December 2021

Soroptimist International of Grosse Pointe

The Pointer
Presidents’ Message

Oh, What Fun …
Get ready to celebrate together,
in person at our long-awaited
Holiday Dinner!
The one thing we all learned over the past year-and-a-half is that change happens whether we like it or not.
We can resist change by focusing on what we have to give up or we can embrace it and grow!

At this time last year we were very discouraged to realize it would be the first year as Soroptimists that we
wouldn’t be gathering together to celebrate friendship, goodwill and holiday festivities. But once we learned
to adapt to the changing circumstances around us, we saw great possibilities in creating a fun and meaningful
gathering on Zoom.
We hoped to celebrate 65 years as Soroptimist International Grosse Pointe in October but had to nix plans as
the pandemic continued. So here we are again, planning a holiday and anniversary celebration surrounded by
uncertainty and doubt, but only for a moment. For we have decided to embrace uncertainty and forge ahead
with a plan to gather together at Assumption to reflect on 65 amazing years as a club and have a joyous holiday event! Granted, it will be with precautions in order to maintain a safe environment for all, which means a
vaccination requirement, masks, social distancing, and a limited number of guests. Will it be perfect? Probably
not, but it will be different. Because that is what change is all about.
We hope to welcome the new year with the same open mind and accept what happens next with gratitude
that it will make us stronger as a club. So, as we celebrate together and ring in a new year (66th for our club),
let’s keep the words of Socrates in our minds: “The secret of change is to focus all of your energy, not on
fighting the old, but building on the new.”
— Ellen Chapin and Marya Rosenthal, SIGP Co-presidents
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Ellen Chapin and
Marya Malkovich Rosenthal
Co-Presidents
Karrie Blankenship
President Elect
Laura McCourt
Vice President
Membership

Aleksa Andjelkovic
Past President

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF
GROSSE POINTE & GREATER MACOMB
2021 Virtual 5K Event Proceeds Benefiting:
THE JOSEPH PROJECT
On Monday, November 15, members of the Human Trafficking Virtual
5K Event Committee met at Seasons 52 restaurant in Troy to present a
check to The Joseph Project for $10,500.
Laurie Jost and I, along with Mona Clugh, Bev Todd, and Jackie Wajer
from SI of Greater Macomb presented the check to Kristi Kirschmann,
COO, and Nate Knapper, Founder of The Joseph Project.
Upon receiving the donation, Nate and Kristi were excited and gracious.
Click here for a short video of Nate’s acceptance speech.

Mary Ellen Burke
Treasurer

Bette Lepouttre
Assistant Treasurer
Fundraising
Maureen Anthony
Secretary
Diana Langlois
Assistant Secretary
Public Awareness

Pictured: Jackie Wajer, Mona Clugh, Laurie Jost, Karrie Blankenship, Bev
Todd, Kristi Kirschmann and Nate Knapper.

WATCH THIS!

Carolyn Barth
Director
Grant Coordinator

Madeline Colavito
Director

Insights on Human Trafficking — A documentary produced by our
own Soroptimist members Laurie Jost and Karrie Blankenship with
support from SIGP and SI Greater Macomb clubs!
Please share with family and friends.

Nancy Solak
Director

It is a great 28-minute video on Human Trafficking awareness,
what is being done and what needs to be done to stop this crime
and help the victims.
Insights on Human Trafficking 2021
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Positive Images Holiday Service Projects
Shopping for the Children
Please deliver all gifts for the children to Maureen Anthony’s home: 524 Thorn Tree Road,
Grosse Pointe Woods, between now and December 5. Thank you to members who have
already shopped or donated money for shopping! Your continued generosity makes this a worthwhile
service project as we assist the women in giving presents to their children!

