
 

 

                                       

  

Edi tor 's Desk  

Dear  fr iends, 

                      W hat moves those of genius, what inspires 
their  work is not new ideas, but their  obsession with the 
idea that what has already been said is still not enough.

                                                                       - Eugene Delacroix 

Dedicat ing th is edi t ion to al l  those with th is zeal . 

H appy Independence Day !!! 

  

H appy Reading!! 

Regards, 

  

Bhavna Botta 

connectspecial .in  

Edi t ion 41 

August,2019 



 

 Gr oun d-br eak i n g AAC dev i ce l ook s to chan ge the face of  
com m un i cat i on  for  those w i th  speech or  m otor  
i m pai r m en ts 

Or i gi n al l y  featu r ed  i n  Access an d  In cl usi on  th r ough 
techn ol ogy
 h t tp :/ /at today.co.uk /gr oun d-br eak i n g-aac-dev i ce-l ook s-to-chan ge-the-

face-of -com m un i cat i on -for -those-w i th -speech-or -m otor -i m pai r m en ts/   

 

                                          NeuroNode Tr i logy, the latest system  from  
Austral ian-based com pany Control  Bion ics, is a 
ground-break ing AAC solut ion com bin ing three di fferent 
access m ethods to tr ansform  the l ives of those with paralysis 
and loss of speech. 

                       H elping cl ients with a wide range of condi t ions to 
com m unicate, including cerebral  palsy, m otor  neurone 
disease and spinal  cord in jur y, the NeuroNode Tr i logy 
com pr ises of touch control , eye control  and the wearable 
NeuroNode device. 

 

 

picture shows communication system on a 
tripod stand  

 

 

            The NeuroNode is a sm al l  
and l ightweight 
electrom yography (EM G) 
device that can connect to any 
par t of the body. EM G m easures 
electr ical  act ivi ty associated 
with the act ivat ion of a m uscle 
group.  

                    Using EM G, the NeuroNode is placed on the sk in  
over  the m uscle chosen to be the switch. W hen an individual  
attem pts to m ove that m uscle, the NeuroNode detects 

http://attoday.co.uk/ground-breaking-aac-device-looks-to-change-the-face-of-communication-for-those-with-speech-or-motor-impairments/
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their  EM G signals, even i f there is no visible m uscle 
m ovem ent, and uses these signals to al low the person to 
control  the Neuronode Tr i logy System . 

          Rob W ong, CEO of Control  Bion ics, explained to AT Today: 
?The key point of th is device is that i t  works for  people with 
extrem ely low abi l i ty to m ove. 

         ?W hen you send a signal  to the AAC device via a sm al l  
m ovem ent or  pulse, th ink  of i t  as a m ouse cl ick . W e com bine 
th is m ovem ent wi th Eyegaze Technology, which is the 
control l ing of an AAC device through eye m ovem ent. Cl ients 
can look  at di fferent buttons on a screen using their  eyes and 
they then m ake a pulse or  m ovem ent to select the desir ed 
opt ion. 

             ?W ith norm al  Eyegaze Technology, there?s a t im er. 
Every t im e you pause on som ething, i t  says with in  hal f a 
second or  a second, i f  you hold your  gaze onto that, i t  wi l l  be 
selected. 

?H owever , wi th our  technology, noth ing happens unless 
there?s m ovem ent or  pulse, which al lows the individual  to 
plan what they want and th ink  about i t . ?Som eone can 
com pletely navigate around the NeuroNode Tr i logy and not 
get the eye str ain  that is norm al ly associated with eye control  
technology. The problem  with eye control  by i tsel f is that  

your  eyes are work ing al l  the t im e. 

  W hereas with our  technology,   the person can look  away or  



 

 

just close their  eyes and rest. They don?t have to do anyth ing.? 

The clever  AAC device is also easy for  carers to set up and 
operate; is quick  and sim ple for  users to learn and control ; is 
ent i r ely independent of body posi t ion and l ight posi t ion; does 
not cause as m uch eye str ain  for  users; is less t i r ing for  users 
and has adjustable sensi t ivi ty. 

Im por tant ly, the NeuroNode Tr i logy has a un ique abi l i ty of 
changing the access m ethod alongside the user?s needs, 
m ak ing i t  an ideal  opt ion for  cl ients with degenerat ive 
condit ions 

 

 

Once set up, the innovative AAC 
technology provides users with a diverse 
range of possibi l i t ies, including: 

 

- Com m unicat ing with fam i ly, fr iends, 
caregivers and cl in icians 

- Sending and receiving text and em ai l  
m essages 

- Browsing the web, watching videos 
and m ovies 

- Listen ing to m usic, r adio, and 
podcasts 

- Reading the news 
- Using environm ental  control  

system s 
- Explor ing the wor ld using assist ive 

technology and telepresence robots 
- Control l ing external  devices  
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               Rob added: ?W e th ink  i t?s diverse in  term s of the 
people we?ve been able to help. I f  a cl ient has no physical  
m ovem ent in  their  arm s or  legs, we can pop the Neuronode 
on their  head to pick  up a sm al l  signal . I f  you can have th is 
level  of f lexibi l i ty and convenience, wouldn?t you want i t?? 

