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MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT
Times flies quickly. It seems
like only yesterday that I received
the gavel to begin my term of
office.
Initially I told you that one of my
goals would be to visit every chapter; however, being from Lower
Alabama, that would be a challenge. The present price for a
gallon of gasoline has curtailed
most of my travel plans, and I
would believe most everyone else.
I want to express my appreciation to each of you who attended
the spring Board of Managers
meeting in May at the Shelby
County Historical Museum in
Columbiana. The Ladies Auxiliary
served a delicious luncheon. There
was good attendance and I encourage more members to attend our
Fall BOM meeting in October.
Flag Day was Saturday June 14,
2008. I trust all ALSSAR members displayed the flag of the
United States of America.
I had the privilege to celebrate
with three local DAR chapters at
the West Regional Library in
Mobile. Boy Troop No. 399 at
Holy Family Church provided
Color Guard to post the colors
and led the Pledge of Allegiance
to the flag. Two members of the
troop demonstrated how to
properly fold the flag. I was
proud to be at that place.
—James L. “Jim” Wardlaw

June, 2008

BOM holds spring meeting,
approves delegates to Congress
The Spring Board of Managers meeting returned to the
“Old Courthouse” (Shelby
County Museum & Archives)
in Columbiana on May 17,
with Jim Wardlaw presiding
over his first meeting as ALSSAR president.
As is tradition, the past presidents and first time attendees
were noted and welcomed.
Wardlaw recognized immediate past president Jim Alexander for the purpose of making
a special award that was un-

able to be made at the state
convention. The ALSSAR
Medals and Awards Committee had awarded the Patriot
medal to compatriot Walter
Dorsey of the Richard Henry
Lee Chapter for his valuable
assistance to the state secretaries and treasurers, and to the
national Registrar, over several
past years.
In the officer reports, registrar Ron Bearden of the Little
River chapter discussed a new
software program being imple-
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Blue Star Salute honors veterans

Inside this issue:
Cracking the code on
recruiting new members

mented by NSSAR for the
online submission of applications. When the online application is completed it is available
to NSSAR and the state registrar is notified. Bearden noted
that the new program should
be considered under test and
requested that ALSSAR members do not use the system yet.
Historian Bobby Joe Seales
reminded the group that submission of chapter records on a

Al Lassiter, dressed as a World War I infantry
soldier, leads Color Guard in Blue Star Salute.

By BARNETT WRIGHT
Birmingham News
The talk Monday was not of the sandy
beaches of Gulf Shores but the sandy
beaches of Normandy and the sands of
Iraq. Veterans mingled with the newly
enlisted and the living spoke fondly of
the ones who sacrificed their lives in the
Armed Services.
Memorial Day at The American
Village in Montevallo brought hundreds of servicemen and women
along with visitors and elected officials, but those not in attendance were
the focus of the windy but warm day.
“We live in a country that throws
around the word ‘hero’ all the time
when we’re talking about football players and rock stars,” said Johnny Curry,
assistant to the executive director for
See SALUTE, Page 5
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BOM
(Continued from Page 1)
CD, as opposed to paper records, had
been in effect since last year.
Sergeant-At-Arms Bob Melton requested that members and chapters continue to inform him of uniform and Color
Guard related events.
In the committee reports, the chairman
of the Children of the American Revolution Committee, Bob Thomas of the Birmingham chapter, encouraged chapters to
have joint programs and functions with a
local CAR society and SAR members to
offer their services as a senior leader for
the CAR program.
The chairman for the Knight Essay contest, Roger Vaughan, was not in attendance but his written report encourages
chapters to set their deadline for late December and to get the word out to schools
and home schooled children in early fall.
The chairman for the Rumbaugh Orations contest, Bill Scanlan, was not in attendance but he reported that the first place
winner would be unable to attend the National Congress in July and that the second
place winner would represent the Society.
(Subsequent to the BOM, parents of the

—Photo by Bruce Pickette

Walter Dorsey, left, receives Patriot
Medal from past president Jim
Alexander at spring BOM meeting.
second place Orations winner notified
Scanlan that she would also be unable to
attend the Congress. It was later decided
that the third place winner would not be
asked to attend the Congress.)
The chairman of the American Flag
Committee, Thomas, noted his report

