
From the Principal, Mark Anderson…
Welcome to the 2024-2025 school year!  I know that this year will be especially good for the
students at Highland Lakes.  The beginning of the school year is always an exciting time.
Kindergarten students and their parents are anxious about the new adventure that they are
about to begin, and returning students are wondering about what changes the new school
year will bring for them.  Teachers are planning exciting lessons for their students and are
looking forward to helping your child succeed.  We are working very hard to make certain
that our students are developing strong academic, social, and emotional skills.  

There is a new energy this year that seems to be contagious.  Along with the new energy, we
have also added the following staff members to the Highland Lakes School family:

Stacy Thomson - Secretary
Sharon Sawyer - First Grade

Lorin Herrington - Second Grade
Karen Lock - 2nd Grade

Amy Boven - 7/8th Grade Counselor
Jeremy Cross - Adaptive PE

Kim Downey - Itin. Gifted Specialist
Corrine Guest - Middle School Math

Kim Howey - Reading Specialist
Cassie Payton - Cafeteria Manager 

Each individual brings their own energy and expertise to our campus and I truly believe they
are all excellent additions to our staff.   The new teachers in partnership with our returning
staff will continue to offer your children the high quality of academics you have grown to
expect from the HL’s educational community.   

Aug/Sept 2024
MAIN # 623.376.4300
ATTENDANCE # 623.376.4390

Mark Anderson, Principal
Danielle Ware, Assistant Principal
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https://www.gradphotonetwork.com/Schools/QPPlus/packages/configure/prompts/40186/27246737/94XMYVA4


PRE-ORDER Highland Lakes 6-8th Fall Pictures 2024

https://www.gradphotonetwork.com/Schools/QPPlus/packages/configure/prompts/40186/27246740/XJA4NLPA
https://www.gradphotonetwork.com/Schools/QPPlus/packages/configure/prompts/40186/27246740/XJA4NLPA


Congratulations to Lori Beasley on her retirement, Jessica
Koenig on starting maternity leave, and please welcome Stacy

Thomson to the front office team! 

Liz, Jessica, Stacy, and Amy are here to help our Highland
Lakes families throughout the school year...and Lori will stop
by to sub and visit on occasion. Thank you front office team!



Mrs. Wild’s Kinders showing off their Clifford Hats!

Green and
Yellow Day!



What would you say is every student’s favorite art medium?? If you
guessed CLAY, you are correct! 5th grade students are starting off the

school year with clay as the first project. Clay earthenware is for hand
building sculptural forms. It is heated in the kiln, changing into what
is called bisque. Next pieces are glazed and fired again. Look for your
5th graders project to come home in late September or early October. 



Highland Lakes' Renaissance Highly Gifted Academy teachers inspire the hearts
and minds of our students.  This evening, teachers welcomed families to their

Renaissance Parent Night.

Click to read the August 2024 DVUSD Gifted Newsletter

https://www.dvusd.org/Page/1648


Professional Learning Community Fridays  

K-3 teachers focus on DIBELS Progress Monitoring and Reading
Specialist updates during PLC Friday

During the 24-25 school year, teams of teachers, curriculum/professional development teacher
leaders, instructional coaches, and principals will meet most Fridays to answer the four critical
questions that drive Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) :

 1. What do we want students to know and be able to do?
 2. How will we know students have learned?
 2a. What instructional practices will produce our best results? 
 3. What do we do if students have not learned?
 4. What do we do when students have already shown mastery?

During this collaborative time, teams look at essential standards and create pathways to
effectively ensure students master the standards. Teams create assessments to monitor learning
and use the data to guide instruction and determine next steps, such as re-engagement, to help
when they have not mastered the learning, or extension when they have mastered the content.



https://highlandlakesspiritwear.company.site/


https://fevo-enterprise.com/event/highlandlakes2024










www.dvusd.org/hl-yearbook

Elementary Book $30
Middle School Book $40

Go to this Link to Order

http://www.dvusd.org/hl-yearbook


https://dvusd.org/election
https://elections.maricopa.gov/


https://www.dvusd.org/volunteering

https://www.dvusd.org/volunteering


September 25: Bear Buck Store  

 October 14-23: Book Fair 2024 

 October 17: Teacher & Staff Potluck 

Now that you know everything about
volunteering(see the page above if you skipped

it), click the links to sign up for some of our BEST
volunteer opportunites!

https://signup.com/go/SgjcDAR
https://signup.com/go/CCGvYMv
https://signup.com/go/CCGvYMv
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/921388316027/false#/invitation
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/921388316027/false#/invitation
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/921388316027/false#/invitation


http://www.frysfood.com/topic/new-community-rewards-program
http://facebook.com/hlsptso
http://instagram.com/hlsptso
http://highlandlakesptso.com/


http://highlandlakesptso.com/partners


Gym Event Admission
Adults $4
Family Pass (10 punches) $30
DVUSD Employees (with ID) Free 
DVUSD Students Free

Find Game Schedules at
 https://www.dvusd.org/domain/817

REGISTER MY ATHLETE
Before an athlete can participate in
any way they must have all
paperwork completed and on file. 