Delivery of Gifts and Baskets

Gifts and baskets will be delivered to Positive Images at the Coplin Residence Friday morning,
December 10. If you would like to load up your car to deliver, text or call Diana at 313-690-1515.
If you have never been to the Positive Images residential facility, this would be a good chance for you to see it!
Do consider helping with the transport—it will only take about an hour or so for pick up and delivery.
In case you haven't shopped yet, let's review the guidelines for shopping:

 Buy a pant and top set, or pant and sweater/fleece, value of around $25
 Remove all sales tags and place in a gift BAG with some tissue paper.
 Label the outside of the gift BAG with the mother’s name, child’s name, age, size of outfit.
AND
 Buy something that is not clothing and is appropriate for the age of the child, around $25.
 Remove sales tags and place in a gift BAG.
 Label the outside of the gift BAG with the mother’s name, child’s name, age.

Gift Baskets for the Clients
Fifty gift baskets for the women of Positive Images were assembled at Bette Lepouttre's home on November
30. Each basket contained a holiday mug, cookies, nail polish, nail file, holiday towel, scarf, gloves, calendar,
ornaments, and a potpourri of items (that we tried to theme) were added! Once the baskets were wrapped in
a cellophane bag and tied with a pretty bow, they bloomed into inviting and festive gifts!
Many thanks to all members who donated items for the baskets and
who helped assemble. A big THANK YOU to Bette for offering her
basement to store and assemble the 50 baskets plus all the items
that went in the baskets! It's a big task and a TEAM effort!

SIGP members assembling the gift baskets for Positive Images on
November 30. Pictured (l-r) are: Ellen Chapin, Roseanne Horne, Marya
Rosenthal, Anita Sandercott, and Diana Langlois. Not pictured: Maureen
Anthony and Bette Lepouttre. A big THANK YOU to Bette for offering her
house to store the goodies and to assembly them!
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Soroptimist Grosse Pointe presents …
FOR THE LOVE OF WINE RAFFLE!
1st Prize: Value $200
Roberts & Rogers
Muga Rioja
Purple Star Cabernet Sauvignon
Merry Edwards Sauvignon Blanc
Jean-Paul & Benoit Droin Chablis
The Creamery Chardonnay
2nd Prize: Italian wines Value $200
Bertani Amorone
Sassollaro Tuscan Bondi Santi
Vietti Barolo
Capeto 2020
Capsico Pinot Grigio
Vietti Roerno Arneis
3rd Prize: Value $155
Domaine Matrot Meaursault
Louis Jadot Poully-Fuisse
Flowers Pinot Noir
Arbalest Red Bordeaux
4th Prize: Value $152
Cristom Pinot Noir
Joseph Drouhin chorey-Les-Beaune
Frank Family Vineyards Chardonnay
Cloudy Bay Sauvignon Blanc
5th Prize: Value $118.33
Quilt Cabernet Sauvignon
Ridge Three Valleys Red Blend
Chateau Pegau CDR Blanc
Louis Latour Pouilly Fuisse
6th Prize: Value $100
Toxin Txokolina
Santa Marguerita Pinot Grigio
Elk Cove Vineyards Estate Pinot Noir
Stag's Leap Merlot

Tickets will be available for purchase at our
December 8, Holiday Dinner
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Updates on our club’s awards — the heart of SIGP
Live Your Dream Award Update – Bette Lepouttre
SIGP has received an abundance of applications! Sixteen in total! They are currently being judged by
an awesome team of four. We would love to be able to present more awards, so you can see the importance of raising funds via the For the Love of Wine Raffle (see p. 5)

Virginia Wagner Educational Award – Maddy Colavito & Judi Dara
As noted above, the 2022 Live Your Dream applications have been submitted and now we turn our
focus to the Virginia Wagner Educational Award (VWEA). We will award one grant of $3,000. Solicitation letters have been sent to:
 Colleges and universities in our area
 Organizations that support women’s economic empowerment through education
 Past applicants who have not won and may wish to re-apply, and to
 Previous winners who may know of others who would benefit from the award.
Please consider sharing the application information (we highly recommend that our members have
our newly revised and fantastic SIGP brochure available at all times!) with someone you know. The
award criteria is somewhat different from the LYD award as it is focused on women who are enrolled
in a bachelor, master or doctoral program. The application deadline is January 15.

