Sonny Arguinzoni Sr., pastor and founder of the California-based Victory Outreach, which has planted hundreds of churches in the United States and abroad, died at age 85.

Born in Brooklyn, New York, Arguinzoni was involved in gang activity as a teenager and was a drug addict until he became a born-again Christian in his early 20s.

In 1967, Arguinzoni and his wife founded Victory Outreach, which currently boasts about 700 churches in 33 countries, with ministries centered on helping those in inner-city environments.

The Rev. Samuel Rodriguez, president of the National Hispanic Christian Leadership Conference and pastor of New Season Church in Sacramento, called Arguinzoni the “Godfather of inner city ministry” and a “man of God that led countless lives into the hands of the redeeming Savior.”

“The follower of Jesus that changed the world. … Sonny Arguinzoni passed into eternity. We will miss you,” stated Rodriguez. “My hero, your legacy lives on!”

Pope Francis, the first Latin American to serve as head of the Roman Catholic Church, died the morning after Easter Sunday at the age of 88.

Born Jorge Mario Bergoglio in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Francis was also the first Jesuit to become pope and the first pontiff to address a joint session of the U.S. Congress.

Francis garnered controversy among more theologically conservative members of the Catholic Church for his publicly stated views on hot-button issues, though he ultimately upheld Church teaching on issues like abortion and homosexuality.

“His entire life was dedicated to the service of the Lord and of His Church,” stated Cardinal Kevin Farrell, camerlengo of the Apostolic Chamber. “He taught us to live the values of the Gospel with fidelity, courage, and universal love, especially in favor of the poorest and most marginalized.”
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Jimmy Swaggart, the popular Pentecostal preacher and televangelist who garnered national headlines last century for his extramarital affairs, died at age 90 following a cardiac arrest.

After a religious experience around age 8, Swaggart felt called by God to preach. In 1961, Swaggart was ordained in the Assemblies of God, the largest Pentecostal denomination in the United States.

Swaggart was the cousin of famed rock ’n’ roll performer Jerry Lee Lewis and had his own successful music career, releasing multiple albums and reportedly selling over 17 million recordings.

Swaggart had extensive influence through radio programming like the “The Campmeeting Hour” program, the magazine The Evangelist, and a 30-minute television program titled “The Jimmy Swaggart Evangelistic Association Presents Jimmy Swaggart.”

During the 1980s, Swaggart launched several evangelism crusades in the U.S. and abroad, with the largest one reportedly taking place in October 1987 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, with a conservative estimate of around 125,000 in attendance.

Swaggart faced much scrutiny in 1988, when he was found to be involved with a prostitute in New Orleans. In response, Swaggart delivered his famous tearful “I have sinned” confession before his congregation.

While the Assemblies of God defrocked Swaggart, he continued to serve as an independent Pentecostal pastor, even after he was again caught with a prostitute in California in 1991.

"Today was the day he has sung about for decades. He met his beloved Savior and entered the portals of glory. At the same time, we rejoice knowing that we will see him again one day," stated Swaggart's official Facebook page.

"He was not just a preacher — he was a worshiper, a warrior, and a witness to the grace and mercy of God. He was a man whose faith was steadfast and always entered whatever door the Lord opened. And the Lord honored that faith."

Influential California-based Bible teacher John MacArthur, pastor of Grace Community Church and author known for his polarizing theological stances, died at 86.

A graduate of Biola University’s Talbot Theological Seminary, MacArthur became pastor-teacher at Grace Community Church in 1969 and served in the role for more than 50 years.

It is estimated that MacArthur preached at least 3,300 sermons during his time as pastor and wrote over 400 books and biblical study guides. He also hosted a long-running radio program and local television broadcast based on his Bible studies and preaching.

In his latter years, MacArthur garnered controversy for his views on women preachers, the Pentecostal movement, COVID-19 lockdown measures and religious freedom.

"Rest in peace, lion of faith," tweeted theologian and author Owen Strachan in response to the news. "It is already strange to live in a world without MacArthur's steady convictional presence. Pray for his family, his church, and the many who mourn him."

James Dobson, the notable conservative Christian therapist, bestselling author and radio personality who founded the Colorado-based Focus on the Family, died at the age of 89.

A native of Shreveport, Louisiana, Dobson earned a Ph.D. from the University of Southern California in 1967, specializing in child development. According to his official biography, he served as a pediatrics professor at the University of Southern California School of Medicine and a staff member at Children's Hospital of Los Angeles in the Division of Child Development and Medical Genetics.

In 1977, Dobson founded Focus on the Family, a prominent conservative Christian ministry and advocacy group known for its educational resources and Christian children’s 
entertainment.

Dobson’s first book, Dare To Discipline, reportedly sold over 3 million copies. Other notable works included Hide or Seek, What Wives Wish Their Husbands Knew About Women, Love Must Be Tough, Parenting Isn't For Cowards, Children At Risk, When God Doesn't Make Sense, Life On The Edge and Home With a Heart. 

Dobson’s conservative Christian views on sexual ethics and his widespread political advocacy in Washington, D.C., garnered him much criticism from progressive activists and organizations.


Phil Alexander Robertson (April 24, 1946 – May 25, 2025) was an American professional hunter, businessman and television personality who was the founder of hunting products company Duck Commander. A reality television star on the popular television series Duck Dynasty, he was also featured on the television show Duck Commander, a hunting program on the Outdoor Channel.[1] He served as patriarch of the Duck Dynasty Robertson family.[2][3]

Robertson attended Louisiana Tech University, where he played football. He received a master's degree in education and spent several years teaching prior to founding Duck Commander, a hunting equipment company.

He was the subject of controversy after a 2013 interview he did with GQ magazine, where he said that homosexual behavior was sinful. As a result, A&E suspended him from Duck Dynasty.[4][5][6][7] Facing a strong backlash from his supporters, A&E lifted the suspension after nine days.[8]

In September 2023, a biographical film on the early life of Robertson, The Blind, was released in theaters.

Early life and education
Robertson was born in Vivian, Louisiana, on April 24, 1946.[2] He was the fifth of seven children of Merritt (née Hale) and James Robertson. Because of financial setbacks during his childhood, the family lived in rugged conditions, having no electricity, toilet or bathtub. The family rarely went into town to buy groceries, and instead "lived off of the fruits and vegetables they grew in their garden; the meat from deer, squirrels, fish, and other game they hunted and fished; and the pigs, chickens, and cattle they raised".[9]

In his book Happy, Happy, Happy,[10] Robertson recalls that "It was the 1950s when I was a young boy, but we lived like it was the 1850s ... but we were always happy, happy, happy no matter the circumstances."[9]

Halfway between Vivian and Hosston is Robertson's restored log cabin birth home. The property is owned by Robertson's cousin, Nathan Hale.[11]

College and football

Robertson throws against the Southeastern Louisiana Lions.
As an athlete in high school, Robertson was all-state in football, baseball, and track, which afforded him the opportunity to attend Louisiana Tech in Ruston on a football scholarship in the late 1960s.[12] At Tech, he played first-string quarterback for the Bulldogs, ahead of Pro Football Hall of Famer Terry Bradshaw,[13][14] the first overall pick in the 1970 NFL draft. When he arrived at Tech in 1966, Bradshaw caused a media frenzy on account of his reputation of being a football sensation from nearby Shreveport.[15][16] Robertson was a year ahead of Bradshaw, and was the starter for two seasons in 1966 and 1967, and chose not to play in 1968.[17]

At Louisiana Tech Robertson completed 179 of 411 passing attempts for 2,237 yards. He threw 12 touchdowns, but had 34 interceptions.[12] It was thought Robertson had the potential for a pro career, but he was more interested in hunting.[12] Bradshaw said of Robertson's love of hunting that "Phil Robertson, loved hunting more than he loved football. He'd come to practice directly from the woods, squirrel tails hanging out of his pockets, duck feathers on his clothes. Clearly he was a fine shot, so no one complained too much."[18] When approached to play professionally for the Washington Redskins, Robertson declined because playing football would conflict with his hunting. Additionally, football was only about completing his scholarship to him, while Bradshaw practically lived and breathed the sport.[16] Robertson put it this way: "Terry went for the bucks, and I chased after the ducks."[12]

Robertson later received a bachelor's degree in physical education and a master's in education.[19]

Career
Before Duck Commander
Robertson initially taught school for several years[19] before becoming a commercial fisherman. He lived in a trailer and ran a honkytonk bar in 1975. Robertson assaulted a bar owner and his wife after an argument.[20][21]

Duck Commander
As an avid duck hunter, Robertson was dissatisfied with the condition of duck calls. He began to experiment with making a call that would produce the exact sound of a duck. He invented his first Duck Commander call in 1972. He received a patent for this call and the Duck Commander Company was incorporated in 1973.[19] Today, the company of Duck Commander is a multimillion-dollar business, headed by his son, Willie Robertson.[22] Robertson and his family were portrayed on the A&E reality television series Duck Dynasty, which ran from 2012 to 2017, and covered their daily lives within Duck Commander.[2]

Other media
Robertson was featured in Steve Bannon's film Torchbearer,[23] in which he talks about the absurdity of life without God, using events like The Holocaust to illustrate the point.[24] In October 2017, Robertson joined CRTV as a contributor, hosting In the Woods with Phil.[25] In September 2023, The Blind: The True Story of the Robertson Family was released in theaters nationwide. The film details the tumultuous early life of Robertson, his wife, and their family until 1985, before their Duck Dynasty fame.[26]

On December 18, 2013, A&E announced the indefinite suspension of Robertson from the network after an interview with Drew Magary of GQ.[4] When during the interview for a featured article in GQ's January 2014 issue entitled "What the Duck?" Robertson was asked what he thought was sinful and responded,[27] "Start with homosexual behavior and just morph out from there. Bestiality, sleeping around with this woman and that woman and that woman and those men." He paraphrased a Biblical passage from First Corinthians by saying "Don't be deceived. Neither the adulterers, the idolaters, the male prostitutes, the homosexual offenders, the greedy, the drunkards, the slanderers, the swindlers—they won't inherit the kingdom of God. Don't deceive yourself. It's not right." Robertson also questioned the appeal of same-sex relationships saying that a vagina is more appealing to a man. Robertson said that he does not judge anyone, but leaves that up to God saying,[4][28][29][30] "We just love 'em, give 'em the good news about Jesus—whether they're homosexuals, drunks, terrorists. We let God sort 'em out later, you see what I'm saying?"

In response to initial criticisms A&E released a statement from Robertson saying, "I would never treat anyone with disrespect just because they are different from me". Later that day the network announced his suspension.[31] After a strong backlash from supporters, including a Facebook page that accumulated 1.5 million likes and statements from political figures condemning the move,[32][33] A&E lifted the suspension before the show was affected, no episodes were impacted.[34]

CPAC comments
In 2015, Robertson made further controversial comments when he was awarded the 2015 Breitbart Defender of the First Amendment Award. In a half-hour speech to CPAC, Robertson asserted that STDs are the legacy of Nazis, communists, beatniks, and hippies. He told a long and graphic anecdote about an atheist and his family being murdered, and then the assailants said, "But you're the one who says there is no God, there's no right, there's no wrong, so we're just having fun." His statements went viral.[35][36]

Personal life
Robertson and Marsha "Miss Kay" Carroway began dating in 1964 as "high school sweethearts."[37] The couple were married in 1966.[37][38] Despite early troubles in their marriage due to Robertson's "sex, drugs and rock 'n' roll lifestyle,"[38] a 2013 editorial published by Yahoo! TV correspondent Kelly Woo described the Robertsons' union as a "long-standing, rock-solid marriage." Their first son, Alan, was born while they were attending college.[37]

Robertson was a devout Christian, a member of and elder at the White's Ferry Road Church of Christ[39] in West Monroe, and was outspoken about his beliefs. He had various personal problems in his 20s including excessive alcohol drinking, causing a separation in the marriage for a period and he credited a subsequent religious awakening for his having been able to overcome the problems.[40] Robertson opposed abortion and called it a violation of the Declaration of Independence.[41] He frequently spoke about the issue during public appearances.[38][42] In 2013, alongside joint author Mark Schlabach, Robertson published a memoir titled Happy, Happy, Happy.[10]

In a 2013 special House of Representatives election, Robertson made a television commercial endorsing Vance McAllister, a Republican candidate for the Robertson family's home district, Louisiana's 5th congressional district. McAllister, who had never held political office, defeated the thought-to-be frontrunner, state senator Neil Riser. Many attributed the strength of McAllister's come-from-behind victory to the Robertson endorsement.[43] In 2016, Phil Robertson endorsed Ted Cruz for president.[44] As Cruz dropped out of the race, Robertson, while in Cannes, France, endorsed Donald Trump for president.[45] In 2017 Alabama US Senate special election, he endorsed Roy Moore.[46]

In either December 2016 or January 2017, after Ben Carson stepped down from being chairman of American Legacy Center's "Fight for the Court" project, Robertson filled the vacancy.[47][48] On May 28, 2020, it was revealed that Robertson had learned he had a daughter named Phyllis from an affair in the 1970s.[49] In 2024, he was diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease.[50]

Death
Robertson died on May 25, 2025, at the age of 79.[51][52] No cause of death was announced but it is known Robertson suffered health issues.[53] His daughter-in-law said that a private service and a public celebration of life will be held.[54] The private family service, in which all of Phil's children spoke eulogies, was recorded and the video was released to the public via YouTube on June 7, 2025.[55]

Jimmy Lee Swaggart (/ˈswæɡərt/; March 15, 1935 – July 1, 2025) was an American Pentecostal televangelist, pastor, media mogul, author and gospel music artist.

Swaggart was born in Ferriday, Louisiana, into a musically and religiously active family that included cousins Jerry Lee Lewis and Mickey Gilley. Swaggart was ordained as a pastor by the Assemblies of God.[1] He went on to become one of the most well-known televangelists in America.[2] During the 1980s, his crusades were a major part of his ministry—drawing large crowds and receiving significant media attention.[3] Swaggart founded Jimmy Swaggart Ministries, which owns and operates the SonLife Broadcasting Network (SBN). He also founded the Jimmy Swaggart Bible College.[4] Swaggart was the senior pastor of the Family Worship Center in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.[5]

Swaggart was known for scandals involving prostitutes in 1988 and 1991 and revolutionary groups accused of war crimes in southern Africa. One prostitution scandal gave rise to a televised February 21, 1988, speech by Swaggart known as his "I have sinned" speech. After Swaggart was defrocked by the Assemblies of God due to sexual immorality, he moved on to become a non-denominational minister.

Swaggart founded Jimmy Swaggart Bible College. He wrote about 50 Christian books offered. He sold over 15 million records worldwide as a gospel artist and, in 1980, he received a Grammy Award nomination.[6][7] Married for over 70 years, he raised a ministerial family spanning four generations. Swaggart died in Baton Rouge at age 90.