V OLUME 2 2, NUMBER 2

gives special recognition to Dr. Wayne
Finley of the Birmingham chapter for presenting 17 flag certificates in 2007.
Wardlaw asked for a volunteer to accept
the chairmanship of the Revolutionary
War Graves Committee. Compatriot Ed
Lewis of the Etowah chapter accepted.
Wardlaw recognized Ladies Auxiliary
president Leanne Cornwell, who reported
that the auxiliary presently has 22 members. They collected $610 through the sale
of door prize tickets for 15 baskets at the
state convention in Huntsville. She will be
taking a check for $610 to the Congress in
July 2008 to give to the national ladies
auxiliary for their annual fundraiser. Their
proceeds will benefit the NSSAR new
library.
Approval as ALSSAR delegates was
given of those members who will attend
the 2008 NSSAR Congress in Sacramento.
Those delegates are Wardlaw, Cornwell,
Alexander, Mike Wells, Bob Thomas, Lee
Swart and Rod Hildreth. John Wallace
also will be attending as the Vice President General of the Southern District.
The minutes of the spring BOM meeting will be posted and can be viewed at
www.alsar.org.
--Bruce Pickette

Retired minister lectures Etowah
chapter on American flag history

—Photo courtesy of Mark Steetle

Tri-State chapter welcomes new member
Tri-State chapter president Mark Steetle, left, welcomes the newest member of the chapter, Clarence
Shirah. Shirah reports he plans to induct his son and
grandsons into the chapter as well.

Retired minister Tommy Haralson, assisted by Heather
Wallace, presented a lecture on the flags of American history
at a recent meeting of the Etowah chapter.
Haralson’s interest in flags has led to over 300 presentations
of flags to schools and various organizations. Haralson confessed to a lifelong love of flags, amassing a collection of
more than 400 flags since 1955, beginning with a national
flag from his grammar school that has 48 stars on it.
Haralson’s exhibit showed how flags had evolved throughout history. He demonstrated the changes in the American
flag with differing arrangements of the red and white stripes,
the arrangement of the starts and the number as more states
were brought into the union. He also demonstrated special
flags of the early years of the American Revolution and flags
of the military units of that era.
As Haralson spoke, he quizzed SAR members as to the
identity of some of the flags and of the flags associated with
military units.
Following the presentation, chapter president Ed Lewis
presented Haralson with a certificate of appreciation for his
presentation.
--Dr. Arthur L. Ennis
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Cracking the code on rapidly
growing SAR membership rolls
By LARRY P. CORNWELL
Things I’ve learned after eight years
of helping prospective members apply
for SAR membership:
1. By far the vast majority of
American males do not live near a
SAR chapter.
2. Most prospective members have
never heard of the SAR.
Many SAR chapters are not
equipped with at least one member
who has the tools or training necessary to help prospective members efficiently complete their applications.
A few years ago, the National Society attempted a recruitment campaign
by asking members to send names
and addresses of their male kin to
headquarters.
Headquarters would then farm out
these addresses to volunteers like me
to pair these prospective members
with a nearby chapter. The chapter
would then contact these “prospects.”
The campaign was not successful.
Why? Re-read the first paragraph
for the answers.
Perhaps those of us in the SAR who
actively recruit and qualify new members would meet with greater success
by finding prospective members
wherever they are in the world, and
then offering to prepare their applications for them at no charge (they pay
only the normal application fees and
dues).
How do we find them?
1. Ask all your chapter members to
let you sponsor their kin into the
SAR, no matter where they live, and
then offer to prepare the applications;
all you will need is a photocopy of a
birth certificate or two.
Ask your members if they are also
willing to pay the application fees

and first year dues. I prepared the
applications for 30 new members
that way in 2007.
2. When you are connecting with
distant cousins while you are conducting your own ancestry research,
ask them if they are interested in
joining the SAR, and mention that
you will prepare their applications
for them.
It makes no difference if they are
near an established SAR chapter;
they can transfer their membership
from your chapter to theirs easily
after they join.
You have an almost limitless supply
of new members living in your local
area. See my article on “Cracking the
Code on Recruiting New Members,
Researching Their Ancestry, and Submitting Their Applications” by going
to www.alssar.org, scrolling down to
the lower right corner of the home
page, and click where it says “Click
here.”
I’ve submitted 35 applications, plus
14 Youth Registrant applications, so
far this year (middle of May) by following my own guidelines.
If asked, the sponsor can help in the
easy administrative process of changing memberships from one state society to another or from one chapter to
another.
With almost everyone now having e
-mail, it’s easy and cheap to stay in
touch with our outlying members.
One or more of these “certificate
members,” planted in a fertile area,
may even become active and go on to
do great things for the Society.
Time for a war story: In April, I
had one prospective member contact
me from another state who had been
discouraged by the local chapter for

