January 1, 2021
Mary Mother of God
Gospel: Luke 2:16-21

SAINT MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH

332 S. Lee Street, Americus, GA 31709

1 de Enero del 2021
Maria Madre de Dios
Evangelio: Lukas 2:16-21

General Parish Information / Informacion General de la Parroquia

Parish office phone: 229-924-3495
Parish e-mail: stmaryamericus@gmail.com
Parish website: www.stmaryamericus.com

Parish office hours: Tuesday-Friday: 9:00AM-4:00PM

Parish Staff and Contacts

Parochial Administrator: Father Samuel Aniekwe
Deacon: Rev. Mr. Bernie Bosse

Bookkeeper: Randy Vanderwilt

Bi-lingual Secretary: Mireya Lopez

Pastoral Council President: Lynn Ingle

Finance Council Chair: Deacon Bernie Bosse
Security/Alarm System Caretaker: Chet Crowley
Coordinator of Religious Education (CRE): Ron Akerman
RCIA (English): Deacon Bernie and Louise Bosse
RCIA (Spanish): Raul Yanez and Sara Rueda

Infants/Children Baptism Preparation (English): Deacon Bernie Bosse
Infants/Children Baptism Preparation (Spanish): Juan Alejo and Angélica Sanchez
Liturgical Ministers Coordinators (English): Deacon Bernie and Louise Bosse
Liturgical Ministers Coordinators (Spanish): Sara Rueda and Karina Rueda

Music Coordinator (English): Kathy Calcutt
Music Coordinator (Spanish): Martin Lara
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Rocio Aparicio
Altar Linens: Maureen Turner

Facilities Coordinator: Britt Miller

Parish Council of Catholic Woman (PCCW): Carolyn Campbell

Knights of Columbus #7113 Grand Knight: Andrew Doble

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
Saturday: 5:00 PM (English);
Sunday: 9:30 AM (English); 11:30 AM (Spanish)
Tuesday thru Friday: 12 PM in chapel (English)

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

Rosary before Mass 4:30 PM

HORARIO DE LAS MISAS

Sabado: 5:00 PM (ingles); 6:30 PM (espaiiol)
Domingo: 9:30 AM (ingles); 11:30 AM (espaiiol)
Martes a Viernes a la 12:00 (ingles) en la capilla

INFORMACION SACRAMENTAL

Baptismal Preparation Class - Contact the pastor by phone = Clases de Preparacion Bautismal - Por favor llame

/email to register for a pre-Baptism class at least a month
ahead of a Baptismal date.

Marriage Preparation - Contact the pastor at least 6
months before the expected wedding date.

Anointing of the Sick — For Anointing or for emergency,
please call 412-606-7701.

Reconciliation - Saturday 4:30 pm to 5:00 pm or call Fr.
Samuel for an appointment.

Our Mission: We, the parishioners of St. Mary Catholic
Church in Americus, Georgia, share our diversity while
embracing our common Baptism by worshiping God,
celebrating the Eucharist, honoring Mary, spreading the
Word, and serving others.

nuestros feligreses Juan y Angélica Alejo (229-591-9846)
para registrarse por platicas pre-bautismales a menos un mes
antes del Bautismo proyectado.

Clases de Preparacion de Matrimonio - Las parejas
necesitan comunicarse con el Padre por lo menos seis meses
antes de la fecha de la boda.

Sacramento de la Uncion de un Enfermo - Para Uncion o
Emergencia, llamar 412-606-7701.

Reconciliacion - Sdbado 4:00 pm a 4:30 pm o llame el padre
Samuel por una cita particular.

Nuestra Mision: Nosotros, los feligreses de la Iglesia
Catolica Santa Maria en Americus, Georgia, compartimos
nuestra diversidad mientras abarcando nuestro Bautismo
comun adorando a Dios, celebrando la Eucaristia, honrando
a Maria, difundiendo la Palabra, y sirviendo a los demas.

Diocesan Office for Protection of Children & Youth (912) 201-4074/toll-free hotline is (888) 357-5330



Father Sam’s Corner
Mary, Mother of God
Gospel: Luke 2:16— 21

Guarded Optimism: The spirit of New Year

New year day or eve is a day people welcome with different spirits, resolutions and expectations. Many woke
up on a new day with a heavy heart caused by the pain and grief of last year’s past experience. Some others
woke up with joy-filled heart from the last year’s countless blessings. However, no matter the condition of
our spirit almost everyone sees new year as a day worth celebrating because naturally we have an insatiable
appetite, expectation and admiration for new things. Consequently, new year is one of the new things that
inspires gladness, joy, celebration, hope, and expectations in us. Perhaps we are glad we survived all the pain
and challenges of last year. Or perhaps we hope our new year resolutions and the blessings of the new year
will form/turn our life into the kind of life and person we have always wanted to be. However, the lessons
from past years’ experiences tell us also that it is good sometimes to celebrate our new year with a guarded
optimism. Perhaps this frame of mind will allow us to enjoy the blessings of the new year and accept the
unfavorable conditions of the new year we cannot change. Also, this frame of mind will enable us to seek the
blessing of the Lord as we march into this new year to start to experience the good and bad we may come in
contact with as the days of the year 2021 start to roll into weeks and weeks into months.

