The Governing Body of the City of Liebenthal met in public hearing in the city building at 6:00 p.m. on June 9, 2025. Presiding was Mayor Darrell Warner, council members present were Barb Matal, Renee Legleiter, Stephanie Schmidt-Koerner, Bill Stark, Clerk Beverly Stark and Maintenance Operator Kelly Koerner. No residents were present.
Minutes from the previous meeting on May 12, 2025, were read.  Barb Matal moved to approve the minutes as read, Renee Legleiter seconded, the vote was unanimous, the motion carried.
Clerk’s Announcements:  A complaint was sent to the city council, but was not signed.  The city will not address unsigned complaints. The absentee resident of 201 Main has been texted, emailed, and sent a letter from the council requiring the owner to mow the property by June 13, 2025.  The council suggested the clerk put a lien against the property which is listed with a realtor, for unpaid bills.  If the property is not mown by June 13 Kelly Koerner will mow and the owner will be charged.  Stephanie Schmidt-Koerner asked that Clerk Bev Stark contact lawyer Alex Herrman regarding the legality of the proposed 1.5% sales tax, and also two proposed ordinances for animal control, and fireworks.  Bev Stark had contacted the County Highway Department for proposed work on W. 3rd St. which has the potential to begin during harvest.  Bev Stark relayed to the council the latest information regarding the grant application for RO units, meter replacement, water tower coating, and rehabilitation of well 3.  The pre-application has been submitted for the KDHE grant, but more information needs to be gathered for the remaining portions of the grant.  This grant requires engineering input.  There has been some difficulty with multiple water assistance programs being closed as the result of recent federal action.  Bill Stark suggested the council meet with Beth Warren (KS Municipal Utilities) to discuss the proposed grant, timelines and implications more thoroughly. Bev Stark will contact Beth Warren and set a meeting time.  The council will need to meet with the entities preparing the grant at the next city meeting on July 14 at 6pm to discuss the proposed suggestions more fully.  The public is encouraged and welcome to attend this meeting.  Bev has been in meetings with Reuben Martin (representative with Midwest Assistance Program) working on a water rate tool to determine if the water fees are covering the cost of producing water.  To date, the water fees are covering the cost of water production, but the forecast for the next four years with our current rates is unsustainable.  The contract accepting Adams Brown as city accountants is executed.  Mayor Darrell Warner asked that a letter be sent to the Sheriff’s Department thanking them for monitoring the traffic through town, a previously rare occurrence.
Old Business:  The contract for maintenance of the water tower is in effect.
New Business:  The council picked a paint color for the water tower with Stephanie Schmidt-Koerner moving to paint the tower with “Pond,” Renee Legleiter seconded, the vote was unanimous, the motion passed.  The council reviewed property in the city limits that needed mowing.  Bev will notify the residents.
City Utilities and Maintenance Updates:  Mayor Darrell Warner met with Shelby Waterhouse to review the water and wastewater systems.  Shelby said all was running well.  The mayor also asked Bev to list Kelly Koerner as an “Operator in Training” with KDHE.  Darrell Matal was not at the meeting but relayed that all water testing was up-to-date and there were no problems.  The hydrants have not been flushed for this year.  Bev will remind Darrell Matal that this needs to be accomplished.  Kelly Koerner has ordered a new hour meter for the mower, also a new grass shoot, he also sharpened the mower blades.
Calendar / City Events:  The city-wide cleanup is ongoing through June 16. 
Approval and Payment of Bills: Stephanie Schmidt-Koerner moved to approve the bills as presented, Barb Matal seconded, the vote was unanimous, motion carried.  The next meeting is July 14, 2025, at 6 p.m. in the city building.  Stephanie Schmidt-Koerner moved to adjourn the meeting, Renee Legleiter seconded, vote unanimous, motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:34 p.m.
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