.

Thank you all again for the work you do, and the
privilege of allowing this boy into our lives. My
husband and I were hit with a tragedy just a
week after adopting him, and Atlas has been
instrumental in keeping us sane, strong, and

present.

By:
Alex PayneFuji



FOSS Donation Wall
We sincerely apologize for any errors or omissions. Please contact (336) 914-9270 or

fossservicesmanager@gmail.com with any corrections or questions. 
AND FOR ALL OF THE AMAZON WISH

LIST PURCHASESMark & Heather Johnson
     William Amburn
Mary Lawson
     Andrea & Rebecca
Norman & Bailey Smith
     Susan Smith
Skip & Leslie Staples
     Brenda Nevidjon
Bill Taylor
     Bill Neese
     Lynne Pasquale
Pam Gilbert
Diane Irvine
     Brenda Morgan
Tiger Buttons
     Gail Davenport

Ray & Linda Shinault
The Spencer Family
Frank Perry, Jr.
Lynne Pasquale
Shannon & Kevin Hoffman
Karen Ashbury
Judy Sipes
The Coates Family
Bill Neese
Evette Neese
Darryl Dott
     Merry Christmas from
               Bill Taylor
Cathy Maxfield
     Henry & Mary Baucom
Nakayla Palmer
     Erin Sechrest & Misty Connor

Elizabeth Trumpie
Deborah Dodson
Lisa Tutterow
Karen Coleman
Robin Amos
Sandra Kollar
Kathyrn Ball
Dana Curtis
Larry Greenwood
Cynthia Wadkinson
George Wadkinson
lisa robertson
Karen Grano
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If you would like to send a donation in honor or in memory of a loved one, please send it to:  Friends of Stokes Shelter 1111 Dodgetown Rd., Walnut Cove, NC  27052
 

VPP HEROES

Robert Barnett
Barbara Self
Emily Ann Williams
Candi Carter
Tammy Meadows
Jeanette Burleson
Courtney Dwyer
Ruth Harden
Deb Fox
Rose Oakes
Lauren Osterman
Regina Rollins
nancy wagner

Special Thanks
 

Laura Osterman
Nancy White
Leslie Baker

In Memory of Pet
little Boop Snake
     Tammy Hill
Kurt (Bill Taylor)
     Darryl Dott
Tusuki (Theresa De Prat)
      Cindy Taylor

Donations
Leigh Gwynn
Sheri & Terrance Rokosh
Ellen Berry
Powell Shelton
Wanda Dyer
Amy James
Martha Young
Lawing34
Vger953
Jessica Lawrence
Sandy & Raymond Rhodes
Lorri Ann Amos
William Auburn
Edwin & Emily Andrews
Joey Lynch
Southside Animal Hospital
Shelley & Dale rogers
Norman & Bailey (Mark Smith)
Teresa Fulp
Debbie Boissonneau
Francis Douglas
Lisa Konopinski

Samantha Cooley
Vicki & Robert Kopf
RL Agee III
Patti pinn
Cindy Schlossnagle
Stormie Speaks
Linda Heller
Marlen Vaughan
Richard Binghman
Bobby Smith
Patsy Goss
Patti Dunlap
Elizabeth repetti
Michael Fulmer
Ricky Hartle
Barbara woods
david lusk
Cindy Layman
Lisa Weaver
Nancy Young
Sheri Rokosh
Jane Carter
Thomas Kotz

Punch Taylor
     Heather Reitano
Dexy (Brad Howell)
     Laura Norman
Roo, Delilah, Jax
     Renee Mabe

In honor of People

In Memory of Person
Michael Dymott
     Bill & Peggy Simons
cindy Brackman
     Emily Myers
Michael Dymott
     Paul Williams
Tony Legg  
     Katherine popp
Rita & Little Baby
      Elizabeth Trumpie 

Robert maxfield
     Lisa Hunter
     Mary Baucom
     Sandra Baucom
     Wendy & Duanne Elliott
     June putt
     Susan Primiano
     Shirley Chamber
     Joan Scott
     Sandra Beasley
Gene Sands
     Sandra Weavil

 

Larry Greenwood
mary Cranfill
Lisa Boles

Our Alumni, Cooper!  
His bed EXPLODED

mailto:fossservicesmanager@gmail.com
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Tomorrow is our second anniversary
of Chamois’ (Teeter’s) Gotcha Day…
she has truly been the best chunk
of interactive joy we’ve ever had…
and the best birthday present ever

for Steve…

Chamois’
By:  Olivia Shelton

Our Volunteers Are AMAZING January
 BirthdaysVolunteer of the Month

December 
volunteer hours

2nd - Wendy Elliott
5th - Josiah Podhajser
13th - Jeannine Manuel
14th - Laura Melvin
25th - Ed Gratcofsky
27th - Kayla Duggins
29th - Nicolas Manuel
31st - Mike Barsness

Shagg Found
 His People

Ed Biosca740.5
YTD 2024 - 10,026.65

YTD for 2023 was 5,760.5

She has settled right in
and made herself right at
home! She’s even met the
dogs and she’s fearless . 
Thanks for our new family

member! 

Gala
By: Taylor Windsor

Ed has been a volunteering on Sunday’s
for four years now!!  He is also on the
board for Fur-Ever Friends, NC.  He is

always ready to help at any time or
event. His wife Laura is also ready to

help as well!   Thank you Ed.
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