Historical News
San Benito County Historical Society /

spring 2021

Allow Me to Introduce Myself
By John Wrobel, President
Greetings, Historical Society members! It has been a pleasure to serve as your President for the last three years. Now
as I assume the role of Historical Village Director, I am pleased to introduce to you our new President, John Wrobel
whose skills and love of history will lead the Society further into the new roaring ‘20s. Take it away, John! Anita Kane

I grew up in Pacifica CA. and watched the changes as the city grew considerably over the
years. As a youth I spent a lot of my free time building and flying model airplanes, riding motorcycles and exploring my surroundings including the old railroad grade along the beach and
the abandoned alignment of the old Highway One through the hills (now part of GGNRA). I
was also active with the Boy Scouts, eventually attaining the rank of Eagle Scout.
My folks would frequently load us up in the station wagon and go exploring in the gold country. We also went for family vacations visiting places like Yosemite, the Grand Canyon, and
of course, Disneyland. I joined the Air Force in 1971 and after a year in Mississippi, then a
year in Korea, and two years in Sacramento, fixing computers in airplanes, Uncle Sam allowed me to become a civilian again.
Eventually I ended up in Arcata CA and completed a degree in Forest Resources Management at Humboldt State U. Upon graduating, I married my wife Mariel (1980). We moved to
Hollister where I helped build the San Justo Reservoir and completed many projects with the
Bureau of Land Management, retiring in 2013
The Clampers (E Clampus Vitus) invited me to join in 1984 and as the Humbug (president) in
1993 I placed a historical monument in Swanton, just north of Santa Cruz for the Ocean
Shore Railroad and another in San Juan Bautista for the San Juan Pacific Railroad, and marked
the Last Chance gold mine in the Los Burros mining district, south of Big Sur.
Five or six years ago I managed to convince the local Clamper group that spending some
time on a Saturday once a month or so doing community service projects would be something we could do. That led to the Clampers contributing many hundreds of hours over the
years helping maintain both the Historical Park Village and the Wapple house museum. I was
asked to join the board of the Historical Society which
then led to where we are now.
I look forward to the day when we can again have real
meetings with great presentations of local history, reopen the Wapple house museum, research room, and
the Historical Village and have events such as the Civil
War, and Good Old Fashioned Blue Grass Festival ,
and children from the local schools learning about our
local history. Yours Truly, John.
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COVID Relief Grant
The Covid-19 closures of the Museum and Historical Park brought to a halt any revenue normally
associated with the use of those facilities. We are
very grateful to be recipients of a Covid Relief
Grant for non-profits of $3,500 funded by the
Community Foundation in partnership with the United Way of San Benito (UWSBC).
The grant provided funds which allowed us to move forward with items of work that
would have otherwise been postponed until revenue could begin again post-Covid, and
was very much appreciated!

HDA / SBCHS Walking Tour & More!!!
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Director

We are pleased to announce a re-energized relationship with the
Hollister Downtown Association (HDA) thanks to their Jen Dias,
granddaughter of the late Helen Barnes, a longtime Historical Society
member. On March 30 The HDA and Historical Society hosted a
walking tour of historical buildings in the downtown area. We’ll be
repeating this walk and adding more historical walks throughout the
year. Check our Facebook page for dates and more information.
In addition, the HDA has very generously granted the Society $750
which will be used at the Museum for a digital camera and archival
boxes. Thank You So Much, Hollister Downtown Association!
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Verona Flint
Roya Singleton
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Sheila Prader

Museum
Volunteers
Susie Echaore-McDavid

2021 Historical Society Officer Slate

Linda Vacarrezza
Sharlene Van Rooy

By Wes Leiser
SBCHS is pleased to announce the 2021 new officers of the Board of Directors. At the
Board meeting held December 16 2020, society members voted John Wrobel as the
new President of the Society, succeeding Anita Kane. John has been a member of the
Society for 4 years and has served as Vice President in the past.
Other changes include Wes Leiser being voted in as Vice President. Wes has previously held various positions on the board and the society in his 14 years of service. Wes
also will serve as Director of Membership.
Tim Moore, our newest member to the board, will serve as Director of the Museum.
Kerry Tobias will continue as Secretary and also acting Treasurer in Hydie McDonald’s
absence.
Anita Kane will serve as Director of the Historic Village. Anita has been President the
past three years and exhibited outstanding leadership and great courage in leading
SBCHS through challenging times in her term. We thank her for her unwavering support and dedication to SBCHS.
Paul Hain, who also serves on the County’s Parks & Recreation Commission will
continue as a director.