Mentoring for Success – Maddy Colavito &
Diana Langlois
Fall semesters or terms are nearing an end and our mentees are
busier than ever as they complete assignments and study for finals.
Diana and I, as well as our current mentors, are amazed at the dedication of our mentees as some of us have experienced similar struggles. Keep our mentees in your thoughts or prayers as our mentors
continue to provide support and encouragement. We look forward
to the time when we can face each other without fear of this pandemic and hear personally from our mentors about their LYD and
Mentoring for Success experiences.

Above, SIGP Associate Tonesia Nesbitt, one of our 2021 Live Your Dream winners, was blessed with FIVE (5) turkey donations this year! She contacted SIGP President-Elect Karrie Blankenship to see if she knew where she could donate them.
Karrie called SIGP Public Awareness Chair Diana Langlois who called Maisha Kenyatta, CEO and Founder of Positive Images. Four of the turkeys and a pumpkin pie were donated to Positive Images clients! It is always a wonderful feeling to
help others! THANK YOU Tonesia, for reaching out through Soroptimist!
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Limited Supply of SIGP Jackets $40
Here’s what’s left
7 jackets without the Soroptimist insignia.
Three Ladies XL, Two ladies 2XL, one 2XL force (adult) and one 3XL
force (adult)

Jackets with Soroptimist insignia:
In white thread: One small, one XL, one 2XL, one 2XL force (adult)
and one 3XL force (adult)
In blue thread: one XL, one 2XL, one XL force (adult), one 2XL force
(adult) and one 3XL force (adult).
Claim yours now by contacting SIGP member Roseanne Horne by
text (313-706-1801) or by email: rosewa33@aol.com

“This is my go-to jacke,” says one of our members. “When the temps are a little cool, this
zippered jacket is the one I always reach for.
Plus it goes down to my hips, has pockets, and
a hood in case of a sudden rain shower or gust
of wind. I’m thinking of getting a second one in
case I lose this one...rumor has it that different
spirit wear is in the works and these beauties
will be history.”

All proceeds go directly to our club. Make checks payable to SIGP.
Cash, check or credit card (plus a small fee for using a credit card).
Free local delivery; $10 extra for shipping.

This is a great gift for someone on your holiday list OR
a treat for yourself!
Soroptimist Grosse Pointe Board Meeting,
Wednesday, December 1, 6:30 p.m. on Zoom
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Shop with Amazon and support SIGP!
AmazonSmile will give 0.5% of eligible purchases back to our organization. Use the link below when
doing your holiday shopping or go to smile.amazon.com and search for
Soroptimist International of Grosse Pointe.
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/38-6099835
Supporting SIGP has never been easier!

One-and-Done Opportunity December 3 (READ NOW!)
Hygiene products are being collected for the Esperanza Women's shelter in Sayulita, Mexico. Please
contact Laura McCourt for drop-off or pick-up arrangements until December 3.

At left: The staff of the Head Start programs
for Harper Woods and Grosse Pointe were
thrilled to receive the books SIGP members
donated for our final 2021 "100's Project."
Left to right are SIGP Co-President Ellen
Chapin, Wanda Oputa, Lisa Labdelaouli, SIGP
member Toni Evans, and SIGP Vice President
Laura McCourt, with the 150+ books our club
donated.
Coming in January, a Zoom-based reading
program for the Head Start students.
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Good news all around for “our” Ghana Girls!
SIGP member Carol Hofer entered “SIGP-Ghana” into a charity raffle and received a card from the charity (Tarahumara
Indian Children's Hospital fund) thinking they were asking for another donation. Instead, “SIGP-Ghana” won third prize in
the raffle—a check for $1,000 that went directly into our club’s Ghana Fund!
Also, at the very last second of this newsletter’s deadline, Carol received essays from three of the girls who attend St.
Anne’s in Ghana. We’re happy to publish them because they illustrate the true meaning of Christmas.

