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AUTOMOTIVE CLASSIFIED INSIDE AND A"I’

Jim Mateja

XC90 doesn’t
act like an SUYV,
or even a Yolvo

ifir was s0 much shmpler a few
VEATS 3P0
1If the man wander ing the park-
ing lot was wearing a sport coal
with vlbow patches and had a pipe dan.
gling from hiz mouth, there was little
douhl he was sparching for his Volvo,

IL, on closer inspection, you notjeed
his knuckles were swollen twiee nor-
mal size, evidence of holding the stoer-
ing column in a death grip whils put
tering in the center lane at 20 m.p.h
below the limit, you knew Lor certain,

Sure enough, before long the man
would slip into the boxy wagon with
clean windows and rusted rocker pan-
els carrying the Volvo logo.

How things have changed. The first
signs of the transformalion (the auto-
maker calls it the Vaolvolulion) came in
1948, when the S80 sedun arrived, fol-
lowod by the 560 sedan in 2000. These
sedans carried the traditional Volvo
safiety hanner, but have brought styling
and performance out of the Dark Ages.

New for *03 is the next member of the
Volvolution, the X(90.

MNeither Volvo owners nor Volvo vehi-
cles it the stereotype an; 3
dimrn things ook good, perform well
and no longer attract only those who
Justily the purchase by insisting: "AL
least it's safe.”

The XCA0 was just named North
American Truck of the Year for '03 by o
panel of media judpes.

Why truck rather than car of the
yomr? Becouse the BMW Mini won that
honon

Oh, you mean why i4 the XC30 con-
sidered a truck?

Because though it Jooks Like a tall

station wagon, Volvo considers it a
-uti fII)r wohicle, and SUVs are con-
red trecks. |

Thie XOU0, ike the S60 and 580 ve-
dans and V70 and XC70 wagons, is the
next Volvo iteration off the nutomak-
er's P2 platform, which is stretehed or
shortened to produce a varisty of mod-
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2003 Volvo XC90 T6 AWD
Wheelbase: 1126 inches
Length: 188.9 inches
Engine: 2.9-liter, 268-h.p,, twin-turbo &-
cylinder

ission: 4-speed i with
Geartronic clutchless manual
Fuel economy: 15 m.pg. clty/20 mpg.

highuwvay

Base price: $39,975 |
Price as tested: $43,095. Includes $450 for |
metallic paint; $595 for climate package

with heated front seasts, headlamp washers
and rain-sensing wipers; $1,675 for
Versatility package with third-row seats, |
AJC for third row, thind-seat headphone
outiets and self-leveling suspension, and
$400 for reverse wamning system. Add

660 for freight,
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For me, missing two howrs of work could be a §10,000-815000 difference.’

— Lance Alm, flying commister

et for the Tiibune by Wainen Skl

Lance Alm lands his Piper at Meigs Field to complete his commute from Bardstown, Ky., to Chicago.

The way to really fly

Aero-commuters take to
cockpit to make sales calls,
monitor far-flung businesses,
save time and energy

By Chuck Green
Special 1o the Titsune

I Lanoe At iy golng tu lose sowiril o
nand dollics, it's probabily & e bl he'd
rather da it in Las Vegas than by leaving
work early 1o caltch a rlde home
“For me, missing two hours of work

could be a $10,000515,000 difference, No way"
During the week, Alm, of Chicago, oversees
his commoditics business at e Chicago Mor
cantile Exchange. He owns a home and several
enterprises in (ho Bardstown, Ky, aren, where
his wife and children live. Alm must maintain a
stemdy presence In both places and belicves the
most practical way to get back and forth is by pi-

loting his own adrplane, or seho cormmut ng.
Alm arrives in Chicago each Sunday night or
Mondiy morning. He returns (o Kentucky Tues
doy and heads back to the Windy City Wednes:
tlay. On Friday, it's back to Kentucky That pace,
said Alm, who keeps his aircraft at Meigs Field,

Alm phones home to let his wife know he
arrived safely.

wuild be virtunlly impossible to madniain any
otherway, even flying commerc

“It tnkes about one hour and 25 minules,
which saves me two hours one way in commut:
ing whien T Dy myself | getup ot 530 in the morn:
ing in Kentucky amd am off the ground at &30, I
1 lew commerially, I'd hove (o get up at 3:30 and
e out my roor by a quarter afler 4 and be at the
mwiwsummmhmanmmmmm
by 6. s exhausting.”