numerous reasons. He was told he
had to find all his own documentation, and he was advised that the application process was “long and slow,
even with perfect documentation, six
to twelve months.”
In 30 days, I had submitted not only
his application, but also applications
for his son, two grandsons, and
nephew.
I expect approval for all four in
three months. Because he has a very
large extended family, he’s now interested in starting a SAR chapter in his
ancestral county in my state.
I’ve already submitted four distant
cousins’ applications, and, with the
help of my out-of-state contact, I am
working on many more. My goal is
to have this chapter chartered by February 2009.
Let’s do what is necessary to grow
our national membership. I’m convinced that the SAR could become as
large as our sister organization, the
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR), if we would be willing to
encourage our chapters to break out
of their molds of recruiting only locally.
Since the National Society and State
Society benefits from their additional
dues, what difference does it make
where they live? Once they become
members, they may want to start a new
chapter, and with our help, they can.
--Cornwell is a past president of the
Alabama Society as well as the Gen.
Richard Montgomery chapter who
currently serves as a national trustee
representing the ALSSAR. He is a
member of the NSSAR’s Genealogy
Committee and Membership Committee.
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In Memory…
Henry Bragg
The Tennessee Valley chapter recently lost a longtime member when Henry Bragg passed away in late May.
HENRY VOGEL BRAGG, 84, passed away on May 24.
Bragg, who was born on Dec. 14, 1923, was preceded in death
by his first wife, Melba Jones Bragg, and sister, Carolyn
Schumaker.
He was the founder of Consolidated Construction Co. and
was a cofounder of Alabama Concrete.
He was a U.S. Navy veteran of World War II and was in the
campaigns of Iwo Jima and Okinawa.
Bragg served as elder of Central Church of Christ for 20
years and on the airport board for 16 years, including four as
chairman of the board.
He served on the Huntsville City Planning Commission and
the AGAPE board of directors as well as serving as director on
the Regions Bank Board for over 16 years.
An avid hunter, Mr. Bragg was a member of the Sons of the

American Revolution and the Rotary Club.
Survivors include his wife, Gloria Bragg; son, Greg Bragg
and wife Trisha of Huntsville; daughter, Cherry DeRosa and
husband Joe of Birmingham; stepdaughters, Pam Spencer of
Lilburn, Ga., and Jacquie Thompson and husband Bruce of
Huntsville; grandchildren, J. Greg Bragg and wife Georgi,
David Bragg, Libby Bragg, Meredith and John DeRosa, Christina and Reed Spencer, and Tara and Natalie Thompson; greatgrandson, James Bragg; twin brother, James Bragg and wife
Nell of Huntsville; sisters, Mary Jane Frost and husband Gene
of Louisville, Ky., and Kitty Mullins and husband Bennie of
Spanish Fort; stepbrother, James Allen Broughton; stepsisters,
Lillian Myers and Margaret Helen Broughton; and numerous
nieces and nephews.
Services were held May 27 at Central Church of Christ with
Tom Reynolds and Ray Jones officiating, followed by burial in
Maple Hill Cemetery.

Eagle Scout donates SAR award to Honor Flight
By PATRICIA C. McCARTER
Huntsville Times
An interest in war history led a patriotic Helena teenager to win the Eagle
Scout of the Year award, bestowed at
the Sons of the American Revolution
annual convention in Huntsville on
Saturday night.
Further proof of his patriotism came
after the awards ceremony when he
turned his $200 award prize over to
Honor Flight Tennessee Valley, an
organization that sends World War II
veterans on free trips to Washington,
D.C., to see their memorial.
After Davis Faulkner, 13, listened to
a speech by local Honor Flight President Joe Fitzgerald at the banquet, he
was moved to the impromptu gesture
of donating his prize.
“One thing that Scouting has taught
me is to give back to the community,
and I cannot think of a better organization to give my money to,” Davis said
in an e-mail. “I wanted to try to help
make that trip (to Washington) possible because, without our help, they
would not be able to physically or financially make this trip.

