Tennessee Association of Woodturners
Newsletter
June 2017

In This Issue
Quick Links
TAW Webpage
Meetings
Announcements
Symposium
Membership
Scholarships
Grants
Events
Newsletter Archive
Gallery
Projects
Library
Links
Contacts

Planning Calendar
All Events, Dates, and/or Times are subject to
change. Changes will be communicated as they happen.
July 6 Meeting 6:45 PM Bill Handel demonstrator - Thursday Meeting
July Saturday Turn In Saturday, July 8 from 8:00 am - noon
August 1 Meeting 6:45 PM John Lucas demonstrator
August Saturday Turn In Saturday, August 5 from 8:00 am - noon
September 5 Meeting 6:45 PM Kim Winkle demonstrator

June Photos

Other News
TAW Facebook Page
If you're on Facebook, please check out the TAW page. It is a great place
to get the conversation going, ask questions or post videos and pictures of
your work.
Check it out here.

Newsletter Archives
Check out the archives of the TAW newsletter. Here is one from March,
1992.

Projects and Videos
Have a favorite woodturning project or video? Submit the information to Jeff
Brockett woodwackerjeff@aol.com and he will include it on the weekly
updates.

TAW Member Marketplace Information
TAW Member Marketplace
Opportunity for TAW members to sell woodturned items
Interested in trying to sell your woodturned pieces but don't know how to
start or have a storefront?
The TAW will be testing a "Member
Marketplace" on the TAW website. This webpage will be created to
provide TAW members a place to sell their woodturned items. If you are
interested in take part of this test please see the following information:
* Page would be tested for 4 months and reevaluate need for page
* TAW would not handle any transactions - all payment for goods is
between TAW member and buyer
* TAW members would be able to have up to five items listed at any one
time
* Woodturned art only - no tools, wood or other items
* This page would only be for TAW members to list Woodturned art for sale
* Each item would stay on the page for no longer than 60 days
* Members must email high definition photo of each piece, email address,
and price and item description to info@tnwoodturners.org by the 25 of each
month
* New items would be posted on the TAW website the first of each month
* Cost to members to post would be nothing, however the TAW would
appreciate a voluntary donation for items that sell. All donations would be
earmarked for future website improvements
* Website administrator would have the final say on whether or not items
should be posted.
. Page would be linked to both the TAW Facebook page and the TAW
Facebook group
To get this page up and running quickly the initial deadline to provide
items
for
sale
will
be May
5.
Members
should
email info@tnwoodturners.org a high definition photo of each item, a brief
description of each item, price for each item and a contact email. Future
deadlines to submit items will be by the 25th of each month with new
items being listed by the 1st of each month. Members who submit items
and have a website store should provide the link to their website store as
well.
Please direct all questions to info@tnwoodturners.org

July D emonstration Information

Article from Woodturning Online
On Finding and Donating Wood
by Bob Heltman
Some months ago, I wrote an article about how to find wood. This was to
help folks new to woodturning. Often, they get a lathe, tools, etc. and then
wonder "where do I get wood?" I'll review that, but herein want to mostly
address the more experienced woodturner who wakes up buried in more
wood than he can turn in the future, even if he lives on into eternity. I've
been both without and with too much wood, so I can comment in expert
fashion.
The newbie to woodturning can get wood by a number of methods. Go to a
local store selling hardwoods, a craft store, lumber yard, etc. This, however,
costs money. Better, look around your area for fallen trees, damaged trees
about to fall, etc. Talk to the owner. Talk to a tree service company. Look for
a "stump dump" where tree surgeons take parts of trees. Keep your eye on
the weather --remember, a hurricane, tornado, or other high wind is the
woodturner's friend. However, be considerate and don't visit a damaged
area when the EMS squad or ambulance is there...I mean for goodness
sake, curb yourself a bit. Have a chainsaw handy at all times though.
Helping a neighbor remove a tree is a service rendered...and you get the
wood! In some places, talk to your US Forest Service and get their advice.
Look in the paper. As you drive around, look for fallen trees, an old apple
orchard being uprooted, etc. Opportunity favors the prepared mind. And, of
course, join your nearest woodturning club and let your need be known.
As you get into the woodturning game you will hear of burls and strange
sounding woods. Subscribe to More Woodturning Magazine, the AAW
Journal, etc. and look in the ads section. If all else fails, wear torn and
shoddy clothes, stand on a high traffic street corner, put a sad and
downcast look on your face, and wear a cardboard sign around your neck
that says, "Have Lathe, Need wood." You'll get all the attention you need.
Now, let's move forward in time 1 to 3 years. What happens is that word
gets around that you turn wood and you'll get calls from friends, neighbors,
even strangers, asking if you are interested in taking down or cutting up a

