Stanford Jewell
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Most people don’t realize, since Stanford has been in Twinsburg longer than most, he
was actually born November 15,1920 in Dorset, Ohio, Ashtabula County. He was born in the
same house as his Dad and his grandmother and maybe a few other relatives. His folks, Dale
Jewell and Alice (Zaebst), owned a farm which kept the three of them busy scratching out a life
during The Great Depression. He always says , “The Great Depression wasn’t that Great!”.
Stanford kept active milking the cows, plowing and working the fields with their two horses
Dick and Bess. He loved plowing, working the team, the solitude of the moments, smelling the
soil as it turned over as the quiet mornings crept into the day. Stan, all his life has been that boy
working the fields of his youth.
Our current COVID-19 Pandemic, brought back memories for Stanford with his folks, older
relatives and grandparents still talking about the 1918 Flu Pandemic years after it ended in April
of 1920, much like we will be discussing our Pandemic for years to come.
While he was in school there were early morning milkings and late evening chores, but
Dorset was a farming community and his life was not much different from the other kids in
school. The Great Depression was tough on everyone in Dorset, including his family. His folks
leased him out to another farmer in town needing help. Stanford lived with them, took care of
their cows, worked their fields and the farmer paid Dale and Alice $12.50 a month for the use of
their son.

Example of Kid Hack
I asked Stanford how he got to school when he was growing up, he told me by Kid Hack.
The community owned a few of these, depending on size of the school and what I understand,
one family would be responsible for taking care of the Kid Hack for a week or two and also be
responsible for picking up the kids and taking them to school, then picking them up when
school was over, then the next neighbor would take charge, then the next. Stanford said in the
wintertime they would cover the floor with straw to help keep their feet warm, hard to even
imagine during those cold NE Ohio winters.
1921-1923 Warren G Harding President

Stanford’s first sibling, Russell was born when he was ten, then his sister Joyce was born
two years later. He always told us kids, jokingly, that his folks waited until he was old enough to
babysit before having any more children.
1923-1929 Calvin Coolidge President

I asked him one time what he would listen to on the radio while he was growing up.
“We didn’t have electricity until I was 17” was his answer. A tractor arrived at the Jewell house
only after Stanford went into the Navy in 1942, certainly a much different time.
1927 Charles Lindbergh, 1st solo flight across Atlantic, he said in Dorset they heard about it three years later!
1927 The Jazz Singer, credited as the first full length “Talking Movie”

During the Great Depression, Ohio license plates were pretty simple, white background
with blue lettering, following year, white background with red lettering, etc. He told me no one
had the money for new plates, so they would just paint their old plates to match the new year.
1929-1933 Hebert Hoover President
1929-1939 Great Depression

1933-1945 Franklin Delano Roosevelt

2532 East Aurora Road

Stanford and Marian Hill Roseberry were married on December 21, 1941, exactly two
weeks after Pearl Harbor, at the last house on the right as you cross the line into Aurora off of
Route 82. Stanford would leave within a few months for the Navy where he was stationed at
Pearl Harbor assigned to working on submarines when they came in for maintenance from the
Pacific Fleet, even worked on the USS Cod, now a museum ship in Cleveland.

1945-1953 Harry S Truman President
1945 WWII ended
1950-1953 Korean War

After the War, they lived in a small apartment near Depot Road. Marian’s folks, Wilmer
and Marian Roseberry lived at 2532 E. Aurora Road, where Burger King is these days.
Rylander’s, who owned the grocery store at the corner of Ravenna Road and Maple Drive were
in the process of selling the store to Burt and Marian Kollman, but were also interested in

selling their home on Church Street, in-between the Tyson’s and Culhan’s. Marian Jewell
convinced her folks to purchase the Rylander House so she and Stanford could purchase the
house at 2532 E. Aurora Road from them.
In the 1950s, the house was outside of town, dark enough along Route 82 for people
coming over to often miss the driveway. It was a constant battle having the driveway reflectors
in just the right position for visitors to see. Snowplows would destroy them and people would
drive over them. These days, you can read a book at night where the old driveway joined Route
82.
George and Katherine Richner were their neighbors to the East and Keith and Eleanor
Hempstead were their neighbors to the West with Keith’s paren’ts farm next door to them.
Stan and Marian raised their three children, Mark, Michael and Jill as Twinsburg grew. In the
1980s, the British Petroleum Gas Station was built where Hempstead’s lived, with more growth
inevitable, the house built in 1820 was sold to Burger King.
1953-1961 Dwight D Eisenhower President

Gulf Oil/Sohio Gas Station

After the War, Stanford worked at a machine shop in Cleveland. Jobs were hard to
come by with all the troops returning from the War, but with the long drive and the repetition
of the job he decided to leave the shop to open a gas station in Twinsburg at the NE corner of
Darrow and Ravenna Road. He always tell the story, when he turned in his notice, most of the
guys he worked with kept telling him, “Are you sure you want to leave, in a couple months
you’ll be getting a nickel raise?”
With his Father-in-Law, Wilmer Roseberry, they opened the Roseberry-Jewell Service
Station. The collaboration lasted a few years and Stanford took over the Station, while Wilmer
opened Roseberry’s Department Store and later started the Twinsburg Bulletin Newspaper.
1957 Sputnik

In the early 1960’s Stan had the opportunity to take over a new Sohio Gas Station right
across the street. It was a great opportunity, the old station was small with only one bay and
one set of pumps, while the new Sohio Station had two bays and two sets of pumps. During
those days, it was not uncommon to have three people greet you at your car, one to pump the
gas, one to wash the windshield and the other to check the oil.

