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PUELISSED BY THE EIRD uTUDV Y CLUB OF EL PASO .
Merzuerit® Wright, CLaiTman smiubul o o May, 1945
) / ! Subscrlntlon Retes 40 cents & year . : '

" -/ St e lp'a House Flnch‘: 3 :' ; e Fa 1)
Rellleklng brown lltule _SPATTOW, o . Vou narble gver 50 mad‘y-
Gaily. bespattered w1uh red‘ “’“t?ﬁ:: of brlght summer days-to be
Perchied in the tip of 4! temarix. -~ ' ¥ou sing of the nest you are.
green _ i DlaﬂﬂTDg
With & brlgbt blue sky overbead : To bulld in the t_ugrlx creel
Sy AR Ruby Allen -
= = TEE FEERUARY MEETING ¢ . T L . .

At the: rebruarw meeulng, ‘held. in-"Mrs. Slater‘s home Dr.Berkmann
spoke of the relation of the:conservation program to the increase of
bird life in certain-aress of--Texas. ~-Major George. Burrows spoke in-
formally of the birds of New Zealand. Mr. Strain .showed a sketch of
the hebitet-case for -Mesd dirds, to be installed at Mines .as a. part
of the Tom Miller Kirksey Memorlal Judge Toomis reportedi;on habitat

cases which ‘he had 'seen &b the Teachers' College lMuseum at Fresno, )
California., It wes a- pleasure to have Dr. Brown‘RanaelApresent efter
serv1nﬂ as Naaor at age hoepltal Alr Bese Izke .Chariles, lou.51ana.
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: Ao O G s v rmies ST HLE NEhT h;griRG : l

'Tnere-w111 be ‘a- meetlng .of the club at the te“e of h_e.q D Slater
516 Prospect Avenue Monday, May 21, at 7:30 P.}¥.  After a brief busi-
ness se551on, a program of bird song records will be played Tha '

records ‘are- WOaned by Fred Cornellus. j ok SR s g ST N
e R CAPTAIN TOFFEE FANDS BWIETS. L <. bl oo
S i Capt in B« F. " Coffee,“whko wss a January.visiter to the Mes1lla

‘National Wild Life Refuge, -he's sent Miss Mary Belle Keefer' a copy of
TEZ MIGRANT for September. 1944, an issue devoted to the chimney
swift., His erticle is entitled- "Wlnter Home of “the Chimney Swift -
Discovered 1n Peru." After twelve 'yéars of speculating about where
some 35,000 swifts thet wéré berided ‘near :Nashville, Tennesssec, go for
the winter,’ qutaln-Coffee Kog ‘been apprised by the Fish and W1ld11fe-
Commission that five of: his' bsnded. birds were killed on the River .
Yanavaco in Pera in December, <1943, Eight other swifts that were .-
kildked there at the séme tlme, Hiad bBeen banded in warious ezstern
statcs and in Ontcrlo, Canadzy,, nebdrne show that one»sw1£t has: taken

-~

the. S’OOO—m;le trip to’Peru at leest seven tlmeg L oI s -
RN SALT TS gl s rr*,s Or FOLES © vl 1% TS Frimanes s .
ﬁgor Ta N. Eosteln, one of- our ‘cherter members, is’ ln charge of
a groun of Germ_n‘hosoltals near k,rsellles, Francel -
_ M=Jor Geargﬁ‘Burrows~expects -to’ returnito -E1l . Paso’ by the flrst
of June, when we“hope €0 -hcar "him talk deaih of New Zealand blrds.;.
. . Licutenant AE. Eynontls-at =9 replacement ‘center samnwhere in
Italy‘“Mrs Eynon ‘4s “in”"Clinton; New Jersey. DA s B mw B -
‘Lieutcnant ag& Mrs: F, N’Hamerstrom,urGSLaroh ‘and:field. workers
'for“the“Uhlversffy'nf ‘Wichigen before they came:bo El'Paso, are con-
tlndlng‘tﬁ31r ‘Work “here ‘i spare ‘hour's. "Mrs. Hamerstrom-is giving the
clab’ véluabla aSﬂfstance 1n preparing skins'for ‘the Tom M:Kirkse
Momorfaips ¥ *-9% < -=u CLEL Lude B el ot o _
- c::loﬂel CGuy Kirksey has wrrt:tanuthe ~clu‘b an enoouraging letter
and encloscd e chcck for the Mecmorial in honor of his son. ,
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Nrs. C.T.Bartlatt, who moved from her girlhood home in Phil-
phia to thé NMesilla Valley of New Mezico in 1908, has bzsn a life-
lover of birds and an ardent champion of their protection. Her
, located one mile south of La Mesa, is filled with rare helrlooms
antiques. The two-acre grounds are a veritable bird heaven.
nwoods, Italian cypress; ¢hineberry, box elder, lotust,.arbor -
, epricots and pecan trses offer food and shelter. Jesmine,
ysuckle and English ivy clamor over walls and trellises.” Podl
d bird bath are surromndes by flowers and shrubbery such as roses,
yucca, garambulla and paracantha. The grounds are enclosed by rock
- walls end privet and tamarix hedges. An article by Mrs. Bartlett =as
follows: SR - R '