Early life
Jimmy Lee Swaggart[8] was born on March 15, 1935, in Ferriday, Louisiana.[9] Swaggart was the first of two children born to Willie Leon (known as "Sun" or "Son") Swaggart (1915–1998), a local sharecropper who was a fiddle player and Pentecostal preacher, and Minnie Bell (née Herron) (1917–1960), who was a housewife and the daughter of a sharecropper, William Herron (1869–1955). Swaggart's parents were related by marriage, as Son Swaggart's maternal uncle, Elmo Lewis, was married to Minnie Herron's sister, Mamie. The extended family had a complex network of familial interrelationships; "cousins and in-laws and other relatives married each other until the clan was entwined like a big, tight ball of rubber bands".[10][11][12] Swaggart was the cousin of rockabilly pioneer Jerry Lee Lewis and country music star Mickey Gilley.[13]

According to his autobiography To Cross a River, Swaggart, along with his wife and son, lived in poverty during the 1950s as he preached throughout rural Louisiana, struggling to survive on an income of $30 a week (equivalent to $340 in 2024). Being too poor to own a home, the Swaggarts lived in church basements, homes of pastors, and small motels. Sun Records producer Sam Phillips wanted to start a gospel line of music for the label (perhaps to remain in competition with RCA Victor and Columbia Records, who also had gospel lines at the time) and wanted Swaggart for Sun as the first gospel artist for the label. Swaggart's cousin, Jerry Lee Lewis, had previously signed with Sun and was reportedly earning $20,000 per week at the time. Although the offer meant a promise for significant income for him and his family, Swaggart turned Phillips down, stating that he was called to preach the gospel.[14]

Career
Ordination and early career
Preaching from a flatbed trailer donated to him, Swaggart began full-time evangelistic work in 1955.[15][16] He began developing a revival-meeting following throughout the American South. In 1960, he began recording gospel music record albums and transmitting on Christian radio stations. In 1961, Swaggart was ordained by the Assemblies of God; a year later he began his radio ministry. In the late 1960s, Swaggart founded what was then a small church named the Family Worship Center in Baton Rouge, Louisiana; the church eventually became district-affiliated with the Assemblies of God.[17]

In 1971, Swaggart began transmitting a weekly 30-minute telecast over various local television stations in Baton Rouge and also purchased a local AM radio station, WLUX (now WPFC). The station broadcast Christian feature stories, preaching and teaching to various fundamentalist and Pentecostal denominations and playing black gospel, Southern gospel, and inspirational music. Swaggart sold many of his radio stations gradually throughout the 1980s and early 1990s.[citation needed]

Shifting to television
By 1975, the television ministry had expanded to more stations around the United States, and he began to use television as his primary preaching forum. In 1978, the weekly telecast was increased to an hour.[citation needed] In 1980, Swaggart began a daily weekday telecast featuring Bible study and music, and the weekend, hour-long telecast included a service from either Family Worship Center (Swaggart's church) or an on-location crusade in a major city. In the early 1980s, the broadcasts expanded to major cities nationwide. By 1983, more than 250 television stations broadcast the telecast.[citation needed]

Promotion of RENAMO
Throughout the 1980s, Jimmy Swaggart Ministries was one of many American Evangelical leaders who promoted the South African-backed Mozambican National Resistance, aka RENAMO, which was accused of committing systematic war crimes during Mozambique's 15-year-long civil war. In addition to moral support and publicity, Swaggart Ministries was repeatedly accused of providing funding and material support to the group. In September 1985, government forces supported by Zimbabwe captured RENAMO's main headquarters inside Mozambique Casa Banana. Among the materials left behind by retreating rebels were piles of Swaggart's 1982 publication, "How to Receive The Baptism in the Holy Spirit", translated into Portuguese.[18] During the 1988 trial of Australian missionary Ian Grey, who coordinated much of the private support to RENAMO, it was claimed by the defendant that Swaggart Ministries worked through Shekinah Ministries to provide support to RENAMO. That year, extensive media coverage of Swaggart and his businesses in the wake of a sex scandal largely excluded these allegations.[19] In 1991, Covert Action Magazine and the government of Zimbabwe both accused Swaggart ministries of continuing to fund RENAMO.[20]

Prostitution scandals
In 1988, Swaggart was accused of patronizing a prostitute. He was suspended and ultimately defrocked by the Assemblies of God. Three years later, he was implicated in another scandal involving prostitution. As a result, Swaggart's ministry became non-affiliated, nondenominational, and significantly smaller than it had been in the ministry's pre-scandal years.[21][22][23] Swaggart's sex scandals received national media attention.[24][25][26][27]

1988 prostitution scandal
Swaggart's first prostitution scandal occurred in retaliation for an incident in 1986 when he accused fellow Assemblies of God minister Marvin Gorman of having several affairs. Gorman was defrocked from the Assemblies of God, and his ministry was all but ended.[28] Gorman filed a successful lawsuit against Swaggart for defamation and conspiracy to ruin his reputation; he was awarded damages amounting to $10 million in 1991.[29] After an appeal, the parties settled the matter for $1.75 million.[30]

As a retaliatory measure, Gorman hired his son Randy and son-in-law Garland Bilbo to watch the Travel Inn on Airline Highway in Metairie, a suburb of New Orleans.[31] At the Travel Inn, the two men photographed Swaggart outside Room 7 with Debra Murphree,[22][32] a local prostitute. Gorman arrived at the Travel Inn a short while later and confronted Swaggart.[33]

According to Swaggart: The Unauthorized Biography of an American Evangelist, Gorman secured a promise from Swaggart that he would publicly apologize to Gorman and begin the process of Gorman's reinstatement to the Assemblies of God. Gorman offered to remain silent if Swaggart would publicly say that he lied about Gorman's affairs. Gorman waited almost a year, then hand-delivered a note to Swaggart informing him that his time was up; Swaggart did not respond. On February 16, 1988, Gorman contacted James Hamil, one of the 13-man Executive Presbytery of the Assemblies of God, to expose Swaggart's assignation with the prostitute.[34] The presbytery leadership of the Assemblies of God suspended Swaggart from broadcasting his television program for three months.[citation needed]

According to the Associated Press, Murphree failed a polygraph test administered by a New York City Police Department polygraph expert.[35] The test administrator concluded that Murphree had failed to tell the truth on all key questions concerning her statement. The test was administered after Murphree offered to sell the story to the National Enquirer for $100,000. Murphree failed questions about whether she was paid or promised money to "set up" Swaggart, and whether she made up the story to make money from it.[36] In place of Murphree's interview, Enquirer editor Paul Levy published an accounting of Swaggart's family where they allegedly expressed their fears over Swaggart's health.[37] Murphree, who blamed her failed polygraph on "cocaine use" the day before the test was given, was interviewed in Penthouse magazine.[38]


This image of Swaggart brought to tears while delivering his "I have sinned" speech has often been used as a representation of the televangelist scandals of the late 1980s.
On February 21, 1988, without giving any details regarding his transgressions, Swaggart delivered what came to be known as his "I have sinned" speech on live television. He spoke tearfully to his family, congregation, TV audience, and ended his speech with a prayer: "I have sinned against You, my Lord, and I would ask that Your Precious Blood ... would wash and cleanse every stain until it is in the seas of God's forgetfulness never to be remembered against me anymore."[22][39]

The national presbytery of the Assemblies of God extended Swaggart's suspension to their standard two-year suspension for sexual immorality. His return to the pulpit coincided with the end of the three-month suspension originally ordered by the denomination. Believing that Swaggart was not genuinely repentant in submitting to their authority, the hierarchy of the Assemblies of God defrocked him and therein removed his credentials and ministerial license.[40]

Swaggart then became an independent and non-denominational Pentecostal minister, establishing Jimmy Swaggart Ministries, based at the Family Worship Center in Baton Rouge and the SonLife Broadcasting Network (SBN) which broadcasts in the United States and other countries.[41][better source needed]

1991 prostitution scandal
On October 11, 1991, Swaggart was found in the company of a prostitute for a second time. He was pulled over by a police officer in Indio, California, for driving on the wrong side of the road. With him in the vehicle was a woman named Rosemary Garcia. According to Garcia, Swaggart had stopped to propose sex to her on the side of the road. She later told reporters: "He asked me for sex. I mean, that's why he stopped me. That's what I do. I'm a prostitute."[42] This time, rather than confessing his sins to his congregation, Swaggart told those at Family Worship Center, "The Lord told me it's flat none of your business."[43] He then temporarily stepped down as head of his ministry for "a time of healing and counseling".[44]

Main article: Jimmy Swaggart Ministries
Radio
Swaggart started SonLife Radio on the noncommercial FM band. Unlike his previous stations, SonLife was commercial-free and it did not sell time to outside ministries; the preaching and teaching were all produced in-house. The music which it played was primarily Southern gospel. SonLife Radio is streamed on the internet.[45][better source needed]

The network's flagship station is WJFM in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.[46]

Television
In 1973, Swaggart proposed to television producers in Nashville a television program including a fairly large music segment, a short sermon, and time for talking about current ministry projects. They accepted, and within weeks the Jimmy Swaggart Telecast was being broadcast around the United States.[citation needed] In 1981, Swaggart launched a daily television program titled A Study in the Word. From the beginning, the primary cable channels which the program was aired on were CBN Cable (now Freeform), TBN, and the old PTL Network (now the Inspiration Network).[citation needed]

In 1988, Swaggart lost some of his broadcast and merchandise rights following his first prostitution scandal.[33][47] In 1991, his career as a standard televangelist ended after more local TV stations canceled their contracts with him following his second prostitution scandal.[48][49][50]

Jimmy Swaggart Bible College
In autumn 1984, Swaggart opened Jimmy Swaggart Bible College (JSBC). The college originally provided education and communication degrees.[citation needed] JSBC enrollment dropped drastically in 1988 when students left as a result of Swaggart's scandal and that was followed by accreditation issues.[51]

In 1991, JSBC was renamed the World Evangelism Bible College and enrollment dropped to 370 students. The college closed programs in music, physical education, secretarial science, and communications that October and disbanded its basketball team. In November "the college laid off three Bible professors and an English professor, effective at the end of the fall semester".[52]

Print
Swaggart wrote about 50 Christian books offered through his ministry.[citation needed] He was the author of the Expositor's Study Bible,[53] 13 study guides, and 38 commentaries on the Bible. The ministry publishes a monthly magazine, The Evangelist.[54] Swaggart published Religious Rock n Roll: A Wolf in Sheep's Clothing, in 1985.[55]

Music
In 1981, Swaggart received a Grammy Award nomination for Best Gospel Performance, Traditional for his album Worship.[56]

On June 30, 2025, one day before his death, Swaggart was inducted as part of the Southern Gospel Hall of Fame Class of 2025.[57]

Personal life and death
Swaggart married Frances Anderson on October 10, 1952. The marriage produced one child.[58] Donnie Swaggart and his son, Gabriel Swaggart, are also preachers, making four generations of the Swaggart family to have become involved in ministerial work.[59][60]

Although Swaggart was known as a leading figure in the emergence of the Christian Right, he had no political affiliation.[61]

On June 15, 2025, it was reported that Swaggart had been hospitalized and was in intensive care after going into cardiac arrest at his home. His son, Donnie Swaggart, stated of his father: "Without a miracle, his time will be short."[62]

Swaggart died in Baton Rouge on July 1, 2025, at age 90.[63][64]

John Fullerton MacArthur Jr. (June 19, 1939 – July 14, 2025) was an American Calvinist Baptist pastor, theologian, author, and broadcaster. He was the founder of Grace to You, a nationally syndicated radio and television Bible teaching program.[1] He was also the longtime pastor of Grace Community Church, a non-denominational church in Sun Valley, California from 1969 until his death in 2025.[2] Additionally, MacArthur served as the chancellor emeritus of The Master's University and The Master's Seminary, both based in Santa Clarita, California.

MacArthur was known for his advocacy of expository preaching, and was recognized by Christianity Today as one of the most influential Christian preachers of his era.[3] MacArthur wrote or edited more than 150 books. Among them The MacArthur Study Bible, sold more than one million copies and received a Gold Medallion Book Award.[4] In 2021, he worked with a team from The Master's Seminary and the Lockman Foundation to produce the Legacy Standard Bible (LSB), an update of the 1995 edition of the New American Standard Bible NASB.

MacArthur was born in Los Angeles to Baptist radio preacher Jack MacArthur. He was educated at Bob Jones University, Los Angeles Pacific College, and Talbot Theological Seminary, earning a Master of Divinity in 1964. Following his father’s example, he began ministry in Southern California, serving as an associate pastor and later as the youngest pastor of Grace Community Church in 1969. MacArthur’s radio and television program, Grace to You, began broadcasting in 1977. Over his decades-long ministry, he completed a 42-year sermon series covering the entire New Testament and remained a prominent voice in evangelical Christianity until his death in 2025.

Theologically, MacArthur was known for his staunch positions on cessationism, Young Earth creationism, complementarianism, and Lordship salvation, often sparking debate within evangelical circles. He criticized modern Charismatic practices, opposed same-sex marriage and the ordination of women, and promoted a literal interpretation of Scripture within dispensational theology. His ministry faced controversies, including disputes over pastoral qualifications, responses to domestic violence, and his defiance of COVID-19 public health mandates. MacArthur authored numerous books on theology, biblical interpretation, and Christian living.

Early life and education
John MacArthur was born on June 19, 1939, in Los Angeles, California, to Baptist radio preacher Jack MacArthur and Irene Dockendorf. He was the grandson of Canadian Anglican minister Harry MacArthur (d. 1950).[2][5][6][7] In a 1979 interview, he stated that he was "distantly related to General Douglas MacArthur [...] a fifth cousin."[8][9]

Following in his father's path, MacArthur attended Bob Jones University in Greenville, South Carolina from 1957 to 1959. After a gap year, he enrolled at Los Angeles Pacific College, affiliated with the Free Methodist Church in 1960.[2] He earned a Master of Divinity degree in 1964 from the Talbot Theological Seminary, graduate school of the Bible Institute of Los Angeles' new in La Mirada, California.[2]

Career
When MacArthur was at Bob Jones University, his father recruited him to the Voice of Calvary singing quartet, often broadcast on Christian radio in Southern California. Then, from 1964 to 1966, he was hired by his father to be an associate pastor at the Harry MacArthur Memorial Bible Church (now Calvary Bible Church) in Burbank, California, which his father Jack had planted and named for his own father.[5] From 1966 to 1969, John MacArthur served as the faculty representative for Talbot Theological Seminary. On February 9, 1969, he was brought on as the third and the youngest yet, pastor at the non-denominational Grace Community Church of Sun Valley, a neighborhood of Los Angeles adjacent to Burbank.[10] MacArthur's daily radio and television program, Grace to You, began as sermons from the Grace Community Church pulpit recorded on reel-to-reel (and then audio cassettes). In 1977, the sermons were first broadcast on WRBS in Baltimore, Maryland, and the radio ministry of the church was born.[11][12] Also in 1977, he received an honorary degree from Grace Graduate School in 1976 and from Talbot Theological Seminary (a Doctor of Divinity degree in 1977).[13]

In 1985, MacArthur was made the president of Los Angeles Baptist College, now The Master's University, a four-year Christian liberal arts college.[14] In 1986, he was named the president of The Master's Seminary.[15] On June 5, 2011, MacArthur completed a 42 year long sermon series of the entire New Testament at Grace Community Church, a self-described life goal.[16][17]

His final sermon that he preached was at Grace Community Church on November 24, 2024.[18]

Theological positions
Calvinism
John MacArthur held to classic five point Calvinism (total depravity, unconditional election, limited atonement, irresistible grace and perseverance of the saints).

Cessationism
John MacArthur was a cessationist, who believed the "sign gifts", such as prophecy described in the Bible, were temporarily granted to the apostles to authenticate the origin and truth of the scriptures. He held that these gifts ceased to be given after the close of the Apostolic Age, having served the purpose.[19] MacArthur was a prominent critic of the continuationist beliefs of Pentecostalism and the Charismatic movement, which assert that God continues to grant spiritual gifts today. He authored three books on the subject. In October 2013, his church hosted the "Strange Fire Conference" to mark the launch of his book, Strange Fire[20] featuring various speakers who advocated cessationist theology and critiqued the Charismatic movement.[21][19]

MacArthur said that modern "visions, revelations, voices from heaven... dreams, speaking in tongues, prophecies, out-of-body experiences, trip to heaven, anointings, miracles [are] all false, all lies, all deceptions attributed falsely to the Holy Spirit." He described the Charismatic movement has "stolen the Holy Spirit and created a golden calf, and they're dancing around the golden calf as if it were the Holy Spirit."[22][23]

Christology
In 1983, MacArthur first publicly taught the doctrine of "incarnational sonship," holding that Jesus became the Son of God at His incarnation rather than eternally existing as the Son. In 1989, after receiving criticism, he defended his views in a plenary session at the annual convention of the Independent Fundamental Churches of America (IFCA). Approximately a decade later, MacArthur retracted this position in an article published by Grace to You,[24] stating that he had come to affirm the eternal Father-Son relationship in the Godhead and no longer regarded Christ's sonship as a role assumed only at the incarnation.