The first reading shows that the ancient people of God did the same thing at the beginning of their march into
the new land promised to them by God to be their new homeland. Thus, the Lord instructed Aaron, saying
“say to them: The Lord bless you and keep you! The Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you!
The Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace!” (Numbers 6:22-27). The tune of this Aaron’s blessing
showed the blessing should protect and follow the people of God as they crossover to their new life and that
they should continue to seek the blessing of God all the days of their life. In the same mind as we rejoice that
we are crossing over from old year 2020 to new year 2021, it is germane to thank God and seek His blessing
to enable us to manage both the blessings and challenges of 2021.

The same message was passed on to us today by Luke in today’s Gospel. Thus, Luke said that after seeing the
infant Jesus in a manger, the shepherds returned home glorifying and praising God that all that they saw and
heard about the baby Jesus were just as it had been revealed to them. Also, Mary, the mother of the new born
Messiah, kept all these things, reflecting on them in her mind. This reaction from Mary shows her heart, was
filled with a guarded optimism. In other words, perhaps she was joyful that she would be known as the
mother of the Son of God and at same time as a young woman, she was praying in her heart for the grace to
handle the challenges and responsibilities of being a mother of Jesus. So my dear brothers and sisters in
Christ, it is good that we are here in this house of God to begin this new year with God’s blessing that comes
from this mass and our community prayer. As we crossover to the year 2021, let us keep on praying for the
grace to manage both the joys and challenges of this new year. As Aaron blessed the people of God, as we
crossover to new year may the Lord bless and keep you in His love and care today and all the days ahead.
Amen. Happy New year.

MASS INTENTION REQUESTS

Please contact our office to request for a weekday or weekend Mass to be
celebrated for your intention. You can as well mail your intention with the
stipend (310) to our church or hand them to Father Sam after Mass.

MASS INTENTIONS

1/2/2021 Sat 5:00 Parishioners
1/2/2021 Sat 6:30
1/3/2021 Sun 9:30 + Maria Nguyen

1/3/2021 Sun 11:30




Father Sam’s Corner
Maria, Madre de Dios
Evangelio: Lucas 2:16-21

Optimismo cauteloso: el espiritu del Afio Nuevo

El dia o la vispera de afio nuevo es un dia que la gente recibe con diferentes espiritus, resoluciones y expectativas.
Muchos se despertaron en un nuevo dia con el corazon apesadumbrado causado por el dolor y el dolor de la
experiencia pasada del afio pasado. Algunos otros se despertaron con el corazon lleno de gozo por las innumerables
bendiciones del afio pasado. Sin embargo, no importa la condicién de nuestro espiritu, casi todos ven el afio nuevo
como un dia que vale la pena celebrar porque, naturalmente, tenemos un apetito insaciable, una expectativa y una
admiracion por las cosas nuevas. En consecuencia, el afio nuevo es una de las cosas nuevas que nos inspira alegria,
alegria, celebracion, esperanza y expectativas. Quizas estemos contentos de haber sobrevivido a todo el dolor y los
desafios del afio pasado. O tal vez esperamos que nuestras resoluciones de afio nuevo y las bendiciones del afio
nuevo formen / conviertan nuestra vida en el tipo de vida y persona que siempre hemos querido ser. Sin embargo,
las lecciones de las experiencias de afos anteriores también nos dicen que a veces es bueno celebrar nuestro afio
nuevo con un optimismo reservado. Quizas este estado de animo nos permitira disfrutar de las bendiciones del
nuevo afio y aceptar las condiciones desfavorables del nuevo afio que no podemos cambiar. Ademas, este estado de
animo nos permitird buscar la bendicion del Sefior a medida que avanzamos hacia este nuevo afio para comenzar a
experimentar lo bueno y lo malo con el que podemos entrar en contacto a medida que los dias del afio 2021
comienzan a convertirse en semanas y semanas en meses.

La primera lectura muestra que el antiguo pueblo de Dios hizo lo mismo al comienzo de su marcha hacia la nueva
tierra que Dios les prometié como su nueva patria. Por lo tanto, el Sefior instruy6 a Aardn, diciendo “diles: jEl
Sefior te bendiga y te guarde! jQue el Sefor te ilumine su rostro y tenga piedad de ti! jEl Sefior te mire con bondad
y te dé paz! " (Ntmeros 6: 22-27). La melodia de esta bendicion de Aaron mostro que la bendicion debe proteger y
seguir al pueblo de Dios a medida que avanzan hacia su nueva vida y que deben continuar buscando la bendicion
de Dios todos los dias de su vida. De la misma manera que nos regocijamos de estar cruzando del viejo afio 2020 al
nuevo afio 2021, es pertinente agradecer a Dios y buscar Su bendicion para que podamos manejar tanto las
bendiciones como los desafios del 2021.

