January 17, 2021                    The First Church of West Bridgewater 

Prelude                                           Rosemary Valentine, Organist
Centering Music         “Surely the Presence”                 H No. 556
Welcome        
Call to Worship                                      Deacon Jenny Williams
L: God is calling. Do you not hear? You are being called by name, for a purpose.
P: God, you have searched us and know us. You discern our thoughts from far away.

L: Do not confuse the siren calls of the world for God’s call. Do not confuse the values of this world for God’s values. 

P: You know, O God, when we sit and when we stand. You know when we lie down and where we go.

L: Your words and your deeds are known to God. You were known to God before you were born. 
P: Your knowledge of us is more than we can understand. Your thoughts embrace us amid all you have created.

* Hymn                          “Coventry Carol”                    H No. 141
Lighting of the Christ Candle                   Deacon Jenny Williams
L: For long the Jewish people hoped for a Messiah and deliverer.

P: Deliver us from hate and fear. 

(The Christ candle is lit)
L: Fill us with gratitude and a desire for communion.

P: Teach us to do your will.

Time of Reconciliation
  Invitation             “Create in Me a Clean Heart”           H No. 414
Scripture                    Psalm 139:1-7, 23-24                  H No. 722
(Choir sings choral response . . .Leader reads odd verses. . . congregation reads even verses)
Prayer Requests        “Cares Chorus”

I cast all my cares upon you; I lay all my burdens 
down at your feet, and anytime that I don’t know
what to do; I will cast all my cares upon you.

Pastoral Prayer                                            Pastor Steve Finlan

Silent prayer…  Lord’s Prayer…“Eagle’s Wings” (chorus) H No. 385

And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of God’s hand. 

Scripture                      John 1:32–34             Deacon Jenny Williams 
32And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.”
Scripture            John 14:15–18, 26; 15:26           Pastor Steve Finlan
15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. 17This is the Spirit of Truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 18I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. . . 

26 “The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. . . 15:26 When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of Truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf.”
Sermon        “Baptizes with the Holy Spirit”       Pastor Steve Finlan
* Hymn     “Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove”                 H No. 225
* Benediction
                                               Pastor Steve Finlan
L: Jesus said, “Follow me,” so Philip followed. Jesus says to us, “Follow me!” Will we follow?
P: We do not always know where Jesus will lead. But we hear the call, and we intend to follow.
L: Philip found Nathaniel and led him to Jesus. There are many we know whom Jesus is seeking.
P: It is often difficult to share our faith with friends. But we hear the call, and we intend to invite them.
L: Jesus promised, “You will see greater things than I have shown you.” We are Christ’s messengers of revelation today.
P: Wonderful are the works of our God. Christ is our mentor, our Savior and friend.  Amen. 

* Congregational Response   “Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy
                                                                          Blessing”     H No. 579
* Postlude                                           Rosemary Valentine, Organist
On Sunday, January 10, we collected $3,391.00 towards meeting our weekly budget need of $1,451.00

________________________________________________________________

The Mission and Outreach Committee reminds you to please remember the W.B. Food Pantry. You may bring in your donation(s) on any Sunday.

Our Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 24th. Please be sure to pick up your copy of the Annual Report today before leaving church.
The KA Club will hold its next meeting on Tuesday, January 19th at 6:30 p.m.

”Thank you to all members and friends of First Church for their special Christmas wishes to me and my family during this Christmas season; for your thoughtful gifts and cards. To the Board of Deacons for their beautiful poinsettia plant. May the spirit and joy of Christmas remain in your heart all year, and may this New Year be filled with peace and good health.”  Love, Maria
________________________________________________________________________
Church Address:                                     29 Howard Street, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Mailing Address:                         P.O. Box 361, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Email Address:                                                                     firstchurchwb@juno.com
Church Website Address:                                                                    www.firstchurchwb.org
Church Office Telephone:                                                                                (508) 587-3118
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“We the members of The First Church of Wes( Bridgowater
united by the love of one another and guided by the teachings
of Jesus, hold it to be our purpose to maintain 4 welcoming
house for the worship of God: o feach and study the lessons of
our fith, o develop programs for those in need: and to
sponsor fellowship opportunities. Allthis we support in order
to build a mutuslly sustaining and caring community of faith.”




                                    Love and Prayers List
	Name
	Relative/Friend Of
	Reason

	All families and 
	friends grieving for 
	departed loved ones

	All people and
	families who are dealing
	with cancer

	Jan Adams
	Joyce’s step-mother
	Health and mood

	Jeff Argrew
	Barbara Waugh’s cousin
	Lung cancer

	Richard Boucher
	Bobby B’s father
	Lung cancer

	Todd Chmielinski
	Lori’s co-worker’s husband
	Autoimmune disease

	Winnie Christensen
	Whole congregation
	Pneumonia

	Lynn & Jim Gledhill
	Marion & Bob Leonard’s friends
	Jim – stroke

Lynn – support

	Sharon Hanson
	Jenny’s sister-in-law
	Endometrial cancer

	Pedro Henrique
	David Sillars’s friend
	Cancer

	Jack
	Elaine Bowyer
	Cancer

	Bruce Jensen’s family
	Pat’s husband, Victoria’s dad
	Bruce’s passing

	Mary Julius
	Daphne George’s friend
	Cancer

	Joe Kelley and family
	Members of First Church
	Passing of Cathy Kelley

	Addison King
	Maria’s Granddaughter
	Type 1 Juvenile Diabetes

	Greg Kundicz
	Mark Trojano
	Brain cancer

	Lance
	June & Ron Metcalf
	Cancer treatment

	Lucie Lovell
	Chuck’s wife
	Health concerns

	Manugian family
	Warren’s friend, Alice
	Passing of Alice

	Betty Martini
	Winnie’s cousin
	On death watch for her husband, Ralph

	Lois McCarthy
	Louise & Bob Chisholm’s friend
	Still receiving treatment at Dana Farber

	Wendy Merritt
	Relative of Trojano and Pratt families
	Rehabbing from brain tumor operation 

	Paul
	Elaine
	Health issues

	Sandy Rosa
	Sharon Ledin’s friend
	Acute Leukemia

	Jase Russell
	Tina & Tom Reed’s friend
	Recovering from Neuroblastoma

	Patricia Santilli
	Keith Crosby’s friend
	Recovering, and “thank you for your prayers”

	Charles Simpson
	Leslie Simpson’s brother
	Pancreatic cancer

	Kent Taylor
	Allison Hatch’s friend
	Cancer

	Warren & Betty Turner
	Our friends
	COVID and a fall (Warren)

	Ellie Warfist
	Sarah Warfist’s daughter
	cancer

	Debbie Wyman
	Friend of Maria
	COVID, breathing difficulty


Please put any updates in the offering plate. Thank you!

Name: __________________________________________________________________

Friend/Relative of: _________________________________________________________  

Reason __________________________________________________________________
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