“They made many sacrifices for
our country and now it is our turn to
do something in return for them.”
Davis’ father, Eagle Scout Larry
Faulkner, said his son’s gift took
him somewhat by surprise, but he’s
also accustomed to Davis doing the
right thing and the boy’s fascination
with World War II made the donation a natural.
“He’s always been a tenderhearted
kid,” Faulkner said, “...and it didn’t
hurt that (Joe Faulkner) was one of the
first to congratulate Davis and tell him
that he is a fellow Eagle Scout.”
Davis earned his top honors by
restoring the historic Bailey Springs
War of 1812 cemetery in Florence
and writing an essay on how Gen.
Henry Knox helped win the Revolutionary War.
He said since he’s learned what
Honor Flight is all about, he wants to
encourage the Shelby District of Boy
Scouts and the Greater Alabama
Council to get involved in the program: “These veterans are the greatest generation because they saved
the world from tyranny.”

—Photo courtesy of Jim Alexander

Eagle Scout Davis Faulkner gave
his $200 SAR award to veterans.
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Salute
(Continued from Page 1)
special projects at The American Village. “Those aren't heroes. Heroes are
the folks who defend our freedom. And
we’re here today to give them some
small measure of tribute and thanks for
the job they do for all of us.”
Locust Fork resident Mitchell Millican, who lost his son in Iraq last year,
said the turnout was a show of support
for people who sacrificed their lives in
service to the country.
Johnathon Millican, a 2005 Locust
Fork graduate and an Army private
first class, was killed by enemy gunfire
during an attack by insurgents on a
military post in the city of Karbala.
Millican was honored with a Silver
Star, the nation's third-highest award
for combat heroism.
“The turnout shows people still support what we stand for in this country,
the same principles my son stood on,”
Millican said. “This country still stands
together.”
Eric Arrowood, 17, of Harpersville
said he plans to follow in the footsteps
of his grandparents and siblings who
enlisted in the military.
“My time has come,” he said. “I respect everyone who has served.
They’ve done their time and it's time to
move it on to the younger generation.”
Arrowood said the ceremony gave
him a chance to see the extended military family he'll become part of but
“there are a lot of folks I'll never meet
because they lost their lives doing
this.”
The fourth annual Blue Star Salute at
The American Village featured wreathlaying ceremonies and salutes to fallen
heroes; Revolutionary War artillery
demonstration; a U.S. military Chinook helicopter; Buffalo Soldiers; Tuskegee Airmen; a national moment of
remembrance; music by the 151st
Army Band; a discussion with Abigail
Adams about the Revolution and a
“Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death”
oration by Patrick Henry.
The ceremony is named after the
Blue Star banners displayed by soldiers’ families during World Wars I
and II.

—Photo by Kerry Barksdale

Flag display one of the highlights at Memorial Day event in Montevallo.

—Photo by Kerry Barksdale

American Village director Tom Walker addresses the crowd.

