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Living the Resurrected Life
“Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes
and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. The world is passing
away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.”
1 John 2:15-17 (NASB)
We live in a hurting world! A world that is plagued with violence, greed, fear, racial division and much
more. Around the world, I see people hurting themselves and hurting others. In our country, I see
people hurting themselves and hurting others. In our churches and home, I see the same thing
happening.
It is easy to get anxious and discouraged if our focus is on the world and the things in it. The Bible is
clear, that as Christians, we belong to a different realm. When we believe and accept Jesus Christ as
Lord of our life, we entered a different realm … a different world or kingdom. In order to live in this new
kingdom where Jesus Christ rules, we must surrender to him, our kingdom. That is, we must submit our
will and the desires of our heart to him completely.
In 1 John 2:16, the Apostle John reminds us that … “the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes
and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.” These are things that rule
the kingdom of the world; they rule our life … our kingdom. But they are not from God, declares the
apostle. He continues that Christians living under God’s reign surrendered these things unto God and
seek to do his will.
In the season after Easter, let us be reminded that because Christ rose from the dead, all who are living
in his Kingdom are living his life. It is what I call „Living the Resurrected Life”. A resurrected life is one
that is lived with God’s abiding presence; one that the will is surrendered completely to God’s ruling and
has its aim at killing off slowly the desires of the flesh that are harmful to ourselves and to others.
It is the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the boastful of pride that continues to plague the world
and they result in violence, greed, fear and evil of all kinds. The only way to have victory over these
things is to live “The Resurrected Life”. How we live this life is by following the example of our Lord
Jesus Christ who lived a perfect life. According to 1 Peter 2:22-24 (NASB), Jesus…―COMMITTED NO SIN,
NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while
suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously … He
Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness;
for by His wounds you/we were healed. ―
As Christians, we are meant to live a life of victory and we do that by sharing Christ’s wounds … we do
that by following in his footsteps.
May you have victory in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!
Pastor Mao Her

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR MAY

VOLUNTEERS FOR MAY

5th

COMMUNION SERVERS
5th
Don & Judy Larson

Acts 9:1-6, (7-20)
Psalm 30 (UMH 762)
Revelation 5:11-14
John 21:1-19

12th

19th

26

th

Acts 9:36-43
Psalm 23 (UMH 754)
Revelation 7:9-17
John 10:22-30
Acts 11:1-18
Psalm 148 (UMH 861)
Revelation 21:1-6
John 13:31-35
Acts 16:9-15
Psalm 67 (UMH 791)
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5
John 14:23-29

COUNTERS
5th
Janet Brown & Mylee Vang
12th Pam Seri & Steve Montgomery
19th Carrie Montgomery & Nancy Wolski
26th Dorothy Pike & Denise Edlund
GREETER(S)
5th
Nancy & Josh Wolski
th
12
Bev & Ernie Bennett
19th Marilyn Bender
26th Shanna Bude
LAY LITURGIST
5th
Shanna Bude
12th Janet Brown
19th Denise Edlund
26th Pam Seri
MINI COFFEE HOUR
5th
12th
19th
26th

Birthdays This Month…

1st
2nd
9th
20th
22nd
23rd
29th

Connie Ziegler
Mary Pitman
Dick Straub
Joshua Wolski
Laura Boehm
Jim Thomas
Dave Olson

Please wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY when
you see them!

Adult Sunday School
Ron Stinson and Jerome Trewyn
USHERS
5th
Denise & Gary Edlund, Judy Riedy and
Beth Schramm
12th Diane Steeno, Sue Thomas and
Ardy & Dick Straub
19th Nancy Wolski, Carol & Dave Olson
and Pam Seri
th
26
Jim Boehm, Mary Pitman and
Don & Judy Larson

Thank you to all of our volunteers!

If you are not able to be in church on your
designated Sunday, please try to switch with
someone else, and contact Jo in the church
office. Thanks!

