Aim: How did muckrakers help to improve American society?


I. Muckrakers
· Referred to the journalists, novelists, artists, photographers and writers that helped bring reform issues to the attention of the public

· Investigated and exposed corruption 
II. Leading Muckrakers

A. Thomas Nast 
· Cartoons portraying political corruption by Tammany Hall and Boss Tweed

· political symbols 
· the donkey for the Democratic Party 
· the elephant for the Republican Party

B. Frank Norris 
· Wrote The Octopus
· Exposed monopolistic railroad practices in California

· National Securities vs. U.S

· Brought an end of the Northern Securities
C. Lincoln Steffens 
· published as The Shame of the Cities 

· exposed corruption in politics and big business 
D. Upton Sinclair 
· Published The Jungle in 1906
· It showed the horror of Chicago’s meat-packing district

· President Theodore Roosevelt ordered an investigation of the meat-packing industry

· the Pure Food and Drugs Act (1906) 
· the Meat Inspection Act (1906)

E. Ida Tarbell 
· Wrote “History of Standard Oil Company” 
· Exposed the ruthless tactics of the Standard Oil Company

· 1911 Supreme Court case broke up the Standard Oil Company

F. Jacob Riis 
· He photographed the living conditions in the slums of New York's Lower East Side 

· Published How the Other Half Lives 
· Helped create NY State’s first legislation to improve tenements
