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Recent & Ongoing Activities
e BOD meeting with Montgomery County delegation to the Maryland legislature
o discussions focused on access to State resources for operating budget, facilities, and pre-K as
well as other policy concerns such as the school calendar.
e League of Women Voters engaging MCCPTA on voter guide survey
e The State-appointed Commission on Innovation & Excellence in Education, charged with revising state
school funding formulas will not finish its work by its Dec. 31 deadline, Chair Kirwan announced.

Future Activities
e MCCPTA Questionnaire for BoE, CC, Md/GA candidates for political office to be circulated by 12/15
e League of Women Voters +MoCo Media to plan future BoE candidate and County Council forums

Important Dates
e Dec 5- Superintendent’s initial presentation to Board of Education on 2019 Operating Budget proposal
e Dec 19- Superintendent Presents Recommended FY 2019 Operating Budget to Board of Education
e Dec-Jan * Sign-up period for speakers at Board of Education Public Hearings
e Jan 4 & 10- 2018 Board of Education Public Operating Budget Hearings
e Jan 18 & 25- Board of Education Operating Budget Work Sessions
e Feb 13- Board of Education Action to Adopt Superintendent’s FY 2019 Recommended Operating Budget

Special Notes:

Letter from Superintendent Smith to Governor Hogan on 2018-19 Calendar.

It points out the contradictory requirements presented by the Governor’s executive order.
See attached.
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Dicur Qoveroer Hagan:

(n Mersember 14, 2017, the Montgzomery County Board of Edueation adopled 1he cnclosed 2018—
209 school vear calendar, The calendar abides by your exevotive vrder: the schoul vear will begin
om Tuesduy, Sepl, 4, 2008, and the las day of schonl is scheduled for T hursday, hane 13, 20165,
The calendar includes TR2 days of instmuction, two closed days tor planmng and prelessional
development, snd two operations] clesures al coinvide with (e observances ol Rosh ashanab
anc] Y om Kippr.

O behall el the Beard ol Bduecaiion, | am swriting to share twa eoneerns we have with the end date
ol June 15 prescribed in the executive order. [ wish to emphasize that we arc not asking for a
change in the start date of after Labor Day however, wa beliove thal there are semme uninlendad
and unforcscen consequences with o burd slop ol June 15,

While in the first vear of abiding by the executive order, Tune 12, 2018 falls on g Friday, i lulurc
vears that is notthe case. For example, For the 2008201 school yeor calendar, June 15 Talls ona
Saturday; v sucly Qe Last duy o schedule school @5 Tune 14 This problem is exacerbared in s
virrs wien June 15 falls an days of the week like WMonday (2020} and Tuesday (2021} For
linancial, attendance, and family logisheal concerns, i0would be challengng lor o school syslem
I schedule a last day of schoal on such woek duvs, For esample, school systems would need 1o
koep air-condilioning runoiog over the weelend for the additional day or tan. Another concern
would ke how sgummer camps or child care would be impacted by g shortened week, il ihey did
not sare until the following week, Tamilies would need (o nd coverage lor (he davs Tollowing the
[aer school duy,

Wi gaain respectfitlly ask that there be some Hexability in hours pears. We wee o change o (he
enecntive order that would preseribe the hind Friday ol June (as June 15, 2018 is) as the lasi day
ol achool for studenls, This would mesn school waonld clase on hane 1%, 2020, and in the following
vear, Junme L&, 2021,

In Iecembar 2016, our school system revebved guidanes [om (he Marvlamd Sede Depariment ol

Lalucation that in erder lo be eemnplivnd wilh the Code of Maryland Repulations (COMAR) and
extond the sehaol vear by Tive days at the end of the school vear, districts must uld anerzcney
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The Honorable Lawrence J. Hogan, Jr. 2 December 1, 2017

weather make-up days into the schedule before the date of June 15. Therefore, in order to fulfill
both the requirements established in your executive order and under COMAR, effectively the last
day of school scheduled on any school district’s 2018-2019 calendar in the state Maryland was
June 11, 2019. There must be 180 days of instruction, the state’s minimum number of days
required, scheduled on or before June 11, 2019.

If in Montgomery County there are no school closures due to weather emergencies, then that means
the last day of school for students would fall before June 135, the final date of school established in
your executive order. We ask that you adjust your executive order to establish a certain final date
for students that allows for emergency weather days to fall outside the established instructional

timeframe.

It is our hope you will consider revising your executive order because of the two reasons
mentioned. We again urge you to consider alternative approaches in future years to accomplish
your objective of maximizing time available for summer vacation while still allowing local
jurisdictions to set the structure of the school year according to the operational and educational
needs and priorities unique to each district in the state.

cerely v
Michael A. Durso
President, Montgomery County Board of Education

MAD:prs
Enclosure

Copy to:
Members of the Montgomery County Delegation
Mr. Peter Franchot, Comptroller
Mr. Leggett, Montgomery County Executive
Members of the Montgomery County Council
Dr. Karen Salmon, State Superintendent of Schools
Members of the Montgomery County Board of Education
Dr. Jack R. Smith, Superintendent of Montgomery County Public Schools
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2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR School start Date September 4, 2018
Adopted 11-14-17
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* Mandated for closure by state law.
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