Go to
https://registermyathlete.com
website to submit all physicals
and other required paperwork
prior to athletic participation. 

There is a $60 participation fee
which is payable online only at 

https://azdeervalley.intouchreceipting.com

@HLSathletics 

FALL SPORTS

WINTER SPORTS
Volleyball

Boys and Girls 7th & 8th Grade
8th Grade Tryouts: Monday, November 4th

& Tuesday, November 5th
7th Grade Tryouts: Wednesday, November

6th & Thursday, November 7th
after school from 3:45-5:15ish.

Check in with Mr. Nelson in Gym Lobby

Wrestling
Boys & Girls, 7th & 8th Grade

No Tryout Necessary.
Practice starts Monday, October 21st after

school from 3:45-5:15ish
in the wrestling room attached to the gym

Spiritline (Cheer)
Tryouts TBD

SPRING SPORTS
Basketball

Boys and Girls, 7th & 8th Grade
8th Grade Tryouts: Tuesday, February

18th & Wednesday, February 19th
7th Grade Tryouts: Thursday, February

20th & Monday, February 24th
after school from 3:45-5:15ish.

Check in with Mr. Nelson in Gym Lobby

SPRING SPORTS CONTINUED 
Track & Field

No Tryout Necessary.
Practice starts Monday, February 18th

after school 3:45-5:15ish.

Follow Us At

Cross Country
Boys & Girls, 5th &-8th Grade

No Tryout Necessary. Just come run!
Practice starts Tuesday, October 1st after

school 3:45-5:00ish.
Check in with Mr. Nelson in Gym Lobby

NEWSNEWS

https://www.dvusd.org/domain/817
https://registermyathlete.com/
https://azdeervalley.intouchreceipting.com/
https://www.facebook.com/HLSathletics


C a f e  M a n a g e r  C a s s i e  P a y t o n

c a s s i e . p a y t o n @ d v u s d . o r g  |  6 2 3 - 3 7 6 - 4 3 1 4  | @ D V U S D N u t r i t i o n

Load up your student(s)  account with lunch funds online at

ezschoolpay.com or drop a check to the front office.

You  can drop off  cash/check in the front office to be

credited to you r stu dents accou nt.  Inclu de you r

stu dents name and nu mber on the envelope.  

PAYING FOR LUNCH
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Breakfast$1. 50

Lu nch$2. 95

Redu ced $0

Get your menu info online!

Go online to myschoolmenus.com 

Go online to the DVUSD website to download a printable

pdf at  https://www.dvusd.org/Page/242

MENUS

Apply online at  www.EZmealapp.com or get a  form from the

front office.  For more information,  contact 623-445-5166.

Students who applied and were approved for meal assistance

and associated benefits  last  school year are eligible for the

same benefits  through 9/12/24,  or a  new application is

processed.  If  a  new application is  not approved by 9/12/24

your sutdent(s)  will  pay the full  meal price until  re-

certified.  

FREE AND REDUCED MEAL
APPLICATIONS

Parents now have the option of  ordering  a Birthday Party

Bu cket from the cafeteria!  

The bucket will  be delivered to your student 's  class at  a

designated time and location,  making it  super convenient

for teachers and parents.  Get the online form at:

https://www.dvusd.org/Page/65635

BIRTHDAY BUCKET

http://ezschoolpay.com/
https://www.myschoolmenus.com/instance/818/district/815/school/6621/menu/32524
https://www.dvusd.org/Page/242
http://www.ezmealapp.com/
https://www.dvusd.org/Page/65635




C O M M U N I C A T I O N
TEXT ALERTS: If you are not receiving text message
alerts from the district office and would like to, just
text the letter “Y” to 68453

POWERSCHOOL: You can access your student’s
grades and attendance records at any time through
Powerschool. Bring your picture ID to the front office
to pick up your password.