Complementarianism
John MacArthur stated that he believed Scripture opposes both "male chauvinist and feminist views."[25] He held a complementarian position on gender roles,[26] maintaining that the Bible forbids women from preaching to men or exercising authority over men in church settings. MacArthur taught that the roles of elder and pastor are restricted to men. To support his view, he cited the biblical passages of 1 Timothy 2:11–12 and 1 Corinthians 14:34–35.[27][28][29]

Dispensational theology
MacArthur viewed himself as being a "leaky dispensationalist"[30] to acknowledge the areas where his views differ from traditional dispensationalism.[31] Specifically, he emphasized a literal interpretation of Scripture and a distinction between Israel and the Church.[32] He held to the premillennialist view of eschatology, a pre-tribulational rapture of the church, and a literal millennium.[33] He believed the Bible teaches a completely restored Israel shall inherit physical ownership of the land of Canaan on the earth.[34][35]

Gender and sexuality
MacArthur was against same-sex marriage as well as a critic of the ordination of women and the social justice movement.[36] He delivered multiple sermons in which he discussed these issues.[37]

With respect to sexual orientation, he asserted that "no one is gay" as "God didn't hardwire anybody"[38] to be gay any more than he "hardwires" individuals to be adulterers or bank robbers.[39] He compared the assertion that sexual orientation is a born trait to a hypothetical bank robber's protestation, "That's like saying, 'You know, I keep robbing banks, but I'm a robber. I'm a bank robber. What am I gonna do? I'm a bank robber.' That is not an excuse for what you do."[39]

Lordship Salvation
MacArthur taught that Romans 10:9 describes the doctrine of Lordship salvation when it says, "if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved".[40] The submission to Jesus as Lord when converting to faith in Jesus Christ became known to Arminians as the "Lordship salvation controversy" in the 1980s. MacArthur argued that one component of free grace theology is confessing Jesus Christ as Lord. He said, "You must receive Jesus Christ for who He is, both Lord and Savior, to be truly saved."[41] Regarding eternal security, he felt that "It should never be presented merely as a matter of being once saved, always saved with no regard for what you believe or do. The writer also states frankly that only those who continue living holy lives will enter the Lord's presence." His views stirred up controversy within American evangelicalism and were challenged in print by Free Grace theologians including Charles Ryrie and Zane C. Hodges, who argued that MacArthur's ministry was teaching a form of works-based salvation. However, MacArthur defended his position by sourcing two tapes recorded in 1989 when he was asked to "reason together with the IFCA man."[42] Defending his position, MacArthur often referenced Matthew 7:21-23, “Not everyone who says to Me,‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’... Then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ [43]

Young Earth creationism
MacArthur advocated Young Earth creationism in his book The Battle For the Beginning (2001) as well as in his sermons.[44] Speaking about evolutionary theory, he writes that Christians "ought to expose such lies for what they are and oppose them vigorously." He argued that "the battle for the beginning is ultimately a battle between two mutually exclusive faiths—faith in Scripture versus faith in anti-theistic hypotheses. It is not really a battle between science and the Bible."[45]

Recognition
MacArthur received an honorary degree from Grace Graduate School in 1976 and from Talbot Theological Seminary (a Doctor of Divinity degree in 1977).[13] He spoke at events, conferences, and seminars including the annual Shepherd's Conference,[46] Keith & Kristyn Getty's Sing! Conference,[47] the Resolved conference,[48] and the G3 Conference.[49]

He was a guest on CNN's Larry King Live,[50] The Ben Shapiro Show,[51] FOX News, and MSNBC in addition to other news programs and documentaries.

Notable controversies or disputes
Qualification of pastors
In 2012, at the annual Shepherd's Conference, MacArthur was participating in a word association questionnaire when the moderator gave the name "Steven Furtick." MacArthur responded "unqualified" and proceeded to argue that Furtick, pastor of Elevation Church, was not qualified, by Biblical standards, to be a pastor.[52] Furtick responded to this comment in his 2016 book Unqualified: How God Uses Broken People to Do Big Things.

In 2019 at the Truth Matters Conference, during another word association questionnaire, MacArthur was given the prompt "Beth Moore". He responded, "Go home." Reiterating his stance on 1 Timothy 2:12, he continued, "There is no case that can be made biblically for a woman preacher. Period. Paragraph. End of discussion."[53] Moore responded to this by posting on her X account, "I did not surrender to a calling of man when I was 18 years old. I surrendered to a calling of God. It never occurs to me for a second to not fulfill it."[54]

Defense of slavery
In 2012 MacArthur stated, "It's a little strange that we have such an aversion to slavery because historically there have been abuses... To throw out slavery as a concept, simply because there have been abuses, I think is to miss the point... Working for a gentle, caring, loving master was the best of all possible worlds. If you had the right master, everything was taken care of... Slavery is not objectionable if you have the right master."[55][56]

COVID-19
In 2020 and 2021, during the COVID-19 global crisis, MacArthur contravened orders from Los Angeles County public health officials regarding services at Grace Community Church and insisted that no one from the church had become seriously ill, despite reports to the contrary.[57] He stated that 94% of the deaths attributed to COVID-19 could not be directly attributed to the disease alone, citing data from the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).[58][59] Los Angeles County sued the church over its refusal to close down, and the church counter-sued, claiming that the County was violating rights to freedom of religion.[59] Eventually, all lawsuits were settled out of court with the County of Los Angeles and the state of California paying $400,000 each to Grace Community Church.[60][61]

The 2023 docu-drama, The Essential Church, details the events surrounding COVID-19 as well as GCC's response, among other churches in North America at the time.[62] The film explores the struggle between the Church and government throughout history, paralleling modern conflict with those from the past who sacrificed their lives for their beliefs.[63][64][65]

Response to domestic violence
In March 2022, The Roys Report published an investigation critical of Grace Community Church (GCC) and its pastor, John MacArthur.[66] Some female victims of domestic violence, according to the findings, were reportedly asked to return to their husbands or face excommunication. Hohn Cho, a GCC elder, said that he advised MacArthur to reconsider that stance.[67]

Personal life
In his early years, MacArthur dreamed of playing professional football, but a serious car accident at age 18 changed the trajectory of his future.[68][69]

Under Charles L. Feinberg,[2][70] he studied the Bible extensively and practiced expository teaching and preaching. In 1963, MacArthur met his wife, Patricia Sue Smith,[2][69] and they married in the same year.[71] They lived in southern California and had four married children: Matt, Marcy, Mark, and Melinda[72] as well as fifteen grandchildren, and nine great-grandchildren.[73]

Illness and death
MacArthur was diagnosed with atrial fibrillation in January 2023 and underwent surgery to correct it with the implantation of cardiac stents.[74][75] In July 2023, he had a catheter inserted to further treat the condition, and was absent from the ministry (publicly) for a few weeks.[76][75] In the second half of 2024, he underwent an additional three surgeries,[77] including an aorta replacement and a procedure on his lungs to treat fluid build-up. After several months away, he briefly returned to limited public ministry in November 2024.[75][78][79] However, on January 6, 2025, it was reported that recovery from the surgeries had been slower than expected, and that he had been in hospital for two weeks with "occasional setbacks affecting his heart, lungs, and kidneys."[77][79]

On July 13, 2025, Grace Community Church associate pastor Tom Patton announced during a Sunday service that MacArthur had contracted pneumonia and was not expected to recover. Patton said that MacArthur had been admitted to the hospital, and that he "may be in the presence of the Lord soon."[80][81] MacArthur died the next day, July 14, at a hospital in Santa Clarita, California, at the age of 86 at 6:17pm PT.[6][2]

His memorial service was on 23 August 2025, at Grace Community Church. It featured comments from some notable Christian figures, including John Piper, Alistair Begg, and Joni Eareckson Tada. In addition, the sermon was preached by Sinclair B. Ferguson and sung worship was, in part, led by Keith and Kristen Getty.[82]

James Clayton Dobson Jr.[a] (April 21, 1936 – August 21, 2025) was an American evangelical Christian author, psychologist and founder of Focus on the Family (FotF), which he led from 1977 until 2010. In the 1980s, he was ranked as one of the most influential spokesmen for conservative social positions in American public life.[1] Although never an ordained minister, he was called "the nation's most influential evangelical leader" by The New York Times while Slate portrayed him as being a successor to evangelical leaders Jerry Falwell and Pat Robertson.[2][3][4]

As part of his former role in the organization he produced the daily radio program Focus on the Family, which the organization has said was broadcast in more than a dozen languages and on over 7,000 stations worldwide, and reportedly heard daily by more than 220 million people in 164 countries. Focus on the Family was also carried by about 60 U.S. television stations daily.[5] In 2010, he launched the radio broadcast Family Talk with Dr. James Dobson.[6][7]

Dobson advocated for "family values"—the instruction of children in heterosexuality and traditional gender roles, which he believed are mandated by the Bible. The goal of this was to promote heterosexual marriage, which he viewed as a cornerstone of civilization that was to be protected from his perceived dangers of feminism and the LGBTQ rights movement. Dobson sought to equip his audience to fight in the American culture war, which he called the "Civil War of Values".

His writing career began as an assistant to Paul Popenoe. After Dobson's rise to prominence through promoting corporal punishment of disobedient children in the 1970s, he became a founder of purity culture in the 1990s. He promoted his ideas via his various Focus on the Family affiliated organizations, the Family Research Council which he founded in 1981, Family Policy Alliance which he founded in 2004, the Dr. James Dobson Family Institute which he founded in 2010, and a network of US state-based lobbying organizations called Family Policy Councils.

Early life and education
James Clayton Dobson Jr. was born to Myrtle Georgia (née Dillingham) and James C. Dobson Sr. on April 21, 1936, in Shreveport, Louisiana.[8][9][10] From his earliest childhood, religion played a central part in his life. He once told a reporter that he learned to pray before he learned to talk, and says he gave his life to Jesus at the age of three, in response to an altar call by his father.[11] He was the son, grandson, and great-grandson of Church of the Nazarene ministers.[12]

His parents were traveling evangelists; as a child, Dobson often stayed with family members while his parents were out traveling.[13] Like most Nazarenes, they forbade dancing and going to movies. Young Jimmie Lee, as he was called, concentrated on his studies.[14] As a teenager, he was rebellious, though he eventually found a close relationship with his father.[13]

Dobson's mother was intolerant of "sassiness" and would strike her child with whatever object came to hand, including a shoe or belt; she once gave Dobson a "massive blow" with a girdle outfitted with straps and buckles.[15][16] Dobson studied academic psychology and came to believe that he was being called to become a Christian counselor or perhaps a Christian psychologist.[11] He attended Pasadena College (now Point Loma Nazarene University) as an undergraduate, where he met his wife, Shirley, and served as captain of the school's tennis team. Dobson graduated in 1958, served in the National Guard for six months, and began working at Children's Hospital Los Angeles.[17][18][19] In 1967, Dobson received his doctorate in psychology from the University of Southern California in Los Angeles.[20]

Career
Early career
In 1967, he became an Associate Clinical Professor of Pediatrics at the University of Southern California School of Medicine for 14 years.[20] At USC he was exposed to troubled youth and the counterculture of the 1960s. He found it "a distressing time to be so young" because society offered him no moral absolutes he felt he could rely upon. Opposition to United States involvement in the Vietnam War was blossoming into a widespread rejection of authority, which Dobson viewed as "a sudden disintegration of moral and ethical principles" among Americans his age and the younger people he saw in clinical practice. This convinced him that "the institution of the family was disintegrating."[21]

Based on these experiences, in 1970 Dobson published Dare to Discipline. The book encouraged parents to assert their authority over their children, particularly by corporal punishment. Dobson saw children as rebellious and inherently sinful and believed a rejection of authority to be the source of societal problems.[13] He wrote that "Respect for leadership is the glue that holds social organization together. Without it there is chaos, violence, and insecurity for everyone."[22]

He spent 17 years on the staff of the Children's Hospital of Los Angeles in the Division of Child Development and Medical Genetics. For a time, Dobson worked as an assistant to Paul Popenoe and counselor at Popenoe's Institute of Family Relations, a marriage-counseling center, in Los Angeles.[23][24] Popenoe counseled couples on the importance of same-race marriage and adherence to gender norms for the purpose of eugenics. Under Popenoe, Dobson published about male-female differences and the dangers of feminism.[25] When the American Psychological Association de-pathologized homosexuality by removing it from their list of mental disorders in 1973, Dobson resigned from the organization in protest.[26] In 1976, he took a sabbatical from USC and Children's Hospital; he never returned.

With funding from a Christian publisher, he began to broadcast his ideas on the radio and in public lectures. Saying that he feared to repeat the mistakes of his own absentee father by being away on the lecture circuit, Dobson video recorded and distributed his lectures. He sent a representative around the country to solicit funding from evangelical businessmen and distribute the videos. A video about absent fathers titled Where's Dad? had 100 million views by the early 1980s.[27]

Focus on the Family
In 1977, he founded Focus on the Family.[28] He grew the organization into a multimedia empire by the mid-1990s, including 10 radio programs, 11 magazines, numerous videos, and basketball camps, and program of faxing suggested sermon topics and bulletin fillers to thousands of churches every week.[29] In 1995, the organization's budget was more than $100 million annually.[30]

Before becoming famous for the radio ministry, he created the "Focus on the Family Film Series" released in 1978[31] based on his Family Life seminars.

Jimmy Carter organized a White House Conference on Families in 1979–1980 that explicitly included a "diversity of families" with various structures.[32] Dobson objected to this, believing that only his preferred notion of the traditional family—one headed by a male breadwinner married to a female caregiver—should be endorsed by the conference. He also objected to the fact that he was not invited to the planning for the event. At Dobson's urging, his listeners wrote 80,000 letters to the White House asking for Dobson to be invited, which he eventually was. This demonstrated to Dobson his power to rally his followers for political ends.[33]

Beginning in 1980, Dobson built networks of political activists and founded lobbying organizations that advocated against LGBTQ rights and opposed legal abortion, among other socially conservative policy goals. He nurtured relationships with conservative politicians, such as Ronald Reagan. He was among the founders of Family Research Council in 1981, a federal lobbying organization classified as a hate group, and Family Policy Councils that lobby at the level of state government. When Focus on the Family moved to Colorado Springs in 1991, the city started to be called "the Vatican of the Religious Right" with Dobson imagined as an evangelical pope.[34]

Focus on the Family established an ex-gay program called Love Won Out in 1998. The program promoted conversion therapy, the pseudoscientific practice of attempting to make gay people straight. Dobson increased his promotion of Love Won Out in 2000 upon discovering that opposition to gay marriage was helping the Christian Right gain members and voters.[35] State-level affiliates of FotF drafted gay marriage bans in several states, starting with Nebraska Initiative 416 in 2000.[36] Dobson broadcast that gay marriage was turning children from faithful Christian homes against God. His arguments caused large evangelical turnouts in support of the gay marriage prohibitions, resulting in defense of marriage amendments to thirty U.S. state constitutions.[37]

Dobson stepped down as president and CEO of Focus on the Family in 2003, and resigned from the position of chairman of the board in February 2009.[38] Dobson explained his departure as twofold: firstly, to allow a smooth transfer of leadership to the next generation, and in this case, to Jim Daly whom he directly appointed as his replacement. And secondly, because he and Daly had divergent views on policy, "especially when it comes to confronting those who would weaken the family and undermine our faith."[39] After he stepped down, Focus on the Family hired an orthodoxy expert to maintain Dobson's message.[40] Free to become more explicitly political without imperiling Focus on the Family's tax exemptions, Dobson rededicated himself primarily to lobbying instead of advice to families. While Daly attempted to appeal to a new generation of evangelicals with softened messages on abortion and homosexuality, Dobson remained hard-line. Focus on the Family removed archives of Dobson's writing from their headquarters and website.[41]

Ted Bundy interview
Dobson interviewed serial killer Ted Bundy on-camera the day before Bundy's execution on January 24, 1989. The interview became controversial because Bundy was given an opportunity to attempt to explain his actions (the rape and murder of 30 young women). Bundy claimed in the interview (in a reversal of his previous stance) that violent pornography played a significant role in molding and crystallizing his fantasies. In May 1989, during an interview with John Tanner, a Republican Florida prosecutor, Dobson called for Bundy to be forgiven. The Bundy tapes gave Focus on the Family revenues of over $1 million, $600,000 of which it donated to anti-pornography groups and to anti-abortion groups.[42][43]

Shift to political activity
In 2004, Dobson founded Family Policy Alliance, a lobbying arm of his media empire. With a more permissive tax status than Focus on the Family, it was allowed to directly fundraise for political campaigns.[44] The Alliance also coordinates the action of Dobson's network of state-based Family Policy Councils. Together, these organizations seek to encode traditional gender roles into public policy and law.[45] They consider LGBTQ rights to be a threatening "agenda".[46]

Throughout its existence, Dobson has attacked the President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), a US government program to fight AIDS worldwide. In 2006, he said that "80 percent of this money is going toward terrible programs that are immoral as well as ineffective. For example, to promote condom distribution, people associated with these government programs have dressed up like condoms and created ceramic sculptures of male genitalia."[47] He renewed his attack in 2023, falsely claiming that PEPFAR funds abortions.[48] Focus on the Family received a grant of $49,505 through PEPFAR in 2017 to operate an abstinence-only purity pledge program.[49]

Dr. James Dobson Family Institute
In 2010, Dobson founded the Dr. James Dobson Family Institute,[50] a non-profit organization that produces his radio program, Dr. James Dobson's Family Talk. He stepped away from leadership of the Dr. James Dobson Family Institute in 2022, naming Joe Waresak the new president. He continued to broadcast his radio show.[51]

Dobson frequently appeared as a guest on the Fox News Channel.[52]

Personal life and death
Dobson and Shirley Deere were married on August 26, 1960. The couple had two children.[53] Dobson turned control of some of Focus on the Family's youth-oriented magazine titles over to his son Ryan Dobson in 2009.[54] He gave his daughter a golden key necklace as a gift when she voiced her commitment to sexual purity at age ten. He encouraged other parents to give similar gifts.[55]

Dobson died at his home in Colorado Springs, Colorado, on August 21, 2025, at the age of 89.[10][56]

Awards
At the invitation of Presidents and Attorneys General,[57] Dobson has also served on government advisory panels and testified at several government hearings. He was given the "Layman of the Year" award by the National Association of Evangelicals in 1982, "The Children's Friend" honor by Childhelp USA (an advocate agency against child abuse) in 1987, and the Humanitarian Award by the California Psychological Association in 1988. In 2005, Dobson received an honorary doctorate from Indiana Wesleyan University and was inducted into IWU's Society of World Changers, while speaking at the university's Academic Convocation.[58][5]

