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COUNCIL REPORTS – Clan MacLeod Society USA AGM New Mexico April 25, 2019 
 

1. President – Weeden Nichols        Page 2-5 

2. Vice President – John W McLeod       Page 6 

3. Publicist – Judy MacLeod        Page 7 

4. National Secretary – Sandy McLeod       Page 8 

5. Vice President of Regional Coordination – Robert McLeod    Page 9 

6. Treasurer – Kris McFadden       Page 10-12 

7. Youth Coordinator – Sasha Macleod        See RVP report 

8. Migration Director – Ann McLeod      Page 13-14  

9. Dunvegan Foundation – John B. MacLeod     Page 15-16 

10. Internet Editor – Ian Good        Page 17-23 

11. Vice President of Membership – Anne L MacLeod     Page 24 

12. Awards Chairman – Franklin Wyatt III     Page 25 

13. Chaplain – Robert Lewis       No Report  

14. Piping Chairman – Tim MacLeod      No Report  

15. Nomination Committee – John Norman MacLeod    No Report 

   

RVP REPORTS – Clan MacLeod Society Alexandria Nov. 30, 2018  

16. Upper Midwest – Eugene McLeod           Page 26 

17. Great Lakes – Judy MacLeod        Page 27 

18. Gulf Central – Jeff McLeod        Page 28 

19. Missouri Valley and Youth, 21st Century  – Sasha Macleod    Page 29-30 

20. Northeast – Bonnie Denka            Page 31 

21. Pacific – Tammie Vawter             Page 32 

22. Southeast – Ann McLeod        Page 33 

23. South Central – Robin Ingram       Page 34 

24. Carolinas – Franklin Wyatt III       Page 35 

25. Mid-Atlantic – Steve MacLeod       Page 36 

26. Northwest  - Scott Lewis       No Report 

27. New England – Chris Barker       No Report  

28. Southwest – Vacant        No Report 
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Vice-President Report 

In the past few months I have represented Clan MacLeod Society at only a few functions. Last January I went to the 

Central Florida Highland Games in support of Matt McCloud. I followed this up with the Northeast Florida Highland 

Games during February in support of John and Linda MacLeod. March saw me visiting Dothan, Alabama in support 

of Jeff and Cindy McLeod. Those were the games that I made a point of representing the Society. I also went to a 

Robert Burns supper in Jacksonville, Florida where Ann and I represented Clan MacLeod Society. 

I asked questions about the liability issue of Clan tent sponsors at the games. We all, at one time or another, have 

signed the “hold harmless” letter for the games we attended. I checked on this and we are pledging not to sue the 

games organizers if WE are injured in our tents at the games. Part of this is the set up and tear down period as well 

as the day or days of the games. The games organizers do have liability insurance for guests to the games. I will 

further research this. My remaining question is: even if we sign the “hold harmless” agreement yet purchase a 

ticket to the games, are we covered by their insurance should we injure ourselves while away from our clan tent 

area? 

I am looking forward to the future of Clan MacLeod Society with a bit of anxiety. Where do we want to go? What 

do we want to accomplish? How do we increase interest in our society in this day of social media interaction? How 

can we interest younger people in joining, participating, and holding office? Can we forge ahead into the world of 

the generations to come? How do we get our newsletter published in this 21st century? I will be looking to those 

who have had the most influence on the day to day operations of the society for suggestions and possible 

solutions.  

Many societies are experiencing the same problems we are when it comes to gaining members and retaining 

members. Membership is getting older. Weeden reminded us that he is probably the oldest president the society 

has had. I will also be long in the tooth at the end of my tenure. These are but a few of the concerns I have for our 

continued success as a society. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

John W. McLeod 

Vice President, Clan MacLeod Society USA 
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ANNUAL PUBLICIST REPORT – 2019 

Judith MacLeod…judyanaperville@aol.com 

 

We place ads in the following 3 PUBLICATIONS: 

THE HIGHLANDER-magazine-6 issues a year 

SCOTTISH LIFE-magazine- 6 issues a year 

SCOTTISH BANNER-newspaper monthly 

There was a change to the 3 ads as Anne L. MacLeod wanted a different 

address posted. 

