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PRESIDENT‘S MESSAGE
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Hello everyone. Happy Spring!

This is my favorite time of the year. Everything is coming back to life, birds
are singing, days are longer, and all around us nature refreshes. It also
brings long days for the ag community. Tilling, planting, and mowing has
started. If you have lived this life, you know it is daunting but rewarding. So
whenever possible, thank your farmer friends and family, they deserve the
recognition. | want to say thank you for your hours, your husbandry to the
animals, your stewardship to the land, and providing the food products that
sustain our lives. Thank you to your families who may not get as much of
your time as they want, this is important work, they will learn many lessons
through this sacrafice. Thank you.

| encourage everyone to mark these upcoming events in your calendar.
Yes they are on the Pomona calendar, but the more you see it the easier it
is to remember.

Berks County Jr Camp — Blue Mt Academy — May 16-18
JUNE 7 IS THE NEXT POMONA MEETING at Kutztown Grange.

We will be having a light lunch afterwards and there will be supplies
available to work on Grange contests and crafts. So please join us and
enjoy some fellowship and get those creative energies flowing.

Our Chicken BBQ fundraiser is starting to get organized.

Mike, Fern, and Henry are setting the details. We will have BBQ donation
(continued page 5)
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Berks County Youth and Junior Grange News

r County Camp

| May 16-18, 2025

I Blue Mountain Camp (Olivet Boys and Girls
Club)

I Camp Coronation — May 18" at 11am

I We will be serving lunch for all attendees at
I camp. Please RSVP with Gail the number of
non-camp participants (i.e. non-
I campers/helpers/counselors etc.) who will be
I attending coronation so we have a headcount
for meal prep purposes. (Ideally by May 1,
but still contact if decided after).

Attention all YOUTH
The Pomona meeting in June will be a
Youth meeting. We would like the Youth to
take the officer chairs for the meeting.
Please reach out to Gail if you are able to
and willing to be a Youth Officer for the
June 7" meeting at Kutztown Grange.

Thank you, Virginville Grange, for allowing the
I Junior/Youth to use the hall for our line dancing
I fundraisers.

I Thank you to everyone who supported and

I advertised our event. Next is set for November 22 —
Tentative Times: Open hall at 6:30 for food sales —

Dancing 7-10.

Thank you, Fleetwood Grange, for hosting
the Juniors for our annual sleepover!

Thank you to everyone who came out for the R-
Phils ball game and supported our junior royalty as
they threw out the first pitch. We are hoping to
make this an annual event!

We approximately received $100 back from ticket
sales to support the junior/youth account.

State Youth and Junior Grange Camps

Registration for youth and junior camp
for the state level are closing soon.
Youth camp is June 27-June 29 and

Junior camp is June 29-July 5.

1styear Youth camp attendees will be
reimbursed for half of the cost from the
Berks account!

Carpool information for camps to be
posted on Facebook in early-mid June.

Westy Fundraiser
Be on the lookout for a Westy
fundraiser night in September!
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2025 Junior Attendance Contest

In order to qualify, a junior member must participate
in at least 3 junior events (i.e. sleepover, camp, swim
party, fall/winter event), the line dancing fundraiser
(preparing, participating in, and/or cleaning up), and 1
contest on the State level.

Upcoming activities:

¢ County Camp (May 16-18, Blue Mountain Camp)
¢ June Pomona (June 7th, Kutztown Grange)

State Youth Camp (June 27- 29 13/14 yrs invited
State Camp (June 29 - July 5, Camp Sylvan Hills)
Swim Party (July 26, 6-9pm, Schoey Pool)

Sept. Pomona (September 6th, Gouglersville)
Fall Activity (September 21, 4pm, TBD)

Winter Activity (December 6%, Ontelaunee)
December Pomona (December 13, Hamburg)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
MAY—JULY 2025

REMEMBER, ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. PLEASE KEEP CHECKING THE WEBSITE OR FACEBOOK FOR CANCELLA-
TIONS OR DATE CHANGES.