In 2008, Dobson's Focus on the Family program was inducted into the National Radio Hall of Fame to controversy from secular listeners opposed to Dobson's views, along with those supporting LGBTQ rights.[59][60][61][62][63][64]
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Views on marriage
James Dobson was a strong proponent of marriage defined as "one where husband and wife are lawfully married, are committed to each other for life", and have a homemaker mother and breadwinner father.[65] According to his view, women are not deemed inferior to men because both are created in God's image, but each gender has biblically mandated roles.[66][non-primary source needed] He recommended that married women with children under the age of 18 focus on mothering, rather than work outside the home.[67]

Dobson could be said to have viewed marriage as a transaction in which women exchange sex for protection:[68]

The natural sex appeal of girls serves as their primary source of bargaining power in the game of life. In exchange for feminine affection and love, a man accepts a girl as his lifetime responsibility—supplying her needs and caring for her welfare. This sexual aspect of the marital agreement can hardly be denied.[68]

— James Dobson, Dare to Discipline (1970)
He advised wives to use their social and sexual skills to coerce their husbands into becoming good partners. By doing this, according to Dobson, women would transform male lust into love, and male destructive impulses into useful accomplishments. He regarded heterosexual marriage as the cornerstone of civilization, as women fulfilled their role of civilizing their husbands.[68][69]

In his 2004 book Marriage Under Fire, Dobson suggested that heterosexual marriage rates in Denmark, Norway, and Sweden was falling due to the recognition of same-sex relationships by those countries during the 1990s. He remarked that the "institution of marriage in those countries is rapidly dying" as a result, with most young people cohabiting or choosing to remain single (living alone) and illegitimacy rates rising in some Norwegian counties up to 80%.[70]

Dobson wrote that "every civilization in the world" had been built upon marriage.[71] He also believed that homosexuality was neither a choice nor genetic, but was caused by external factors during early childhood.[72] He anecdotally cited as evidence the life of actress Anne Heche,[73][74] who was previously in a relationship with Ellen DeGeneres. Criticizing "the realities of judicial tyranny", Dobson wrote that "[t]here is no issue today that is more significant to our culture than the defense of the family. Not even the war on terror eclipses it."[75]

Views on schooling
Focus on the Family supports[76] private school vouchers and tax credits for religious schools. According to the Focus on the Family website, Dobson believed that parents were ultimately responsible for their children's education, and encourages parents to visit their children's schools to ask questions and to join the PTA so that they may voice their opinions.[77] Dobson opposed sex education curricula that are not abstinence-only.[78][79]

According to People for the American Way, Focus on the Family material has been used to challenge a book or curriculum taught in public schools.[57] Critics, such as People for the American Way, allege that Focus on the Family encourages Christian teachers to establish prayer groups in public schools.[57][80] Dobson supported student-led prayer in public schools,[57] and believed that allowing student-led Christian prayer in schools did not violate the First Amendment to the United States Constitution.[81]

Views on discipline of children
In his book Dare to Discipline, Dobson advocated the spanking of children as young as fifteen months and up to eight years old when they misbehave, using switches or belts kept on the child's dresser as a reminder of authority.[82] In Dobson's opinion, parents must uphold their authority and do so consistently.[83] Dobson said corporal punishment should end with the child asking for forgiveness and receiving a hug.[84] After the spanking, he believed in having a "heart to heart" talk with a child, which provided an opportunity to re-bond and express love to the child.[85] Though Dare to Discipline was not overtly political, Dobson considered his parenting techniques to be the solution to the social unrest of the 1960s. The book was a rebuttal to Benjamin Spock, whose parenting ideas were more permissive.[82][86] By returning to the authoritarian parenting style popular in prior eras, Dobson hoped to preserve order, obedience, and social hierarchy. The book quickly sold over two million copies, establishing Dobson as a trusted authority among parents bewildered by the rapid changes of the era.[87][88][25]

In The Strong-Willed Child, Dobson drew an analogy between the defiance of a family pet and that of a small child, and concludes that "just as surely as a dog will occasionally challenge the authority of his leaders, so will a little child—only more so."[89] The Strong-Willed Child says that if authority is portrayed correctly to a child, the child will understand how to interact with other authority figures:

By learning to yield to the loving authority... of his parents, a child learns to submit to other forms of authority which will confront him later in his life—his teachers, school principal, police, neighbors and employers.[90]

If allowed to challenge parental authority, Dobson says, children would challenge God's authority when they grew older. Hence, rebellion must be punished to protect the child's salvation. Believing that "pain is a marvelous purifier", Dobson recommended corporal punishment as the most effective way to keep the child subordinate to adults. He believed the parent should model both divine mercy and wrath to prepare the inherently sinful child for a relationship with God.[91] Dobson warned of the dire consequences of failing to discipline one's children: "Eli, the priest, permitted his sons to desecrate the temple. All three were put to death."[92]

He warned against "harsh spanking", as he found it unnecessary to beat a child into submission.[83] In a 1997 book, he warns that "discipline must not be harsh and destructive to the child's spirit."[93] Dobson considers disciplining children to be a necessary but unpleasant part of raising children which should only be carried out by qualified parents:

Anyone who has ever abused a child—or has ever felt himself losing control during a spanking—should not expose the child to that tragedy. Anyone who has a violent temper that at times becomes unmanageable should not use that approach. Anyone who secretly 'enjoys' the administration of corporal punishment should not be the one to implement it.[94]

When asked "How long do you think a child should be allowed to cry after being punished? Is there a limit?" Dobson responded:

Yes, I believe there should be a limit. As long as the tears represent a genuine release of emotion, they should be permitted to fall. But crying quickly changes from inner sobbing to an expression of protest... Real crying usually lasts two minutes or less but may continue for five. After that point, the child is merely complaining, and the change can be recognized in the tone and intensity of his voice. I would require him to stop the protest crying, usually by offering him a little more of whatever caused the original tears. In younger children, crying can easily be stopped by getting them interested in something else.[95]

Sociologists John Bartkowski and Christopher Ellison have stated that Dobson's views "diverge sharply from those recommended by contemporary mainstream experts" and are not based on any sort of empirical testing, but rather are nothing more than expressions of his religious doctrines of "biblical literalism and 'authority-mindedness.'"[96] In the 1980s, Penelope Leach wrote that Dobson's approach was ineffective because, rather than establishing parental authority, spanking only communicates parental frustration and weakness.[97]

Although childrearing experts have discredited corporal punishment, Dobson did not change his views. In 2015, he wrote that, when spanking fails to make a child obey, the problem may be that the parent is not hitting hard enough or frequently enough.[98]

Views on tolerance and diversity
In the winter of 2004–2005, the We Are Family Foundation sent American elementary schools approximately 60,000 copies of a free DVD using popular cartoon characters (especially SpongeBob SquarePants) to "promote tolerance and diversity".[99] Dobson contended that tolerance and diversity were "buzzwords" that the We Are Family Foundation misused as part of a "hidden agenda" to promote homosexuality.[100] Kate Zernik pointed out Dobson asserting: "tolerance and its first cousin, diversity, 'are almost always buzzwords for homosexual advocacy.'"[101] He said on the Focus on the Family website that "childhood symbols are apparently being hijacked to promote an agenda that involves teaching homosexual propaganda to children."[102] He offered as evidence the association of many leading LGBTQ rights organizations, including GLAAD, GLSEN, HRC, and PFLAG, with the We Are Family Foundation as shown by links which he claims once existed on their website.[103][104]

The We Are Family Foundation countered that Dobson had mistaken their organization with "an unrelated Web site belonging to another group called 'We Are Family', which supports gay youth."[105] Dobson countered:

I want to be clear: the We Are Family Foundation—the organization that sponsored the video featuring SpongeBob and the other characters was, until this flap occurred, making available a variety of explicitly pro-homosexual materials on its Web site. It has since endeavored to hide that fact, but my concerns are as legitimate today as they were when I first expressed them in January.[103]

In September 2005, Tolerance.org published a follow-up message advertising the DVD's continued availability, including We Are Family Foundation president Nancy Hunt's speculation that many of the DVDs may be "still sitting in boxes, unused, because of Dobson's vitriolic attack".[100]

Views on homosexuality
In Dobson's view, homosexuality results from influences in a child's environment rather than an inborn trait. He said that homosexual behavior, specifically "unwanted same-sex attraction", has been and can be "overcome" through understanding developmental models for homosexuality and choosing to heal the complex developmental issues which led to same-sex attraction.[74]

Focus on the Family ministry sponsored[76] the monthly conference Love Won Out, where participants hear "powerful stories of ex-gay men and women".[72] Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (P-FLAG) protested against the conference in Orlando, questioning both its methodology and supposed success.[106] In regards to the conference, Dobson stated that

Gay activists come with preconceived notions about who we are and what we believe and about the hate that boils from within, which is simply not true. Regardless of what the media might say, Focus on the Family has no interest in promoting hatred toward homosexuals or anyone else. We also don't wish to deprive them of their basic constitutional rights. The Constitution applies to all of us.[107]

Dobson strongly opposed the movement to legitimize same-sex marriages.[108] In his book Bringing Up Boys, Dobson stated,

[T]he disorder is not typically 'chosen.' Homosexuals deeply resent being told that they selected this same-sex inclination in pursuit of sexual excitement or some other motive. It is unfair, and I don't blame them for being irritated by that assumption. Who among us would knowingly choose a path that would result in alienation from family, rejection by friends, disdain from the heterosexual world, exposure to sexually transmitted diseases such as AIDS and tuberculosis, and even a shorter lifespan?[109]

Critics have stated that Dobson's views on homosexuality do not represent the mainstream views of the mental health community, with Dan Gilgoff referring to the positions of the American Psychiatric Association and the American Psychological Association on homosexuality.[110][111] Sociologist Judith Stacey criticized Dobson for claiming that sociological studies show that gay couples do not make good parents. She stated that Dobson's claim "is a direct misrepresentation of my research".[112]

Dobson objected to a bill expanding the prohibition of sexual orientation-based discrimination in the areas of "public accommodation, housing practices, family planning services and twenty other areas". He said that, were such a bill passed, public businesses could no longer separate locker rooms and bathrooms by gender, which he claimed would lead to a situation where "every woman and little girl will have to fear that a predator, bisexual, cross-dresser or even a homosexual or heterosexual male might walk in and relieve himself in their presence".[113][114]

In 2017, Dobson was among the first to sign the Nashville Statement, written by the Council on Biblical Manhood and Womanhood.[115] The statement specifies conservative evangelical views on gender roles and sexuality, condemning LGBTQ-affirming Christians: "We affirm that it is sinful to approve of homosexual immorality or transgenderism and that such approval constitutes an essential departure from Christian faithfulness and witness."[116]

Views on mass shootings
In 2012, in a broadcast titled "A Nation Shaken by the Sandy Hook Tragedy", Dobson said that the mass shooting was a judgment by God because of American acceptance of gay marriage and legal abortion.[117] Similarly, Dobson said the 2019 El Paso shooting and mass shootings in general happen because "the LGBTQ movement is closing in on the God-inspired and established institution of the family."[118]

Views on abortion
Early in his career, Dobson appeared to accept abortion. He wrote a forward for a 1973 book, Sex is a Parent Affair, that takes a nonjudgmental stance toward abortion because "the Bible is silent on the subject" except for some interpretations of Exodus 21:22–23 which "may indicate a developing embryo or fetus was not regarded as a full human being". In general, the evangelical movement did not speak much about abortion until the 1980s.[119]

Starting in the 1980s, Dobson became a major force in the anti-abortion movement.[120] His message centered upon biblically moral mothers who sacrificed for their children; he chastised unmarried mothers or "rebellious", believing pregnancy to be a sacred duty. He broadcast interviews with women who kept pregnancies because their trust in God overcame their own emotions and desires.[121] Dobson contended that abortion invites women to reject God, diverts women from their natural role as mothers, and prevents more Christians from coming into the world. Ending abortion, in his view, would redeem society by binding women to their divine role.[122] Focus on the Family and its allied lobbying organizations are among the US's most powerful advocates for restrictions on abortion access.

Views on gender
Dobson viewed the gender binary as fundamental to humanity; he believed God created men and women to differ "in every cell of their bodies".[123] The complementary differences make them well-suited to traditional gender roles.[124] "Males and females differ biochemically, anatomically, and emotionally", according to Dobson. Men like to "hunt and fish and hike in the wilderness" while women prefer to "stay at home and wait for them". Because men have a fragile ego and women are emotionally vulnerable, "men derive self-esteem by being respected; women feel worthy when they are loved." Men and women are obligated to adhere to the "time-honored roles of protector and protected".[125] The effects of hormonal differences, he argues, make women more suited for the home.[126]

Dobson argued that confused gender relationships in a household result in homosexuality if a child displaces their sexual feelings onto the same-sex parent. Hence, parents should model a romance-like relationship with their opposite-sex child, according to Dobson, with the ultimate goal of steering the child toward heterosexual marriage as an adult.[124]

Dobson encouraged "daddy–daughter dating" in which fathers and daughters set aside time for special activities together. Because he believed heterosexuality must be cultivated, Dobson intended these romanticized attachments to model proper heterosexual partnership to girls age six or younger.[127] An employee of Dobson's created the first purity ball—a father-daughter dance event promoting female chastity—in 1998. Dobson promoted the purity balls on his radio show.[128] Along with other fundamentalist figures such as Billy Graham, Dobson is considered a founder of purity culture, a Christian subculture in which sexual immorality by women or LGBTQ people is considered a national threat.[129]

Dobson considered transgender people a threat, writing in 2016 that "a married man with any gumption" would defend his wife's privacy in the bathroom from "a strange-looking man, dressed like a woman".[130] He also considered feminists a threat because they question the natural leadership of men. In his 1975 book What Wives Wish Their Husbands Knew About Women he denounces the "feminist propaganda" of strong female characters in movies, complaining when men are shown as inferior to a "confident superchick".[131][132]

Gendered language in the Bible
In response to a 1997 article in World magazine claiming that the New International Version of the Bible was going to be printed with gender-neutral language, Dobson called a meeting at Focus on the Family headquarters of influential men in the religious publishing business. The group drafted the Colorado Springs Guidelines, which require Bible translations to use male-default language such as the word man to designate the human race.[133][134][135][unreliable source?] As a result, plans for the gender-neutral Bible version were halted. When Dobson discovered his own Odyssey Bible used gender-neutral language, he discontinued it and offered refunds.[134] According to World, Dobson's 1997 meeting eventually led to the publication of the English Standard Version in 2001, which avoids gender-neutral language.[136] Along with over a hundred other evangelical figures, in 2002 Dobson opposed publication of Today's New International Version because of the "political correctness" of the translation and the publisher's rejection of the Colorado Springs Guidelines.[137][135]

Political and social influence
Dobson's social and political opinions were widely read among many evangelical church congregations in the United States, and he accrued substantial influence in the Republican Party.[138] Among other conservative causes, his lobbying significantly contributed to numerous state-level bans on same-sex marriage.[139]

Social influence
Dobson's books on corporal punishment helped to legitimize the practice, providing it with theological grounding for Christian readers. When opposition to physical discipline became widespread in the 1980s and 1990s in American society, conservative Protestants emerged as perhaps the most ardent remaining supporters of corporal punishment. This support was bolstered by "authority-centered" parenting techniques advised in Dobson's books.[15]

Dobson frequently cautioned parents to use corporal punishment in a limited way. Theologian Donald Eric Capps and psychologist Adah Maurer argued in the 1990s that, in practice, parents frequently use indiscriminate violence against children. They argue Dobson's work provides parents with self-serving theological rationalizations for their violent outbursts. Capps and Maurer conclude that the popularity of corporal punishment in this era damaged children in ways that may last into adulthood.[15]

Throughout his career at Focus on the Family, Dobson argued for gender role instruction. He believed that gender and sexuality were not fixed from birth, but required careful cultivation. He sought to provide boys with outlets for their natural aggression, and to teach girls how to develop romantic partnerships, which they use to channel and refine male destructive impulses into civilized behavior. Thus the feminist and LGBTQ rights movements, because they seek to disturb gender roles, are a threat not only to family harmony but to national strength.[140] To preserve pious gender roles, Dobson distributed Christian-targeted psychological advice. His daily radio program Focus on the Family was (according to his organization) broadcast in more than a dozen languages and on over 7,000 stations worldwide, and reportedly heard daily by more than 220 million people in 164 countries.[5][57]

During the 1960s and 1970s effort to legalize abortion, journalism often reported the plight of women in need of abortion, such as Sherri Finkbine. Dobson, together with Francis Schaeffer and others, shifted the public conversation away from the suffering of women, toward the suffering of the fetus and the selfishness of women who seek abortion.[120]