BIRD PROTECTION

T disclaim the right to the. title of ornithologist, as I have.
never done any research or discovered a new variety, but I am a lover
of birds., Tf by word or act-I-can interest others in their esthetic
or economic value or prevent their destruction, I shcll be thankful
indsed, : .7 8 e iBwoa SEAF T _

------ ~Ethicelly,, their mysterious powsr -of flight causes us to ponder
on some great influspce Beyond our vision; ‘their song’'uplifts our
souls and gives us hope and Strémgthiand " -that gloriouws- "thrill and
glow " which makes us less earth-bounds I pity "the-person who is not
mede happier by the song of a robin, more thoughtful by the meadow-. -
lark, or reverential by the thrush. Their music is an esthetic delight
to the ear, as are their graceful movements and beautiful plumaze to
the eye. Most-of the poets. and. many musicians havs written of birds,
and artists have painted them. SR e R L

. The economic aspett-of birds is so vast as to require w¥olumes to
do it -justige. The Biolozical survey and- experiment stations in many
of our states devote their skill to investicating thé é&conomy of bird
life. They take several hundred birds of one kind and examine the -
contents of their stomachs, thereby settling beyond the shadow of 8
doubt -the. question of their food. Many birds which wers once cond-
gmasd ‘are-now ‘known to be the ‘farmers' bast friends..lpnvestication