El mismo mensaje nos fue transmitido hoy por Lucas en el Evangelio de hoy. Asi, Lucas dijo que después de ver al
nifio Jesus en un pesebre, los pastores regresaron a casa glorificando y alabando a Dios porque todo lo que vieron y
oyeron sobre el nifio Jesus fue tal como les fue revelado. Ademas, Maria, la madre del Mesias recién nacido,
guardaba todas estas cosas, reflexionando sobre ellas en su mente. Esta reaccion de Maria muestra su corazon,
estaba llena de un optimismo reservado. En otras palabras, tal vez se alegraba de que la conocieran como la madre
del Hijo de Dios y, al mismo tiempo que una mujer joven, estaba orando en su corazon por la gracia para enfrentar
los desafios y responsabilidades de ser madre de Jesus. Entonces, mis queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo, es
bueno que estemos aqui en esta casa de Dios para comenzar este nuevo afio con la bendicién de Dios que viene de
esta misa y nuestra oracion comunitaria. A medida que avanzamos hacia el afio 2021, sigamos orando por la gracia
para manejar tanto las alegrias como los desafios de este nuevo aio. Mientras Aarén bendijo al pueblo de Dios,
mientras nos acercamos al aflo nuevo, que el Sefor te bendiga y te mantenga en Su amor y cuidado hoy y todos los
dias venideros. Amén. Feliz afio nuevo.

PETICION PARA INTENCION DE MISA

Por favor, comuniquese con nuestra Oficina, cualquier dia de la semana para Peticion de
Intencion de Misa. Usted, también puede enviarla via mail con el costo, a nuestra Iglesia
o entregarle el mismo al Padre Samuel en sus manos, después de la Misa.

MISA INTENCIONES

1/2/2021 Sat 5:00 Parishioners
1/2/2021 Sat 6:30
1/3/2021 Sun 9:30 + Maria Nguyen

1/3/2021 Sun 11:30




ANNOUNCEMENTS / ANUNCIOS

1. We want to thank you all for your generous offertory gift/donation to our parish in these critical times.
1. Queremos agradecerles a todos por su generosa donacion ofrecida/donacion a nuestra parroquia en estos tiempos
criticos.

2. Since wearing mask is proved to reduce the rate of the spread of Covid-19, we highly encourage everyone to wear a
mask during the mass and other common activities inside the church and inside our other buildings. We are so
concerned about all our parishioners’ spiritual and physical welfare that we will provide a mask for anyone entering the
church who does not have one or who forgets to wear one.

2. Animamos a todos a que usen una mascara durante la misa y otras actividades comunes dentro de la iglesia y dentro
de nuestros otros edificios. Estamos tan preocupados por el bienestar espiritual y fisico de todos nuestros feligreses que
proporcionaremos una mascara para cualquiera que entre a la iglesia y que no tenga una o que se haya olvidado de usar
una.

3. Would you like to make a New Year's Resolution to spend more time reading the Bible in 2021? If so, we have a
great opportunity for you at St. Mary's! Starting on Thursday, January 7, 2021, a daytime meeting at 10 AM and an
evening meeting at 7 PM of The Bible Timeline: The Story of Salvation will begin in Sherlock Hall. To participate
you will need a study set consisting of a workbook, a Bible timeline chart, a Bible timeline bookmark, and a year's
access to the videos online. The cost of the study set is $39.95. Each session will begin with group discussion followed
by a 50 minute video. Tables will be set up to allow for social distancing and only participants who are regularly in
contact with each other will be seated at the same table. Everyone is also asked to wear a mask. Go to this link for
more information: https://ascensionpress.com/collections/the-bible-timeline-the-story-of-salva tion Please let Louise
Bosse know NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 15th if you wish to participate so study sets can be ordered and if you
will attend the morning or evening session. She can be reached at 229-938-9487 or labosse@mchsi.com.

As part of the Apostleship of Prayer and in union with our Pope, please remember the following
intention this month. INTENTION: Human Fraternity: May the Lord give us the grace to live in
full fellowship with our brothers and sisters of other religions, praying for one another, open to all.

En unién a nuestro Papa, recordar la Oracion de este mes. INTENCION: Fraternidad Humana: El
Sefior nos conceda la gracia de vivir en un gran compafierismo con nuestros hermanos y hermanas de
otras religiones, orando por unos y otros, abiertos a todos.

OUR STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 3 £
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY W
Weekend Offertory Budget/Presupuesto + — 2nd Collection
Dec 6 $3,728 $3,040 5688
Dec 13 $2,172 $3,040 $868 $795 Religious Retirement Fund
Dec 20 $3,075 $3,040 $35

Dec 24-27 $4,264 $3,040 $1,224 $331 Diocesan Catholic Schools