Through his books and broadcasts, Dobson sought to prepare parents to fight in the American culture wars, a conflict in which Dobson described that "parents of faith are at war with culture"[141] and which he labeled a "Civil War of Values".[142] Dobson wielded significant influence over parents and politically conservative Christians, and, in the 1990s, a reportedly significant segment of this dedicated following were women who worked inside the home.[141]

Around two thousand radio stations aired Dobson's program to an audience of six to ten million by the early 2000s. With over two million addresses on his mailing list, his organization launched a publishing house. Richard Land called him "the most influential evangelical leader in America" at that time, saying his influence was comparable to Billy Graham in the 1960s and 1970s.[143]

He was a founder of purity culture, a nationwide chastity movement through which he significantly shaped American attitudes about sex and gender,[144] and Alliance Defending Freedom.[145][146] Dobson was a member of the Council on Biblical Manhood and Womanhood. He supported the evangelical men's parachurch organization Promise Keepers and contributed to their 1994 book The Seven Promises of a Promise Keeper.[68]

Political influence

Dobson at the Values Voter Summit in Washington, D.C., October 2007
Dobson chose to exercise political influence behind the scenes, as a "political fixer".[147] It may have helped him maintain his credibility with his audience. He never ran for office or acted as the public head of a primarily political organization.[148]

Starting in 1980, Dobson built a network of conservative activists.[34] In 1981, he founded the Family Research Council as a political arm through which "social conservative causes" could achieve greater political influence.[149] Dobson was appointed by U.S. President Ronald Reagan to the National Advisory Committee on Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention in 1982, where he served for two years.[150][151] Through the 1980s, he coordinated the creation of Family Policy Councils in most US states, lobbying organizations that act on the level of state politics.[152]

By the 1990s, Dobson had amassed a sizable network of conservative politicians, many of whom he met with regularly.[141] Beginning in the same decade, Dobson and his vast activist organization helped pass state-level bans on gay marriage across the US.[152] His top legislative goal was prohibiting gay marriage at the federal level, with a constitutional amendment. In 2005, he told his biographer "my greatest concern is for the relentless attack by homosexual activists who are determined to destroy the institution of marriage."[153]

Dobson was an ally of Judge Roy Moore starting in the early 1990s.[154] He rallied his audience in support of the judge in 1997[26] and again in 2003[155] because of the Moore's refusal to remove a Ten Commandments display from the Alabama Judicial Building. Viewing Moore as "a man of proven character and integrity" Dobson endorsed Moore's political campaigns until 2017,[154] when allegations came to light of Moore's sexual misconduct toward teen girls.

In late 2004, Dobson led a campaign to block the appointment of Arlen Specter to head of the Senate Judiciary Committee because of Specter's pro-abortion rights stance.[156] Responding to a question by Fox News personality Alan Colmes on whether he wanted the Republican Party to be known as a "big-tent party", he replied, "I don't want to be in the big tent ... I think the party ought to stand for something."[52] In 2006, Focus on the Family spent more than a half million dollars to promote a constitutional amendment to ban same-sex marriage in its home state of Colorado.[157]

Dobson founded a fundraising and lobbying arm of FotF called Focus on the Family Action, now called Family Policy Alliance. As a 501(c)(4) organization, it faces fewer IRS restrictions on political activity than FotF. In the organization's first six months of existence, it raised nearly nine million dollars in support of six Republican candidates for competitive US Senate seats. All six won their races.[44] A May 2005 article by Chris Hedges in Harper's Magazine described Dobson as "perhaps the most powerful figure in the Dominionist movement" and "a crucial player in getting out the Christian vote for George W. Bush".[158]

In November 2004, Dobson was described by the online magazine Slate as "America's most influential evangelical leader".[4] The article stated "Forget Jerry Falwell and Pat Robertson, who in their dotage have marginalized themselves with gaffes ... Dobson is now America's most influential evangelical leader, with a following reportedly greater than that of either Falwell or Robertson at his peak ... Dobson may have delivered Bush his victories in Ohio and Florida."[4] Further, "He's already leveraging his new power. When a thank-you call came from the White House, Dobson issued the staffer a blunt warning that Bush "needs to be more aggressive" about pressing the religious right's anti-abortion, anti-gay rights agenda, or it would "pay a price in four years". Dobson sometimes complained that the Republican Party may take the votes of social conservatives for granted, and has suggested that evangelicals may withhold support from the GOP if the party does not more strongly support conservative family issues.[57]

However, in 2006, Dobson said that, while "there is disillusionment out there with Republicans" and "that worries me greatly", he nonetheless suggested voters turn out and vote Republican in 2006.[159] "My first inclination was to sit this one out", but according to The New York Times, Dobson then added that "he had changed his mind when he looked at who would become the leaders of Congressional committees if the Democrats took over."[149]

Dobson garnered national media attention once again in February 2008 after releasing a statement in the wake of Senator John McCain's expected success in the so-called "Super Tuesday" Republican primary elections. In his statement, Dobson said: "I cannot, and will not, vote for Senator John McCain, as a matter of conscience", and indicated that he would refrain from voting altogether if McCain were to become the Republican candidate, echoing other conservative commentators' concerns about the Senator's conservatism.[160] He endorsed Mike Huckabee for president.[161] After McCain selected an anti-abortion candidate, Sarah Palin, as his running mate, Dobson said that he was more enthusiastic in his support for the Republican ticket.[162] When Palin's 17-year-old daughter's pregnancy was revealed, Dobson issued a press release commending Palin's stance, saying,

We have always encouraged the parents to love and support their children and always advised the girls to see their pregnancies through, even though there will of course be challenges along the way. That is what the Palins are doing, and they should be commended once again for not just talking about their pro-life and pro-family values, but living them out even in the midst of trying circumstances.[163]

On June 24, 2008, Dobson criticized statements made by U.S. presidential candidate Barack Obama in Obama's 2006 "Call to Renewal" address. Dobson said that Obama was "distorting the traditional understanding of the Bible to fit his own world view".[164][165] On October 23, 2008, Dobson published a "Letter from 2012 in Obama's America" that proposed that an Obama presidency could lead to: mandated homosexual teachings across all schools; the banning of firearms in entire states; the end of the Boy Scouts, home schooling, Christian school groups, Christian adoption agencies, and talk radio; pornography on prime-time and daytime television; mandatory bonuses for gay soldiers; terrorist attacks across America; the nuclear bombing of Tel Aviv; the conquering of most of Eastern Europe by Russia; the end of health care for Americans over 80; out-of-control gasoline prices; and complete economic disaster in the United States, among other catastrophes.[166] In the days after the 2008 presidential election, Dobson stated on his radio program that he was mourning the Obama election, claiming that Obama supported infanticide, would be responsible for the deaths of millions of unborn children, and was "going to appoint the most liberal justices to the Supreme Court, perhaps, that we've ever had".[167][168]

Dobson supported intelligent design and spoke at conferences on the subject frequently criticizing evolution.[169] In 2007, he was one of 25 evangelicals who called for the ouster of Richard Cizik from his position at the National Association of Evangelicals because Cizik had taken a stance urging evangelicals to take global warming seriously.[170]

On June 13, 2007, the National Right to Life Committee ousted Colorado Right to Life after the latter ran a full-page ad criticizing Dobson.[171][172] On May 30, 2010, Dobson delivered the pre-race invocation at the NASCAR Coca-Cola 600 automobile race, raising criticism about his association with a sport associated with sponsors and activities which would not meet his definition of family-friendly.[173][174]

At a National Day of Prayer event in the U.S. Capitol, Dobson called Barack Obama "the abortion president". He said, "President Obama, before he was elected, made it very clear that he wanted to be the abortion president. He didn't make any bones about it. This is something that he really was going to promote and support, and he has done that, and in a sense he is the abortion president." Among others, Rep. Janice Hahn complained because Dobson used the National Day of Prayer for partisan purposes. She said, "Dobson just blew a hole into this idea of being a nonpartisan National Day of Prayer. It was very disturbing to me ... and really a shame. James Dobson hijacked the National Day of Prayer—this nonpartisan, nonpolitical National Day of Prayer—to promote his own distorted political agenda."[175]

Dobson endorsed Ted Cruz in the 2016 Republican primaries[176] as well as Trump in the general election against Hillary Clinton.[177] In 2016, Dobson was one of the Trump Administration's evangelical faith advisors.[178] In 2020, Dobson worked alongside other conservative evangelicals and evangelical organizations, including Jim Daly and Focus on the Family, to support the reelection of President Donald Trump.[179] He echoed his support of Trump throughout the impeachment proceedings earlier that year.[180]

Dobson praised the 2022 U.S. Supreme Court case Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization, which overruled Roe v. Wade and Planned Parenthood v. Casey, saying, "Praise God! We have just received the news for which we have been praying and working!"[181]

Ecumenical relations
Dobson and Charles Colson participated in a 2000 conference at the Vatican on the global economy's impact on families. During the conference, the two Protestants met with Pope John Paul II. Dobson later told the Catholic News Service that although he had theological differences with Roman Catholicism, "when it comes to the family, there is far more agreement than disagreement, and with regard to moral issues from abortion to premarital sex, safe-sex ideology and homosexuality, I find more in common with Catholics than with some of my evangelical brothers and sisters."[182]

In November 2009, Dobson signed an ecumenical statement known as the Manhattan Declaration calling on evangelicals, Catholics and Eastern Orthodox Christians not to comply with rules and laws permitting abortion, same-sex marriage and other matters that go against their religious consciences.[183]

Criticism
U.S. Surgeon General C. Everett Koop, a fellow evangelical Christian who wanted Dobson as an ally in his battle to stem the AIDS crisis, was deeply disappointed when Dobson embraced pseudoscientific and homophobic claims about AIDS. "The Christian activity in reference to AIDS of both D. James Kennedy and Jim Dobson is reprehensible", Koop said in 1989. He viewed the AIDS crisis as "an opportunity for Christian service" which Dobson was squandering.[184]

In her 2020 book Jesus and John Wayne, Kristin Kobes Du Mez, a professor at Calvin University in Grand Rapids, Michigan criticizes the ideal of Christian masculinity created by Dobson, Mark Driscoll and others: "It was a vision that promised protection for women but left women without defense, one that worshiped power and turned a blind eye to justice, and one that transformed the Jesus of the Gospels into an image of their own making."[185]

Gil Alexander-Moegerle, a former Focus on the Family executive and radio show co-host, wrote the highly critical book James Dobson's War on America in 1997. In it, he says that Dobson's loving, caring public persona is a sham; the real Dobson is racist, sexist, homophobic, materialistic, power-hungry, and shameless. He says that the Nazarene religious concept of entire sanctification is key to understanding Dobson's views: "James Dobson believes that he has been entirely sanctified, morally perfected, that he does not and cannot sin. Now you know why he and moralists like him make a life of condemning what he believes to be the sins of others. He is perfect."[186]

Some fundamentalist Christians consider Dobson a heretic for presenting secular concepts from psychology and self-help literature as though they are justified by the Bible.[68]

Theologian Donald Eric Capps contends that Dobson's corporal punishment techniques exploit children by turning their natural need to be loved against them. Dobson's advice to "break the will" of the child is a recipe for child abuse, according to Capps, and is antithetical to loving one's child. Capps also argues that corporal punishment may sexualize children. For evidence of this, he points to Dobson's vivid childhood recollection of being beaten with his mother's girdle. Capps believed that using physical pain to heighten a child's relationship to God is "perverted".[68]

Dobson has been criticized for recommending conversion therapy advocate Joseph Nicolosi's methods of preventing homosexuality in children, including quoting Nicolosi's suggestion that "[a] boy's father ... to mirror and affirm his son's maleness ... can even take his son with him into the shower, where the boy cannot help but notice that Dad has a penis, just like his, only bigger."[1

harles James Kirk (October 14, 1993 – September 10, 2025) was an American right-wing political activist, entrepreneur, and media personality. He co‑founded the conservative student organization Turning Point USA (TPUSA) in 2012 and served as its executive director until his assassination in 2025. A key ally of Donald Trump, he became one of the most prominent voices of the MAGA movement within the Republican Party, publishing several books and hosting The Charlie Kirk Show.

Born and raised in the Chicago suburbs of Arlington Heights and Prospect Heights, Kirk became politically active in high school. He briefly attended college before dropping out to focus on building TPUSA, which later expanded into affiliate groups such as Turning Point Action and Turning Point Faith. His activism centered on mobilizing conservative students and promoting Republican causes nationwide.

Kirk espoused a range of conservative positions, including opposition to abortion, gun control, DEI programs, and LGBTQ rights. Over time, he aligned with the Christian right and advocated for Christian nationalism. His more controversial positions included criticism of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Martin Luther King Jr., as well as promotion of COVID-19 misinformation, false allegations of electoral fraud in 2020, and the white genocide conspiracy theory.

On September 10, 2025, Kirk was shot and killed while speaking at a TPUSA debate event at Utah Valley University. His assassination drew international attention and condemnation of political violence, while also sparking partisan dispute. On September 21, almost 100,000 people attended his memorial service at State Farm Stadium. The following month, he was posthumously awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

Early life and education
Charles James Kirk was born on October 14, 1993, in the Chicago suburb of Arlington Heights, Illinois,[1] and raised in nearby Prospect Heights.[2] His father, Robert W. Kirk, is an architect who was involved in the construction of Trump Tower.[3][4] His mother, Kathryn (née Smith),[5] is a former trader at the Chicago Mercantile Exchange who subsequently worked as a mental health counselor.[2][3][4] He had one sibling, a younger sister, Mary, who went on to become an art curator in Chicago.[6][7]

Kirk described his parents as moderate Republicans.[2] They were active in conservative circles, and his father was a major donor to the Mitt Romney 2012 presidential campaign.[1] Raised in the Presbyterian Church, Kirk was a member of the Boy Scouts of America and earned the rank of Eagle Scout.[8][9] He experienced a political awakening in middle school, during which he read books by economist Milton Friedman and became more attracted to the principles of the Republican Party.[2]

In 2010, during his junior year at Wheeling High School, Kirk volunteered for the successful U.S. Senate campaign of Illinois Republican Mark Kirk (no relation).[10] Also during his junior year, he began listening to The Rush Limbaugh Show, a prominent conservative talk radio broadcast.[1] In his senior year, he initiated a boycott of cookies at the school's cafeteria to reverse a price increase.[2] He also wrote an essay for Breitbart News alleging liberal bias in high-school textbooks; it led to his first media appearance on Fox Business at age 17.[11][12]

In 2012, Kirk applied to West Point but was rejected.[11][12] Although he was accepted that same year to Baylor University in Waco, Texas, he enrolled instead at Harper College, a community college in Palatine, Illinois. Withdrawing after one semester, he left Harper to concentrate on his work with Turning Point USA, the political group he co-founded with conservative businessman and mentor Bill Montgomery.[1][11] In 2015, Kirk enrolled part-time at King's College in New York City, taking online classes.[13] Kirk did not receive a college degree during his lifetime, a fact he noted in debates with academics and students.[14]

Organizations
Turning Point USA
Main article: Turning Point USA

Kirk speaking at the 2013 Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) in National Harbor, Maryland
In May 2012, Kirk gave a speech at Benedictine University's "Youth Government Day", where he met Bill Montgomery, a 72-year-old retiree who was then a Tea Party–backed legislative candidate.[15][16] Montgomery later said that the speakers at the event had bored the audience of a few hundred high-school kids, but they began to pay rapt attention when Kirk started speaking. Montgomery then encouraged Kirk to pursue political activism full-time.[17][1] A month after they first met, Montgomery and Kirk co-founded Turning Point USA, wanting to start an organization rivaling liberal groups such as MoveOn.org.[18][15] Kirk described it as a student organization advocating for free markets and limited government.[19] At the 2012 Republican National Convention, Kirk met Foster Friess, a former investment manager and prominent Republican donor, and persuaded him to finance the organization.[15][18]

Kirk remained the executive director, chief fundraiser, and the public face of Turning Point USA until his death in 2025.[20][8][19] He became known for visiting college campuses hosting informal debate with ideological opponents, typically students, and persuade them to consider conservative candidates.[21] According to the Associated Press, video clips of Kirk's campus appearances spread online, helping him "secure a steady stream of donations that transformed Turning Point into one of the country's largest political organizations".[19] Turning Point eventually began holding massive rallies in which top conservative leaders addressed tens of thousands of young voters.[19] In 2025, TPUSA said it had chapters at more than 2,000 college and high school campuses, and that it had received 32,000 inquiries about starting new chapters in the days after Kirk's death.[22]