tree they have. From time to time you'll connect and acquire a large supply
of maple, cherry, ash, oak, dogwood, sourwood, hickory, pecan, boxelder,
and so on. And you'll have a very large pile of wood, or several such piles.
At first this is high-status and you'll feel elegant and proud. "Yes, yes" you'll
humbly say, "I'm kinda pretty much devoted to woodturning some." If you
turn a good bit, you'll stay familiar with what type of wood is in what part of
the pile or has its own pile. And, you'll develop expertise in looking at a
piece of a tree and correctly identifying it. Smugness will set in...as will
bugs and rot if you leave the woodpile outside, on the ground, uncovered.
As the untouched wood ages, it can lose bark, gather fungus, and you get a
little uncertain as to what kind of wood it is. You'll say things like, "I should
have painted the cut ends to avoid cracking." And, "Well, if I cut off two
inches from the cracked ends I'll still have enough left for a good bowl." If
this also happened a few years earlier, you will subconsciously remember,
on your next fallen tree wood gathering trip, to cut pieces a little longer just
in case you don't get to paint the ends right away. This leads to an even
larger woodpile.
Some woods decay faster than others...poplar and apple come to mind
along with sapwood of oak, I have to confess. Several years ago, I just had
to get rid of a lot of decayed apple I had laboriously gathered a couple years
earlier. Guilt ridden, I had trouble sleeping for a night or two, although some
guilt can be suppressed with a sufficient absorbing of adult beverages, I'm
told. Actually, I had to get rid of a whole bottom row of cut wood that was
stored on the ground. Being a part-time turner, I go for extended periods of
time between my woodturning sessions.
Recently I had gotten myself into another situation where I just had to admit I
had far more wood than I was likely to turn, and noticed some of it was
starting to get too split, decayed, or bug ridden. What to do...You could run
an ad and sell the surplus to other woodturners. Or add to your firewood pile
(just the bad pieces of course). Or donate it to your woodturning club's
annual fund raising auction (but this may mean hauling a lot of wood to one
or more club meetings). Being in the world's finest and largest woodturning
club (allow a bit of pride, OK?), the Carolina Mountain Woodturners, where
we have email and a website, our Internet expert broadcast the following
email from me: "I have accumulated more wood blanks than I can turn. New
Spalted Maple logs 12" diameter, sassafras ditto, butternut, odd pieces of
walnut, chunks of various others. I'd like a CMW member, probably in the
Hendersonville area, to come by and take some. A donation to CMW would
be a nice gesture on the recipient's part and save me hauling pieces to the
September auction. Glad to get a few chunks of osage orange in trade. Call
first (my phone #) and will provide detailed directions." Within a day or two I
received seven calls/emails, leading to visits and the removal of all the
wood I wanted to have moved out. Each visit was very pleasant and allowed
club members to see my shop and get their wood. We also greatly enjoyed
each other's company and had nice chats. One interesting couple lives six
months in Florida and six here in Hendersonville, NC. They needed wood
while HERE! Makes sense. Each grand person promised to give money to
our club, and this approach saved my aging body from having to load,
transport at high gas cost expense, and unload a LOT of wood for our
annual club's money raising auction.
There is still a bit of butternut to be retrieved by an out of town member, but
the outside storage area is in great shape once again. I can either load in
more wood or not. And, the decayed bark under one of the piles made great
mulch for the flower garden. It is good to have a happy wife.
What remains is my inside wood on the floor of my basement shop studio.
Now, yes, I allowed some of it to escape too, but at this point I can get to my
smaller and second table top lathe which got blocked off for months by the
inside wood blanks. The current condition allows me to throw out some rugs
on which some wood sat and left its fungus marks. The floor can be seen
once again. There were a lot of wood chips to vacuum up, dust, and even a
few dead bugs. Such is woodturning. I have to go now, the phone is
ringing...oh, it was my neighbor Dan, with the portable sawmill. He is
slabbing a maple tree trunk and wondered if I wanted a piece near the root

area as it is somewhat spalted and has real curly grain. I'd better go take a
look.