Twinsburg Fire Department

Stanford joined the Twinsburg Fire Department in the early 1950’s, around the time of
the Korean War. He said there was concern of the war escalating and perhaps turning into a
nuclear war. Some of the firemen approached him to see if he might be interested, he was the
perfect fit, thirty years old and could easily cover the distance between the gas station and the
fire department
He really enjoyed the camaraderie of the guys, plus the fact they were doing the town
quite a bit of good. At the time they had the Old Ford Fire Truck, the Buffalo Pumper and the
Tanker, but it was enough for the small town. Stanford can’t remember what the pay was, but it
didn’t matter, everyone’s paycheck was turned back in to purchase new equipment.

If you happened to be downtown when the fire siren went off, back in those days, you
were in for a treat. Just about every business door in town would fly open as someone dashed
towards the Fire Department, Kollman’s Grocery Store, Richner’s Hardware Store, the Barber
Shop and of course, Jewell’s Service Station. Stan had the longest run, but I’m sure he was
never last. Not long after the firemen from town made it to the station, pickup trucks and cars
with sirens blaring arrived from every direction. Minutes later everyone heard the fire truck
siren and the engine revving as the Ford pulled out of the station. The Kentucky Derby is billed
as, “The Most Exciting Two Minutes in Sports”, it’s had nothing on the Twinsburg Volunteer Fire
Department.
1961-1963 John F Kennedy President

Stan really enjoyed his days at the Fire Department, very proud of being on the team,
perhaps though, not so proud the day Marian burned down most of the old pasture behind the
house where I-480 sits today by burning trash on a very windy day.
1963-1969 Lyndon B Johnson President

1969 First Man on the Moon

Couples Club

Stan and Marion had the greatest of friends and hung around the most wonderful
people, the Kollman’s, Zahniser’s, Percy’s, Crouse’s, Ford’s, Hoon’s, Haven’s and many, many
more. I have to admit, every visit of mine to Twinsburg entails a trip to the Library where I
marvel at the wall of bricks covered with the names of people I knew so well growing up. They
had all lived through the Great Depression, World War II, the Korean War and were all raising
families in the 1950s, living the best years of their lives. Most had met through the Twinsburg
Couple’s Club, then carving out their own groups of friends, lifelong friends. I don’t think people
have friends now like these people had.

Square Dancing was a big part of Stan and Marian’s life with a few trips to national
conventions with friends, but mostly dancing with clubs around the area. The photo at top
shows Jean & Leland Zahniser, Marion & Burt Kollman, Marian & Stanford in back, with Helen &
Walter Green to the far right.
Stanford kept square dancing long after Marian passed away in 2002 with area clubs,
helping new members understand the calls and guiding them through the square dancing maze.

The Twinsburg Historical Society

Charter Members of the Twinsburg Historical Society were Fred J. Bissell, John Eggleston, Carl
A. Herrick, Marian Jewell, Marjorie Percy, Larry Richner, Sarah M Riley, Jean Zahniser and
Leland Zahniser in 1963, Stanford became a member not long after. The middle ‘60s were a
busy time for him, the Gas Station, the Farm, three teenagers at home and life in general. He
helped when he could and was even a Trustee for some time, but when he officially retired
from the Bank, at 72, he had more time to devote to the Historical Society.
Stan was born with the “Mowing Gene”, it runs long and deep in the family and loves to do
landscaping, so the Historical Society gave him another outlet. Many weekends were spent
trimming bushes, weeding, edging, putting down new mulch and all the other special touches
he would give the place. Open House was an event where he paid extra attention to every
detail. Stanford has always had a lot of pride in everything he does and loved when people
would notice how great the place looked.
Open House was an opportunity to show off the place and talk with the visitors. One of the
things he loved the most was laying a number of the old tools on a table and having the visitors
guess how they were used. One time he told me, a couple of men had picked up this old
rectangular board with a “V” cut into each end. They were discussing what it might have been
used for, one was arguing it was a guide for cutting wood and the other insisting it was used to
help remove your boots at the end of a hard day. Stanford walked over and told them, “Oh,this
one belongs to me, I use this to wrap my extension cord around for storage.”
Stanford was well into his 90s when he decided it was time to hang up the gardening tools.