May 16-18 County Junior Camp &Blue Mountain Camp, Hamburg

May 18 Camp Coronation, 11 a.m. (note time change)

May 19 Kutztown Basket Bingo, 6:30 p.m.***

May 19 Kutztown Grange Hoagie Sale. »

June 2 Pioneer Grange Italian Hoagie Sale*

June 7 County Meeting @Kutztown Grange Hall (note, not June 1)

June 25 Ag-Legislative Meeting, 7:30 p.m. @Ontelaunee Grange

June 28-30 State Youth Camp

June 29—July 5 State Junior Camp

July 7 Jr. Team Meeting, 7 p.m. via Zoom

July 9—12 Berks County Fair

July 11 ECHO deadline

July 13 Fleetwood Grange Strawberry & Ice Cream Festival (see article for details)
July 26 Junior Swim Party @Shoemakersville Pool (note date change—not August 16)
July 28 ECHO collate, 3 p.m., Ontelaunee Grange Hall

Aug 4—9 Kutztown Fair

Aug 4 Pioneer Grange Ham & Cheese or Turkey & Cheese Sandwich Sale**

*Pioneer: S6 per sandwich. Pickup at the grange hall from 3—5 p.m. Call orders to Tammy at 610-463-7213

by May 25.

**Pjoneer: $5 per sandwich. Pickup at the grange hall from 3—5 p.m. Call orders to Tammy at 610-463-7213 by July 24.
***Kutztown Grange: Starts @6:30 p.m. Doors open @5.30 p.m. Call 610-395-3889 by May 15 for tickets. $20 for 25
games.

AKutztown Grange: $6 per sandwich. Pickup at the grange hall 6 p.m. Must call 610-395-3889 by May 12 to order.

BERKS HEIM by Anna Heffner

Church services are happening on Sundays at 2:30. We need volunteers for the following Sundays: 6/1, 6/8, 6/29, 7/6,
7/20, 8/3, 8/20, 8/31, 9/21, 10/12, 10/19, 11/2, 11/16, 11/30, 12/7, 12/14, and 12/21. Even if you have signed up to vol-
unteer, please sign up for more dates, since we need to cover these dates. Please call Anna Heffner (610-207-9755) if
you can help or if you know someone who can help with this activity.

Heim Fest will be held September 13, 2025, which means that it will not be a conflict with our Sep-

tember Pomona meeting. This means that Grange members will be able volunteer to help at Heim

Fest, without having to skip our Pomona meeting. Volunteers are needed from 10:30am to 4:00pm.
Split shifts can be arranged, no need to be there the whole time. Please call me if you are available | \
to help with this activity.

The volunteer board is asking for volunteers to bake for the bake sale at Heim Fest. Please consider making cupcakes,
cookies, brownies, etc. | will be calling several granges to ask for donations soon.

Items for this years Santa's Corner will be needed early in December. More on this next Echo.
The Volunteer Service Board is still in need of new members! If you or someone you know are interested in becoming a

member call me. You can become a representative for your church or other organization or as an independent member.
If you know someone who might be interested, even if they are not grange members, let me know.




50/50 RAFFLE — HELP RAISE FUNDS FOR POMONA

The Berks County Pomona Grange is holding a 50/50 raffle for the months of March, April, and May 2025. The drawing will be

held at the June 7, 2025, Pomona meeting, 11 a.m.

50 percent of what is collected will go into the Pomona treasure and the other 50% will be divided equally among 6 winners.

For each fundraising activity, Pomona would like to at least $2,000 to put into the treasury to help fund activities throughout the

year. A total of 3,000 tickets were printed. We are asking each Grange member to help by either purchasing tickets and/or sell

tickets.

If you are willing to sell tickets, call Fern, 610-401-6458. If you are willing to support Pomona and would like to purchase tickets

and are unable to see a salesperson, you are more than willing to forward a check (payable to Berks County Pomona Grange) to

Fern Kulp (11 Gilmore Road, Kutztown PA 19530) and she will deposit the appropriate number of tickets in the drawing for you.