New Safety Column
SAFETY: FRACTAL ETCHING
A Member brought a bowl for show and tell which had been decorated with
a technique known as Fractal Etching (aka, Litchtenberg Fractal
Etching/Pyrography). Fractal actually refers to the patterns - such as
lightening - which can be mathematically defined by a branch of higher
mathematics. Etching in this case is the burning away of the surface of the
wood in these seemingly random patterns (they are actually variable within
organized boundaries).
High voltage direct current can be used to produce these patterns. The
technique originated with a few flat stock artists. However, it's not a simple
matter to do so safely. No less then four individuals have died attempting
the technique. And bear in mind that if you construct a device for Fractal
Etching, YOU are personally responsible for injury to, or the death of,
anyone using your device.
Why is this technique so dangerous? It is typically done using a 12,000 15,000 Volt direct current power supply. This is a lethal level of voltage and
requires careful construction with materials - particularly electrical insulation
- designed for these voltages. And you don't just grab a wet piece of wood
and go to work - specific types and concentrations of electrolytes are used
to pre-treat the wood. If you chose to try Fractal Etching you should 1) work
on a heavy rubber pad to isolate your work from other surfaces; 2) wear
heavy rubber gloves - on both hands; 3) wear rubber soled shoes and
isolate your chair/stool or yourself if standing - by using a heavy rubber mat
on the floor. There should be a second person present that can kill the
power in an emergency. There should be no liquids or other conductive
materials on either mat - except the piece you are working on. There should
be excellent ventilation and lung protection as well as eye protection.
Lastly, there should be a fire extinguisher nearby. Never step off the
insulating mat or touch other surfaces while holding the electrodes even if
you think the power is off!
Research the method carefully and extensively. Weigh the risks and
benefits carefully, then make informed decisions. There are many less
risky methods of enhancing turnings.
.............................................................................................................
It is inherent in the fluid nature of the Craft of Woodworking, and its ancillary
practices and technology, that such a collection of material will always be
incomplete and in flux. As such this coalumn must be considered a guide
to safety and not the last word on the subject. Woodworking and many of its
ancillary activities are inherently dangerous and the Association Board of
Directors, Officers, Safety Committee, and Members make no warranties or
assurances that following these recommendations will eliminate all risk of
injury. If you are inexperienced or do not understand a recommendation
consult someone experienced in the subject being discussed.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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How to Navigate the AAW Website
Are you an AAW member and want to get more out of your membership?
The AAW website is the go to place for 30 years of Journal articles,
Fundamentals, and video source.
The AAW website address is
www.woodturner.org. This really cool YouTube video is a great resource for
how to navigate the AAW website https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Ih1Ymj6bb8s&t=3s.

New Additions to the TAW Library

Question from the Newsletter Editor
Do you use instagram? If so, who are you following that you think other
people should be watching?
Please email responses to newsletter@tnwoodturners.org and I'll put
together a list for people to review.
Thanks,
Brett C

Other Events

Turning Southern Style Symposium
September 15-17, 2017, Turning Southern Style Symposium, hosted by
the Georgia Association of Woodturners, Dalton Convention Center, Dalton,
GA. Demonstrators will include Nick Cook, Beth Ireland, Glenn Lucas,
Harvey Meyer, Pascal Oudet and Joe Ruminski. The event will include
vendors, instant gallery, banquet, auction, and spouse/guest lounge. Each
registered attendee can bring one youth, free of charge. For information and
registration, visit gawoodturner.org.
OVWG Symposium - "Turning 2017"
The Ohio Valley Woodturners Guild will hold its 10th biennial Symposium
Friday, Oct. 13 through Sunday Oct. 15, 2017. The s are one of the oldest

and most successful in the U.S.
"Turning 2017" will once again be held in beautiful rolling hills of SE Indiana
at the Higher Ground Conference & Retreat Center with onsite lodging and
dining.
A trade show, Instant Gallery and other social events are a part of this fun
and immersive turning event.
Registration opens Spring 2017.
Demonstrators: Jimmy Clewes, Nick Cook, Avelino Samuel, Ashley
Harwood, Keith Gotschall, plus OVWG members and other AAW regional
chapters to be announced.
More information:
http://ovwg.org/content.aspx?
page_id=22&club_id=998512&module_id=201215

Appalachian Center for Craft Announces Summer
Schedule
Summer 2017 Wood Workshops
Link to Listings here.
931-372-3051
July 7-9
Dylan Loftis
Bandsaw Box Basics
July 14-16
Greg Pennington
Make a Windsor Bench
July 23-28
Harvey Meyer
Woodturning: The Basket Illusion
August 4-6
Graeme Priddle & Melissa Engler
Surface! Surface!