condefins only. zbout six birds;of this country. .. _ e
° -1t ‘'ssems unfortunate: that such charming end useful. creatures LI
should nsed defense. There are men who like-.to s hoot,” regardless of
time or season, and boys who destroy countless numbers of birds with
BB guns and"nigger shooters" .- . R o - A L
. +Some sugzestions-follow for 'protecting oyr .birds:Our parks and
"play-croinds might have'coverts. for the birds, cornsrs ‘wired off and
“~3laft wild, We might put up.bird houses with openings too small for the
. English sparrow-oz-bird houses ‘suspended by wires. We shomld furnish
_.'g*plentiful supply of freshiwater. for drinkinZ and bgthing. It is ;
‘“guite ‘possible to have birds -in cities, The ord;--old ‘civilized Europe
has ‘not. extsrminated-them~; I recall sseing thrushes in the heat-of
Dublin. S SR T e R L
~---.. . ..__We should try t o prevent the destruction of natural growths of
shrubbsry @nd plants alonz our ditches and.-drainage canals. Saresly the
‘root.-systems tend to lessend erosion. Thne ruthless 'slashins anmd  burning
so prevalznt-in .the ‘El Paso-area is ‘not only-unsightly, but it lsaves
the ‘birds little’'shelter and a. scarcity of nesting placeSi —-—.
LT T £ I L AR “Caroline -McKece Bartlet™
Below .is listed a few of the: birds. ¥Mrs. Bartlett has noticed
. 'in-the years she has 1ived in the Mesilla Valley. Muny of them nest
"~ ""’in her yard or cat at her feeding -teble.Svveral return year after year
‘to spend the summer under her protection. .A pdir of ‘roadrunnsrs have
_béen permanent tenantls for.éighteen years. One.mocker comes at hor
“call and eats from the dish with:her B0 e vt ity e sty 2, |
Western red-tailed:hewk, Swainson's hawk,’ marsh’ hawk,.desert
= ++-—o_SDATTOW hewk, Gambel's::quail, killdesr, Western ‘mourning dovey; road-
runner, barn-—owl, burrowing owl, Nuttall's pqprhwillg-Tean‘pignt-hawk,
. _black-chinned humming bird;-callicpe humming bird, .red-shafted flicker,
-rednab=d; sap-sucker, Williamson's szpsucker;-cactus ‘woodpecker, Arkan-
828 kingbird, black: phoebe. Weotern fly-catcher, horned-1arky Mczican
"~ elift swallbw;:1ongrcrested)jag,'Wbadhpuse)s jey, Rocky mountain jay,
', white-breasted nut-hatch, Wbstsrh’house-wraa;chstein;mockingbird,
! cpissal thresher, chestnut-backed bluebird, mountain bluebird, cedar
 waxwing, whitee~rumnped shrike, Czssin's-vireo, Virginie :warbler, '
- "‘pileblapeduwarblsr,.Wcstern‘nwadowlark,:rSGAWinged blackbird, Schott's
oriole,: orchard-ériole; ullock's‘oriole, Brewer's blackbird; great-
j’t&ileﬁ~gfﬁckla,%ﬁestgrn-.anager,rCODperjs-tanager; Arizona pyrrhuloxia,
“Yose-breasted grosbeak, western ‘blue grosbeak, English sparrow, house.
finch, Arkansas 1ga¢dfinch,‘greenstailed towhee, -spurred towhee, pink-
"sided -junco, red-backed junco, grav-headed junco,.western chi?géﬂg; i
sparrow,:clay-colored .sparrow, white®-crowned sparrow, Gambel's -
SDarTow. T 3 RS o I TEE e s e n e e T —
T e = 5 T ML
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®1=3S OF h_XlCO

In thz coursz of - snde to Mexico in July and August of
ns

1¢44, the writer manas: 2 a fzw-.of the hirds of Mexico-City,
Texco, =nd Acapulco.. 5 z may well be said ebout the difficulty
of 'studying birds in.a st country, one in which the. tourist is-
regarded as singular,. cven when he does pot carry fisld:glasses br- .-
turn’ zside; from the designated. walks: or driveways.- To.do. thzse 04d
things: is tocolrt dubigus, oT. uqi4v3r3b1° attention.’  One‘is- thank—
ful to sze even the:obviols birds under, the  circumstantes, - howbvvr,
the Mussum of Ratuiel sttory in rvx1co Clty affords:opportunity. to:
check field notes with mbunte d specimens,--Quotation marks’in.thls .~
account enclose Spanish CDTQOﬂ nzmes of birds:sgen; :=nd SCisntific _—
nemes are also those givén on the labels, " '

A good meny species sesn on..the trip-are:identical or- blosely
sssociazted with those north of the Rio Grqnae.;,f Four .ddbves, . for
insttnfe- the Inca, the white-winged, the ground,and t he mourning dove-
ware common to _clity psriks visited; so are the Brgwer's blsckbird and .
the Grsat-tailed grackls, ths 1:"11sh sparrow and the -house finchs
Herdly l2ss common are the goldfinch, the brown towhee, and the ysl-
low warbler: glack' =nd .turkey vuitur°s ap9.53 N "fnurally, and r10°
fields -arg lyrical with ‘Tedwing soAzs. . - da - s

Canyon wrans ward scéanning the red- tlled roofs and tbe plastor
of terraced buildings in Taxco for wrenlets need to .subsist on.:
Brown towhees fed thHeir flown young in the shrubbsry A pair of dlue
grosbeesks enlivensd the grounds with songs .Goldfinch agnd. tree swallow
twittersd aloft, Down in XZcapulco on ths Pacific -coast, cardinals.
sang tﬁrough'%ne morning hours. Iao Chhpultcpsc rark,‘onevheard orj
saw vermillion flycatchers and wWood pewess, robins,  bldck-headed gros-
beaks, CthkaGbuS and“afsﬁ'prlslnb numbbr of- soqg soarrows and Bew-
.'.;CKS wrens.' LT gIE N Lo SR

