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[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
One of the best events that I have had the blessing and privilege of attending over these last three years has been the Candidacy Retreat at Cross Roads. It is one step of many in helping me further discern my call and purpose in this life of ministry as I continue advancing along in the stages of the Call and Candidacy process. It also provides me with time to be with and among fellow Seminarians, Colleagues, and Mentors as we all continue to grapple with and figure out what this life of ministry within the Church and the ELCA looks like in 2026.
What I found particularly cool about this Thursday and Friday event was when all of the Ordained Pastors were thrown together into what was called the Clergy Fish Bowl. Some of the Pastors really had no clue that they would even be doing this until it was on our agendas. It was kind of awesome not just being the Seminarian thrust into group activities and being somewhat uncomfortable at times, but yet watching some of the most seasoned Clergy in the New Jersey Synod get put on the spot right in front of all of us. We had the opportunity to watch their wheels spin, and we got to listen how they processed the events of life in the world as it related to the Gospel Message. This was getting the Sermon to Preach to all of us in action in that room before having it Preach to all of you out there in the community. What a cool and rather interesting experience that was, and I am all the better for having witnessed those interactions and seeing how the Gospel Message really does live and move through all of us as the Spirit guides.
In extension to all that I heard and learned from the Clergy Fish Bowl, I happen to believe that Pastor Micah Krey sums things up the best in his Commentary as he offers, 
“There is a clear flow to the story:
John’s arrest signals a transition
Jesus relocates and Scripture is invoked
Jesus proclaims the kingdom
Jesus calls disciples
Jesus begins his public ministry” (4)
The Word is speaking to us and is relevant in these lives that we live out together here in 2026.
	First off, it is front and center, because every single day we hear about people being arrested in the news. We are often flooded with it in our headlines. Yes, that even includes my fellow Clergy out there protesting and not being in support of some of the things going on in this world. Now, you can take a deep breath here and rest easy knowing that I am not going to go all political on you, or even force some kind of agenda. However, what I am doing is giving you a clear image as those fellow Clergy have gotten arrested because they are in the very same sandals as John the Baptist was. They were arrested for standing up for their faith and their beliefs. However, just like their arrest, and the arrest of John, the life of the Church and ministry moves on. This is precisely where Jesus was tagged in to continue moving things forward here, and this is precisely where you and I are tagged in each and every single day as the Priesthood of All Believers.
	So, then we hear about Jesus relocating, going somewhere else, not just being comfortable, and even avoiding being arrested or worse. Jesus needs to actively pursue His ministry. Jesus realizes this was not the time or place to clash with those in charge, and there was of course a bigger mission field in mind. This is very similar to when we keep it quiet and keep moving along for there are other things we need to attend to and not just overreact in the moment. We are also reminded that this was intricately planned all along as it was in scripture prior to Jesus even coming down to be present and live life amongst us. God is in the mix, and God knows precisely what is desired with all of creation. Jesus is moving to all the people and being the light and lifting people out of the darkness through details that were so intricately mapped out. The amazing plan was in action and executed with precision.
	Third, we now hear Jesus talking to all of us in verse 17 as his message is direct and forward, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” (2) God was no longer a deity that we all read about. God was no longer something up in the clouds or beyond. God was in the flesh standing right in front of everyone with a mission and a message to deliver. As a matter of fact, Jesus in solidarity carried along the same exact message that John the Baptist was calling all of those to in the wilderness. However, Jesus moved that on to other places in the world. Jesus was calling everyone to repent so that they all could be saved, and this includes you and I, and our neighbors too. Now, of course none of has to do anything for God has already done everything for us. However, this free gift, this gift of Grace, does have us humbling ourselves and admitting that we do not deserve it, but yet we can accept it freely.
As we move on to verse 18, we get a slightly different image or approach than we heard about just last week in our Gospel Text from John. There is no presence or inquisitiveness here when the disciples were called. There was simply an offer that was extended as we heard in verse 19, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people.” (2) Then, the disciples went and immediately followed, without hesitation, as we heard in verses 20 and 22. My friend and colleague Audrey West even makes a clearer point of this in her commentary as she manages to link this to you and I as well as she writes, “All that is asked of them at this point is simply that they follow: as they are, from where they are, being who they are. As is true for the followers of Jesus who come after them, the meaning of (all of our choices) will unfold only over time.” (7) 
Now, if I can sidebar a little bit here. I will say that what I happen to love is that many of the revised versions of the text have corrected such a glaring issue. My mother even brought this to my attention the other day as I was driving up to my retreat. She said how annoying or frustrating it was to hear Jesus tell these disciples that they would be fishing for men, as if the rest of society did not exist. Yes, men were the focus in the culture of the times back then, but the term men, just like many other terms in the Bible has several different meanings. As my good ole friend, and our former church member WAYNE INGLING often said, some terms are synonymous, but we have to seek that out and realize it. So, that term men actually means people here, but of course it really has never been heard or felt in that manner by the entire Church. Now all of creation is ensured and has been made aware of what and who Jesus was instructing the disciples to fish for. With this we are again reminded that God’s call, Jesus’ invitation, the Spirit’s movement, was so that all would first just come, then repent, come to faith and believe, and then also go out and invite others to do the same thing. What a calling and what an extension of an invitation indeed!
Alright, we are on to our final point here as we wrap things up. Verse 23 is not just there as some kind of awkward addition, it is there for a distinct reason! Jesus begins this public ministry I spoke of earlier by being out there in the world with everyone. Jesus is teaching, proclaiming the good news, and healing and caring for the people. The Law is no longer binding or convicting us, it is no longer a diagnosis that we have been given. Jesus, God in the flesh, is out there freeing all of humanity by extending forgiveness, love, and truth as Jesus is indeed the medicine. The Spirit continues the very work of God and Jesus in and through each and every single one of us to this day. We are the hands and feet of a Triune God who has so intricately and wonderfully created us. We carry on the ministry in the world and go fish for others as we knowingly and lovingly invite them into the arms of Christ. We invite others to open their hearts to something and someone so amazing. We invite them into the healing and true presence of God! We have been commissioned, sent, and can pass along that very same invitation to all of creation just like the very first disciples received it and went about and did as well.
Amen.



Matthew 4:12-23
     Jesus begins his public ministry shortly after John the Baptist is imprisoned by 
     Herod. He proclaims the nearness of God’s reign and calls four fishermen to be 
     his first disciples.

     12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 
     13 He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory 
     of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet 
     Isaiah might be fulfilled:
      15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
       on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles—
      16 the people who sat in darkness
       have seen a great light,
      and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death
       light has dawned.”
     17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
     has come near.”

     18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called 
     Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishers. 
     19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people.” 
     20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21 As he went from there, he 
     saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat 
     with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately 
     they left the boat and their father and followed him.

     23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 
     proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every 
     sickness among the people.
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