ONLINE PAYMENTS AND TAX CREDITS:
Access this through the online payment portal at: 
https://az-deervalley.intouchreceipting.com 

S T U D E N T  S U P P O R T
S E R V I C E S
CHILD FIND: Child Find requirements under 
state and federal law are that all individuals with
disabilities from birth through age 21 be identified,
located, and evaluated for early intervention or
Special Education services. If you know of someone
who may qualify for these services, please encourage
them to call their local school at 623-376-4301 or the
district at 623-445-5000.

H L S  P O L I C I E S

PEST CONTROL
Pest control sparying will occur once a month.

ATHLETES
If you are planning on participating in any sport this
year, you must complete the eligibility requirements
as detailed on our website 
https://registermyathlete.com

SIGNING OUT
To ensure that our academic time is respected, we
are asking that parents do not sign out their children
between 3:15 and 3:30.  Fifteen minutes a day, added
up over a month represents almost a full day of
classes missed. PHOTO ID REQUIRED.

TRANSPORTATION
Any issues or questions with the bus need to go
directly to transportation at 602-467-5096.

PARKING
There is no parking or waiting on 63rd Avenue
from Union Hills to Utopia. If you park or wait on
63rd Avenue, tickets have been issued. 
Please remember that our parking lots get very
hectic in the morning and afternoon. Please do
not leave you vehicle unattended along the curb
at any time. Remember, our main focus is to keep
all of our students safe.
The car pool parking spots are reserved for those
registered with the TRP program. The other
reserved spots were won at school events. Please
use courtesy and do not park in those spots.
It’s against the law to park in the handicap spots
(even for a second) without a handicap parking
permit. Please keep these spots open for families
that need them.
Parents please be considerate of our families that
live close to school and respect our neighbors
when picking up and dropping off students.

VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers on campus (including field trips) need to
have training and fill out yearly paperwork.  For all the
details visit: https://www.dvusd.org/volunteering

ATTENDANCE CUTS Program (Court Unified
Truancy Suppression):To encourage and improve
school attendance, Deer Valley Unified School District
has implemented a truancy program in partnership
with Maricopa County Juvenile Court. Highland Lakes
will be tracking attendance very closely. Your child is
expected to be at school every day, unless there is
an excused reason not to be. A student that is absent
more than ten percent (18 days) of the required
number of school days per year is considered to have
“excessive absences” whether the absence is excused
or unexcused. If a student should start a pattern of
excessive absences, you will be contacted by letter or
phone. The education of your child is extremely
important to us. This program is another way of
working with the community to ensure a quality
education for all students. If you have any questions
or concerns, please feel free to contact the front office
at 623-376-4300. Please report all absences to the
attendance line at 623.376-4390.

https://az-deervalley.intouchreceipting.com/
https://az-deervalley.intouchreceipting.com/
https://registermyathlete.com/
https://www.dvusd.org/volunteering


Principal: Mark Anderson
Assistant Principal: Danielle Ware

Nurse: Kristina Koan
K-6 Counselor: Jake Epel

7-8 Counselor: Amy Boven
 

Main Phone #: 623-376-4300
Attendance: 623-376-4390

Nurse: 623-376-4310
Fax: 623-376-4380

 Address: 19000 N. 63rd Ave., Glendale, AZ 85308
Start Time = 8:45AM

Office Hours = 8:00AM-4:00PM
 Mascot: Bears

Colors: Blue & Green

Grade Daily Release PLC Fridays Half Day

KInder 3:20 1:50 11:55

1st - 8th 3:30 2:00 12:05

Highland Lakes School Mission Statement
Preparing today's learners to become tomorrow's leaders through technology,

inquiry, common core standards and global citizenship.

Contact Site for Information Regarding Student Pick up:
Highland Lakes School - 623-376-4300

District Office - 623-445-5000
In case of emergency involving student evacuation, the following site has been 

designated as a relocation site.
Evacuation Location: Deer Valley High School

18424 N 51st Ave, Glendale, AZ 85308         

   The Deer Valley Unified School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
sex, sexual orientation, disability, age, or religion in its programs and activities.

mailto:Mark.Anderson@dvusd.org
mailto:danielle.ware@dvusd.org
mailto:kristina.koan@dvusd.org
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=19000+N+63rd+Ave,+Glendale,+AZ&hl=en&sll=34.168218,-111.930907&sspn=9.719684,21.643066&oq=19000+N.+63rd+Ave.+&hnear=19000+N+63rd+Ave,+Glendale,+Arizona+85308&t=m&z=16