(Please make sure you include your phone number.) $2 will give you 1 ticket for the drawing; $5 will give you 3 tickets for the

drawing; $10 will give you 7 tickets for the drawing; $20 will give you 15 tickets for the drawing or if you want to give more, the

appropriate number of tickets will be deposited to meet the amount given.

Our goal is to raise at least $6,000: $3,000 for Pomona; $3,000 to distribute to winners.

All monies and stubs need to be returned to Fern Kulp by Sunday, June 1, 2025. If throughout the 3 months you sold all your tick-

ets, you can call Fern (610-401-6458) to hand them in and/or to get more tickets. We need everyone’s help to achieve this

COMMUNITY SERVICE by Michael Adams

I want to Thank the Granges and members that supported the Keystone Military
Families at the March Pomona meeting. We donated 95 pounds of items and $210
to them. They appreciated what we did to help the families of veterans.

This quarter, I am asking Granges and members to do what they can to support
“BLESSED BEGINNINGS.” They are a Christian non-profit that fills laundry bas-
kets full of household necessities and provides them for individuals that are starting
over after abuse. Along with these necessities, they include a Bible in each basket
that has a personal handwritten message and highlighted verses. They pray that
along with helping ease the financial burden of starting over, these individuals can
also find hope in Jesus. Our hope is that every individual who receives a basket will
feel Encouraged, Empowered, and Uplifted once again!

Items they use to fill a laundry basket; salt & pepper, garlic & onion powder, oreg-
ano, cinnamon, Ziploc bags, foil, cling wrap, food containers, steak knives, can
opener, peeler, pot holder/oven mitt, kitchen towel, dish rags, dinnerware set-eating
utensils-drinking cups (sets of 4), cooking spoons, spatula/flipper, whisk, cutting
board, measuring cups & spoons, paper towels, toilet paper, tissues, blanket, bath &
hand towels-washcloths (2 of each), scissors, batteries (AA&AAA), trash bags, band
aids, cotton sets, shower curtain & hooks, multi-purpose cleaner, Windex, toilet
cleaner & brush, furniture polish, sponges, dish & hand soap, laundry detergent,
dryer sheets, dust pan & brush, & Clorox wipes.

Wish List Items: crock pot (6qt or larger), cooking pots & pans, toaster, baking
dishes.

Jordan Rentschler, from Blessed Beginnings, will present a program at the
June meeting. Together, let’s see if we can increase the number of items and mone-
tary donations.

LET’S SAVE POMONA
MONEY!

If you know you will be moving, please
inform your Grange Secretary of your
address change so she/he can forward
that “change of address” to Fern to
update ECHO mailings.

Better yet, why not give your email
address to Fern Kulp so you can re-
ceive the ECHO paperless. Fern would
send you an email notifying you that
the current ECHO newsletter is now
available on the grange website
(berkscountygrange.org) .

In addition, you would receive the
ECHO newsletter in advance of those
who receive the paper copy. (Email
Fern at: clk19530@enter.net Sub-
ject line: ECHO email address)

Thanks for your consideration.

(appreciate those of you who have
already changed to paperless.)




SEPTEMBER CHICKEN BBOQ

The Berks County Grange will be hosting a Kauffman Chicken
BBQ on Sunday, August 31 from 1lam-2pm, this is Labor Day
weekend, at the Ontelaunee Grange Hall. A ticket will cost $14 &

is planning to hold a bake sale and selling pepper cabbage.

We are asking Grange members to sell tickets and we are offering £
the incentive of 1 free ticket for every 15 tickets sold. We know
that it may be hard for members to sell tickets, depending on the location. We are suggesting that you sell
tickets, pick up the dinners, and then set up a time and location closer to your customers.