—Photo by Kerry Barksdale

Buffalo soldiers participated in the fourth annual Blue Star Salute.
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State constitution, siege of Pensacola, global
warming are hot topics at Galvez meetings
Mark Berte, an expert on the Alabama Constitution, was
the guest speaker at the Gen. Galvez chapter meeting in May
at Ryan’s Steak House in Spanish Fort.
Twenty-six members welcomed two new members into the
chapter as Troy Smith of Spanish Fort and Alan Davis of Mobile were inducted.
Chapter vice-president Stan Virden introduced Berte, who is
traversing the state endorsing constitutional reform. He talked
about a constitutional committee to write a new state constitution. Two of the chapter’s members who were present, compatriots Cobb and Blackmon, also are experts on the U.S and
Alabama constitutions.
We learned the U. S. Constitution has been amended only 28
times and the Alabama Constitution has been amended 801
times to date with more expected. This is the sixth constitution
our state has embraced. Berte alludes the state document is
huge, contradictive and out of date with the times. Compatriots
Cobb and Blackmon explained the reason for our convoluted
constitution. As written in our 1901 State Constitution, it is the
duty of the Alabama legislature to review the constitution
every 10 years and make any necessary changes, deletions and
updates and put these changes before the people for a vote.
Most of us left the meeting better informed about the Alabama Constitution and the reform process.
In the April 10 meeting, 24 members and guests were entertained by Mary Furlong, who spoke on “Reexamining the
History and Archaeology of Fort George & the Siege of Pensacola during the American Revolution.”
She gave a brief history of Fort George and the Siege of
Pensacola, discussed the archaeology that was conducted on
the site in the 1970’s and described our current efforts to reexamine the artifacts.
Furlong graduated from the University of Mississippi with
bachelor’s degrees in both Anthropology and History and is
currently finishing her master’s work in historical archaeology
at West Florida.
In the Feb. 14 meeting, 26 compatriots and guests heard Dr.
Jim Connors of the University of South Alabama speak on
global warming.
Dr. Conners gave an extremely informative talk substantiated with evidence from scientists in many fields of expertise.
He stated “the world has gone through many climatic changes
both warming and cooling cycles.” Most people do not know,
one average sized volcanic eruption spews more green house
gasses into the atmosphere than all the industrial age emissions
combined. Dr. Conners gave a convincing argument in favor
of scientific knowledge over political diatribe and fear.
Compatriot Leroy McGaughy presented J.M. Johnston, winner of the state’s Knight Essay contest, a check and the Knight
Essay medal. His family was in attendance to witness his
award.
—Mike Glass

—Photo courtesy of Mike Glass

Galvez president Richard Britton, left, with new
compatriots Alan Davis, center, and Troy Smith.

—Photo courtesy of Mike Glass

Leroy McGaughy presents Knight Essay winner Jeff
Johnston with award, above; vice-president Stan
Virden, below, with February speaker Jim Conners.
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—Photos courtesy of Philip and Rosemary Davis

Gen. Richard Montgomery chapter holds May social
The home of Larry and Leanne Cornwell was the site of the General Richard Montgomery’s May social,
an opportunity for chapter members in Montgomery and the new John Archer Elmore chapter in Prattville to hold an informal gathering of members. Approximately 50 compatriots and guests from the two
chapters enjoyed a potluck picnic and celebrated the birthday of compatriot Philip Davis under threatening but otherwise pleasant weather.

—Photo by Bruce Pickette

Ladies Auxiliary aids BOM meeting
Members of the ALSSAR Ladies Auxiliary, (from left) Dianne Seales, Linda Graham, Leanne Cornwell and Abby Alexander served a delicious luncheon of pork
tenderloin, new potatoes, green beans,
corn, fruit salad, rolls and an assortment
of cakes for the members of the Board of
Managers at its spring meeting in Columbiana. After expenses, the auxiliary will
donate the proceeds from the luncheon to
the ALSSAR to fund youth programs.
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Wiregrass chapter marks grave of Revolutionary patriot
On May 4 the members of
the Wiregrass chapter
marked the final resting
place of patriot William
Wicker in the Ramah Primitive Baptist Church cemetery
in extreme northern Pike
County.
Wicker is recorded as a
member of the church and
his farm was just a couple of
miles down the road in present day Bullock County.
He fought at the battle of
Eutaw Springs and died in
Pike County on Dec. 20,
1852.
Approximately 80 people
were in attendance, including
10 descendants of the patriot.
Karen Bullard, genealogist at
the Troy Public Library and
a descendant, provided the
family history to the group.
Members of Boy Scout
Troop 116 (Dothan) assisted
with presenting the colors
along with color guard members from the Wiregrass and

Dr. Nelson Gwinn of the
Wiregrass chapter played the
bagpipes and Luke White, an
SAR youth member, played
“Taps.” A reception was held
following the program.
This was the fourth grave
marking program undertaken
by the Wiregrass chapter in
the past five years. For more
information on patriots buried in southeast Alabama, go
to www.wiregrasssar.org.