UMW CORNER

Next Movie Series Movie
May 7th … On the Town (1949)

Martha Fellowship
Wednesday, May 15th @ 6:45 PM
Fellowship Hall-all women invited!
Hostess: Carrie Montgomery
We will have a short business meeting before
we trim stamps, finish another sleeping bag for
the homeless and enjoy some refreshments.
We’ll decide on a restaurant and date in June
for our ‘dinner out’! We will not meet during
July & August and we’ll resume our meetings in
September.

UMW CRAFT & BAKE SALE
The next sale is on Sunday,
May 5th, before and after the
Worship service.

Shown in the Sanctuary at 6:30 PM…
Popcorn will be provided… Bring your own
beverage…

Proceeds will fund our
district pledge and other mission work.
All donations are appreciated!

The UMW Caring Circle
The Thursday morning Care Group will meet
May 9th at 10:00 AM at Sacred Heart @
Monastery Lakes Senior Apartments, 7350 S
Lovers Lane Rd, Franklin. Brenda Krey will be
the Hostess.
We will go for lunch after the meeting.

The Men’s Breakfast,
which is held on the first
and third Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 AM,
is held at George
Webb’s Restaurant.
We hope you will join
us there!

Thursday, May 16th
6:00 – 7:30 PM
Includes a Light Supper, Bible Lessons, Crafts
or Games

Thank you to all the
April Coffee Bar volunteers:
Marilyn Bender, Carol Olson,
Judy Riedy & Beth Schramm!
Please see the signup sheet for May volunteers
needed —- thank you!

From the Wesley Bible: General Rules

Hospitality

John Wesley believed that the law and the
gospel are two sides of the same coin. When
behaviors are commanded, they are law; when
promised by God, they are gospel. Thus, the
law has three uses: convicting people of sin,
bringing them to Christ, and then guiding them
in their Christian life. To help people grow in
faith, Wesley wrote three general rules
(see Works vol. 9, "The Nature, Design, and
General Rules of the United Societies"). All
persons who wish to be saved should show
their desire:

Hospitality is a mark of both the Old and New
Testaments. In fact, it could be the difference
between life or death. The physical location of
our Bible stories is of a land that is arid. If
someone was traveling and required water and
shelter, withholding it could be a death
sentence to the travelers. So scripture often
refers to welcoming strangers and providing
hospitality. When Jesus sent his disciples out in
to the world, they were to take nothing with
them and to depend upon the hospitality of the
people they visited. Early Christians were not
only to practice hospitality but to depend upon
it. There was no "us" and "them". My became a
cussword for early Christians. One of the early
Christians pointed out the miracle of hospitality
and the abundance that comes from sharing
and said, "We have no house, but we have
homes everywhere we go."

1. "by doing no harm, by avoiding evil in every
kind, especially that which is ost generally
practiced"
2. "by doing good; by being in every kind
merciful after their power, as they have
opportunity doing good of every possible sort,
and as far as possible, all (persons)" and
3. "by attending upon all ordinances of God."
The ordinances are not the ceremonial laws of
the OT but rather the means to receive God's
grace. They include prayer, worship, Bible
study, and Holy Communion.

Becoming the Answer to Our Prayers:
A Few Ideas (from Common Prayer: Liturgy for
Ordinary Radicals)
1. Track to its source one item of food you eat
regularly. Then each time you eat that food,
remember the folks who made it possible for
you to eat it.
2. Become a pen pal to someone who is in
prison
3. Try recycling water from the washer or sink
by using it to flush your toilet. Remember the
1.2 billion folks who don't have clean water.
(Just because we have and lake of clean water
next to us, doesn't mean we should waste that
resource.)
4. Write one CEO each month this year. Affirm
or critique the ethics of their companies (you
may need to do some research first.)