TPUSA's activities include publication of the Professor Watchlist and the School Board Watchlist.[23] Critics of these watchlists say they threaten academic freedom and have led to the targeted harassment of academics.[24][25] In 2019, the Professor Watchlist was briefly suspended by its web host.[26] In 2020, ProPublica investigated TPUSA's finances and found that the organization made "misleading financial claims", that the audits were not done by an independent auditor, and that the leaders had enriched themselves while advocating for Trump. ProPublica also reported that Kirk's salary from TPUSA had increased from $27,000 to nearly $300,000 and that he had bought an $855,000 condo in Longboat Key, Florida.[27] In 2020, Turning Point USA had $39.2 million in revenue.[28] Kirk earned a salary of more than $325,000 from TPUSA and related organizations.[29]

Turning Point Academy

Kirk appearing with his patron Foster Friess in Arizona, 2019
In 2021, TPUSA announced it would launch an online academy as an alternative to schools "poisoning our youth with anti-American ideas". Turning Point Academy was intended to cater to families seeking an "America-first education".[30] Arizona education firm StrongMind initially partnered with TPUSA with plans to open the academy by the fall of 2022 and assessed its "potential to generate over $40 million in gross revenue at full capacity (10,000 students)".[30] The partnership ended after StrongMind received backlash from its own employees, and key subcontractor Freedom Learning Group, which prepared course content for the academy, also backed out.[30] In 2022, Turning Point partnered with Dream City Christian School, a private school that has campuses in Glendale and Scottsdale, Arizona, and is affiliated with Dream City Church.[31] In the 2022–2023 school year, the school received $900,000 in Arizona school voucher funds.[31]

Turning Point Action
Main article: Turning Point Action

Kirk and President Donald Trump speaking with attendees at a Turning Point Action Conference in 2023
In May 2019, it was reported that Kirk was preparing to launch Turning Point Action, a 501(c)(4) entity designed to elect more conservatives.[32] In July 2019, Kirk announced that Turning Point Action had acquired Students for Trump along with "all associated media assets".[33] He became chairman and launched a campaign to mobilize the youth vote for the 2020 Trump reelection campaign.[11] The unsuccessful effort led TPUSA and the 2020 Trump campaign to blame each other for an overall decline in Trump's youth support.[34] In December 2022, Kirk announced the Mount Vernon Project, an initiative by Turning Point Action to remove members from the Republican National Committee who were not "grassroot conservatives".[35]

On January 5, 2021, the day before the Washington, D.C., protest that led to the January 6 U.S. Capitol attack, Kirk wrote on Twitter that Turning Point Action and Students for Trump were sending more than 80 "buses of patriots to D.C. to fight for this president".[36][37] A spokesman for Turning Point said that the groups ended up sending seven buses, not 80, with 350 students.[36][38] In the lead-up to the storming, Kirk said he was "getting 500 emails a minute calling for a civil war".[39] Publix heiress Julie Fancelli gave Kirk's organizations $1.25 million to fund the buses to the January 6 event. Kirk also paid $60,000 for Kimberly Guilfoyle to speak at the rally.[40]

Afterward, Kirk said the violent acts at the Capitol were not an insurrection and did not represent mainstream Trump supporters.[41][unreliable source?][42] Appearing before the U.S. House Select Committee on the January 6 Attack in December 2022, he pleaded the Fifth Amendment privilege against self-incrimination. His team provided the committee "with 8,000 pages of records in response to its requests".[43] In another closed-door meeting of the House January 6 Committee, Ali Alexander blamed Kirk and TPUSA for financing the travel of demonstrators to the Save America rally.[44] TPUSA spokesperson Andrew Kolvet denied that Kirk advocated for violence and gave a statement saying "Charlie wants to save America with words, persuasion, courage and common sense. The left is desperate to conjure up some Christian bogeyman that simply doesn't exist. We're telling churches: Either get involved and have a say in the direction of your country or you'll leave a void that someone else who doesn't share your values will fill."[45]

Falkirk Center for Faith and Liberty

Kirk and Candace Owens speaking at the Student Action Summit hosted by Turning Point USA, West Palm Beach, Florida, December 2018
In November 2019, Kirk and Jerry Falwell Jr. co-founded the Falkirk Center for Faith and Liberty, a right-wing think tank funded, owned, and housed by Liberty University.[46][47] "Falkirk" was a portmanteau of "Falwell" and "Kirk".[47] Fellows included Antonia Okafor, director of outreach for Gun Owners of America; Sebastian Gorka, former deputy assistant to Trump; and Jenna Ellis, a senior legal counselor for Trump.[48]

In 2020, the Falkirk Center spent at least $50,000 on Facebook advertisements promoting Trump and Republican candidates.[49] Students and alumni raised objections to the organization's aggressive political tone, which they considered inconsistent with the university's mission.[47] Falwell resigned as president of Liberty University in August 2020, and the university did not renew Kirk's one-year contract in late 2020. In 2021, the university renamed the organization to the Standing for Freedom Center.[47]

Turning Point Faith
After Liberty University did not renew Kirk's contract with the Falkirk Center for Faith and Liberty in 2021, Kirk and Pentecostal pastor Rob McCoy founded Turning Point Faith, an organization that encouraged pastors and other church leaders to be active in local and national political issues.[47][50] Its activities include faith-based voter drives and promotion of TPUSA's views, with the stated goal to help churches become more civically engaged so that American society can "return to foundational Christian values".[51] According to TPUSA's 2021 Investor Prospectus, the program—with a budget of $6.4 million—will "address America's crumbling religious foundation by engaging thousands of pastors nationwide" in order to "breathe renewed civic engagement into our churches".[52]

Media
Talk shows
Duration: 3 minutes and 15 seconds.3:15
Kirk debating with a college student at the University of Utah in April 2024
From October 2020 until his assassination, Kirk hosted a daily three-hour radio talk show, The Charlie Kirk Show, on Salem Media Group's "The Answer" radio channel.[53] It was among the most popular podcasts on Apple Podcasts. According to internal data from TPUSA, Kirk's podcast was downloaded between 500,000 and 750,000 times each day in 2024.[54] Kirk's "Turning Point Live" was a three-hour streaming talk show aimed at Generation Z. TPUSA's monthly online average grew to 111,000 unique visitors in 2021.[55] A February 2023 Brookings Institution study found Kirk's podcast contained the second-highest proportion of false, misleading, and unsubstantiated statements among 36,603 episodes produced by 79 prominent political podcasters.[56]

In a 2022 episode of his podcast, Kirk called for a "patriot" to bail out of jail the man who broke into Nancy Pelosi's house and attacked and tried to murder her husband with a hammer.[57][58] Also in 2022, journalist Bari Weiss released a report of internal Twitter documents dubbed "The Twitter Files", which alleged that Twitter was censoring conservative personalities on the social media platform. Weiss posted screenshots of Twitter tools that moderators could use to limit the reach of posts and accounts. According to Rolling Stone magazine, Kirk's Twitter account was flagged under "do not amplify", which meant algorithms would not highlight tweets coming from it.[59][60]

In April 2024, Kirk created a TikTok account after previously expressing skepticism of the social media platform. His account gained popularity after he posted numerous videos of himself talking to college students on his campus tours, with some videos garnering as many as 50 million views.[61] In February 2025, Kirk signed with the Trinity Broadcasting Network to host a weekday talk show, Charlie Kirk Today.[62]

Debate style
At TPUSA's college events, Kirk often propounded right-wing populist and nationalist views and invited students to "prove me wrong" (stylized in all caps) in front of an audience of vocal supporters.[14] The New York Times reviewed more than four dozen debates at Kirk's twice-yearly university tours, and discussed them with four debate coaches and university professors. The analysis showed Kirk using the debate format to create viral confrontations and "deliver a consistent hard-line message while orchestrating highly shareable moments". The Times described him as having the advantage of having refined his debate performance against hundreds of people and used arguments likely to result in agitated and defensive responses by his less experienced opponents.[63]

Political positions and activities
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Kirk was influential within the conservative movement, particularly among young Christians.[64][65] The New York Times said Kirk symbolized hope for the Christian right.[66] From others, Kirk's political activism received criticism.[67] His rhetoric was described as divisive, racist, xenophobic, and extreme by groups that studied hate speech, including the Southern Poverty Law Center. Kirk disagreed with critics that he created a toxic environment online, arguing: "Disagreement is a healthy part of our systems."[68] Kirk's positions have been described as far-right by a variety of outlets and academics,[69][70][71] and others state that these positions are now in the mainstream of American conservatism.[72]

Kirk was the William F. Buckley Jr. council member of the Council for National Policy (CNP), a group "that has served for decades as a hub for a nationwide network of conservative activists and the donors who support them",[73] according to the CNP's September 2020 membership directory leaked in February 2021.[74][75][76] He was a spokesperson for CNP Action, the political arm of the CNP.[75] In March 2025, Trump appointed Kirk to the U.S. Air Force Academy Board of Visitors.[77][78] Kirk's last political rally took place in Kentucky, where he appeared alongside U.S. Senate candidate Nate Morris.[79][80]

Republican and pro-Trump activism
In an interview with Wired magazine during the 2016 Republican National Convention, he said that while he "was not the world's biggest Donald Trump fan", he would vote for him, and that Trump's candidacy made Turning Point's mission more difficult.[81] Kirk flipped to supporting Trump at the convention and spent the remainder of the campaign assisting with travel and media arrangements for Donald Trump Jr.[82] In October 2016, Kirk participated in a Fox News event along with Trump Jr., Eric Trump, and Lara Trump that had a pro-Donald Trump tone.[83]

In July 2019, Kirk became chairman of Students for Trump, which had been acquired by Turning Point Action.[11] The unsuccessful effort of his youth mobilization campaign led TPUSA and the Trump campaign to blame each other for an overall decline in Trump's youth support.[34] In April 2020, Matthew Rosenberg and Katie Rogers wrote in The New York Times that Kirk exemplifies "walking the line between mainstream conservative opinion and outright disinformation" and that "with a powerful ally in the president's eldest son, Donald Trump Jr., Mr. Kirk both amplifies the president's message and helps shape it."[82]


Kirk and Senator Rand Paul in Palm Beach, Florida, December 18, 2019
On March 3, 2020, Kirk released his book The MAGA Doctrine, a manifesto for the Make America Great Again (MAGA) movement, in which he wrote that the Republican Party is "in some sense no longer a conservative party, no longer the party of Reagan, but instead a Trump-remade populist party".[84] At an August 2020 meeting of the Council for National Policy, Kirk said: "Democrats have done a really foolish thing by shutting down all these campuses ... It's gonna remove ballot harvesting opportunities and all their voter fraud that they usually do on college campuses—so they're actually removing half a million votes off the table. So please keep the campuses closed—it's a great thing. Whatever!"[73] In December 2022, Kirk urged the Republican National Committee to listen to their grassroots voters, saying, "If ignored, we will have the most stunted and muted Republican Party in the history of the conservative movement, the likes of which we haven't seen in generations."[35] In 2023, Kirk called for the imprisonment or the death penalty of Joe Biden for "crimes against America".[85]

Kirk was an early investor in 1789 Capital, which invests in MAGA businesses. Trump Jr. joined 1789 Capital in November 2024, after Trump won the 2024 election.[86][87] Before the 2024 U.S. presidential election, Kirk visited approximately 25 college campuses, marketed as the "You're Being Brainwashed" tour. His aim was to stir up more Gen Z voter turnout, and he engaged and debated students on many topics. According to Turning Point Action, the tour produced around two billion views on social media.[88][unreliable source?] Kirk's engagement of young conservatives played a "key role" in Trump's election.[89][unreliable source?] Kirk aided the president-elect in choosing leadership positions for his administration, including cabinet positions.[90] During 2025, Kirk endorsed a number of Republican candidates, including Andy Biggs in the Arizona governor contest and Nate Morris in the Kentucky U.S. Senate primary.[91][unreliable source?][92] On July 15, 2025, Kirk conducted extensive interviews about Jeffrey Epstein on his podcast and pressured Trump's administration to release more information.[93] By then, Kirk was one of the most prominent figures in the MAGA movement and often called the face of the movement.[94][93][95]

Freedom of speech
While Kirk backed Republican crackdowns on the 2024 pro-Palestinian protests on university campuses and activist deportations in the second Trump presidency.[96][97] Kirk opposed crackdowns on pro-Palestinian speech if they were targeted at American citizens. He said: "We've allowed far too many people who hate America move here from abroad, but the right to speak freely is the birthright of all Americans."[97] In April 2025, he expressed concerns that the Trump administration's crackdowns on campuses threatened free speech and were a weaponization of antisemitism, saying: "Once 'antisemitism' becomes valid grounds to censor or even imprison somebody, there will be frantic efforts to label all kinds of speech as antisemitic — the same way the left labeled all kinds of statements as 'racist' to justify silencing their opposition."[96]

False claims and conspiracy theories
External videos
video icon Charlie Kirk ~ The Conservative Forum ~ 9-8-2015 on YouTube (Liberty Forum of Silicon Valley) (at 2:10–3:20)
According to Forbes, Kirk was known for "his repudiation of liberal college education and embrace of pro-Trump conspiracy theories".[98] He promoted the Cultural Marxism conspiracy theory,[99][100][101] and called universities "islands of totalitarianism".[8] In a 2015 speech at the Liberty Forum of Silicon Valley, Kirk said he had applied for nomination to the U.S. Military Academy in West Point, New York, and was not accepted.[20] He said that "the slot he considered his went to 'a far less-qualified candidate of a different gender and a different persuasion'" whose test scores he claimed he knew.[8] He told The New Yorker in 2017 that he was being sarcastic when he said it.[8] He told the Chicago Tribune in 2018 that "he was just repeating something he'd been told",[2][102] while at a New Hampshire Turning Point event featuring Rand Paul in October 2019 he claimed he never said it.[102]

Kirk promoted debunked claims about George Floyd, such as that he was "illegally counterfeiting currency" and had once "put a gun to a pregnant woman's stomach".[103] On Facebook, YouTube, and Rumble, Kirk repeatedly promoted the false claim that the medical examiner who performed the autopsy declared Floyd had died of an overdose. After a fact check by Agence France-Presse that noted the doctor stood by the classification of Floyd's death as a homicide, corrections were added to Kirk's posts on social media.[104]

In July 2018, Kirk falsely claimed on social media that U.S. Justice Department statistics showed an increase in human trafficking arrests from 1,952 in the year 2016 to 6,087 in the first half of 2018. He deleted the tweet without explanation the next day, after a fact-checker had pointed out that the false 2018 number had originated on the conspiracy site 8chan.[105][106] In December 2018, Kirk falsely claimed that protesters in the French yellow vests movement chanted "We want Trump". These false claims were later repeated by Trump.[107]

Ahead of the 2020 U.S. presidential election, Kirk spread falsehoods about voter fraud,[108][109] and immediately after Trump lost the 2020 election, Kirk promoted false and disproven claims of fraud in the election.[110][111] On November 5, 2020, he led a Stop the Steal protest at the Maricopa Tabulation Center in Phoenix.[112] Kirk was considered a "big name" social influencer in Rudy Giuliani's communications plan to overturn the 2020 election.[113] In August 2025, Kirk called for the elimination of Jasmine Crockett's congressional district as a part of the 2025 Texas redistricting, justifying the erasure of her district by claiming she was a part of an "attempt to eliminate the white population in this country".[114]

Shortly before his death, Kirk suggested that Jeffrey Epstein had been a Mossad agent, with claims of him being "a creation of either Mossad, Israeli intelligence, American intelligence, Saudi intelligence, or maybe he was just a hired gun...". In response, many Israeli government officials, including former Prime Minister Naftali Bennett, denied Epstein's involvement with them.[115][116]

COVID-19

Kirk with Simone Gold, founder of America's Frontline Doctors, at a TPUSA forum in 2020
In 2020, Kirk spread false information and conspiracy theories about COVID-19 on social media platforms, such as Twitter. He sharply criticized Democrats' criticism of Trump's withdrawal of WHO funding and called COVID-19 the "China virus", which Trump retweeted.[82][117] Kirk alleged that the WHO covered up information about the COVID-19 pandemic. He was briefly banned from Twitter after falsely claiming that hydroxychloroquine had proved to be "100% effective in treating the virus";[82] he alleged that Gretchen Whitmer, the Democratic governor of Michigan, threatened doctors who tried to use the medication.[82] These falsehoods were retweeted by Rudy Giuliani, whose account was then also suspended.[82][118]

In defending the Trump administration's response to the pandemic, Kirk falsely stated that during the 2009 swine flu pandemic it "took President Barack Obama 'millions infected and over 1,000 deaths'" to declare a public health emergency, with the meme shared by Kirk confusing the point at which Trump declared a public health emergency and the point at which Obama issued a national emergency.[119][120] When the Obama administration acknowledged the WHO's declaration of a public health emergency on April 26, 2009, there were fewer than 280 cases of H1N1 infection reported in the U.S., and the first confirmed death (of a Mexican toddler on vacation) occurred the next day, April 27. The WHO projected 1,000,000+ U.S. cases on June 25, after declaring a pandemic on June 11. A spokesman for Turning Point USA acknowledged that its "social media team confused the two different types of emergency declarations", and Trump had not yet issued a national emergency.[119][120]