The Highlander magazine featured a photograph I had sent in of the Clan 

MacLeod group ready for American Day tea at parliament. In spite of the size 

you could see everyone fairly well. 

I try to submit at least one article every year. The Highlander will feature an 

article about Michael McClure, Southern Illinois Commissioner in an upcoming 

edition. If you have someone in your region that you would like to 

feature…write something up and send it to me! 

Both the Scottish Life Magazine and the Scottish Banner newspaper are now 

offering Links on their website to all their advertisers. This is new and a great 

way to get interested people connected to our Clan MacLeod USA website. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by, 

Judy MacLeod  

Publicist, Clan MacLeod Soc. USA 
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National Secretary’s Report – Sandy McLeod 

AGM – New Mexico, April 2019 

 

The AGM notification in the Irish Echo, a publication in New York county, 

New York, will run the three weeks prior to the meeting in Las Cruces, 

New Mexico.  This fulfills the bylaw requirement of member notification 

which in the past had been fulfilled through the Newsletter with specific 

publication dates.   This allows more time and flexibility to the 

Newsletter Editor. 
 

Anne L. MacLeod has been sending out simple proxy forms along with 

renewals just prior to a general meeting.  Even though this has worked 

out well, it still would be appreciated if RVPs and other council 

members would ask members to send their simple proxies to the Vice 

President of Membership. 

Any council member who will not be attending the New Mexico 

meeting should also send a proxy for both the council and general 

meeting to Anne L. 
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VP Regional Coordination 

2019 AGM Report 

Two vacant regional vice president positions have been my major focus this year. 

In the New England region we were left leaderless with the passing of John S. MacLeod.  After a 

two year vacancy, that position has been filled with an extremely capable and energetic person 

in Christopher Barker from Rhode Island.  Chris has done a wonderful job in “rallying the 

troops” in his region and endured his baptism under fire by hosting the Loon Mountain Games.  

This is one of the largest events in the country and the 2nd most attended event in all of New 

Hampshire.  We are very lucky in bringing Chris on board. 

We have struggled for some time in finding leadership in the Southwest region. After numerous 

emails, phone calls, and registered letters, the previous incumbent has become MIA.   Dale 

Lewis from Phoenix has stepped forward and is considering taking over this geographically 

expansive region. Dale is well experienced in highland games and Scottish culture.  If he accepts 

this position, our regions will all be fully staffed and well managed.  

In order to keep our experiences current, Sandy and I have cohosted or hosted games in 

Nashville, TN; Florence, SC; Myrtle Beach, S.C. and hopefully later this year Wilmington, NC. 

As co-president (yes that’s the title) of the Scottish Society of Wilmington, NC I have formed a 

committee to have erected a fitting monument to the 20,000 or more Scottish Highlanders 

including many MacLeod’s that immigrated from the highlands of Scotland to the American 

colonies between the Battle of Culloden and the American Revolution.  While most did not 

settle in Wilmington, when they arrived they traveled up the Cape Fear River, and settled the 

interior in such places as Scotland County, Aberdeen, Laurinburg, Cross Creek (Fayetteville) and 

numerous Scottish named towns and communities.   As a result, North Carolina has a higher 

percentage of Scottish surnamed individuals than any other state.  To these early Scots, 

Wilmington was their version of Ellis Island and should be noted appropriately with a 

monument along the Cape Fear River. 
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UPPER MIDWEST REGIONAL REPORT – APRIL, 2019 

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT 

Eugene McLeod 

N2291 US Highway 151 

Chilton, WI 53014 

(920) 849-3473 

eugmcleod67@gmail.com   

 

COMMISSIONERS 

Pamela Captain – Minnesota   pixiee41@gmail.com  

Fiona MacLeod and Phil Diderrich – Wisconsin  brigadoonwi@yahoo.com  

 

ATTENDANCE AT 2018 GAMES 

Our attendance at the Milwaukee Highland Games, Minnesota Scottish Fair and Highland Games, and Wisconsin 

Highland games in 2018 were summarized in my November 2018 report. 