                H e discussed a case of where he was asked to assess a 
25-year -old wom an with cerebral  palsy, who was said to have 
no voluntar y m ovem ent, to see whether  she would be able to 
use the NeuroNode Tr i logy. 

          ?This 25-year -old wom an had not had an AAC device for  
20 years and her  r ecord showed that she had no voluntar y 
m ovem ent,? Rob said. ?W ith cerebral  palsy, a lot of the 
act ivi ty is dr iven by a fr ustrat ion that you have th is body 
that?s out of control  and the m om ent you tr y to 
com m unicate som ething, everyth ing goes off in  your  body.  

             ?W ith our  device, we said to her  ?I  want you to r elax 
and I  want you to tr y and m ake a signal?. I  had her  playing a 
sm al l  pi r ate ship gam e, where you had to f i r e a cannon bal l  
and h i t  a target, wi th in  5 m inutes. 

                          Al though the NeuroNode Tr i logy is not cur rent ly 
avai lable in  the UK, Control  Bion ics is also work ing on 
gett ing the NeuroNode device to control  a wheelchair. The 
prototype is in  the research and developm ent stage, but 
hopes to give people with r educed m obi l i ty greater  
independence and dign i ty, so that they do not have to r ely on 
som ebody else to get around. 



 

 

  

A new in i t iat ive -AARAM BH  

  

Tel l  us abou t  th i s i n i t i at i ve 

AARAM BH  is a registered Trust com m itted to work ing with 
persons diagnosed with aut ism  and/or  other  com m unicat ion 
disorders.  

w hat  i s the focus of  you r  or gan i zat i on   

The focus of the Trust?s f lagship program  SH ILP (Sk i l l  
enhancem ent in  Li fe Pursui ts) is to tr ain  young adul ts 
according to their  in terest and potent ial ; wi th a speci f ic focus 
on independent l iving sk i l ls.  

Laudabl e ef for t  ,H ow  do you  i n ten d  to ach i eve  

W e ensure there are di fferent learn ing oppor tun i t ies so that 
we understand the in terest and innate sk i l ls. This 
subsequently gives the cur rent level  that gives the lead on 
how to take the tr ain ing forward.  

W hat  do you  th i n k  the advan tage of  th i s w ou l d  be  

This wi l l  give us enough m atter  for  creat ing custom ized 
tr ain ing m odule and in i t iate ?l ive? work ing locat ions over  a 
per iod of t im e. 

Gr eat  ,so w her e ar e you  p l aced  n ow   

 Based in  W hitefield, Bangalore, we bel ieve that every 
individual  can be tr ained fr om  a young age in  di fferent sk i l ls. 
The long term  plan involves f inding a sustainable ?work  and 
l ive? dream . 
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So do you  bel i eve an d  w or k  tow ar ds i n cl usi on  at  youn ger  
age 

The Trust has var ious other  program s such as special  
education sessions for  school-going chi ldren. The individual  
and group sessions for  chi ldren around 2yrs and above 
focuses on im proving social , com m unicat ion and learn ing 
sk i l ls. we can be contacted at www.aaram bhfor inclusion.org  

W on der fu l  i n n i t i at i ve ,than k  you  An i ta Bhagw at  ,Foun der  
an d  M an gi n g Di r ector  an d  An i ta Bhask ar an ,Foun der  an d  
Tr ustee for  shar i n g you r  thoughts

   

 

 

pictures show chi ldren at the centre par t icipat ing

 in  cook ing act ivi t ies 

http://www.aarambhforinclusion.org


 

 

W atch ou t  -M ar k  you r  Cal en dar  -In cl usi on  w al k athon   

India Inclusion Foundation invi tes you to the Inclusive 

W alkathon. An oppor tun i ty for  al l  to m ake India inclusive by 

stepping in to each other 's shoes and walk ing together.   I t 's 

India?s f i r st  walkathon designed for  everyone i r r espect ive of 

their  disabi l i ty, age, sexual  or ientat ion, econom ical  

background, gender  etc to par t icipate in  the walk  (3 KM ) along 

with your  fr iends/ fam i ly.No REGISTRATION CH ARGES

 Register  using below l ink :

 https:/ / indiainclusionsum m it.com / inclusion-walkathon-

2019-registr at ion/

 Date: 25th August 2019 (Sunday)

 Tim e: 06:30 AM  - 09:30 AM

 Venue: Olcott  M em or ial  School , Besant Nagar.

 Distance: 3 KM

 

 

 
To subscr ibe wr i te to -

botta.bhavna@gm ail .com

To share- 

connectspecial .in

https://indiainclusionsummit.com/inclusion-walkathon-2019-registration/
https://indiainclusionsummit.com/inclusion-walkathon-2019-registration/

