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https://www.facebook.com/ImmanuelGrinnell/

Where

https://www.youtube.com
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Podcast Links
(search for Immanuel Grinnell)

Find

Anchor: https://anchor.fm/ImmanuelGrinnell
Spotify: https://open.spotify.com

Us

Google: https://www.google.com/podcasts
Pocketcast: https://pca.st/jkhh18k8
RadioPublic: https://radiopublic.com
Apple: https://podcasts.apple.com

All links are available on our Church Website:
www.immanuelgrinnell.org

“Why Do You Stand Looking Into Heaven?”
Alleluia! Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

This month we will celebrate the Ascension of
our Lord. The question posed by the angels to
the disciples, may be readily posed to us as well,
“Why do you stand looking into heaven?” In a
world of sin and destruction, in world filled with
darkness, where is glory to be found? In our own sinful bodies that
will one day die? In our own works that, no matter how well meant
they are, they are still tainted with sin? Where is glory to be found?
Death and decay is in the world and in our own bodies. As our eyesight fails and as we can no longer eat the spicy foods or drink the
same types of drinks that we once could, can we claim that glory
is within ourselves? As our lives are filled with jealousy, anger, lust,
idolatry, hatred, malice, unthankfulness, and the unwillingness to
forgive our brothers and sisters in Christ, can we claim that we are
in fact glorious and we are the sources of glory?
Are we the sources of glory? We as fallen, sinful human beings do
not create glory within ourselves. True glory can come from God,
and this was revealed for us in Christ Jesus. The very knowledge
of this fact is what drives us to stand looking into heaven waiting
for Christ to come in all His glory. We wait for the day when every
tongue will confess Jesus Christ is Lord. We wait for the day that
we will be called to our heavenly home. It is hard to do what I am
supposed to do. We are children waiting for the glorious day, the
day of wondrous praise, the day when there is no more suffering,
sadness, and pain. We wait for that day of resurrection, when we
will stand in full glory, in body and soul, in the presence of the lamb,
in the holy city.
We hear and we know those pictures, we know about that day, and
this is what drives us to stand looking into heaven. “Jesus, come
back! We need you!” We know that this glory is for us, but we are
not to merely stand looking. Christ is not to be found merely in
heaven.

4													 www.immanuelgrinnell.org

Where is Christ to be found? That is the beauty of Jesus’ Ascension. The church confesses the very fact the Jesus did ascend into
heaven, but this something that we don’t talk about a whole lot.
Even as you confess the creed, you may gloss over this fact. What
does it mean? It is in the creed. You confess it. People have died to
make sure the words are in the creed.
As Jesus ascended into heaven, He now sits at the right hand of
God. What does it mean that He sits at the right hand of God? It
means that Jesus, as a human and bodily man, now fills all things.
The power, the forgiveness, the grace of God that was won through
the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth, the
grace He won for you, now fills all things.
So why do you stand looking into heaven? Where are you going
to find Jesus? He Himself points us exactly to where we are to find
Him. Christ comes to us in the waters of Holy Baptism, He speaks
to you through His Word, He comes and feeds you with His Body
and Blood for the forgiveness of your sins. Christ for you is not to
be found in heaven; He is to be found in the font and upon the altar.
Even upon coming to you, after the supper, we still do not stand
looking up into heaven. Christ is also to be found in works of mercy
towards our neighbors. This month also celebrates the secular holiday of Mother’s Day; a day in which we thank our mothers, and we
reflect on what they have taught us. What have they taught us, or
mom’s what are you teaching, in works of mercy? Are you teaching
Christ? Or something else? Being a mother is a very great and
important work. Being a parent is a great and wonderful vocation
that is full of responsibility. You have been given a wonderful gift
from God, how much do you thank God for them? How much do
you see to it every day that they are learning how to imitate you as
you imitate Christ?
We try and try and yet we know that we are not always perfect.
Take heart, even when we fail in works of mercy in our daily lives, in
our daily conversations, in our daily working in the world, Christ is
still with us working through us for His glory to the good and benefit
of our neighbor.
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That same Jesus fills all things. He has joined Himself to you in
baptism, He surrounds you with His word, speaks to you through
His called and ordained servants. Being in Christ, you are given
special gifts, new life gifts. Your sinful Adam, was drowned and
died, your sins are forgiven, and a new man daily rises to live
before God in righteousness and purity. As you are a new creation,
and the Holy Spirit, you not only possess, but show and live forth in
the life of a saint. Jealousy, anger, hatred and the host of other sins,
are drowned in the font, and filling you rather with faith, hope and
love.
Your entire being defined by God in Christ Jesus, you are not filled
to the brim, but rather overflowing with “love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.” 1 Your works then are not sinful acts, but saintly acts. Done
for the neighbor, not for your own glory, but solely for the glory of
the one who created, redeemed and sanctified you; The Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost.
Not only men of Galilee, but brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus,
Why do you stand looking into heaven? Look at the font, look at
the altar, look at the lectern and pulpit, look at His Word, look at
your forehead and upon your hearts where You have been marked
as one who has been redeemed by Christ the Crucified. Feast
daily on His Word, and know Christ comes to you giving to you that
which you need. Forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.
As you walk through this month to the celebration of our Lord’s
Ascension, I encourage you to sing:

1 Galatians 5:22
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“Up through Endless Ranks of Angels”					 LSB 491

Tune: © 1973 Henry V. Gerike. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001879
Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110001879

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
+Soli Deo Gloria+
Rev. Dr. Joel G. Koepp
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The National LWML Convention is
scheduled for June 24-27, 2021 in
Lexington, Kentucky. Women, men,
and families from all over the world
will be attending and/or watching
(livestream) this exciting event. One of the opportunities we have is
to contribute items to agencies that have been carefully selected in
the Lexington area, and LCMS Recognized Service Organizations.
See the poster on the bulletin board near the kitchen door for things
to purchase - baby items (clothes, baby toiletries, baby blankets,
etc.), gift cards to Walmart and Target for LCMS Seminary
students ($10, $20, or $25 are most appreciated), and used
eyeglasses that will help impoverished people in developing
nations around the world.
If you wish to contribute, please put your donations
in the box labeled ‘LWML Gifts’ from the Heart
that is in the church entryway.
Steve and Pam will take the items that are
donated to the convention.
Your donations mean the world to the recipients!!
Thank you for your support.
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter article – May 2021
St. Paul teaches us: “Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with
the one who teaches” (Gal. 6:6). And again, he says: “Do you not know that those
who are employed in the temple service get their food from the temple, and those
who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings? In the same way, the Lord
commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:13–14). In other words, ministers of the Gospel are supported by the
offerings of those who are served by them.
And this is how the church lives even now. It is standard practice. But this deserves
closer examination. For it instructs us not just that we are to give but also what we
are to give. And it does so with four little words: “In the same way …”
St. Paul is building his case for supporting the preachers of the Gospel with the sacrificial giving of individual members on the example of the Old Testament people
who supported the Levites with their offerings and sacrifices. We’re to support the
Gospel ministry “in the same way.” But how did the Old Testament people support
the Levites?
Moses records this: “You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the
field year by year. And before the Lord your God, in the place that he will choose, to
make his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and
of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the
Lord your God always” (Deut. 14:22–23). The Levites were supported by the tithe, 10
percent of all the yearly yield of that which was harvested.
Does that seem like a lot? Does it surprise you that St. Paul instructs us that we are
to support the New Testament Gospel ministry “in the same way?” If it does, ask
yourself: Is the church’s job in the New Testament bigger or smaller than the Levites’
job in the Old Testament? Back then, there was one Temple, and the ministry was almost exclusively located in one nation among the descendants of Abraham. In Matthew 28, Jesus calls us to teach and baptize all nations, and there are churches and
ministries all around the world! How could we support this new Gospel ministry
with anything less than the Israelites supported the Old Testament ministry?
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter article – May 2021
Of course, we are free to give more, for we have received more than those in the Old
Testament. We have received the fullness of God’s revelation, the fullness of His
salvation, and the fulfillment of everything that God promised to do. For we have
received Christ, God’s own Son, in the flesh, who took upon himself our sins and in
exchange gave us his righteousness. The Father claimed us as his own in Holy Baptism. He gathers us together in the place where his name dwells to feast on the first
fruits of the resurrection, the risen and living body and blood of His Son – our Lord
Jesus. He reminds us that we are His, that all things are ours because we belong to
Him. He blesses us here in time with physical and spiritual gifts.
In the same way – and in response to His fatherly divine goodness and mercy – we
gladly give to those who proclaim to us “the excellencies of him who called us out of
darkness and into his marvelous light.” For once we were not a people, but now we
are God’s people; once we had not received mercy, but now we have indeed (1 Peter
2:9–10).
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Immanuel Lutheran Church,
Thank you for all you have done for Orphan Grain Train. Because of
people like you, we have shipped 18 shipments from Clemons, Iowa to
the needy and poor of the world. We are in need of donated clothes for
the destitute and poor. We are open for donated clothes every Tuesday
at Clemons from 8:00am to Noon.
John L. Maddick is stepping down as branch manager. He will be 87 on
June 3, 2021. Trisha Adams will be your new manager. Her number is
641-751-2479.
Our Branch of Orphan Grain Train does have to deal with national riots,
COVID-19 and shipping but shipping donated clothes for the needy of
the world is something we can do for humanity.
Thank you,
New Branch Manager Trisha Adams & John L. Maddick
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Items collected by the Central Iowa Branch, Orphan Grain Train, Inc.
(All items should be in new or slightly used condition, No junk)
Bedding							Underwear
Blankets and Quilts 					Socks
Linens							
New underwear
Sleeping Mats
								Medical Supplies
Children’s Clothing (Mixed boys/girls)		
Hospital gowns, clothing
Coats							Mercy kits (see instructions)		
Shoes							Crutches/Canes/Walkers
Summer wear						Wheel chairs
Winter wear						Hospital beds
Infant and toddler wear					
Stethoscopes, blood pressure, ect.
Layette kits (see instructions)
								Education Supplies
Men’s Clothing						School kits (see instructions)
Bottoms summer						Sports equipment (balls, ect.)
Bottoms winter						Coloring books, writing paper
Tops summer						
School desks, chairs, classroom equip.
Tops winter
Shoes							Kitchen Accessories
Formal wear						
Pots and pans
Coats							Plastic plates
								Knives, forks, spoons
Women’s Clothing
Bottoms summer						Other Items
Bottoms winter						
hard and soft toys (small items, not
Tops summer						battery operated)
Tops winter							bicycles (in good riding condition)
Shoes
Formal wear
Coats
Clothing Accessories					
Hats/Gloves						
Scarves/Caps						
Hand knitted items					
Belts								
Purses/Wallets						
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INSTRUCTIONS
Layette Kits Include:
				
