 In the Name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ and may our Lord and Savior sanctify you in the truth, for His word is truth. Amen

Second Sunday after Pentecost (2019)
Proclaim What God has Done for You

        

   
        Rev. Toby Byrd

“The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done for him.” (Luke 8:38–39, ESV) 

 The story of our Lord healing the demon-possessed man in the Gerasenes is recorded in each of the synoptic Gospels. St. Luke tells us that a thousand demons had infested a man with one intent, to tear him to pieces, and so they did, mentally and emotionally. The citizens of the local community saw only a crazy man, one they thought was dangerous. He went about without clothes and preferred to live in the tombs. Day and night, he would wander about the tombs, crying and yelling and cutting himself with stones. The local citizens feared this man and when they could, they would catch him and bind him in chains. But the demons gave him extraordinary strength and he would simply break his shackles and run back to the tombs. No one was able to subdue him.
But, one day, Jesus had an encounter with this man that had a profound and everlasting effect on him. In this encounter Jesus preformed an exorcism. Casting out the demons that had for so long tormented this man and gave him back his life, free from the devils that plagued him.
Wow! What an encounter. What a beautiful story of how God through His Son loved this battered man. But there is more to the story than simply the exorcism of demons. The man who was rescued becomes a witness to others, telling them of this wonderful act of God’s great love that rescued him from the jaws of hell. This is how the love of God works, it creates a chain of events: We are rescued by God’s love; we then go and tell others of how God’s love through His Son has worked in our lives, that Jesus rescued us from sin, death, and the devil, and through our witness of the glorious work of Christ in our lives, others are brought to Christ by the Holy Spirit that they too, may be rescued from sin, death, and the devil. In fact, when you become a recipient of God’s love through His Son, our Lord Jesus tells you to go and Proclaim What God has done for You.
Some though, who hear this story discount it. They think the word “demon” is nothing more than Biblical shorthand for all sorts of worldly troubles. Troubles such as getting old, losing our money, our jobs, or our loved ones. Furthermore, they believe that trouble kind of begets trouble. That is, when you get over one trouble you take on a new one. Many also put the word “demon” into the context of cause and effect. That is, our “demons” are manmade.

Others think “demons” were aberrations only during the life of Christ. We don’t really have them anymore. So, our problems can’t be as bad as those of this Gentile from the Gerasenes. But this is a dangerous position to hold. Those same forces of evil that made life miserable for this man, are alive and well today, having just as much fun making our lives miserable. So, this begs the question, “Are we ready to admit that such danger lurks in our lives.
It must be noted that it was Christ who came to this man, not the man to Him. Because our Lord knows all things, He knew this man needed His help. In order to have an encounter with this demon-possessed man, Jesus has His disciples sail across the Sea of Galilee to the Gerasenes. Stepping ashore, He is met by the man and the demons who possessed him cry out, begging Jesus to leave them alone. They said, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me.” (Luke 8:28, ESV) The demons knew that when Jesus came, He came doing the work of God, His mighty work of salvation. These demons are afraid of the Son of the Most High God; fearing for their very existence. They knew salvation and healing come through the word of Jesus. His Word creates faith and casts out demons. This is what He did for the demon-possessed man. But more than rescue this man from demonic possession, He makes him a disciple of His. Even more extraordinary, this new disciple, this man once possessed by unclean spirits, was an unclean Gentile, one outside of Israel, outside of the Temple.
Truth is, we’re no different from this Gentile, demon-possessed man. Just like him there was a time when we were, “separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.” (Ephesians 2:12, ESV) At that time we gladly roamed the tombs of the worldly, being torn asunder by the forces who oppose God and our Savior. Unmindful of our condition, we happily mutilated ourselves with the pleasures of the world. Moreover, there were no man-made chains that held us to this corrosive form of life. No, rather than the chains of men, our bonds were the bonds of our flesh, the world, and Satan and we were so thoroughly possessed that we never gave escape a thought. We were like every Gentile worshipper, doomed to death, caught in the futility of a pagan world, a world that worships demons. But then, like the demon-possessed man, Jesus came to us. We had an encounter with Jesus and our lives were forever changed!
Almighty God can overcome any obstacle to create a hearer and doer of the Word. Look at the change that took place in the life of the man from the Gerasenes through a conversation with Jesus. Before the conversation he was a mad man roaming tombs, but now he sits peacefully, fully clothed, at the feet of Jesus. St. Luke tells us, “The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” (vv. 38-39)