Kirk described the public health measure of social distancing prohibitions in churches as a Democratic plot against Christianity and made the unfounded assertion that authorities in Wuhan, China, were burning patients.[82] In 2020, he said he refused to abide by mask requirements because "the science around masks is very questionable".[98][121] In July 2021, Kirk promoted misleading claims about the efficacy and safety of COVID-19 vaccines.[29] On the Fox News show hosted by Tucker Carlson, Kirk called mandatory requirements for students to take the COVID-19 vaccine "medical apartheid".[122] He called for parents to protest at school board meetings, urging them to push back against mask-wearing.[123]

[bookmark: _GoBack]Kirk was initially critical of the evangelical right, but he came to reverse his position. In 2018, he told Dave Rubin, "We do have a separation of church and state, and we should support that."[45] In 2019, Kirk met Rob McCoy, a pastor of a megachurch in Ventura County, California, who convinced him that America's founding documents were derived from the Bible.[45] In 2021, Kirk told a congregation, "The Bible says very clearly to 'Occupy until I come'", a verse often cited by followers of the Seven Mountain Mandate to assert that before Jesus returns evangelical Christians must dominate seven areas of society: government, media, education, business, family, religion, and entertainment. Kirk later interviewed with the creator of the Seven Mountain concept.[45][124][125][126] Kirk frequently collaborated with Christian nationalist pastors and preachers, having them as guests on his shows as well as appearing as a speaker at their events,[127][126][128] with the Anti-Defamation League accusing Kirk of promoting Christian nationalism.[96]

In 2022, Kirk called the separation of church and state in the United States a "fabrication".[45] In 2024, he said, "One of the reasons we're living through a constitutional crisis is that we no longer have a Christian nation, but we have a Christian form of government, and they're incompatible. You cannot have liberty if you do not have a Christian population."[129] Appearing at a Trump campaign rally in the same year, he said: "This is a Christian state. I'd like to see it stay that way."[94] By 2024, Kirk's shift to Christian nationalism exemplified its growing approval by the Republican Party under Trump.[69][45][126][130][70]

Kirk believed in the superiority of the Western world, credit for which he gave to the role of Christianity in civilization. In a 2023 speech, he said that "all men are created equal in the eyes of God, all men and women, but not all cultures are created equal. To say that, you get attacked in every direction, but excuse me when I say that Western civilization is the best that humanity has produced. It's an outgrowth of the Bible."[131]

Abortion
Kirk strongly opposed abortion. In a September 2024 debate hosted by Jubilee Media, Kirk argued that abortion is murder and should be illegal. He opposed exceptions for rape, including for children as young as 10.[132] Kirk compared abortion to the Holocaust, and said that abortion is worse.[133][117]

Gun rights and the Second Amendment
Kirk was a gun owner and gun rights advocate. He was opposed to gun control.[134] After the Parkland school shooting in February 2018, he spoke for the National Rifle Association in Parkland, Florida.[20][135] Kirk was invited by a student to a pro-gun event in the school where the shooting happened, but the event was canceled. He had said that guns, armed guards, and gun detectors could be used to prevent shootings in schools and campuses.[136][137] In an April 2023 TPUSA event in Salt Lake City, Utah, Kirk said: "I think it's worth it, I think it's worth to have a cost of, unfortunately, some gun deaths every single year so that we can have the Second Amendment to protect our other God-given rights."[138][139][140]

LGBTQ community
Kirk was relatively respectful regarding LGBTQ rights in 2018, but by 2022 had reversed his positions,[45] routinely making anti-LGBTQ remarks and opposing transgender rights and medical care.[141][142] On November 22, 2019, Kirk said, "I believe marriage is one man, one woman", but added that gay people should be allowed in the conservative movement.[143] In 2022, during an episode of The Charlie Kirk Show streamed on YouTube, Kirk criticized the Supreme Court's decision in Obergefell v. Hodges. He called LGBTQ activists the "alphabet mafia", claiming that the movement is not "just about two dudes being able to get married". Kirk called Obergefell a "national takeover of our laws" and argued that conservatives mistakenly thought the issue of same-sex marriage in the United States would end after the ruling, instead concluding that "they are not happy just having marriage" and "want to corrupt your children".[144]

In the op-ed "Sexual Anarchy" for The American Mind on October 14, 2021, Kirk said "the facts are that there are only two genders; that transgenderism and gender 'fluidity' are lies that hurt people and abuse kids."[145] In early 2023, he said that transgender women in women's locker rooms should be "taken care of the way we used to take care of things in the 1950s and '60s".[146] In another 2023 speech, Kirk said, "One issue I think that is so against our senses, so against the natural law and dare I say a throbbing middle finger to God, is the transgender thing happening in America right now."[141] In the same speech, he quoted a Bible verse saying that a man wearing women's clothes or a woman wearing men's clothes is an "abomination".[141] On April 1, 2024, Kirk called for Trump to propose a nationwide ban of gender-affirming care for transgender people.[147] That same day, he called for the imprisonment of doctors who perform gender-affirming care and demanded "Nuremberg-style" trials for them.[148] He also promoted misinformation about violence by transgender people.[142]

Kirk routinely asserted that there is an "LGBTQ agenda".[45] On the June 8, 2024, episode of his podcast, he criticized YouTuber Ms. Rachel for a post that celebrated Pride Month by quoting the Bible verse "love thy neighbor," arguing that she was being selective. Kirk told Ms. Rachel "you might want to crack open that Bible of yours, in a lesser reference — part of the same part of scripture is in Leviticus 18, is that thou shall lay with another man shall be stoned to death. Just saying. So, Ms. Rachel, you quote Leviticus 19, love your neighbor as yourself. The chapter before affirms God's perfect law when it comes to sexual matters."[149][150][151] In the same podcast episode, he called being gay an "error" and likened the LGBTQ pride movement to encouraging drug addicts.[152] In August 2025, he discussed the burning of Pride flags, stating: "We should work to overturn every conviction for those arrested, fined, or otherwise harassed for the 'hate crime' of doing donuts over Pride flags painted on public streets. It should be legal to burn a rainbow or [Black Lives Matter] flag in public."[153][154]

Gender roles
Kirk promoted traditional gender roles, telling young women to go to college for the purpose of finding husbands and "embrace their roles as mothers and homemakers".[155] In October 2021, he said on his podcast that Democrats wanted Americans to live where "there is no cultural identity, where you live in sexual anarchy, where private property is a thing of the past, and the ruling class controls everything".[156][157] Following social media backlash, he released a statement on the website of the Claremont Institute reiterating and expanding his remarks.[145] According to Media Matters for America, Kirk said at the TPUSA Young Women's Leadership Summit 2022 Conference that the "biblical model" for women to pursue in romantic relationships is a partner who is "a protector and a leader, and deep down, a vast majority of you agree" and that "if you want to go meet conservative men that have their act together, that aren't like, woke beta men, like, start a Turning Point USA chapter, you'll meet a lot of them."[158] Kirk had repeatedly criticized birth control, and once said that it creates "very angry and bitter young ladies and young women".[159]

Race
White Americans
Kirk had voiced a belief in the decline and victimhood of White Americans, reflecting grievance politics.[160] In 2015, Kirk alleged that he had lost a slot to attend West Point to a candidate of "a different ethnicity and gender".[20][8][11] In 2018, Kirk told a college audience that the concept of white privilege is a myth and a "racist idea".[20][161] Assuming "more hard-right positions", he told followers of his radio podcast in 2021 that Democratic immigration policies were aimed at "diminishing and decreasing white demographics in America" and called for Texas to "deputize a citizen force and put them on the border" to protect "white demographics in America".[76][162][163]

In 2023, Kirk said that "prowling Blacks go around for fun to go target white people" in urban America.[164] In 2024, he said, "The great replacement strategy, which is well under way every single day in our southern border, is a strategy to replace white rural America with something different",[164] and added, "The American Democrat party hates this country. They wanna see it collapse. They love it when America becomes less white."[164] Kirk further posted "The 'Great Replacement' is not a theory, it's a reality", alongside a Fox News headline that falsely claimed: "7.2M illegals entered the U.S. under Biden administration, an amount greater than population of 36 states."[165]

African Americans

Kirk with Ben Carson in June 2024
In 2016, Kirk said about TPUSA's national director Crystal Clanton, "Turning Point needs more Crystals; so does America."[8] In 2017, it was revealed that Clanton allegedly sent a text message in the past that read, "I hate black people. Like f— them all... I hate blacks. End of story."[8] Kirk responded by having Clanton expelled from the organization.[8][166][167] In 2018, Kirk cited single motherhood in Chicago's Black community as a cause of gun violence, blaming the absence of a father from some Black households on "a broken culture problem".[168][169]

Kirk praised Martin Luther King Jr. prior to December 2023, variously calling him a "hero" and a "civil rights icon". That December, he used a speech at AmericaFest to describe him as "awful ... not a good person" and as someone who is admired only because he said "one thing he didn't actually believe".[170] The speech also saw Kirk condemn the Civil Rights Act of 1964, calling its passage a "huge mistake" and alleging that it had created a "permanent DEI-type bureaucracy".[171] Kirk thought the Civil Rights Act of 1964 was a destructive force in American politics that had been turned into an anti-white weapon.[172][173] Kirk told The New York Times, "I take the Caldwellian view, from his book The Age of Entitlement, that we went through a new founding in the '60s and that the Civil Rights Act has actually superseded the U.S. Constitution as its reference point. In fact, I bet if you polled Americans, most of them would have more reverence for the Civil Rights Act than the Constitution. I could be wrong, but I think I'm right."[61]

Kirk was a critic of schools and local governments teaching about racism.[174] He wrote in a 2021 Fox News article that "directly confronting the left, and promising to fight their illiberal ideology with state power when necessary, is the key to winning everyday Americans".[175] He served on Trump's 1776 Commission to advance "patriotic education", which was set up in response to the 1619 Project.[176] In October 2021, Kirk began the "Exposing Critical Racism Tour" of a number of campuses and off-campus venues to "fight racist theories on America's college campuses!"[177][178] He also opposed Juneteenth (a day which commemorates the end of slavery in the U.S.) being declared a federal holiday, describing it as "anti-American" for promoting "a neo-segregationist view" that he alleged sought to supplant Independence Day.[179]

On July 11, 2023, after the Supreme Court ruled that colleges can no longer employ affirmative-action practices in admissions, Representative Sheila Jackson Lee stated on the House floor, "I rise today as a clear recipient of affirmative action, particularly in higher education. I may have been admitted on affirmative action, both in terms of being a woman and a woman of color, but I can declare that I did not graduate on affirmative action." Kirk reacted to this on his podcast on July 13, 2023, by stating "If we would have said three weeks ago [...] that Joy Reid and Michelle Obama and Sheila Jackson Lee and Ketanji Brown Jackson were affirmative-action picks, we would have been called racist. But now they're comin' out and they're saying it for us!" He continued, "You do not have the brain processing power to otherwise be taken really seriously. You had to go steal a white person's slot to go be taken somewhat seriously."[180][181]

In January 2024, Kirk said that a "myth" had been created around King which had "grown totally out of control" and that King was currently "the most honored, worshiped, even deified person of the 20th century" despite "most people" supposedly disliking him during his life. Responding to accusations by Malcolm Kenyatta that he was working to undermine King and the Voting Rights Act of 1965, Kirk called this claim "a lie" and "fear-mongering", and added that telling the "truth" about King "should not be trampling sacred ground" since he was "just a man ... a very flawed one at that" and a "mythological anti-racist creation of the 1960s". Kirk later said he had "found the sacred cow of modern America" in criticizing King.[182] Also in January 2024, Kirk blamed DEI programs for national aviation issues, saying, "If I see a Black pilot, I'm going to be like, 'Boy, I hope he's qualified.'"[183][184][185]

NBC News reported that Kirk's comments about DEI programs and his comment about Black or African American airline pilots resulted in ongoing conflict with the Republican National Committee over outreach to Black voters.[54] Kirk called Jackson a "recipient of affirmative action" and said she was nominated for the Supreme Court because of her race.[186] Kirk blamed the high death toll of the July 2025 Central Texas floods on DEI.[187] On September 9, 2025, while speaking about the killing of Iryna Zarutska, Kirk accused Democrats of spreading a "false narrative" that "that there is a relentless assault against Black people on behalf of white people",[188] saying "White individuals are actually more likely to be attacked, especially even per capita, by Black individuals in this country."[95]

Indians
Kirk was vocal about his disapproval of immigration of Indians, particularly non-Christian Indians, into the U.S. These positions stemmed from views on economic competition and religious pluralism. On the topic of the former, Kirk stated that "America does not need more visas for people from India", arguing that the American workforce has become dominated by Indian-American immigrants effectively decreasing job opportunities for Americans.[189] On the topic of the latter, Kirk commented on how race is less important to culture than religion is, stating that America would still be America if it were ethnically 90% Indian, as long as they were Christian Indians.[190]

Kirk elaborated on Hinduism and his disapproval of its morality due to its polytheism, stating: "When you have multiple gods, you get different moralities. And the West has largely embraced the idea that there is a standard of conduct, or a best way to live."[191] Furthermore, in reply to an inquiry about how that claim was not inclusive of other religious worldviews, he responded: "I don't seek to be inclusive, I seek what his best. And the Ten Commandments are what is best. Would it be offensive to a young Hindu kid? Maybe, maybe not. But it also is a reminder they're living in a country that's a monotheistic country."[191]

Native Americans
Kirk was critical of Federal Indian Policy. He argued for the abolition of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, tweeting that it is "the most mismanaged & inefficient government agency", highlighting that Native Americans are "the most impoverished American demographic despite receiving the most government benefits".[192] He also mentioned alcoholism on reservations, and said that Native Americans had become dependent on government benefits.[193][194]

Relations with Jewish people and Israel
Jewish people
In October 2023, Kirk said on The Charlie Kirk Show that "Jewish donors have been the number 1 funding mechanism of radical, open border, neoliberal, quasi‑Marxist policies ... This is a beast created by secular Jews, and now it's coming for Jews", and also suggested that these Jews control "not just the colleges; it's the nonprofits, it's the movies, it's Hollywood, it's all of it". Soon after, he said that "Jews have been some of the largest funders of cultural Marxist ideas and supporters of those ideas over the last 30 or 40 years."[195] Kirk called on American Jews to stop "subsidizing your own demise by supporting institutions that breed Anti-Semites and endorse genocidal killers".[96]

After Elon Musk endorsed a post which said that "Jewish communities have been pushing the exact kind of hatred against whites that they claim to want people to stop using against them," Kirk defended Musk from charges of antisemitism by claiming the post's charge against Jewish communities was accurate.[196] He went on to claim "the philosophical foundation of anti-whiteness has been largely financed by Jewish donors", but said he was glad that some donors were reconsidering.[197]

In July 2025, Kirk warned his followers against hatred of Jews, calling it "evil" and "demonic".[198] He was quoted as saying that "no non-Jewish person my age has a longer or clearer record of support for Israel, sympathy with the Jewish people, or opposition to antisemitism than I do".[96] However, Kirk was also accused of antisemitism by multiple people and organizations;[96][196][199] with the Anti-Defamation League accusing Kirk of creating a "vast platform for extremists and far-right conspiracy theorists", a critique of which Kirk rejected.[96]

Days prior to Kirk's assassination, Kirk texted associates on WhatsApp that "Jewish donors play into all the stereotypes" and he felt pushed "[to] leave the pro-Israel cause" as donors tried to "bully" him by withholding funding for associating with Candace Owens and Tucker Carlson, two prominent critics of Israel. That month, businessman Robert Shillman cancelled a $2 million donation to TPUSA over Carlson's participation at a TPUSA event. Andrew Kolvet, a spokesperson for TPUSA, reacted to these messages by saying that Kirk's views on Israel were "...complicated and nuanced, and it was a wrestle that was going on for months" and also stated that he believed Kirk was not "turning" on Israel.[200][201]

Some Jewish public figures have defended Kirk against accusations of antisemitism, citing his pro-Israel stance. Kirk was funded by some Jewish donors, including Bernard Marcus.[202] Dennis Prager, the Jewish co-founder of PragerU, was quoted, "To call Charlie Kirk an antisemite — and further, to say he's long been accused of being such — is to so cheapen the word as to render it meaningless."[203]

Government of Israel
Kirk was highly supportive of Israel.[204] During a 2019 visit to Jerusalem, he told an audience "I'm very pro-Israel ... and my whole life I have defended Israel".[96] In August 2025, he said "I have a bulletproof resumé showing my defense of Israel ... I believe in the scriptural land rights given to Israel. I believe in fulfilment of prophecy", and added that he would "fight for" Israel.[205]