www.sbchistoricalsociety.org

Museum Docent
Jamie Froom
Jamie opens the Museum to the
public on Fridays and Saturdays
from 10-2

Tres Pinos
Historical Park
Docents
Franz Schneider
Mike Ziebron
Gordon Woltzen

THANK YOU EVERYONE!
We look forward to opening
our facilities again
when it is COVID-19
safe to do so.
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2021 Membership Drive
SBCHS 2021 Membership drive is in full swing and we’re looking once again to expand our membership.
As we know, members are the lifeblood of every club. Every organization and group is reliant on sustainable
membership to stay at its best. We count on a growing membership to help us continue to do all the work
that is required to keep the Museum, Research Room and Historic Park looking and performing at their best.
Maybe you’re new to San Benito County and are looking for a way to connect with your new hometown.
What better way is there than to join us and learn about its history? All are welcome!
As a member you’ll receive quarterly newsletters and invitations to quarterly General Membership Meetings
which feature a presentation on a historical topic. Members enjoy free or discounted admission to museum
events and discount membership prices for any research and photography copies. Coming this September is
Civil War Days at the Historic Park in Tres Pinos and you’ll receive 2 free guest passes for that event. You
also will receive Invitations to Special Member Events, and discounts on books/merchandise.
If you haven’t done so already, we would like for you to renew or join us at www.sbchistoricalsociety.org/ or
you can contact our Membership Director Wes Leiser at weshollister@yahoo.com for membership information. There is a membership application on the last page of this newsletter.
For those of you who are 2021 members already, we appreciate your support!!!

Essential Work Days
ECV Clamper Brother Len puts the
primer on a new ADA table which
will allow wheelchair access to the
picnic festivities at the Park. Thanks,

Many thanks to longtime Historical Society
supporter Dave Pollard
who recently worked
some magic at the
Dance Hall, rewiring /
rebuilding / installing
two vintage light
fixtures.

Do you by chance have one of these gathering dust? We’re happy to pick
it up & put it to good use! Email parkdirector@sbchistoricalsociety.org

Do you have these skills & some
spare time to put them to work?
We’d love to talk with you!
 Restoring vintage artifacts

 Milk cans and/or ? for upcoming dairy display

 Restoring vintage tractors

 Canning jars (vintage for display, newer for fundraisers)

 Restoring vintage cars

 Golf cart /club car with carryall-type back

 Small engine repair

 Chainsaw pole pruner

 Social Media savvy

 Paint brushes & rollers - all sizes

 Window glazing

 Folding short step ladder

 Carpentry

WISH LIST

www.sbchistoricalsociety.org

Thanks in Advance!!
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Remembering Becky Thompson
The San Benito County Historical Society and our
community in general lost a dear friend when
Becky Thompson passed away suddenly in
December. Our condolences go out to husband
Ken and her loved ones.
Becky was known to most as the “Soap Lady”. Her
wonderful handmade soaps, sold as San Benito
Soap Works, were a mainstay of local craft fairs,
Farmers Markets and benefit fundraisers. An ardent Civil War re-enactor, Becky and Ken would
set up a large sales booth of soapy goodness at
Civil War re-enactment events. Most recently the
booth featured a clawfoot tub in which Becky
would offer the weary soldiers a soak.
A fabulous seamstress, tireless community organizer, successful businesswoman, friend to all, loving wife, mom, and grandma, Becky is sorely
missed by so many. A memorial is planned for Becky at the 2021 Civil War Days event
September 17-19 at the Historical Park in Tres Pinos. Details to follow.

MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES CELEBRATE REOPENING
Museums and galleries across the Santa Cruz and San Benito County area
join together to welcome visitors back during Museums Month.
SANTA CRUZ, CA – Hopeful for May, 2021 – Museums, galleries, and other cultural institutions are finally able to reopen their doors safely. Across Santa Cruz and San Benito Counties,
these organizations invite you to reconnect and rediscover art, history, nature, and culture. In
recognition of Museums Month in May, many local museums and galleries are celebrating with free
or reduced admission and community members are encouraged to revisit the places that connect
and inspire children and adults alike.
Though museums and galleries have been closed to visitors during the pandemic, behind the scenes,
they have continued to serve their missions throughout the shutdown in new and creative ways.
Now is the time to celebrate their return as our gathering places, reflective spaces, and hubs of
learning and creativity.
Even with opening at 30% capacity, museums can offer much to community members seeking to get
out to explore and discover. Research conducted by Martin Kriegel and Anne Hartmann shows
when open at 30% capacity, museums and galleries present half the risk of infection via aerosol
particles as a visit to a grocery store. Along with increasing vaccination rates and recent decreases in
active infections in Santa Cruz and San Benito Counties, that is great news for local museums who
are ready for visitors to return this May.

2021
Preservation
Campaign :
It’s time to start filling the
old jar again. Volunteers
stand ready to paint, patch
and protect the Museum
and Historical Park

Please consider a donation to our current
campaign through the
link on our web site
sbchistoricalsociety.org
or mail a check to:
SBCHS
498 5th St.,
Hollister, CA 95023.

Thanks!
We couldn't do it
without you!

Thank You
For Your Support

Museums and galleries of Santa Cruz County and beyond have joined together in their call for people to come back to their favorite spots, while also discovering new places. These cultural institutions have worked together throughout the pandemic to stay informed, build effective safety protocols for when their doors reopen, and prepare to meet the needs of the community as things reopen. As a group, they look forward to providing safe, healthy, and enriching experiences for all.
Participating organizations include the Santa Cruz Museum of Natural History, Santa Cruz Museum
of Art & History, Santa Cruz Children’s Museum of Discovery, Santa Cruz Arts League, Agricultural
History Project Center and Museum, Radius Gallery, Capitola Historical Museum, San Benito
County Historical Society Museum in Hollister & Historical Park in Tres Pinos, San
Juan Bautista Historical Society Luck Museum, San Juan Bautista State Historic Park
Pajaro Valley Arts, San Lorenzo Valley Museum, Pajaro Valley Historical Association.

