History is an interesting subject.  


Despite efforts by some groups to do otherwise, 



it is one of those things that you can not change.  



What has happened has happened.  

But it is one of those things that you can reframe.  


As human beings, 



we quickly learn how to reframe an incident to our advantage.  


As Christian's, over the centuries 



we have framed Jesus' story in different light at times.  

Reading through commentaries, 


you can find times when the Jews were mainly held culpable for Jesus' death,


 other centuries where the Romans 



or the powers of the world under Gentile rule are the problem.  

But very seldom 


do we want to start where Matthew starts, 



with the Christian's hand, 



with Jesus' followers involvement in the death of Jesus.  

We would like to reframe the story 


to those who were jealous of Jesus' ways 



trying to get rid of our Savior.  


Of the powers in the world 



being in a cosmic battle 



and trying to get rid of Jesus.  

Which are all part of this story 


that we will approach more deeply in the coming weeks.  

But this first of eight trial stories leading us to the crucifixion, 


is for the followers of Jesus.  



The ones who had learned Jesus' ways, 



had walked and ate, and rested with Jesus.  


Were they ready to fully put into practice 



the ways of the Sermon on the Mount that Jesus based his ministry on?

If you listened to the evidence in our passage today, 


you would know that the evidence against Jesus' followers is pretty condemning.  

It is one of those scenes 


where you are hearing the people bury themselves with their testimony 



and hope they just stop talking soon before it is too late.  

Or are hearing them bury themselves so deep, 


that you start to wonder what kind of trick the writer has up their sleeve 



to show their innocence, 


because it is seeming ever more likely that they are condemned to death.  

Which the other scripture texts that we have looked at today would support.  


We all fall short.  

But we are not just looking at your average person, 


or the uneducated person, 

we are looking at the 12 disciples, 


Jesus' inner circle.  

The ones who should be well versed in 


and have had practice responding in a way that Jesus encourages.  

The ones who have seen the most 


what Jesus calls us to be.

But as we have lived in this story, 


we also know that there is still some weak points with the way of the disciples.  

Last week, 


we heard how just minutes before our moment, 



Jesus had found them sleeping for the third time 



while he had asked them to stay awake and watch, 




because he knew the Spirit was willing, 




but their flesh was still weak.  

But instead of praying 


they had slept repeatedly, 



but somehow, 




they were going to be ready to lay down their life 





instead of deserting Jesus.  



At least that is what the 11 said.

But in comes the twelfth, 


Judas, 



with a large crowd ready to face Jesus in combat if necessary.  

Leading this posse is Judas, 


one of the twelve disciples who had followed Jesus, 



and representatives from some of the other groups 




that Jesus will be putting on trial 





as they put him on trial.  



The chief priest's have their guard there, 



the elders of the people have their guard, 



there is also the crowd of people, 




the carpenters, 




the merchants




the day laborer.  

This was not just an attack of the intellectual elite, 


Jesus was a threat to everyone’s way of life.  

Jesus today, 


is 


and should be 



a threat to our way of life, 


because even the church does not fully reflect life the way Jesus intended.  

We have made progress, 


but still have plenty of room to grow.

Judas does a few things that only a close friend can do.  


You can not be betrayed by someone you have never met.  

But despite Jesus knowing this was coming, 


the way Judas chose to do it 



was meant to cut straight to Jesus' heart.  

He could have said, 


“The one I point to, 


shake hands with, 


or even hug, 



is the man, 




arrest him.”  

But for Judas to kiss Jesus, 


who was his Rabbi, 



uninvited, 


was a total affront.  

We are aware that at times, 


kings will allow citizens to kiss their rings 



as a pledge of loyalty, 


but that is by permission, 



you don't walk up and do that without permission from the king.  


The same applied to Rabbi's and their teachers.  



To do otherwise 




is to proclaim a change in the balance of power.  

Don't miss Jesus' response to this dagger in the heart.  


His first word in response is “Friend.”
  

Not the words we would expect 


for the man who came to hand Jesus over 



to the people who sought to arrest and kill him.  

But Jesus tends to view people differently than we do.  


I am more likely to see people as a problem that needs fixing 


than as God's creation that needs loved.  

But Jesus is getting me to see his way more and more.  

The next three words have been hard to translate, 


but the “For What You're here” in English 



are three words that lack a verb 




that the translator must furnish, 


leaving it open to being a question, 


statement, 


or command.  

So it can be translated fairly as, “Why are you here?”  


“This is why you are here.” 


Or “Do what you are here for!”  

In the end, 


whether Jesus was seeking out one more conversation with Judas 


or reminding him that he is part of God's plan 



and has room to still repent, 


it does not matter, 



because Jesus has spoken, 


and from his authority, 



telling Judas to do something, 




causes action to happen.  

Now that Jesus has spoken, 


now the men step forward to seize Jesus.

