Last week, 


we acknowledged the fact 



that we all fall short of the glory of God.  



We don't meet the standard that God calls us to by our own effort.  


But thankfully, 



God has covered the holes in our efforts 




through the gift of his son Jesus.  

So the question remains, 


can we welcome God into our lives?  

To answer this, 


we look at Abraham and Sarah, 


and this text that the writer of Hebrews later refers to



to remind us we are to welcome all, 


because we could be entertaining messengers of God when we do.

On first read, 


this looks like a perfect example of what hospitality is supposed to be like.  



Especially in a dangerous place.  

Abraham brings people he has not seen before into his tent, 


provides everything they could want and more 



to help them relax.  


He even kills a fattened calf to prepare for them.  

For all the Martha's out there, 


this text rings home to you, 


this is the way you are wired.  



The song from Disney's Beauty and the Beast is your theme song, 




“Be our guest, 




be our guest, 





put our service to the test!”

Some scholars and preachers have tried to play down Abraham's welcoming, 


by saying that this was standard middle east hospitality.  

When a traveler comes to your tent, 


once they are within your walls, 



their health and safety is now your responsibility.  


Hence why Lot, 



when the two messengers of God reach Sodom in chapter 19, 




fights back the town 




and even offers his own daughters instead.  


That is how far the 'protection under my roof' extended.  

But Abraham's welcome 


is more than what we see from Lot.  

You may remember the story out of Luke that we sometimes call the Prodigal Son, 


but should call the prodigal God.  

In that story, 


the Father runs to meet his returning son.  



Much ink has been spilled over the scandalous nature of this action.  


Abraham pulls a similarly scandalous move 



by hurrying out 



or running to meet them.  


This would be viewed as shameful by normal standards.  

Once they are in his house, 


he pulls out all of the stops. 


 Lot only washes their feet 



and offers a place to stay for the night.  

Abraham asks his 90 plus year old wife to whip up three seahs of bread.  


Which may sound reasonable, 



but that is 22 quarts of bread, 



or 88 cups, 



which would make 22 




12” flat bread loaves.  



This is to be done in the heat of the midday sun.  

That days bread 


with the milk and curds 


would have been sufficient, 

but Abraham kills the fattened calf as well.  


Again, 



remembering the story from Luke, 


we know the calf was killed for his son's return 



and the older son complains that never had such an act been done for him, 




even on his birthday.  


So Abraham is pulling out the stops with the calf.

The question is why?  


While the narrator reveals to the listener 



that it is the Lord, 



Yahweh or Jehovah, 


Abraham is not shown to have such knowledge.  

In verse 3, 


he refers to them as Adonai or Lord.  

This contrasts with the narrator's description of the sacred name of God.  

But there was something that caused Abraham to act in such a way.  

He was sitting at the entrance to his tent, 


they were suddenly standing there, 


instead of moving into view.  

Was it the sudden appearance that tipped Abraham off?  

Was it the familiar presence, 


as Abraham has already had mutliple interactions with God at this point?  

It is left ambiguous, 


but the effort of Abraham earned him eternal recognition for hospitality.

Unfortunately, 


the writer of Hebrews is more generous to Abraham 


than the writer of Genesis is.  

As great as Abraham's effort to welcome God on the externals appears, 


there is an internal piece that falls short.  



We hear it with the exchange with Sarah.  

The Lord tells her she will be with child 


and she laughs.  

The reason for laughing is spelled out.  


She is old, 



well past childbearing years, 


Abraham is even older, 



they have accepted their routine 



and place in life, 




now God wants to throw this twist in?  


There is a hint of mockery possible, 



but underlying it all, 




is disbelief.

This is where the line 


that the people of God need to learn 


and take to heart comes into the conversation.  



“Is anything too great, 



too marvelous, 



too wonderful for God?”  

As we get ready to celebrate the birth of God's son,


we should all know the answer is “no.”  


Abraham probably knew that answer as well.  

Living it out is a different story.  


It is much harder.  

We hear Sarah's struggle as she claims that “she did not laugh.”  

Yahweh replies, “Yes, you did laugh.” 


and then the scene comes to an end.

This brings us to the reality we live with today.  


We can welcome God with our external acts 


and be quite comfortable with some of the demands, 



as long as it fits into our current lifestyle 



and understanding of how the world works.  

The problem with welcoming God into our life is, 


he does not play by man's rules.  

Yahweh works in his ways, 


not ours.  

So a 90 year old woman who has been barren 


will suddenly find herself with child.  

A teenage girl 


who is still a virgin 



will find herself pregnant with God's son.  

Neither of these scenarios 


fit within our understanding of the world.  

Our understanding is usually how the world currently works with sin, 


not how the world is being redeemed.  

That is where the glitch in our logic comes.   


God desires for us to be rescued.  



If he did not, 




he would not have sent his son.  

So God will take whatever measures he needs to rescue us.  


All of the great stories 



have standard practices being set aside 



and heroic acts being taken.  


This is done by the rescuer 



at the risk of great harm or death to themselves.  


Being willing to lay down your life for another 



is not part of the standard way in which the world works.  



But it is the way the world is rescued.

The question remains, 


do we trust that God can work in such a way?  

More pointed, 


do we trust that God is 


and will continue to work in such a way in our lives?  

What have we asked him to do that demonstrates this trust?  

Now after 15 years of praying for various cancers to disappear, 

for health to be restored, 

for people to travel safely, 


our record as a congregation would show mixed results.  



Some have been answered 



and some have not been met in the way we thought they should.  

A good criteria to help us ask for things that would align with God's will is, 


“How is what I am asking God to do 



going to rescue anyone?”  

I know that safe travels are needed 

and I am as ready for cancer and Covid to be gone 


as the next person.  

So ask those requests still, 


but take them another step.  

Ask God to be doing something in that traveling, 

in those treatments, 


that will bring someone to realize the type of God we have.  

As a devotional I read this past week said, 


“There is only one thing God can not do.  



Stop loving us.”  

So be looking for ways in which God can act through you 

and your prayers 


to bring a new understanding of himself to others 


and to you.  

As chapter 18 continues, 


we see that God was willing to share 


and talk with Abraham about what he was doing with Sodom and Gomorrah.  

As we will celebrate later this week, 


not only did he come as a human to earth, 



but he welcomed shepherds, 



magi, 



and the animals of the manger 




to see what he had done. 

He has done what was necessary for us to be rescued.  

Now the only thing that remains 


is to make people aware of what he has done, 



is doing, 



and still will do 




to make sure that they know.