“New blras 1aent1f;ud om Lne trlp were: few but exhllﬂratlng. RIS
There wag' a Mg xlc~n notno% or."Bobo"'3a thlch bllled parrot: family': -
or ;wp;_a thrush, the. "Sensontle", that ‘resembles Townpend's soli- =. =
taire; thes wblLe eared. hugﬁlﬁablrd and. a- brown and-green- one Cnll‘
"Esnereld a"{;a sQuirrél-cuckoo or "Vaquﬁro"~ a rufour pale TObln
or "Primavera: and Queil or "Bolenchaca‘" i F3e = S

.The hot!ot(ﬂbbotus':eywcanus) W3S - 1dent1fled at Rancho Tplva 1n
Texto. At dusk’it flew-up, from a ornfleld whore 1t -appeared:
to be fseding.on. the' groand ?nd s11Lght d in the fork 9f. &-shrub- thatI.
grew at the 2dgs of a tim burﬂa ravine. It was a brown- headed.bird .
of robin-size. or lﬂrger,_wlth a patch of.black. extending back Through
the eyss from. the| hbaV" black .bill; grass -green -hack and wings; a-
breast of .écérald green, .shot tnrozph w1th blue, ‘heving_a-black .pen-
dant of Téathérs .froa tne center 3 8 raggbd nervqus tall “Aostly’
swinging in thé shadow -of tnb'sh ub ‘When, .on-one oecaslon~~he ‘took .
flight ﬂcross ths ~Twoded ravine, ‘the : long,—forked t.eil wgs emphasized.
In the mdscum, -the’ thﬂOt is . placed between the: Klﬂgflshers ‘and the °
nighthawks, " It s '~ sid . uo nast like the former, .at-the end ofi a .’
cavity that it qlgs in a.vu tluFl bank. _ -Specimens.rave Elod thu 1o&g
tail feathers bare of barbs almost to the - tlos.f,.:-e s k
Richest, anong my mesories of Taxco, is that of a song of e
thrush that poured a flood of rich nwlody from somzwhere and filled
all the terraces with sound  which, when it ceased, left - silence
that was in no way broken by the huu of talk and 1augbt°r. After much
searching for there was no gusssing the location of the singer- the
bird w=s found, caged, on a hotsl veranda, They called it & sensontle.
It was a gray thrush, with a short black bill, short wings, long tail
that wes bordered with white on the sides, 2 white eye-ring, a curve
of white at the bawe of the upper mandible, and 2 chin that was almost
white. A few brownish strezks on the gray br‘ast might indicate that
the singsr was an immature bird. No spots were evident in the wings.
In this rzspect he differs from’ ‘the Townsend's solitaire; and in the
song, which far exceeds that of the latter, both in tonal quality
and in variety. Later, I heard the song in the open at Chapultapec
Castle, and saw the bird in flight; and again, from the court of
e business block in the city. Here they to0ld me again that it was
a "sensontle,"

Ten dzys in Acgpulcdo yielded meny birds, with Azerican comnon names
yet to be found for rmost of them. Acapulco has approximately the
latitude of Rangoon (17 degrce s North) and the longitude of Uvalde,
Texes (1000. degrees West). The older part of ths town was built
at sea level, on a cresent surrounding the bay; but new Acapulco is
capped by a meteorologlcal station, 500 feet above the city and the
sea. Native jungle, alternating with lawns and orcherds of tropical
fruit trees, affords friendly environment for many types of birds.

Small flocks o0f white ibis or pink flamingo flew across the
peninsula in v-formation. A peir or two of brown pelicans fished
around the pier of Hotel Moramar. .Hummingbirds were numerous along
the jungle paths, but only two were positively identified. The

A0



L wprisavera™ {Turdus: rufu-nalllatus)

T gwn' land, o lTou “ P F

cazg the unfargettable ;sone. of the."SenS¢ntle Fy e

"Esneralda™, (Sazucsrothia-beryilia momdtus Machanus) is grsen of
hsad, breast, and back, with'a gray throat and under-tail coverts,
Wings,. tail, and bill are.rufous brswal There is no eye méf“ing;
and the sexes are elike. .It was secn wherever field trips ‘led.