With Jesus' arrest, 


comes another trial of Jesus' followers, 



no longer focused on Judas, 

but on one of the 11 


who were willing to die for Jesus.  

What will they do? 


We come to a reality check about their commitment.  

Millions of men and women 


have laid down their lives on the battle field, 



knowing that their lives hung in the balances 



and there was a 50/50 chance they would return.  

And perhaps the disciples, 


when making that statement earlier in the evening 



were thinking in this way.  

But the hiccup is, 


that is not how Jesus' kingdom comes.  

It comes through being willing to suffer at the hands of our enemy, 

loving those who persecute us.  


The disciples missed that memo, 



despite it being posted throughout the gospel.  


Or they understood it, 



but thought it was just for those areas 




when it was for a minor inconvenience, 




not your actual life.  

So instead, 


they follow humanities two natural tendencies, 



fight or flight, 



not Jesus and the Spirit's way of enduring love.  

They try fighting first, 


only to be rebuked by Jesus.

Verse 51 has many ironies laid within it.  


Jesus' word is referred to as a sword in scripture, 

but instead of depending on that, 


the servant depends on his literal sword.  

Of all the places he could have struck the servant, 


he lops off a ear.  

Jesus then speaks, 


teaching his disciples one final lesson while he lives.  

Everyone but the high priest's servant probably hears it, 


because Matthew never tells us if Jesus restores the ear.  

Instead, he makes sure that the sword is put away.

One piece that Dale Bruner helped me hear clearly, 


was that the sword was put back, 



not gotten rid of, 



not eliminated.  

Somewhere, 


there is a place for the sword.  


Other scriptures highlight certain governmental roles with a sword legitimate.  

But Jesus is clear that protecting him 

or his church 


by the sword is not the way, 


not His way.  

When nations are protecting our Lord 


and his purposes via the sword, 



we are not listening to him.  


The Crusades are the clearest example, 



but history is full of circumstances that fit into this, 




even today.  

Instead of swords, 


Jesus brings our attention to angels, 


12 legions of them.  



Enough for each disciple to have 6000 angels stepping in on their behalf.  

But he does not call on them, 


they stand down, 



because this is how love works and wins.  


Laying down your life.

Scripture has laid out this path 


and Jesus is following it accordingly.  

As we know from his prayer in the garden, 


Jesus has checked with his father, 


explored to see if there is another way.  

The answer became clear, 


“No, there is not.”  

Nonetheless, 


Jesus still gives the mob a reality check 


and a note that we need to hear again.  

Jesus asks, 


“Am I leading a rebellion, 



that you have come out with swords and clubs to capture me?”   

You know what the answer to this question is?  


Yes and No.  



Jesus is leading a rebellion.   



But the swords and clubs are not needed.

The NIV has the term rebellion, 


but some have softer terms like robber, 


bandit, 


or thief.  

The word “Lestes” we have heard before.  


Jesus accused the money changers 



of making the temple a den of Lestes, 



of Revolutionaries, 




trying to overthrow the reign of God.  

Jesus' question and follow up 


about being in the temple teaching is highlighting 



that he spoke very clearly about what he was about in the temple, 



but they did not act when they had the grounds to.  

Instead, they are outside of the temple, 

outside of the city, 


in a garden 



at the base of the Mount of Olives, 


arresting Jesus by moonlight and torches.  

Jesus' words are meant to bring about a change in the ways of the world.  


They are meant to overthrow the ways of the world.  

But Jesus plans 

and intends on using just words, 


just his truth,



to bring about the change.  

We, his disciples 


tend to use his words to start with, 



then bring about change with other weapons, 


and then fall back on his words to justify the weapons.  

Jesus calls us to trust in words, 


knowing that there are legions of angels to back those words up 


and the Father himself.

What are Jesus' followers reaction to such an idea.  


What you might expect 



if you were to express your thoughts and feelings to such ideas. 

They all fled and deserted him.  


They took what seemed to be the only remaining option 



if fighting is not on the table.  

That is our verdict as Jesus' followers.  


When given Jesus' agenda clearly 



and depending on our own power, 


because we did not take the time to pray, 



to talk with the Father, 



to dwell in his word, 




we come out untouched, 



but leaving our Lord to walk towards death alone.  

We will choose to take up a sword, 

a plot to change the course of history, 


anything but our cross.  

The cross means willingly, 


knowingly, 


walking towards death 



as a way to bring about change in the world.  

We will do what ever needs to be done 


to reframe that reality.  

Even if it means 


focusing on what the Jewish Leaders and the Roman Government did, 



and focusing in on their faults, 


so we can ignore ours 



as the informed, 


but still not fully following brothers and sisters of Christ.  

But Christ calls us to be willing followers on the road to the cross.  


May it be so, 



more and more each day.