Twinsburg Banking Company

I can’t tell you how many trips to the Bank Stan took each Saturday to deposit money
from the Gas Station. Every Saturday around 11:15 he would turn to whoever was working,
quickly saying, “Oh, I got to get the Deposit ready, head to the back room, next time you
noticed him, he was dashing to the Bank before it closed at noon.
After leaving the Gas Station, he dabbled in a trenching business as a sideline, worked
for Walter Green, learned quite a bit about carpentry and did a few other things, keeping busy
as Stanford always enjoys.
1969-1974 Richard Nixon President

He had known Bob Richner since moving to Twinsburg in the late 40s and they were
good friends. Bob knew he was doing little side jobs around town, so he called Stan to see if he
would do a couple of things around the Bank. In Stan’s word’s “Bob called one day to ask if I
could build a wall for them at the Bank, I did, then they asked if I could do some painting, then
another project, next thing I knew they gave me a Twinsburg Banking Company Van, I guess
they hired me.” He really enjoyed working there, still talks about their great Christmas Parties.
1974-1977 Gerald Ford President

He built walls, painted, mowed, weeded, checked on construction, did the same for the
other branches and more. He also found time to mow a softball field in the lot below the Drivethrough, foul ball lines and the infield too! Once a week a number of the bank people would
meet in the evening and play softball, of course Stan would join in. I got to join them on my
trips to Twinsburg, Pat, Lloyd, Mark, Mary, Cindy and many more, you could tell they all adored
Stanford.
1974-1977 Gerald Ford President

Stanford worked a few more years after the Bank was sold, but it wasn’t the same, so he
officially retired at 72 in 1991.
1977-1981 Jimmy Carter President

The Farm

According to the story I heard from Stan, at one of their get-togethers, someone threw
out the idea of purchasing an old farm, a place for them to grow and be out in nature, more
than likely Leland Zahniser. One not too far out of town, but far enough where it wasn’t a daily
trip, but an event to get to. At the beginning, there were 5 or 6 families interested; the Green’s,
Kollman’s, Haven’s, Zahniser’s, Jewell’s and I believe another couple. When the search began, it
had dwindled down to the Zahniser’s, Kollman’s and Jewell’s.
1977-1981 Jimmy Carter President

The exploration began in the Parkman, Ohio area, where the families looked at a few
properties, but for some reason or another didn’t decide on one. One day, Mr Zahniser,
Leland’s father, who I have to say was one of the nicest people I have ever met, mentioned a
place near Greenville, Pa in the area he lived. So all the families packed up for the two hour trip
and fell head over heels for the approximately 150 areas of farmland in the middle of Amish
country.
1981-1989 Ronald Reagan President

1958 was the year “The Farm” was purchased by the three families and it changed all of
our lives. Stanford was 37, Marian 36, Leland 39, Jean 38, Burt 38 and Marion 37 when the
adventure began and what an adventure it was.
1989-1993 George H Bush President

There were two houses at the Farm, one an old Farm House and the other a not quite so
old Farm house. Jean and Leland Zahniser got the not quite so old Farm House and the
Kollman’s and the Jewell’s, all four parents and six kids shared the old Farm House. It worked
out wonderfully. Jean and Leland could enjoy spending time with us, yet still had the quiet
luxury of heading down to their place.
1993-2001 Bill Clinton President

I think we were there every weekend the weather was good and occasionally when it
wasn’t for the next 10 years. There were chores, lots of chores, but plenty of time for fun also.
2001-2009 George W Bush President

Stanford built a small cabin at the Farm using knowledge he gained while working with
Walter Green. He would put together the framing in Twinsburg, then haul it over to
Pennsylvania and assemble it on weekends. It includes a full kitchen, dishwasher, shower,
electric heater, one bedroom and a wood stove.
2009-2017 Barack Obama President

Us kids loved the Farm, Marian loved it, but Stanford really loved it. It was the farm he
really wanted all his life, a link to his boyhood. He was able to mow, work on tractors, build
trails and be a boy while still being a man. I think if you asked any of us, the Farm was the best
part of our life and if we wrote a book about the Farm, the Zahniser’s, the Kollman’s and
Marian would be in every story, but Stanford would be in every sentence.
2020 COVID-19 Pandemic
T

No person ever has been happier mowing or on a tractor!

Happy 100th Birthday
Stanford Jewell!

Dorset, Ohio may claim you, but you’ve been a major
influence and contributor to Twinsburg, the Fire Department,
the Historical Society, many area Square Dance Clubs, friends,
relatives, family, children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren
and one great-great-granddaughter and frankly, I wouldn’t be
here without you and probably won’t want to be.

Stanford Jewell is currently taking it
easy at the following address and would love
to receive a Call or Card from you:

Stanford Jewell
Hudson Grande Senior Living
5400 Darrow Road
Hudson, Ohio 44236
330-342-4810