 

FUTURE GAMES AND EVENTS 

Milwaukee Highland Games, June 1, 2019, in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 

 

Minnesota Scottish Fair and Highland Games, July 19 - 20, 2019 in Eagan, Minnesota  

 

Wisconsin Highland Games, August 30 -September 1, 2019 in Waukesha, Wisconsin 

 

Northeast South Dakota Celtic Faire and Highland Games, September 14 – 15, 2019 in Aberdeen, South Dakota 

 

MACCRIMMON QUAICH 

As previously reported, Rhys O’Higgins won our annual competition for the MacCrimmon Quaich at the 2018 

Wisconsin Highland games in Waukesha, Wisconsin.   

 

ADDITONAL SOCIAL FUNCTIONS 

Robert Burns Supper, February 11, 2019 in Milwaukee  

Fiona MacLeod and Phil Diderrich accompanied Jackie and I to the Milwaukee Robert Burns Club supper.  Clan 

MacLeod was also represented by the Burns club president, Priscilla “Pete” Kucik.  It was a memorable event with 

a native Glaswegian addressing the haggis and entertaining us with songs and poetry.   

ADDITIONAL AWARDS 

Special service award nominations for 2018 were included in my July report. 

 

NEW ITEMS 

Our regional membership numbers have increased.  I have appointed Fiona MacLeod and Phil Diderrich as 

Wisconsin Commissioners.   

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pixiee41@gmail.com
mailto:brigadoonwi@yahoo.com
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Great Lakes Region 

Our region has been very busy lately! Michigan Commissioners Patrick & Erica McLeod report a 

lot of tent activity at the Alma and Detroit games. They are very involved and also help out at 

the Children’s tent. In Ohio, a very rainy day and new clan location slowed the pace of visitors 

to our tent…but we are always happy to see those who do come by. The night before the 

Chicago games there was a big thunderstorm…and we arrived on Saturday am to wet items, 

one lost tent roof and 98* heat! Southern Illinois Commissioner, Michael McClure set up at the 

Springfield Games. He brings a huge crowd with his “Jurassic Scotland” display of dinosaur 

murals and easy to view Jurassic bones. Our game season came to an end in October with a visit 

from Pres. Weeden Nichols and his wife Rosalie at the Indianapolis Games. The 38* weather did 

not put anyone off and we had a big crowd. We always enjoy seeing members & their families 

as they grow and change each year. Thanks for all your support and keep coming!! 

In 2020, July 29th-Aug. 2, our region will host the North American Gathering, (a joint meeting 

with Canadian MacLeod’s) in Livonia, Michigan (near Detroit). We have formed a committee 

and have met several times to begin planning our activities. Presently, members are Erica 

McLeod, Sharon Ulmer, Sam MacLeod, Lynette McLeod and new member Glenn Martin. Tours, 

meetings, activities and special speakers are being lined up!  Look for flyers during our next 

games season for details!! 

Submitted by John & Judy MacLeod 

 

 

Front Left: Erica McLeod, Sharon Ulmer, Sam MacLeod 

Back: Lynette McLeod, RVP John MacLeod 
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Northeast RVP – Bonnie MacLeod Denka 
 
To Council Members and AGM Participants  
Subject: Northeast Region Report  
Clan MacLeod Activities:  
  
Burns Night  
Represented our Clan at our local Burns Night celebration at the Brae Loche Inn. My Upstate Commissioners, 
The Carr’s, joined me, along with all our friends from local pipe bands, clans and organizations.  
 
NYC Tartan Day Parade  
I was sorry to have to miss this year’s parade, due to the birth of our first born grandson.  William Michael Oneill 
and mama, Marleiah, (my youngest daughter) are both doing fine. My downstate Commissioner, Will MacLeod 
always does a wonderful job and he has promised to forward pics .  
 
Tartan Tea  
Our local St. Andrews Society is sponsoring a Tartan Tea ,a nice social event that keeps us in contact with our 
Scottish community.   
 
CNY Liverpool Games planning meeting  
I will be attending a planning meeting for the CNY Games, which my immediate family has been the most involved 
with throughout the years. The MacCrimmond Quaich is awarded at this particular game every year.  
 