“Declare how much God has done for you!” What a startling affirmation, Jesus is God. This is precisely what Jesus told the man. What God does and what Jesus does are one and the same thing. God acts through Jesus; Jesus is the presence of God. This is why the healed man desires to remain at the feet of Jesus, he wants to be with God. But when the people saw him, peaceful and dressed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, they feared. Ironically it is this very knowledge that Christ can change people’s lives that frightens people, causing them to reject Christ. It’s not what they hear (the Word of Christ), it’s what they see (the miraculous change) that produces fear and rejection. The presence of Jesus, who is identified by the demons as the, “Son of the Most High God?” (Luke 8:28, ESV) is met with faith by some and rejection by others.

The new-born, healed man now knows who Jesus is. God’s grace, which brought about the release of the demons, and the gift of faith, have opened the eyes of his heart to see Jesus and to believe that He is the Son of God who came to save mankind from their sin. Thus, when Jesus tells him, “Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” He, “went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done for him.” (v. 39) 

This encounter between Jesus and the demon-possessed Gentile is recorded for our benefit. Not just to show us how God saves through Jesus, but to show us how He desires, when we have had a saving encounter with Him, for us to go and tell others of the salvation we possess because of God’s love for us through His Son.

Listening to the story of the demon-possessed man, we cannot help but ponder our handicaps and shortcomings. Such thinking leads us to ask, “Do I need rescuing, if so, can I rescue myself?” This question begins a chain of events in us. Sooner or later we must admit to ourselves and other people that we need help. Even the great believer St. Paul cried out, “Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?” (Romans 7:24, ESV) Who indeed! We go on serenely for a year or two, and then the roof falls in ─misfortune, faithlessness, irresponsibility, weakness, shame, or hopelessness. It is at this time; we are in perfect shape for God to make a difference in our lives.
The difference is God loves. We heard in the Introit this morning, the Psalmist say, “You who have made me see many troubles and calamities will revive me again.” We also recall the words of the Psalmist, who wrote, “If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared.” (Psalm 130:3–4, ESV) God’s love equals forgiveness. Out of His love for us through Christ, God comes to we who don’t deserve it. His love overcomes our weakness, yet we have no claim on His love because we have strayed so badly from Him and His purpose for us. But God loves. St. Paul tells us, “For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.” (Romans 5:6, ESV) Yes, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16, ESV)
Our Lord Jesus came to rescue demon-possessed people like you and me and He accomplished His goal on the Altar of the Cross. There He affirmed, “It is finished.” (John 19:30, ESV) I have won the victory over sin, death, and the devil. By shedding my blood, I have redeemed all men from their sin. Depart demons, the Son of the Mosh High God has come to rescue His people from your oppression.
You have been rescued, released from the chains of Satan, now, like the once demon-possessed man, Jesus tells you to go and Proclaim What God has Done for You. As you go about your daily lives and encounter those people who are enslaved to sin, to demons, tell them that God desires to rescue them by pouring out His grace and mercy on them through His Son, Jesus Christ. You are a fully catechized Third Article Christian who knows you are unable to believe in Christ or come to Him unless the Holy Spirit calls you by the Gospel. Today, the Holy Spirit is making you a conduit of the Gospel, telling you to go and proclaim to others what Christ has done for you. Think of those who are still burdened by their sin, burdened by Satan’s constant accusations, your family members, neighbors, and friends, they are without hope living in a pagan world where the Good News of the Gospel of salvation is seldom heard, Jesus calls upon you to be the instrument by which He may come to them.
So, do not stay here this morning, sitting at the feet of Jesus, get up, leave here and go and do what our Lord instructs you to do, “Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” (v. 39) Proclaim to others What our loving God has Done for You through Jesus Christ our Lord. In the name of Jesus. Amen.
May the Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