In September 2025, conservative political commentator Tucker Carlson claimed that Kirk loved Israel, but disliked Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu and was "appalled by what was happening in Gaza", and most of all he disliked that Netanyahu was using the United States to wage wars on Israel's behalf.[206]

In December 2025, The Jerusalem Post reported that Kirk had sent a letter to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu warning that the country was "losing the information war" among young Americans. According to the report, he argued that reliance on American pro-Israel advocates was insufficient and pro-Palestinian narratives were being spread. Kirk urged Israel to develop a direct, independent voice to communicate its perspective.[citation needed] Elements of his recommendations were subsequently considered in Israel's adoption of new messaging reforms, including multilingual digital content and the use of personal testimonies to reach international audiences.[207]

Several Israeli government ministers, politicians, and political activists mourned Kirk's death, with many describing him as a "friend of Israel" and a few linking his killing to anti-Zionists.[199] Israel's Foreign Minister Gideon Sa'ar described Kirk as a representation of "the Judeo-Christian values that unite Israel and America" and a "fearless warrior for truth and freedom".[97] Netanyahu said he had invited Kirk to Israel prior to Kirk's death, while Morton Klein said Kirk had recently accepted an invitation to speak at the Zionist Organization of America's national gala.[96]

Islam
In 2025, Kirk wrote wrote on Twitter that "Islam is the sword the left is using to slit the throat of America."[97] Following the victory of Zohran Mamdani in the 2025 New York City Democratic mayoral primary, Kirk posted that "24 years ago a group of Muslims killed 2,753 people on 9/11. Now a Muslim Socialist is on pace to run New York City." Liberal Fox News commentator Jessica Tarlov asked Kirk to take down the "gross and Islamophobic" post.[208] In a separate post, Kirk argued that "It's not Islamophobia to notice that Muslims want to import values into the West that seek to destabilize our civilization."[209] Earlier in 2018, Kirk spoke at the annual conference of anti-Muslim group ACT for America, an organization with multiple ties to Turning Point USA.[210]

Immigration and deportation
At a 2023 event at Missouri State University, Kirk said that immigration to the United States should be completely stopped.[131] In the lead-up to the 2024 presidential election, Kirk promoted the false claim that Haitians in Springfield, Ohio, were eating residents' pets and other wildlife.[211] Kirk called for the use of force against migrants at the U.S.–Mexico border, including the use of tear gas, rubber bullets and whips. Kirk said that migrants were "bringing force upon themselves" by "invading" the country. In justifying this use of force, Kirk promoted false claims of disproportionate criminality among migrants, saying: "Those are the men that will go into your communities and break into your homes and rape your women, take your children. But, hey, they're – they're dreamers."[212]

In 2023, Kirk called for Mehdi Hasan to be deported and deplatformed over his views on the COVID-19 pandemic, calling him a "neurotic lunatic" and saying "Send him back to the country he came from. Holy cow! Get him off TV. Revoke his visa."[213] In October 2023, Kirk also called U.S. representative Ilhan Omar a "terrorist sympathizer" and called for her deportation.[131]

Opioid epidemic
Kirk blamed the Chinese government and drug cartels for the opioid crisis in the United States, telling the audience that "almost nobody in this audience has a friend that you've lost to the Russian government but you do have a friend or a family member that has died because of the cartels and the Chinese Communist Party with a fentanyl coming into our communities".[214]

Foreign affairs
Gaza war and Iran-Israel War

Kirk with Alex Marlow and Nigel Farage in December 2018
Kirk often repeated pro-Israeli talking points about the ongoing Gaza war.[115] He blamed Hamas for the deaths of civilians in Gaza,[115] and denied that Israel is starving Palestinians.[96] Kirk said of Palestine, "I don't think the place exists."[215]

Shortly after the October 7 attacks on Israel in 2023, Kirk promoted a conspiracy theory alleging the Israeli government knew that Hamas was going to launch the attack, and that Benjamin Netanyahu allowed it to go ahead as part of a plan to remain in power.[216] In May 2025, Kirk opposed a bipartisan bill to expand anti-BDS laws, which punish the boycott of Israel.[217] He said the bill would "only create more antisemitism, and play into growing narratives that Israel is running the U.S. government".[218]

Kirk opposed U.S. involvement in the Iran–Israel War,[219] warning that a prolonged war would destabilize the region and could trigger a refugee crisis and civil war in Iran, though he maintained "full and complete trust" in Trump.[219]

Russian invasion of Ukraine
Kirk often advanced pro-Russian talking points about the Russo-Ukrainian War.[220] In the days before the Russian invasion of Ukraine, Kirk characterized the tensions as a "border dispute" and repeated false claims from Russian state media that Ukrainian forces had been shelling a Russian separatist enclave. Kirk's spokesman said at the time that while Kirk disagreed with the Russian invasion, he was "rightly questioning" U.S. foreign policy.[221]

Kirk opposed the U.S. sending arms to Ukraine or helping the country financially.[220] In August 2025, Kirk disagreed with Trump's decision to send more military aid to Ukraine, saying: "We were against it with Biden. Why would we be for it now? Unless it gets us to a peace settlement".[222] He called Ukrainian president Volodymyr Zelenskyy a "CIA puppet" and "gangster" who "sent his own people to a senseless massacre",[223] claiming that Zelenskyy had no interest in ending the war.[214] Kirk said that Ukraine should cut spending on what he called a war it could not "win".[223] He also claimed that Crimea could not be returned to Ukraine because "it has always been part of Russia".[223]

In November 2024 Kirk offered an "apology" to the Russian people, stating "very few Americans want war with you" and that "the people obsessed with fighting you forever" were a minority "on their way out of power". His post was shared by Russian state-owned news agency RT.[224] Kirk believed that the U.S. was "wrong" to view Russia as an enemy, although he said he did not like "the Russian Federation or Russian dictator Vladimir Putin".[220] At the February 2022 Conservative Political Action Conference, Kirk said that "the southern border matters a lot more than the Ukrainian border" and "I want every Republican leader ... to call what's happening on the southern border an invasion because two million people waltzed into our country last year."[225]

China and Taiwan
Kirk told his listeners in 2025, "I would say, sadly if we took Taiwan, it would probably start a nuclear war. Our leaders have largely mishandled China. We probably should have taken [Taiwan] in 1950 right after World War II."[226]

Climate change
Kirk opposed the 2016 Paris Agreement on climate change.[227] Kirk promoted climate change denial, calling global warming a hoax.[228] In 2017, Kirk admitted that TPUSA had accepted funding from the fossil fuel industry. He spoke out against targeting fossil fuels and opposed student campaigns that pressured universities to divest from fossil fuels.[8][227] In 2021, a Turning Point USA video featuring Kirk and Candace Owens claimed there is "no factual data to back up global warming" and that scientists do not know the cause; Science Feedback rated the claims inaccurate. Kirk later issued a correction and the video was removed.[229] In 2022, Kirk warned that climate activism would erode American sovereignty and private property, describing it as a Trojan Horse for Marxism and likening it to "pseudo-paganism". He called the statement that climate change is an existential threat "complete gibberish nonsense", stating that if your biggest worry in life is existential, you have a great life, and added that he did not believe human activity is the driver of climate change.[230]

Personal life

Kirk and his wife, Erika, speaking together at an event in Texas in June 2025
In May 2021, Kirk married Erika Kirk (née Frantzve), a businesswoman and podcaster who won the Miss Arizona USA pageant competition in 2012.[231][232] The couple have a daughter, born in August 2022,[233][234] and a son born in May 2024.[234]

Kirk's real estate portfolio consisted of three properties, including a $4.75 million estate in Scottsdale, Arizona,[235][236] and a beachside condominium on the Florida Gulf Coast purchased for $855,000.[237][238]

Religious views
Kirk at the PHP Agency annual convention with Matt Sapaula in 2023
Kirk was an evangelical Christian,[239] belonging to the Calvary Chapel Association.[50] Prior to the early 2020s, Kirk was described as secular and a critic of religious influence on politics and the state.[45][240] He later became a Christian nationalist. In 2021, Kirk partnered with California pastor Rob McCoy to launch TPUSA Faith to mobilize conservative Christians to vote Republican. Kirk's shift was influenced by events such as Trump's move of the American embassy in Israel to Jerusalem and COVID-era church closures, which he and his allies portrayed as religious persecution.[45] In January 2025 he said that he had been keeping a "Jewish sabbath" since 2021, turning off his phone from Friday night to Saturday night, considering it to be a Christian commandment.[241]

Kirk advocated Christian creationism, arguing that evolution is false and that Charles Darwin has been debunked. He has discussed with Randy Guliuzza, the president of the Institute for Creation Research, ICR's support for Young Earth Creationism on his podcast.[242] Kirk's YouTube page includes footage of informal debate on this topic at his signature "Prove Me Wrong" table on campus.[243] Speaking on a podcast episode with creationist Stephen Meyer, Kirk said he was intrigued by Meyer's argument that there was scientific confirmation for intelligent design, contrary to Darwin.[244]

Assassination
Main article: Assassination of Charlie Kirk

Kirk speaking to attendees for his American Comeback Tour at Florida State University, February 27, 2025
On September 10, 2025, while on stage at Utah Valley University in Orem, Utah, for a TPUSA event, "The American Comeback Tour",[245][246] Kirk was fatally shot in the neck. The shooting took place at 12:23 p.m. MDT (18:23 UTC), around 20 minutes after the event began, in front of an audience of about 3,000 people.[247][248][249] Kirk was taken to Timpanogos Regional Hospital in critical condition, where he was pronounced dead later that afternoon.[250][251]

Authorities arrested the suspected shooter, 22-year-old Tyler James Robinson, in Washington, Utah, on September 12.[252] Four days later on September 16, he was subsequently charged with aggravated murder, felony discharge of a firearm causing serious bodily injury, two counts of obstruction of justice, two counts of witness tampering, and commission of a violent offense in the presence of a child.[253] On December 11, the accused made a first in-person appearance in court, before Judge Tony Graf.[254]

Public vigil and memorial service
Main article: Memorial service of Charlie Kirk
On September 14, a public vigil was held for Kirk at John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, and was attended by Trump administration officials and Republican lawmakers including House speaker Mike Johnson, White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt, and Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.[255]

A memorial service followed on September 21, at State Farm Stadium in Glendale, Arizona, which reached full capacity with a total turnout nearing 100,000 people.[256] Prominent figures in attendance included President Trump, Vice President JD Vance, Kennedy Jr., and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth. The list of speakers included political commentator Tucker Carlson, White House chief of staff Susie Wiles, and Kirk's widow Erika,[257] who publicly forgave Robinson during her remarks.[258]

Reactions
Main article: Assassination of Charlie Kirk § Reactions and analysis
President Trump addressing the nation from the Oval Office about the shooting; September 10, 2025
Following the shooting and before Kirk was pronounced dead, Trump called for prayers for him on Truth Social.[251][259] Several prominent political figures from both parties, including all living former presidents (Bill Clinton, George W. Bush, Barack Obama, and Joe Biden), echoed the sentiment,[249][251] as did a number of international heads of governments,[199] among other officials.[260][261][262] Internationally, several vigils were held in honor of Kirk outside of the local U.S. embassies.[263] The vigil in Vienna was attended by the youth wing of the far-right Freedom Party of Austria, as well as far-right activist Martin Sellner.[264]

The American right demanded severe penalties for the individuals responsible for the assassination of Kirk. Steve Bannon, who previously served as an adviser to Trump, has advocated for widespread arrests and a stringent response towards universities. In the meantime, Hegseth instructed his staff to identify and discipline service members who either mocked or expressed approval of Kirk's murder.[265]

In the days after Kirk's death, Americans were equally likely to have a favorable or an unfavorable opinion of him, with many having no opinion.[266] Despite divided public sentiment, commentators and political allies have described Kirk as a major figure in the contemporary American right,[267] citing his influence on youth activism, Christian nationalism, and the MAGA movement.[268][269] Some politicians responded to the shooting by linking it to broader political debates. Republicans have accused liberals of "inciting violence with rhetoric", while Democrats have used the event to further discussions of gun control legislation.[270] Trump and congressional Republicans received criticism for immediately blaming Democrats and liberal beliefs for the shooting, but without evidence,[271][272] drawing allegations of exploiting the death for political gain.[273][274]

Aftermath
Main article: Reprisals against commentators on the Charlie Kirk assassination
Far-right activists such as Laura Loomer called for violence and retaliation in the aftermath of Kirk's assassination,[275] and doxxed people they accused of celebrating or justifying Kirk's death.[276] Right-wing activists and members of the Trump administration's initial demands—that people allegedly celebrating Kirk's death be silenced and fired—soon evolved into a campaign to punish people who expressed criticism of Kirk.[277] The administration's involvement led to comparisons with McCarthyism and cancel culture;[277] The New York Times called it "a conservative version of the cancel culture that only a few years ago was wielded by the American left",[278][273] and said it was evidence of the rise of a "woke right".[273] A USA Today analysis showed that by September 18 more than 100 people—including lawyers, doctors, first responders, and more than 50 high school teachers and college professors—had been censured, suspended, dismissed, or were under investigation.[279] In response to the conservative and government campaign to silence critics of Kirk, especially following the suspension of comedian Jimmy Kimmel's show, various commentators and publications discussed the issues of cancel culture and free speech in the United States in the aftermath of Kirk's death, including among others Tucker Carlson,[280] The Guardian,[281] NBC News,[282] Reuters,[283] and USA Today.[284] Natasha Lindstaedt, a professor in the Department of Government at the University of Essex, writes that some scholars have argued that the characterization of Kirk as a political martyr is "part of a Trump administration campaign to vilify the liberal left."[285]

Legacy and recognition
President Trump posthumously awarding Kirk the Presidential Medal of Freedom on October 14, 2025.
In 2018, Kirk was listed on that year's Forbes 30 Under 30 under Law & Policy.[286][287] In May 2019, he was awarded the honorary degree of Doctor of Humanities (D.Hum.) from Liberty University.[288]

On September 10, 2025, following Kirk's assassination, President Trump ordered that the flag of the United States be flown at half-staff at the White House, on all public buildings and grounds, at all military posts and naval stations, and on all naval vessels of the federal government in the District of Columbia and throughout the United States and its territories and possessions, as a mark of respect for Kirk. The order remained in effect until sunset on September 14.[289]

On September 11, President Trump announced that Kirk would posthumously be awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom.[290] He formally bestowed the award on October 14, what would have been Kirk's 32nd birthday. His widow, Erika, accepted it on his behalf.[291] On September 13, the mayor of the city of Netanya, Israel, announced that a traffic circle in the city would be renamed in honor of Kirk.[292] At Kirk's memorial service on September 21, Hillsdale College president Larry P. Arnn announced that he would be posthumously awarded an honorary degree.[293] On November 12, the city council of Westminster, California partially renamed a street in the city to Charlie Kirk Way.[294]

Books

Kirk in July 2025
Kirk was the author of several books.[295] Along with Brent Hamachek, he co-wrote the 2016 book Time for a Turning Point: Setting a Course Toward Free Markets and Limited Government for Future Generations,[295] which was published by Post Hill Press, a subsidiary of Simon & Schuster.[296] Under the same publisher, Kirk wrote the 2018 book Campus Battlefield: How Conservatives Can WIN the Battle on Campus and Why It Matters.[295][296] Donald Trump Jr. wrote the foreword for the book.[295][296] In a review for The Weekly Standard, Adam Rubenstein described the book as a "hot mess", "nothing more than a marketing pitch for TPUSA", and said the "thin" book was "stuffed with reprintings of his tweets and quotes from others".[297]

In 2020, Kirk wrote The MAGA Doctrine: The Only Ideas That Will Win the Future, which was published by Harper Collins.[295][296] In its review for The New York Times, Gabriel Debenedetti wrote that "Kirk's musing about whether 'The Art of The Deal' might one day be considered a 'religious tract' comes just nine chapters after the book highlights the importance of 'a healthy dose of skepticism about authority figures and experts who think they knew best.' And that's just pages after its dedication to Donald Trump, which is five chapters before Kirk wonders whether Trump might 'be remembered as the president who brought about world peace.'"[298] In Open Letters Review, Steve Donoghue said of the book that "On every page, Kirk writes something that's either trivially, casually wrong ... or just bipartisanly ridiculous".[299]

In 2022, The College Scam: How America's Universities Are Bankrupting and Brainwashing Away the Future of America's Youth was published.[300] In 2024, Right Wing Revolution: How to Beat the Woke and Save the West, was released. In the book, Kirk argues that the United States is "under threat from a lethal ideology that seeks to humiliate and erase anyone that does not bow at its altar".[301] His last two books were both released by Winning Team Publishing, a conservative publishing house co-founded by Trump Jr.[295][296] A book written by Kirk, titled Stop, in the Name of God: Why Honoring the Sabbath Will Transform Your Life, was released by Winning Team Publishing on December 9, 2025.[302]