Diapers (2 cloth and 2 disposable)
				
2 diaper pins (pinned to diaper)
				baby wipes (small pack)
				
pacifier (new)
				bottle (new)			
				sleeper
				onesie (1-piece underwear)
				receiving blanket
				blanket
		
*No baby powders or lotions (due to possible customs restrictions)
*Spread the blanket flat, place everything in the middle, fold insides, roll and secure
with string, yarn or ribbon
Mercy Kits Include:
				1 bath towel
				1 wash cloth
				1 hand towel (optional)
				1 large bar soap
				1 new toothbrush
				1 comb
				
1 purse-sized tissue pack
				
6 band-aids (1/2” or 3/4”) secured together
				deodorant (optional)
*No toothpaste due to possible customs restrictions
*Linens should be in good condition and dark colors are recommended (please no white)
*Spread the bath towel flat, lay the wash cloth and hand towel (if available) 4-5 inches from
the top. Place soap, tissue pack, ect. on the wash cloth, fold the sides into the center so it
will be about 15 inches wide. Roll the bath towel and secure with string, yarn or ribbon
School Kits Include:
				Backpack
				2 spiral notebooks
				2 pencils
				2 pens
				
10 sheets of construction paper
				24 count crayons
				1 ruler
				1 pencil sharpener			
				2 glue sticks
				1 blunt scissors
				