Our Savior came into the world dependent
upon hospitality from the moment he was born
in a borrowed manger until he was buried in a
donated tomb. Jesus longs to meet us in the
guise of a stranger, the guest at our door.
Christ looks at us longingly and waits to answer
the call and have us invite him into our lives.
Further reading:
Making Room by Christine Pohl
Selected Writings of Dorothy Day
Why do we recite Creeds (Affirmations of
Faith)?
According to Revs. J. Richard Peck and Taylor
W. Burton-Edwards, creeds and affirmations of
faith help us to declare the Christian faith. They
affirm our unity in Christ with the first followers
who wrote them, the generations who have
recited them before us, and the generations
who will continue to recite them after we are
gone. It is tradition to stand when we recite an
affirmation because it is what we stand for. i am
reminded of my favorite line from Hamilton: If
you stand for nothing, what will you fall for.

Connie

GOODWILL BINGO…
We will be having our monthly bingo /lunch with the folks from Goodwill on Thursday, May 17th.
There is a sign-up sheet on the credenza outside of the church office, where you can sign up to
help with the food for the lunch. This event is a lot of fun, and the clients really get excited
about what they will be having for lunch!
If you need more info on how you can help in the future, you can call Jo in the church office, or
see Sue Thomas, Dave or Carol Olson, Flo or Larry Graham, Beverly Bennett or Carol DeGroot.

SPRING CLEANING DAY – May 19th after the Worship Service
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!
Lunch will be served about noon for all workers.
X an area where you are interested in volunteering your time, and place in the offering plate or turn into the
church office. You can also call the church office to sign up to help.
Clean pews with Murphy Oil solution. Bring bucket and rags.
Vacuum pew cushions/remove wax. Bring iron.
Wash windows (inside and outside). Bring window washer, paper towels, rags, ladder, etc.
(Works best when using Dawn dish-soap & warm water)
____________ Yard work, weather permitting – bring rakes, clippers, trowels, etc.
to clean flower beds and rake up debris.
Dust cobwebs on ceilings, etc.
Clean Storage Rooms.
Wipe down chairs in Fellowship Hall.
Bring Food
___________ Other: ________________________

NAME

Hello Brothers and Sisters of Christ UMC, Peace be with you!
We are blessed by your support in constant prayer and in loving generosity.
We are just small links in a powerful chain of blessing from God that transforms lives in
Thailand in the name of Jesus Christ. You are one of the links in that chain of blessing too.
Sherri and I live in deep appreciation for everyone like you who serve the
Lord together with us to bring the love of Jesus to Thai people.
May the Lord richly bless you and may your love for the Lord and the joy of His salvation overflow
each day.
Please pray for us for safety as we travel back to Thailand soon.
Yours in Christ Jesus,
Mike and Sherri Morrissey

Our next date to serve at The Gathering is on Saturday, May 18th.
Please see the sign-up sheet on the credenza in the Narthax if you are interested!
We are asking for donations of cookies to be taken with us to The Gathering.
Please bring your donations to church by Friday, May 17 th.