The tickets will be distributed at the June Pomona Grange meeting. The tickets will be distributed to the
presidents, but if you have trouble getting tickets, please contact the committee members for tickets after the
June Pomona meeting. Poster is included in this newsletter—please make copies and hang throughout com-
munity.

Committee members; Michael Adams 610-562-5933 David Merkel 484-890-3768
Fern Kulp 610-401-6458 Henry Seidel ~ 610-223-1082
THE ABSOLUTE DEADLINE FOR TICKET SALES WILL BE SUNDAY AUGUST 10*!!

OLEY FAIR SOUP STAND

Volunteers Needed! Mark your calendars

for the Oley Fair which will be held on Sep- PRESIDENT‘S MESSAGE (continued)

tember 18-20, 2025.
) ) i request letters at the June meeting. Anyone who can take a letter to
We will again be manning the Soup Stand

and if we have more volunteers than work a business that would sponsor us would be greatly appreciated. This
people can help in other areas. The stanci idea is to defray the administrative costs involved or even donation of
is open from 9AM to 10PM and we ask goods for the meals.

that people sign up for 2 or more hours at
a time. Parking passes will be provided

and anyone interested in helping can call Jr Swim Party — Shoey Pool — July 26
or email Henry Seidel at 610-223-1082 or

hiseidel@aol.com. Kutztown Fair August 4-9

A sign up sheet will be available at the Pomona Chicken BBQ — August 31
June and September meetings.

Berks County Fair July 9-12

FLEETWOOD GRANGE STRAWBERRY & ICE CREAM FESTIVAL

This year’s Strawberry and Ice Cream Festival at the Fleetwood Grange will be on June 13th from 4-9pm. We will be having the
Happy Dutchmen Band for entertainment while you eat your fill of a delicious assortment of food and desserts. Of course, make
sure to leave space for your strawberries and ice cream!

There will be a quilt raffle and Chinese auction as well as children’s activities.

All tickets will be sold at the event with winners drawn at 8:30pm. The winners do not need to be present to win.



POMONA HIGHLIGHTS

The following are highlights from the March 1, 2025, Pomona meeting that was held at by Pioneer Grange. Remember, it is al-
ways better to be at the meeting to give your input and find out information first hand.

4-H Youth who received scholarships from Pomona presented programs: Danica Rhoads, Owen Kutz, and Zachary Gougler
Dan Brown introduced himself—he is running for the Penn State Board of Trustees

Photo contest was reviewed. This is a virtual contest. All photos get submitted to the State Lecturer

Attendance: 23 Brothers, 29 Sisters, 3 Juniors and 1 Mini-Junior 5 visitors Total: 61

2024 Taxes were completed and filed

Applebee’s fundraiser—coupons are available for purchase—no expiration date

After June Pomona, a light lunch will be planned, followed by a community service workshop/social time at the Kutztown
Grange hall

Lottery calendar income was $3,342.22

Chicken BBQ tickets will be available at the June Pomona meeting (or check with your grange President)

50/50 Raffle will be held at the June 7 Pomona meeting, 11 a.m. If you have tickets to turn in, please do so to Fern Kulp by

June 1, if possible. If you want to purchase tickets and was not asked, see article within this ECHO issue for details.
Donated $500 to the Kutztown Fair

Berks County Fair May 18: Bag Bingo, chicken BBQ, cornhole tournament

Donated $500 to Berks County Fair

Berks Heim—May bake sale—if you are interested in baking any times, call Anna Heffner, 610-207-9755

2026 State Session planning committee is looking for volunteers for October 15-18, 2026, State Session at Holiday Inn Her-
shey/Harrisburg in Grantville PA

County membership: 914

Sierra Merkel was given the 5th degree

Donated $75 to Berks County Dairy Promotion

Donated $100 to each: PA State Junior Department, Youth Department, Deaf & Community Service Department
Michael Adams was the Contest Winner

Derek Schroeder was elected/and installed to fill vacant Executive Committee seat

Still looking for a Finance Committee member for 2025 election

David Merkel and Henry Seidel were named delegates for the Penn State Board of Trustees election

Due to a National Grange event conflict, the PA State Grange Family Festival is not occurring this year. July 12 will be a State
Grange picnic at Knoebel’s in its place. More information to com.