1 10-pack washable markers (no permanent markers)
*Place all of the items in a 2 gallon ziplock bag and place in the backpack and make sure it
is securely closed.
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Sunday of Special Offering
Lutheran Family Service is
inviting our congregation to
participate in the Say YES!
appeal to raise $50,000 to
re-supply the Say YES!
Counseling Assistance Fund
before the end of their fiscal year on June 30.
All gifts given to this cause make it possible for
anyone in need of counseling who doesn’t have the
financial resources to cover the cost of their care
won’t be turned away. They’re asking us to “Say
YES!” so that they can always “Say YES!” to
anyone in need during the coming year.
Please give generously online at
www.LutheranFamilyService.org/donations
or by texting the word GIVE to (515) 212-7585
On behalf of all who will receive help through
your generosity...thank you and God bless you!
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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Monthly Meeting of the Church Council
March 14th, 2021
The regular monthly meeting of the Church Council was held on March
14th, at 8:00 AM. Present: Pastor Koepp, Steve Haase, Chris Christinson,
Kevin Schultz, Diane Schultz, Sherry Baker and Kathy Stanek. President
Steve Haase called the meeting to order and Pastor Koepp opened with
prayer. Minutes from the February 14th, 2021 council meeting were presented for approval. Chris motioned to approve and Diane 2nd. Motion carried.
REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND BOARDS
Board of Elders: Steve Haase
•
Elders have discussed becoming more aggressive to contact members
who have not attended Immanuel for 3 or 4 years and encourage them
to come back.
•
Building cleaning is being discussed.
Treasurer’s Report: Chris Christinson
•
Written reports attached. All bills have been paid and the current
balances are reflected.
•
PPP loan is now forgiven.
Board of Trustees: Kevin Schultz
•
Expecting a return call from “Top Line Tree Service” regarding removal 		
of 11 pine trees
•
Kevin will check out a tree limb that appears to be touching an electric 		
line.
•
Ben spoke to the siding contractors and their plan is to finish the siding
this spring.
•
Installing new weather strip around the door going outside from the 		
Sunday school wing.
•
Steve caulked and repainted the front double doors.
Board of Evangelism: Pastor Koepp
•
Exploring social distance activities to celebrate church members
getting back together this spring.
•
Discussing what Immanuel will do for the 4th of July parade.
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Board of Education: Sherry Baker
•
The Sunday School board and students are donating 2 trees to be planted.
Will work with trustees where the best place is for planting.
•
Sunday School students will be waiving palms on Palm Sunday.
Board of Stewardship: Diane Schultz
•
Business as usual – nothing new to report.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Koepp
•
Providing spiritual leadership to members of Immanuel church, preparing 		
weekly sermons, preaching and conducting worship services.
Leading Confirmation and Bible Study classes.
•
Counseling/home visits, attending board meetings, visiting sick/shut-ins as 		
allowed and providing Communion to those who cannot attend Sunday
Divine service.
Unfinished Business: None
New Business:
•
Immanuel has 2 students interested in a 2-week summer program at Christ
Academy. The program is directed toward those who are considering a 		
career as a Pastor with a cost of $650 each. Sherry will discuss with the
Board of Education and decide what monies can be donated to help with 		
the funding.
•
The church secretary is transferring her membership to the Grinnell
Christian Church but would like to stay employed as Immanuel’s secretary.
The council did not see an issue with this going forward. She will also
continue to clean the church at a $50 charge to members who are unable 		
to clean and choose to pay her during their assigned week.
•
Diane motioned to send $197.50 to the Poweshiek County Sheriff’s office 		
to sponsor their Child Safety and Drug Prevention program for kids. Sherry 		
2nd. Motion carried.
With no other business to discuss Steve thanked everyone for attending and
adjourned the meeting.Pastor closed the meeting with prayer.
Next Council Meeting: April 11, 2021 - 8:00 AM
Submitted by:
Kathy Stanek
Church Council Secretary
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THE 2020 LCMS ANNUAL REPORT IS NOW AVAILABLE and on
the bulletin board for anyone who wants to read it.
Dear Brothers and Sisters at Immanuel Lutheran Church:
Every personal contribution you make to the mission and work of
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is absolutely critical. Always
thankful to our Triune God for you, we in LCMS Mission Advancement continually strive to serve and support you with the utmost
transparency, truthfulness, kindness and care.
Producing the organization’s annual report every year is just one
way we hope to keep you well-informed about how your charitable
contributions are put to work.
We are pleased to present the 2020 LCMS Annual Report to you,
now available on-demand at lcms.org. The report contains important audited financial information, general information and statistics
about our shared Gospel-proclamation work.
LCMS Mission Advancement’s utmost priority is serving contributors, people just like you. In addition to the annual report, other
donor accountability and transparency resources are available on
lcms.org, updated as information becomes available. We pray that
access to these documents builds and reinforces your trust and
confidence in how the LCMS manages every dollar of voluntarilygiven, charitable offerings. If you are unable to immediately locate a
particular resource, have a question, concern or comment, please
contact our Contributor Services team at (toll-free) 888-930-4438
and mission.advancement@lcms.org.
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2021 Immanuel Officers & Board Members
President			
Steve Haase						

LWML President		
Pam Haase

Vice President		
Joel McDonough
				
Secretary			
Kathy Stanek
				
Treasurer			
Chris Christinson
			
Elders
Joel McDonough		
Steve Haase							
Darlo Kelting				
Ken Mergen				

LWML Treasurer		
June Routier
LWML Secretary		
Pam Haase
LWML Christian Life
Denise Cadwell
Organist			
Pam Haase
Esther Huedepohl
Pianist
Sophia Louden

Trustees			
Kevin Schultz								
Church Secretary		
Ben Louden
Amber Carnine
Melissa Mintle								
Sunday School Opening
Board of Education		
Pastor Koepp
Sherry Baker					
Danielle McDonough			
Altar Guild				
Markie Koepp			
Helen Thorpe		
			
June Routier 			
Board of Stewardship 		
Danielle McDonough
Keith Thorpe					
Pam Haase
Pamela Sittig						
Pam Sittig
Diane Schultz
Esther Huedepohl (Backup)
Board of Evangelism & Missions
June Routier				
Dianna Kelting
Pam Haase

