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Sunday July 25, 2021                                                           Christmas in July! 
 

Prelude 

Welcome 
The birth of Jesus is the story of God’s presence spilling over the boundaries set by the powerful 
people of the world and into the margins. Dark nights and fragile infants interrupted by migrant 
laborers and choirs of angels point to a vision of the world as it should be, where “being connected” to 
the right people is replaced by being interconnected through a spirit of unity that brings us all out of 
the margins and into the center of life. In the infant Jesus, God declares a new standard for power, a 
word of hope, “good news” for all who are fragile, all who are weak, all who are overlooked, all who 
are despised, all who are abandoned, all who are homeless, all who are hovering between life and 
death. 
 

Prayer 
 

Call to Worship:   
This is the day the Lord has made, 

Let us be glad and rejoice in it! 

Gracious God, we do not live by bread alone,  
but by every word that comes from you.  
Bless us as we hear your word.  
Make us hunger for the Word of life, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 

Time for Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy.  Amen. 
 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways  
when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 
We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 
Turn us again to you.  Where else can we go? 
Share with us the words of eternal life 
and feed us for life in the world.  Amen. 
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Beloved people of God: 
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 
Through Jesus, the bread of life, 
you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.  Amen 
 

Song: O Come, All Ye Faithful  

 
1 O come, all ye faithful, 
 joyful and triumphant! 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
 come and behold him, 
 born the king of angels: 
 
Refrain 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 Christ the Lord! 
 

2 Sing, choirs of angels, 
 sing in exultation, 
 sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
 Glory to God 
 in the highest:  Refrain 
 
3 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
 born this happy morning; 
 Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 
 Word of the Father, 
 now in flesh appearing:  Refrain 

Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880 

 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the day:  O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 
just works. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our 
hearts may be set to obey your commandments; and also that we, being defended 
from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Children’s Moment 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 
 2The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

  on them light has shined. 

 3You have multiplied the nation, 
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  you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4For the yoke of their burden, 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

  and all the garments rolled in blood 

  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 6For a child has been born for us, 

  a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; 

  and he is named 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 7His authority shall grow continually, 

  and there shall be endless peace 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

  He will establish and uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 

  from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!  
 
Psalm 96 
 1Sing to the LORD a new song; 
  sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
 2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; 
  proclaim God’s salvation from  day to day. 
 3Declare God’s glory among the nations 
  and God’s wonders among all peoples. 
 4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, 
  more to be feared than all gods.  
 5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 
  but you, O LORD, have made the heavens. 
 6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 
  power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 
 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; 
  bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.  
 9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; 
  tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 
 10Tell it out among the nations: “The |LORD is king! 
  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peoples with 
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equity.” 
 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O LORD, 
  for you come to| judge the earth. 
 13You will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with your truth.  
  

Gospel Greeting: (sing it out!)  
Al-le-lu--ia, Al-le--lu--ia, 
Al-le-lu--ia, Al-le--lu--ia!  

Gospel:  Luke 2:1-20 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All 
went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 
of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 
  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”[ 
  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When 
they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in 
her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 
had been told them. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord!  Praise to you O Christ! 
 

Gospel Greeting:  (sing it out!) 
Al-le-lu--ia, Al-le--lu--ia, 
Al-le-lu--ia, Al-le--lu--ia!  
 

Message 

Song:  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
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1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
 "Glory to the newborn king; 
 peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
 God and sinners reconciled." 
 Joyful, all you nations, rise; 
 join the triumph of the skies; 
 with angelic hosts proclaim, 
 "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 
Refrain 
 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
 "Glory to the newborn king!" 
 
2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 
 Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

 late in time behold him come, 
 offspring of a virgin's womb. 
 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
 Hail, incarnate deity! 
 Pleased as man with us to dwell, 
 Jesus, our Emmanuel!  Refrain 
 
3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! 
 Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
 Light and life to all he brings, 
 ris'n with healing in his wings. 
 Mild he lays his glory by, 
 born that we no more may die, 
 born to raise each child of earth, 
 born to give us second birth.  Refrain 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 

 

Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the holy Spirit  
  and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic Church the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

The Peace  

Announcements—We need your favorite hymns! 
--Non-perishable food drive to support the pantry of the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society at St. Edith Stein.  
--Thirsty Thursday: Pictures to prandall22@gmail.com.  Theme: “Signs of Faith” 

 

Offering time 

mailto:prandall22@gmail.com
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Offering Prayer: Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food 

from the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts 

toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; in 

the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord we pray.  Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession  
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all of creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

We pray for the church. Bless the ministries of our neighboring congregations 
especially the food pantry at St. Edith Stein. Empower churches throughout the world 
and encourage missionaries who accompany global neighbors. Kindle in us a spirit of 
collaboration, that all people may know your loving works. Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great. 
 

We pray for creation. Send rain to lands experiencing drought and come to the aid of 
those enduring sweltering heat. Nurture wheat and barley crops grown for the 
nourishment of your people and conserve aquatic habitats and fish populations. Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray for those who govern. Cast out arrogance, selfishness, and corruption and 
instruct those who lead to practice compassion and humility. Inspire them with a vision 
of the common good and a commitment to ensure that all who hunger are fed. Hear us, 
O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray for those bowed down by heavy burdens: those who are unemployed or 
underemployed, those unable to find affordable housing, and those without health 
insurance. Console those who grieve and hear the cries of those who call to you for 
healing. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray for this assembly. Deepen our resolve to use what we have to serve those in 
need. When we worry that we do not have enough resources for ministry, assure us of 
your abundance. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

We give thanks for those who have died. As you sustained them through all their days, 
so dwell in our hearts, that we may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, 
the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving 
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
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Blessing: 
May the blessing of God,  

who provides for us, who feeds us, and who is with us wherever we go, be 

upon you, now and forever.  Amen!   
 

Song: Joy to the World  
 
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her king; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature 

sing. 
 
2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
 Let all their songs employ, 
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, 

and plains 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 
3 No more let sin and sorrow grow 
 nor thorns infest the ground; 
 he comes to make his blessings flow 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
4 He rules the world with truth and 

grace 
 and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude 

Thanks for joining us!  
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