Bernville Grange is unable to host the December 2025 meeting; therefore, Hamburg Grange will be hosting December 13
Pomona

Juniors presented a program on Mardi Gras and Fat Tuesday




FAMILY ACTIVITIES (FA) cCo-Chairs: Jane Adams (jladams2@gmail.com 610-507-5933)
Denise Clare (dic416@yahoo.com 610-763-1282)

Hello there! Some days it feels like Spring has sprung, others not so much.

Please see last quarter’s FA article for the detailed State Grange contests or if you prefer, access the pagrange.org website
(Documents, Policy, and Other Documents) for all specific rules, including “size details.” You do not want to work hard on a new
project just to have it disqualified for being too large or small. We will also have some extra paper FA contest copies at upcom-
ing Pomona meetings. Baking/needlework county level judging will be at the September 6" meeting. Our next Family Activities

Group meeting will be held at 9AM before the June Pomona meeting. Everyone is invited!

Our committee still has some of the 150" Anniversary grange cookbooks for sale at $25 each. They make great gifts for
special events or a new college student/graduate. Contact Jane Adams, if interested. Also, as a committee fundraiser, we have a
few Applebee hamburger certificates still available. Cost is $10 each and they are good for any hamburger on the menu (except
for the 2 for $25). They have no expiration date and are good at many restaurants in PA, NJ, DE and MD. Locations are on the
certificate and would be ideal to take on vacation. Contact your grange’s chairperson to purchase.

To compliment the Berks County Chicken BBQ (held at Ontelaunee Grange) on Sunday, August 31*, we would like to re-
quest that each grange provide 4-5 baked items to be part of the Baked Goods for sale, along with the Pepper Cabbage sale
(provided by Sharon Heck/Fleetwood Grange). Sounds delicious!! Help to prep and sell is always appreciated. More on that
later.

SAVE THE DATE!! As part of the June 7" Pomona day at Kutztown Grange, we will be serving a meal
after the meeting conclusion and using some of the afternoon as a working/social get together (projects,
cards, board games, snacks). **We invite everyone (young, older, and all those in between) to come and

help work on our special “Caring for Cancer” projects which include making Chemo Caps for Cancer patients (various

methods and sizes) and simple Tote Bags. Maybe learn how to knit or crochet. We are also inviting other committees to
join us and spend time on their projects or have activities. Let’s make this FUN!! Special invites with details
will be sent to the granges and posted online shortly.

If anyone has extra material or yarn/needle supplies that you would like to donate from your stash, please bring them to our

June Pomona meeting. CrochetforCancer.org is a great resource for information. All items will be donated locally to Cancer
treatment centers. As always, suggestions are always welcome. Come Join the FUN!!

AGRICULTURE REPORT by Doug Sattazahn

You may not realize that much of Eastern Pennsylvania is still in prolonged drought. Dry conditions from less than normal
precipitation started developing two years ago. Factors like stream flow, groundwater levels, rainfall and soil moisture are
measured by the state to determine what counties are under warnings. A drought watch is the first level of these designa-
tions. One county is at the next level, drought warning. Yes, you guessed it, Berks. Residents on drought warning are encour-
aged to reduce their individual water use by 10 to 15 percent, or a reduction of six to nine gallons of water per day.

With the planting season upon us, farmers are again facing a spring where moisture seems hard to come by. Some strategies
to deal with dry soil are planting deeper to find moisture and keeping fertilizers that rob moisture from the seed out of the
seed furrow. Still, the dry trend will be a challenge for anyone in our area that is trying to grow something. To assist affected
agricultural producers, the USDA has issued emergency loan programs for counties designated as natural disaster areas.
These loans can help cover costs such as replacing essential equipment or livestock. Additionally, the U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration (SBA) is offering Economic Injury Disaster Loans to small businesses that have suffered financial losses due to the
drought .
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State Session 2026 Happy Spring/Almost Summer!