About 100,000 to 150,000 individusls natlon
wkleﬂyuwirmplmex,dlmslpmﬂyunbus}
ness, including around 10,000 in Dlinols, nccond-
ing to Jim Cayne, president of the National Air

artution Association. That orgunbotion,
Menndrh Va., is the trade group for
elmrwrummm {ixnd-base operators and flight

"l'tut‘s not to say they don’t somebimes use &
car, airline or train. But we're talking mos(ly
about transportation, and the whale purpose of
transportation is to save time.™

Coynis.a pilol or about 30 years, formerly com:
muted every week (o Washington, D.C, when he
wits i congressiun from Peansylviania, “Thad

iy siepart ah foor or Fve miles from my bome
and few it Washinglon, D.C. I was a 45
milnute commute instead of’ a 2W-hour drive.”

Coynie inclieated that “a nbes, used,” sl
gine plane can cost arownd $40,000. 1t typically
can be operated for about $50an hour ncludlng
fuel, insuranee and other cosis. In general, a sin-
gle-engine plane can ruoge anywhore from
$10,000 to $250.600, and a {win-engine can run
fromn $76,000 to $O00,000.

Aero-commuting dates to right after World
War i1 and was influenced by the glut of pilots
and WW [1 aireraft sold on the civilian market,
noeording toa boolk, “National Business Adrcradl
Association’s Tribute to Busj.lmis Awaunn

el by the B | Rusi 1 AS
sociation. The aireraft were modified and ac-
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quired by corporations.

A midlifi erisis fueled Steve Opfer's decision
ko nequire his pilot's license, Opler bagan tak-
ing flying lessons six years ago, when he tumed
40, and he's been an aero-commuter for four
yoAars.

Today, he might fly two or thres tu:m- aweek,
then not at all for several weeks. “T1"s when :n}
customers need me,” said Opfer, a
a security software business, who covers IIII-
nois and Wisconsin and keeps his plane at
DeKalb Adrport,

“Whother it"s the car or the alrport, thme ls ev-
erything. It's a numbers ganme. The moyve peopie
you get to, the more likely you'roe going o sell
anough to make your numbers and kpep your
job. Driving to Green Bay or to Madison; those
are huge dead hour times. With a plane, | can
have a meeting in Green Bay in the morning
and be down st State Farm [in Bloomington, 111.]
in the alterncon. You can dictate your own
schedule.

“I"'ve prahably done 20 to 25 percent more than
I would have done otherwise, It makes biisiness
travel more fun. And the regularity of flying
thit much helps moe become a better pilet, The
business agpect i= nol beneficial enough to
lenrn to fly. You have to love to fy first.”

He said he also feels more at ease when he
(lies himsalf.

*[ live wesl of Elgin, so driving into O'Hare-
airpor( is an hour to an hour and o half, and I
never know aboul traffic. Sales guys have this
annl-retentive personadity so we're always par.
anokd we're poing to miss our plane and ulii-
mntely miss our meeting. That's gone when [ iy

myself. The concern in dealing with security

and wondering, ‘Do [ have a nail clipper nmy
hag? is gone when [ ly mysell.”

Nunetheless, he spid Oying commercially s
more practical to some destinations.

“Anylhing beyond Cleveland, polng east,
south of Memphis or wesl of Omaha, I'"d 1y com-
mercial. My rule has always bean that i it's
cheaper and faster, I fly mysolf, otherwise T take
a commercial 1light. If ['m going to the West
Coast, it ends up taking longer to go in ny own
plane than §t does to go commercial, even with
all the extra headaches associated with driving
to airport and security”

Steve Whitney, a board member of Friends of
Meigs Field, a group dedicated to preserving the
mirport, who fliesoccasionally on buslness, gaid
plloting your own plane “can be vseful for peo-
ple who have that eapability and need fo be in
more than one geographical location ina shnﬂ
time,"

Whan Whitney flies, it's often a week at o
timne, and he has found the Hme productive and
relaxing. “The time I'm saving s productive
time. There was a week I was Nying down to Wis.
consin every day, and i1'd bean driving, I would
have spent probably an hoir and a hall dach
way And it probably took me 46 flying.
Soleéutmore than two hours out of the commiite
schedule. Thal becomes pruducl.'l\ra thine at the
ofMee, niot just wasted in route
_ For shorter dlstunces, he fenls driving makes
imore sense. “If you're talking abont gﬂnlng loss
than 20 miles, then s hard to justify

- teptfor the funofif. The only thme I think it real-
1y makes sense o ly & short distance is if yoor
tﬂpmmnnd nhdnclmwnnah‘pm-(

Air commuter Lance Alm tumns his plane toward Melgs Fleld from a point horth of the airport.

ying ex--

One alr commuter says that vﬂth 'lhe amount
of information a pilot must know to fly a

lane, one must love flying before consider-
ng to commute by air.