OUR CURRENT SERMON SERIES

Some Scriptural Tools for Nurturing Christian Faith
Our mission as United Methodists is ―to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world”. How can we fulfill this mission?
The life and teachings of Jesus pave the way for Christian discipleship that involves recognizing,
receiving, and expanding our openness to be avenues of God’s grace - God with us and within us that initiates love. As disciples, our practices help people know they are loved, and to learn to trust
God more fully. We should strive to inspire and equip others to reach out and serve one another for
the common good of the wider world. John Wesley considered this to be so central to existence and
Christian Discipleship that he committed his life to helping people explore its meaning and its depths.
Regarding the nurturing of Christian faith, we find at the UMC website:
Our United Methodist heritage gives prominence to God‟s grace. Grace is the love of God with
every person and within every person. Our role as staff and volunteers might best be
understood as preparing the way, so people can receive and participate in the grace of God
(not simply talk about it). Although Divine grace surpasses definition, it refers to God‟s constant
loving presence that, in the words of Bishop Rueben Job “is actively engaged for the good of
all.” (an excerpt from A Wesleyan Spiritual Reader).
The church’s main purpose is helping people to better know God, and to transform that knowledge into
discipleship. So, how can we prepare ourselves to help others to better know God, and to become
disciples? I found some very useful scriptural references for nurturing on the Ministry Tools
Resource Center website (https://mintools.com/christian-nurture.htm):
The Priority of Nurture:
 patterned by Jesus (Matt. 9:35; Jn. 17:6-8, 14, 17, 20) and the Apostles (Acts 2:42; 5:42)
 commanded in Scripture (Matt. 28:19-20)
The Program for Nurture:
 discipleship (Matt. 28:19 - matheteuo)
 equipping (Eph. 4:11-16 - katartismos)
 teaching (Matt. 28:20 - didasko)
 preaching (2 Tim. 4:2 - kerusso)
 exhorting (1 Tim. 4:13 - paraklesis)
The Process for Nurture:
 life-long (Phil. 3:10-16)
 developmental (Heb. 6:1)
 relational -- corporate (1 Tim. 4:13), interpersonal (Col. 3:16), and personal (2 Tim. 2:15)
The Product of Nurture:
 maturity (Eph. 4:11-13)
 discernment (Eph. 4:14; Heb. 5:14)
 growth (Eph. 4:15; 1 Cor. 3:6-7)
 greater knowledge of and love for God (Col. 1:9-11; Phil. 1:9-11)
 multiplication (2 Tim. 2:2)
We can use these scriptural tools to equip ourselves and others to recognize, receive, and expand our
openness to be avenues of God’s grace. By doing this we are better able to truly make disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
Steve Montgomery

May 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Thursday
2

Friday
3

5:30 PM – Prayer
Meeting

5
9:00 AM – Adult Sunday School
9:45 AM – Fellowship Time
10:15 AM – Worship Service with
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Nursery

6
7:00 PM – Accountable
Leadership Board
Meeting

7

8

9

Saturday
4

May Friendship Day

10

11

17

18
9:00 AM – The Gathering

10:00 AM – Caring
UMW @ Sacred Heart
@ Monastery Lakes
Senior Apartments

7:00 AM – Men’s
Breakfast @ George
Webb’s Restaurant
6:30 PM – Movie Night –
“On the Town” (1949)

5:30 PM – Prayer
Meeting

UMW – Craft & Bake Sale
12
9:00 AM – Adult Sunday School
9:45 AM – Fellowship Time
10:15 AM – Worship Service
Nursery

13

14

15
6:45 PM – UMW –
Martha Fellowship

16
11:00 AM – BINGO &
Lunch with Goodwill
5:30 PM – Prayer
Meeting

6:00 PM – FAMILY
WORSHIP NIGHT
Pastor Mao @ Festival
of Homiletics @
Minneapolis
19
9:00 AM – Adult Sunday School
9:45 AM – Fellowship Time
10:15 AM - Worship Service led
by Marge Freitag
Nursery

20

Pastor Mao @ Festival
of Homiletics @
Minneapolis
21

Pastor Mao @ Festival
of Homiletics @
Minneapolis
22

Pastor Mao @ Festival
of Homiletics @
Minneapolis
23

7:00 AM – Men’s
Breakfast @ George
Webb’s Restaurant

Pastor Mao @ Festival
of Homiletics @
Minneapolis
24

5:30 PM – Prayer
Meeting
6:30 PM – Youth /
Family Ministry
Meeting

9:00 AM – Greeting
Card Group

SPRING CLEANING
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
26
9:00 AM – Adult Sunday School
9:45 AM – Fellowship Time
10:15 AM – Worship Service led
by Connie Ziegler
Nursery

27

Church Office Closed

28

29
1:00 PM – Pastor Mao
@ Green Corner
Clergy Meeting

30

31
5:30 PM – Prayer
Meeting

25

The NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE FOR
June is:
May 19th
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