State Session will be held in our region in 2026 at the Holiday Inn Harrisburg/Hershey. It is just off Rte 81 at Grant-

ville The dates will be October 15-18. We are the chairs for session and are looking for help. We need a variety of help
both before session and during session. We are looking to put together a list of volunteers who are interested in helping
with session.

If you are interested in helping out, please reach out to Derek at 610-698-3999 or via email at our email for session:
sessionchairs2026@gmail.com. We will be starting to schedule meetings in the next few weeks. They will take place in
person at Gouglersville Grange (1893 Old Lancaster Pike, Sinking Spring, PA) and we will plan on having Zoom as an
option for those who are unable to make them in person.

-Barbara and Derek Schroeder

VIRGINVILLE GRANGE COMMUNITY SERVICE

As the days get longer and the flowers begin to bloom we hope everyone is starting to get spring fever and finding some
time to enjoy the beautiful weather! Our committee has been busy and we held our benefit bingo in March. We were able
to help Amber Santiago, a community member battling cancer. Thank you to everyone who came out to play, helped with
bingo, or made baked goods to sell. Additionally, 509 canned goods were collected and delivered to Keystone Military
Families in Shoemakersville.

The community service committee will, once again, be holding our annual fundraiser that will be a dine-in or take out event
this year. This event will be benefiting BreAnn Whistler, a local community member battling cancer. We will be celebrating
"Dairy Month" and will have chicken dinners and farm show milkshakes available for purchase. Orders are due by Monday,
May 19th, 2025. You can place your order by contacting Courtney Gougler at 610-914-5242 (call or text) or by email at
bcgougler@gmail.com. When ordering, please provide your name, contact number, and how many chicken dinners you will
be purchasing. Baked goods and drinks will also be available for purchase. Payment can be made at pick-up by cash or
check (made out to VGCSC). We look forward to seeing you!

When: Sunday, June 1, 2025
Time: 11-2 p.m.
Where: Virginville Grange Hall (Main Street, Virginville, PA 19564)
What: Farm Show Milkshakes (vanilla, chocolate, twist) - 16 oz - $6.00
Kauffman's Chicken BBQ (1/2 chicken, baked potato, applesauce, & roll with butter) - $13.00

As always, please let us know of any groups or individuals that could benefit from our help.

PROGRAM COORDINATOR by
Deb Kieffer

SCHOLARSHIP
Spring is finally upon us. Now WINNERS
let's just pray for rain. At the Zachary Gougler
June Pomona meeting we will
have the Youth filling the offi-

cers seats and presenting the

Owen Kutz

Danica Rhoads

program. Hope you have a great
President: David

Merkel

meeting. Since Kauffman’s BBQ
restaurant is closed that week

for a family wedding, | will be
away. | will see everyone in Sep-
tember




CONTEST CORNER

NAME GRANGE

Please bring your completed contest form to the June Pomona meeting. You must be present to win.

The weather is starting to warm up. Outside work is now in full swing. School is almost done for the year. Let's see what we re-
member from our early school years. Fill in the next line of these nursery rhymes. The number in the () is how many words the an-
swer is.

1.
2.
3.

Mary had a little lamb whose fleece was (3)

All the king's horses and all the king's men couldn't put (3)
Hey diddle diddle, the cat and the fiddle, the (5)

. There are 12 verses of London Bridge Is Falling Down. What is the last line of each? (3)

The itsy bitsy spider climbed up the waterspout. Down came the rain and (4)

©° =2

10. The cupboard was bare, and so (5)

Jack fell down and broke his crown and (4)

Little Jack Horner sat in a corner (4)

Little Miss Muffet sat on a tuffet, eating her (3)
The clock struck one, (4)

11. Rub-a-dub-dub, 3 men in a tub, and who do you think they be? (8)
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