2019 Games Schedule: 

• Finger Lakes Celtic Festival, May 18th 

• CNY Liverpool,  Aug. 10th 

• Jamestown, Aug. 24th 

• Allegany, June 1st 

• Buffallo Niagara, Aug. 17th & 18th 

• Altamont Capital, Aug. 31st-Sept 1st 

• Ticonderoga, June 15th 

• Quechee, Vermont, Aug. 24th 

• Olcott, Sept. 14 & 15th 

  
Respectfully submitted,   

Bonnie MacLeod Denka     Northeast RVP  
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RVP Pacific Region 

 

Tammie Vawter 

Finished the Games for 2018, Dixon, Pleasanton, Fresno, Ventura. 

 

2019: first Games are Las Vegas (4/13-14) and then the Sacramento Games (to be hosted by Conveners 

Jon and Carol Swindle). 

 

Costa Mesa on Memorial weekend. 

 

We sponsor dance awards at Costa Mesa, San Diego and Ventura in Southern California. 

 

I have dropped the membership for a Southern California group as the activity they offer doesn’t seem to 

be worth the money expenditure by the Region.  They have hosted picnics and such for Southern 

California groups, but the attendance and locations don’t seem to have been of interest to our members. 

 

There are Games in Bakersfield and Queen Mary; both have been dropped from roster-too expensive for 

lodging and poorly organized.  

 

There are some new Games being looked at, one conflicts with a Game I set up for, but Jon and Carol 

are considering. 

 

Nothing much new to say as just about to go into the season! 
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Region Report April 10, 2019 

South Central Region 

Robin McLeod Ingram, RVP 

 

Greetings from Houston!  An update on everything we’ve been up to so far in 2019.   

Games that myself or commissioners will be attending this year: 

1. San Antonio Highland Games, San Antonio, TX.  April 6-7, attended by myself, and Texas Commissioners 

Tex & Kate McCloud. 

2. Houston Highland Games, Sugarland, TX.  April 13, will be attended by me. 

3. Arkansas Scottish Festival, Batesville, Ark.  April 12-14, will be attended by Ark. Commissioner Ron 

McLeod.  The MacCrimmon Quaich will be awarded at the Ark. Games.  A medal has been sent to Ron. 

4. Iron Thistle Highland Games, Yukon, Oklahoma April 26-28, will be attended by new Ok. Commissioner 

Deborah McLeod McQueen.  She has quite a bit of experience as commissioner in California, so I’m very 

happy to have her onboard to help us out in Oklahoma! 

5. Texas Scottish Festival & Highland Games, Decatur, TX. May 10-12, will be attended by me. 

6. Scotfest, Broken Arrow, Ok. Sept. 13-15 will be attended by Deborah McLeod McQueen 

7. Tyler Scottish Festival, Tyler, TX.  Oct. 26, will be attended by me. 

 

I attempted to attend the highland games in Louisiana March 30 but the organizers never responded to me, so will 

try a bit harder next time, otherwise all our areas are covered for 2019 I’m happy to say. 

 

I’ve been very busy on social media.  It’s a first attempt at reaching out to a newer, younger base for continuity.  My 

target audience has been Texas, Louisiana, Oklahoma & Arkansas.   My social media stats are: 

1.  Facebook Boosts – I’ve made 4 FB boosts and 1 page promotion reaching a total of 28,151 people and 2,034 

post engagements (ie. Link clicks, messages, shares, likes).  Facebook page “likes” have gone from 160 when I 

took over in November to 553 and climbing, today.   

2. Instagram – I’ve had one dual promotion that went to Instagram & FB jointly with 395 “likes” for Instagram.  

That’s pretty good since, at the time, I only had 10 followers and 2 posts.  In 2 weeks I’ve gone from 10 followers 

to 22 followers and 6 posts. 

3. I’m playing with Twitter currently, still feeling my way around that one, it remains somewhat of a mystery. 

 

I am currently representing Clan MacLeod as a member of the Houston Highland Games Association. I also 

represented Clan MacLeod as a participant in the 60th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Houston, TX.  

 

Hold Fast!   

Robin McLeod Ingram  
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