How to Celebrate Christmas (lightly edited)
by Alfredina Beno
I am told we will have a Carols Night celebration in the school before going on vacation.
That day I would like to be Father Christmas.
I would put flowers, soap, and rice in my bag as gifts for the people. I know it will be fun.

At home, I will also clean our house for my brothers and I. I will get some leaves and use them as flowers. On the 24 th, I
will go with my brothers to church for the mass in the night. On the 25 th, which is Christmas Day, I will cook rice and stew,
and my brothers and I will eat after the mass. In the evening I will also follow my brothers to greet friends and family
members. Singing and dancing is part of our celebration—would you like to join me please!

by Hanifatu Gnani
We celebrate Christmas in the school, that is on the eve of our vacation, when we clean up the place for the Carols Night.
The celebration has many roles in it. I choose to be Mother Mary and I dress up like her and be conceived by the Holy
Spirit and give birth to Emmanuel which means Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Then we sing and dance together for the newborn king. On 23rd of December we depart to our various homes. I belong
to a Muslim family but the little knowledge I had about Christmas I used wisely by decorating the whole house with
flowers, leaves and papers which I cut in different shapes on the 24th of December. On the 25th of December, I will follow
my friends to church which I know will be full of happiness. I will be very happy if you could join me in New Year’s
Celebration.

by Prudence Bigra
We celebrate Christmas in the school on the eve of our vacation. We always clean up and do the arrangement of the place
for the Carols Night Celebration where there are many roles and I always choose to be the good shepherd and always
dress like the shepherd. Then we sing, dance together and enjoy the Carols Night before going home.
At home I start with my cleaning exercise the 24th December, and we will go for the night mass celebration. After that, the
next day, that is 25th December, I always decorate the house with flowers and disco lights around the whole house and
then dress and go for the mass celebration. After that I shall
follow my friends to their houses and greet their
parents and families.
SIGP wishes all the students and
I will like you to join in the New Year Celebration at home
teachers at St. Anne’s a happy
and shout with me!
and healthy New Year!
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Our club’s updated brochure
Please feel free to make black & white or color copies of SIGP’s newly updated brochure
with the PDFs listed on the next page. This is what the brochure looks like after Public
Awareness Chair Diana Langlois, President-Elect Karrie Blankenship and Newsletter
Editor Nancy Solak retooled it. It is one piece of copy paper, 8-1/2 x 11, two-sided, and
folded in half.

See flip side of brochure on next page.
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Page 2 of updated brochure with PDFs

If you want to print your own SIGP brochure, print one side, flip the printed copy over
and print the second side. You can use either black & white or color. Sorry, can’t tell you
which way to turn the paper; it varies depending on your printer. — Nancy Solak

Page 1: 11.29.2021 brochure p. 1.pdf
Page 2: 11.29.2021 brochure p. 2.pdf
If you’re able to attend the Holiday Dinner, you will get one in color then.
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SIGP member Katherine Baetz shines in the spotlight!
There is something special about seeing a
familiar face performing on a stage. Bunny
Perry, aka SIGP member Katherine Baetz,
was the adorable ditzy daughter of a
VERY dysfunctional family. "A Little Murder
Never Hurt Anyone" was both funny and,
dare I say gruesome, and the cast obviously
enjoyed their time together during the performance. As Katherine said, "When the
curtain rises, the actor enters a different
world." SIGP Co-presidents Marya, Ellen,
and I agreed that it was fun visiting that
world.
If you have never visited the Players Playhouse, it is a genuine Detroit treasure.
The building is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Combine an important destination with an enjoyable evening of theatre and you are sure to leave
smiling. — Laura McCourt, Vice President
Katy Baetz (Katherine’s daughter), Laura McCourt, Marya Rosenthal,
Katherine Baetz, and Ellen Chapin.
Soroptimist International of the Americas, Inc., a global volunteer organization that
provides women and girls with access to the education and training they need to
achieve economic empowerment, welcomes Michelle J. Burnett (at right), of
Wyncote, PA., as its new Executive Director/CEO. She replaces Soroptimist’s long-

time Executive Director/CEO, Elizabeth M. Lucas of Lake Bluff, IL, who resigned in
August 2021. Burnett is the first woman of color to hold this position at Soroptimist.