. The sguirrel. Cuchaa, a. tawny. 2and. grey bird of roadrunner-len &th
surprised oe on Mzterslugieal Hill vne ﬁ“rning; in lszvel, silent
flight across 4he jungle path. | The tail;‘msesaring hzlf ‘his Jength,
-had the cuckod thuJb-Murks of w hite (grey) undernaath. A -P1ight
of -five .thick-billed- parrots whp rose, chattering, near the path
and f1*w-rap1dly frog visw, afforded epother thrill:: Quail calls
casiz up. froa tha_undevbrush ‘and pressntly two were” fWuﬂhed Thay

wire of - utt ed -brown afg. uaé,”witﬁ_c ests’ that ‘stood up llke those
of the scalnd quall. whlch are of ebaut Bh _saze SlZ“ as uh 8B

"B 1CnChCLva N "3
There was: a w;en that seng ell cay lﬂLE 1n_ncagu1ca. It was

.lqrgcr than the Carolina wren, but:marked similarly: *"ru-teﬁt'-1t
Po-tact'-1it" was th® comrmoun phlwslng of his ‘ches srful song. Derby
Flycethers were noisy and handsone and frequent in occurrence.

-.There_was cpe of the- Lsh-throatéd -Epecicsd down there to0. Ca;dl:ﬂTS

‘wsre numersus. There was a lively buff-and black bunting (?)-that
sang frun telephone wire perch, —uch as does the 1nd1go or the leazuli
bunting, and wes zbout as. cuugunly ssen as th=5° are 1n thulr ‘

habltPt..

.2 0na ;emafhble trla to Ple de 1u Qu sta, one of the uut lylng
‘beaches of ’CaDulCd, we gaw -wood: ibisés; Anerican herons, ‘and ‘& pair

offgré=n herons, the latter fcudlng f7uwn young' alung the ‘Yaguna’
shore, AR cnhlqga was . flsblng in, the laguna,_and brvxx-bqoked

“swallow.was skinming over it. Sevbral acapulco nlg“thpnks vary tawny,
---were-feedi‘ng_abuve_,the__f1 1ds. .There weré flocks of inces znd gLack1 'S

and Brewer s “blackbirds. Black Vultures were Very numsrousS,:

«7 1. Threé Audubosn's caracara:wers scen from the bus on the ' return
trlp ta Taxed,. All:were:within. -~ zbout forty miles of Atapulcs. One
of thest was -devouring swhethlng in the roagd; ths Jth rs wzre perched
near’ by.: hqpultzp c- .“Buske,was, tuu‘lqcalu v151tﬂd 3n Mexicu City;
and of the three mornings spent tnere, two were clUt short by showsrs.
Anung the robins uhat fed. oo the. sward was. a pnlr of rufour-pallid
. Breast ‘and back were alike:
rufous,. - The flight- feﬁuhﬂrs,.heaﬁ a nd belly were of blue-gray he.
The ‘bill wes nearly. white, the iris bruwn, ‘the feet 1ight=-bnown."

A buffy eye rﬁng, not. marked and the charactarlstic rqbln af our

;% Three- pa1rs af veerlus ware fﬁﬁdlng and 81nalnv in uhﬂ raﬁ’ at
- lesst one of: the pairs, ;eedlna young concealed near thé walk, A':
flack of bright-hued, shurt~bllled birds appeurmd t5 be . building
nests .in pendant tclusters of usnea-like noss that, ‘draped the buugss
‘of a-.dead tree nsar the path. . Males wsre egg- -yelk yelluw beneeth

and fexzales, rleson. yelldw- all hgd phtchbs of blue. on ths head.
Thay ‘worked much -as-weaver birds do in capt1v1ty.7 Phe - "Esxzeralda™
poised ‘his green-and brawn lungth before oy face unebrlef monent
anéd flew on., From,:a-+ :tree -.abuve a carstaker! s haae near the castle'
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