Continuing Education

556 Parkway · Gatlinburg, TN 37738
PHONE: 865.436.5860

Classes are listed here.

One Folk School Road
Brasstown, NC 28902
Classes are listed here.
APPALACHIAN CENTER FOR CRAFT

Kimberly Winkle, Interim Director
1560 Craft Center Drive
Smithville, TN 37166
(931) 372-3051
Classes are listed here.

.
Woodturning Links
ASSOCIATIONS AND CLUBS
American Association of Woodturners: www.woodturner.org
Tennessee Association of Woodturners www.tnwoodturners.org
Duck River Woodturners Club, Columbia, TN www.duckriverwoodturners.com
Tri-State Woodturners Club, Chattanooga, TN www.tristatewoodturners.com
Wood Turning Sources
AAW www.woodturner.org
Appalachian Center for Craft www.tntech.edu/craftcenter/workshops
Arrowmont www.arrowmont.org
Big Monk Lumber www.bigmonklumber.com
Carter Products www.carterproducts.com
Century Tree Turnings www.centurytreeturnings.com
Chucks Plus www.chucksplus.com
Earth's Watch www.earthswatch.com
Frugal Vacuum Chuck www.frugalvacuumchuck.com
Geiger Solutions www.geigerssolutions.com
Hunter Tool Systems www.hunterwoodturningtool.com
John C. Campbell Folk School www.folkschool.org
John Jordan Woodturning www.johnjordanwoodturning.com
Robert Sorby www.Robert-Sorby.co.uk
Robust Tools www.turnrobust.com
Ruth Niles Bottle Stoppers www.Nilesbottlestoppers.com
The Frugal Vacuum Chuck www.frugalvacuumchuck.com
Thompson Lathe Tools www.thompsonlathetools.com
Trend Products www.trend-uk.com
Vince's WoodnWonders www.vinceswoodnwonders.com
Woodcraft of Nashville www.nashvillewoodcraft.com
Woodturners Wonders www.woodturnerswonders.com

The Tennessee Association of Woodturners is a local chapter of the
American Association of Woodturners. Our purpose is to provide a meeting
place for local turners to share ideas and techniques and to educate the
general public regarding the art of turning. The TAW meets the first Tuesday
of each month at the Tennessee Baptist Children's Home, off of 1310
Franklin Road in Brentwood, TN and periodically sponsors local exhibitions
and demonstrations as well as an annual symposium.
From the Editor
Articles are due the 15th for the upcoming newsletter and should be
submitted to newsletter@tnwoodturners.org.
Member Projects
If you have a woodturning project that you would like to showcase to our club
members, you can send me detailed information about your project with
pictures.
Members Questions & Answers
Members are asked to submit woodturning, finishing and tool questions to
our resident experts to answer. There are no dumb questions, someone
else in the club may have had the same questions.

Classified Ads
Ads for woodturning and woodworking related items are free to members.
Send detailed information with pictures.
Wood to Turn
Do you have wood, need wood or know about wood that is available for
turning? Let me know and I'll pass it along.
TAW Officers and Volunteers
Newly Elected Officers and Directors - TAW 2017 Officers and Directors

Lou
Mineweaser

President term expires
Feb 2018

president@tnwoodturners.org

Barry Buntin

Vice President term
expires Feb 2019

vp@tnwoodturners.org

Jean Eisenberg Treasurer term expires
Feb 2019

treasurerer@tnwoodturners.org

Cathy Sanders Secretary term expires
Feb 2018

secretary@tnwoodturners.org

Brett Corrieri

Newsletter editor serves
as volunteer

newsletter@tnwoodturners.org

Bill Tucker

Librarian serves as a
volunteer

bill@oldhickorystick.com

Bill Mauzy

Director term expires at
Feb 2019

billmauzy@bellsouth.net

Pete Wiens

Director term expires at
Feb 2018

wienspa@comcast.net

Bill Handel

Director term expires at
Feb 2019

bhandel2@comcast.net

Bob Cooper

Director term expires at
Feb 2018

bobcooper54@gmail.com

Matt Burch

Director term expires at
Feb 2018

dakdodge02@yahoo.com

Phil Roberts

Director term expires at
Feb 2019

robertsdpr@aol.com

Ron Sanda

Director term expires at
Feb 2019

rws6613@gmail.com

Sincerely,
Brett Corrieri
Newsletter Editor
Tennessee Association of Woodturners