Helen Clarren, December 4
Carol Hofer, December 11
Peggy Hickey, December 12

Nancy Solak, December 17

zahra-tavakoli-fard-FYdTN14FuVM-unsplash

Happy December Birthday to …
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Grosse Pointe

Use this form to nominate a woman who works or volunteers for a nonprofit organization
who is not a Soroptimist. The Award goes to the organization she represents. Deadline is
in February. If you have questions, call SIGP member Maureen Anthony.
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District III Emails
Interim Governor – Christine Fowler Shearer
(fowlerartistic@gmail.com)
Secretary - Sheila Zingler-Gilbert - (sheilasifdl@gmail.com)
Treasurer - Audrey Jarvey - (audreyjarv@charter.net)
District III Director - Kellie Klingel (ktklingel@yahoo.com)
Secretary - Patricia Cavell (bsktpac@comcast.net)

Soroptimist Websites
Soroptimist International Midwestern Region - (simwr.org)
Soroptimist International of the Americas (soroptimist.org)
Soroptimist International (soroptimistinternational.org)
Soroptimist International of the Americas (soroptimist.org/about-us/contact-us/index.html)
For upcoming SIGP events and information, click the link
https://www.grossepointesoroptimist.org/

Soroptimist Pledge
I pledge allegiance to Soroptimist and to
the ideals for which it stands:
The sincerity of friendship,
The joy of achievement
The dignity of service,
The integrity of profession,
and the love of country.
I will put forth my greatest effort to
promote, uphold and defend these ideals,
for a larger fellowship in home, in society,
in business, for country and for God.

The Who’s Who of
SIGP’s PUBLIC AWARENESS COMMITTEES
Submit photos, club information, news, upcoming events and dates to this e-mail so the information can
be accessed by all public awareness chairs: socialmediasigp@gmail.com
WEBSITE:

grossepointesoroptimist.net ……………………….…… Karrie Blankenship
or https://www.grossepointesoroptimist.net/calendar of events.html for calendar

INSTAGRAM:
E-MAIL:

soroptimistgp ………………………………………………….. Anne Schwartz
grossepointesoroptimist@gmail.com ……….……… Anne Schwartz

SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS:
FACEBOOK and facebook.com/soroptimistgrossepointe ………….. Anne Schwartz
NEWSLETTER:

THE POINTER is on the website and
is emailed to members ………………………..…………... Nancy Solak

MEDIA:

Newspaper articles, radio PSAs, etc. ………………...Diana Langlois

Remember to use AMAZON SMILE. Each dollar you spend on amazon.com gives .05% to SIGP
smile.amazon.com
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SIGP Member Ads
A SIGP Member Has a Special Deal for You!
Due to the virus and surgery on my hand, I have been off of work many weeks off and on. Now I am
back and ready to help you with YOUR aches and pains. I am an independent massage therapist. Independent means no staff, no major company to hire me. I am on my own. So you'll know that
you get all my time. No time taken off for you to get on and off the table like the chain companies do.
I have 20 years’ experience with knowledge of many modalities. I blend many options within your
time with me.
My office is in a private, quiet location above WOW Gym (Women's Only Workout), 22601 Greater
Mack Ave, SCS. It’s across from Tropical Smoothie Cafe, corner of Elizabeth, opposite corner of SCS
CVS. My special for any Soroptimist member is 70 minutes for $60; 90 minutes for $90.
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE — Call today, don't delay!
Sincerely, Rosanne Morrow at 313-205-7117

Don’t forget to support our
member-owned businesses.

SIGP members are welcome to place ads here at no cost.

To place an ad, contact The Pointer editor, Nancy Solak, at
solaksinitaly@yahoo.com
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