A pns!er advertisin ngs led harigs rn the

airport at Lansing, NI, Meigs' location makes it
easier for Alm to commute to his commodities
business,,

Ask Duno Holloday, of Island Lake, n for
morthwest suburh, He Iiéepg his plane near his
home, in Wilmor, Wis,, fust over the lllinols bor-
der, and flies to work ol Palwaukee Alrport in
Wheeling, white he |8 an sdministrator for
American Flyers, a flight school, “Toan make a
beeline for the alrport und fly within 50 feet of
my oifice.

“There are no teaffic lights in the sky Instead
aldriving for abont an hourioreach thoaffice, 1
Oy thers in 15 Minotes, llsumu;:hnmkane
from all (e stresd froi the hubtub and tho
cham.umllagmmdab It'sjustnicatn
not sit in traffic.” sald Hol
does it two to three times a weell

The cost of [uel alsa adds to the extra expense
of flying. “It probably costs me, o commite,
tound trip, $26-830 in fas, wheress driving it's
probably about $5. Thut it's worth the expense.”

He believes piloting his own plahe Is safer
gine the. @il aftack of Sept. M: “There's

- piobably & much emaller chanoe of any type of

problems flying small: aimru& versus flying on

'nh-linm

Fosllactiy, dbeari’t fas) iy ing 14 sy riskine

~ than urmhinielsc 'ls’sumuﬂrr of risk man-

my, who sald he
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Alm does a pre-flight walkaround of his plane befnre taking off from Me}gs Field.

U I flew eommereially, f’dhumlogclupm3.30{a.n1,,‘mldbebmmudunr
a quarter after 4 and be alf the nb-porf bnﬁ!o yet through the airline to tak

off by 6. It’s exhausting.”

agement, 11 just like driving o car or anything
clse, When I'm o charge and managing therisk,
I fee] safer in my airplane than I 66 in my car
Lecause I can't manage the risk of soméone £]se

Jitting me so therie's lavger erntlnt for that tn 3

happen in a car than an airplane”

Jack Webb, a United Alrlindgs pilot for more
(han 30 years bafore refiring m January 2002,
used 1o Ay 10 0'Hare from his home in Paulding,
Ohio, about 25 rniles east of Ft. Wayne, Tnd.,
where he kept his plan:

Mmyﬂwn lnnn] isabigtimesaving I
1 went about 10 miles aver the speed limit and
risked a ticket, it would take four howrs and 3
half, 1-0ew thete, with head winds, in ai hour
and a hilf. mwsummalenbutihe conve
nlancs of it more (hat payvs for 1L

rives onyour schedule. JIf you wen! to stop am‘l
wis{f with & friend beforé going hiome, you can.”

Of conrse, even penple who don't Know hew Lo =

fiy can reap the bonéfits of {l]rins o work on &

_private alrerafl.

Forinétafice, Townsend Engiteering shulilea
employees back and furth from 1is plant in Des

- - Molres {o Europe, icliidinga tm,i'n!t ontside

- privato plaresfor business

- oustnin e,

Larice Alin, saro-fon

of. Rullerﬂnm. Ni‘ﬁhel’iantlai
Ve {rade personnel on A weekly basis |

© the plant i Holaud 1THit way i8°s one fac

We couldn’t de it on the gitlines, hecaust
onilywould it be expensive, they don't o Lo

- ared of Hodldnd]. You 0 b ve tivgo o Amster

or Londen and drive, and that's not good,”
Bill Wagnor; the company's chief pilol “W
transport the tools and equipment they

~ without going through all the hassle of the

Lingterminalsund having ceriain (thinps re
e becnuse they're shirp,
“Yes, [1's expensive. How muoh do you wa
Ay fop mr mr? Do ym: want your GE
qu t at an () rminal for three hour

 thEndst Ilighi"No‘l ‘when hin ean ha back be
. Dgs Molmes; call
"I{"s mope convenieht when the airplane ar CAsprdi)

ing shots for the pempany,
t6 Gassandri Bosco of e N
Nrankine executives whe

“0gne mwisnomer of husipess nwiation s
if'a mostly exeniifiver. About 14 taf
sangers ot business nircraft abe top execul
The ofher 86 pércent &re salosmah, enjlf
ingrs. Companies 'E-’:lt.-miEJ :

tni‘mlna who l:nsmbe whinto,

§ o
1t's not oty
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