—Photo courtesy of Wiregrass chapter

Color Guard members Bob McClendon, John Kelsoe
and Andy Spann fire a volley during ceremony.
Tri-State chapters and the
provisional Troy chapter.
ALSSAR president Jim
Wardlaw presented the state
wreath while Southern District Vice-President General
John Wallace provided a

floral tribute on behalf of the
Southern District. Wreaths
also were provided by both
the Tri-State and Wiregrass
chapters along with tributes
from the John Coffee and
Dothan DAR chapters.

—Photo courtesy of Wiregrass chapter

SAR youth member Luke
White plays “Taps.”

ALSSAR delegation
tours Scotland, visits
birthplace of patriot

—Photo courtesy of John Wallace

SAR group with plaque and wreath at the birthplace of John Paul Jones.

One could not have asked for better weather
than that faced by 39 SAR members and family members during a recent tour of Scotland.
The group was able to visit numerous sites
relating to John Paul Jones and his early days
in Scotland along with a trip to Flamborough
Head which overlooks the site of his famous
victory in the Bonhomme Richard over the
Serapis on Sept. 23, 1779.
ALSSAR members Rod Hildreth, Lee
Swart and John Wallace participated in the
tour, along with Ed Butler, Chuck Bragg and
Roland Downing, among others. The group
stopped at the birth place of Jones, where
NSSAR President General Bruce Wilcox
dedicated a plaque and placed a wreath on
behalf of the SAR. The plaque and wreath
were funded by the George Washington Endowment Fund.
—John Wallace
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NSSAR votes to move headquarters to downtown Louisville
Compatriots,
I am delighted to report that on February 23, 2008, the Trustees,
after considerable debate passed three motions from the Executive Committee concerning the initiative to move our Headquarters to the West Main Street area of downtown Louisville. The motions passed are as follows:
1. Exercise the Purchase Option on the Fulton Conway Building.
2. Defer the start of the build out until sufficient funds have
been raised including tax credits to fund it.
3. When the build out is complete, sell our current property and
place the proceeds into an endowment for outreach education
and the operation of the new building.
Further, the Executive Committee has verbally committed to
report our progress to the Trustees and Membership at the Sacramento Congress. A more refined design will be presented as
well as more refined cost projections and detailed project
plan. Critical to the success of this project is the raising of sufficient donations to fund it. We believe that with the commitment we have to proceed that foundations, corporations, government agencies and, most importantly, our members, will be
generous with their support. I want to thank all who have offered comments, concerns, and questions, both for and against
this proposal. This dialog has provided the input necessary to
provide information and develop this plan into a form that the
Trustees could feel comfortable with and approve. I assure you
that we will make every effort to earn your trust and confidence
as we proceed down this road to create a home for our Headquarters and the Center for Advancing America's Heritage that
will do us proud.
—Bruce A. Wilcox
President General

—Photos courtesy of NSSAR

Architect’s rendition of new NSSAR headquarters,
above; existing Fulton Conway building, below.

—Photos courtesy of William Rozier

New Cheaha compatriot
Capt. Don East (USN-Ret.), above, was the guest
speaker at the May meeting of the Cheaha chapter. East spoke on the Creek Indian Nation and
the translation of Creek place names. The chapter also welcomed a new member as president
William Rozier, left in photo at left, presented a
certificate to Ira Charles Franklin Sr.
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Family reunion leads to talk of a new SAR chapter
At the suggestion of Bob Thomas, a
Texas genealogist who recently submitted his application to join the Alabama Society, Larry
Cornwell recently addressed Bob's extended family
at the “Hankins/Oakes/Rector and Related Families”
reunion in Vernon.
Cornwell talked about how all the family members could qualify for SAR or DAR membership under one or more patriot ancestors and offered
to help them not only with their SAR membership
applications but also on organizing a new SAR chapter in Lamar County if there was enough interest.
Over 20 copies of the SAR Magazine and SAR Alabama were eagerly grabbed up.
Thomas has submitted his son, two grandsons and
a nephew for membership and four distant cousins
have submitted their applications with the help of
Thomas and Cornwell.
All will initially become members of Cornwell’s
chapter, the Gen. Richard Montgomery chapter in
Montgomery. Many more applications are in various
stages of preparation.
Cornwell said a new chapter in northwest Alabama
can be a reality by February 2009 if enough local interest is shown.

—Photo by Bruce Pickette

Compatriot Larry Cornwell speaks to a family reunion in
Lamar County recently about forming a new SAR chapter.