www.sbchistoricalsociety.org
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Bob Reno’s Barber Bottle?
By Verona Flint
In March of 2020, I was scheduled to be the guest speaker at the S.B.C.H.S….. the topic…. “Baber Bottles”. As
we were just exiting Black History Month, I thought it would be fitting to include information about Robert Arthur Reno
who owned a barber shop in Tres Pinos. Not many locals are familiar with his name. Society member, Mark Rianda,
had given me some information about his Grandfather Rianda’s General Store where Bob Reno’s barber shop was located. The store and barber shop burned down many years ago. Along came Covid, which put a screeching halt to my barber bottle presentation and introduction of Bob Reno.
In the mid to late 1980s, I belonged to the Cal-Neva Industrial Archeological Society which was a group of outhouse diggers! A few of us were digging at the old store’s location which is now in the general area of Flapjacks. We
found the “privy” hole and started digging. The mouth and neck of a blue and white barber bottle was staring us in the
face. Never having dug a barber bottle in any previous digs we were very excited. Carefully digging around the mouth of
the bottle, down the neck, to the bulbous bottom, we learned it was used for Bay Rum and the bottom was totally
sheared off…not a problem. Diggers are good at gluing things together. A makeshift bottom was designed of Styrofoam
and siliconed in place.
Was this one of Bob Reno’s barber bottles? I LIKE to think it was. I’m sure Grandpa Rianda wasn’t giving
shaves and haircuts!
Bob Reno was born 18 July 1873, in California. His father was born in Iowa and his mother was born in California. He and his wife Juanita Evans, both seventeen years old, were married in Woodland, Yolo County, California, in
1891. By 1894, they were living in Tehama County, California, where he registered to vote and was sworn in at the age
of twenty-one. It was noted that he was 5 feet, 6½ inches tall, dark complected with black hair and black eyes, and already was a professional barber. By this time they had started a family and ultimately had four daughters, Mina, Juanita,
Roberta, Agnes, and one son, Paul.
In 1898, at the age twenty-five, Bob again registered to vote, this time in San Benito County. His occupation
was always identified as a barber and his political affiliation was always Republican. On 12 September, 1918, he registered
with the U. S. WWI Draft. He was brown eyed, black haired, medium height and build, and was a self-employed barber
and owned a home in Tres Pinos. The Reno family was enumerated in the 1900, 1910, 1920 and 1930 Censuses. Various
official documentations designated Bob as, “white, black or Negro”.
Robert’s untimely death on 19 April 1931, was the result of an automobile accident after a B-B-Q at the Reno
home. He was sitting between the driver and another passenger when the driver turned left onto Enterprise Road from
Tres Pinos Road. The auto lurched, skidded onto its side, causing Robert’s head to hit the steering wheel. His neck was
broken and he died instantly. His funeral was held 22 April 1931, at the Black and Cooper Funeral Parlor, with burial
following at the Calvary Cemetery.
My blue and white barber bottle has taken me on quite a journey. I have gotten to know Bob Reno’s life
through paper work. I have discovered about thirty various records, including census records, a 1922 telephone directory, obituaries, military records, marriage and death records, a Coroner’s report and gravestone photos…. not to mention that he belonged to the Tres Pinos Band and played a clarinet! He is in a group photo which was published in a local
newspaper and later in Joe McMahon and Peter Sonne’s book, “Images of America - Hollister”.
My research also took me on a field trip to the Calvary Cemetery to see where Bob was buried. There is a
small burial stone for his son, Paul, who died at the age of seven, in 1912. Next to Paul’s little headstone is a large stone
inscribed with the surname “Reno”. There are no other inscriptions on it. His death certificate identifies the burial location at the Calvary Cemetery.
I feel the best tribute that can be said for anyone is acknowledging their willingness to work for a living, to share
family enjoyment, to be an active community member, to exercise voting rights, and be available for military duty if
called….. even if acknowledgement comes more than fifty years after their death. And, I know that Robert Arthur
Reno’s clarinet music left many smiling faces.
Editor’s Note: Rest assured, dear readers, that Verona’s Barber Bottle Presentation will be taking place at an upcoming
quarterly General Membership Meeting as soon as it is Covid-safe to do the presentation in person. We eagerly await that day!

www.sbchistoricalsociety.org
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USGS Field Crews Historically Appreciated Good Cooking
Backcountry culinary skills of Tie Sing literally
put his name on the map in 1899.
This article appearing in Benitolink 12/30/20 was contributed by Sharlene Van Rooy with the San Benito County Historical Society.
In 1917, a U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) crew was working in San Benito County under the direction of Topographic
Engineer Edward Percy Davis on a mapping project that lasted for two years. This field crew consisted of four topographers and two surveyors who spent the day working in grueling conditions and then spent the night sleeping in tents—
hardly the best accommodations! To keep the morale high, good food was essential, so the USGS always hired the best
cooks. In 1918 a Chinese man known as Tie Sing was the cook for the Davis field crew working in the vicinity of Bird
Creek Road (now Cienega Road).
Tie Sing had a reputation for extravagant meals out on the
trail. Having worked for the USGS for more than 25 years
and providing countless meals to the men who helped blaze
those trails, in 1899 a mountain at the border of southeast
Yosemite and Ansel Adams Wilderness was named Sing
Peak in his honor.
Sixteen years later, self-made millionaire Stephen Mather
wanted to lead an influential group of 18 philanthropic men
into the wilderness around Yosemite. He wanted to show
them the beauty of the area—make them understand the
importance of protecting places like Yosemite for future
generations. Mather did not want the men to be distracted
by empty bellies, and he knew that Tie Sing was the chef for
this important expedition.
Tie Sing could cook anything in the wilderness, and the
Mather party was no exception. With an assistant named
Eugene, he packed and unpacked two small cook stoves and
other provisions each day as they traveled up and down the
mountains. Mules were used to carry the food, pots and
pans, table linens, and Tie Sing’s precious sourdough starter.
Fresh bread was baked each evening—Tie Sing would pack
the dough next to the belly of the mule so that it would rise
during the day. Fresh meat was kept cool by wrapping it in
newspaper that had been soaked in the cold mountain water. He even packed lemons for fresh squeezed lemonade.
The adventure was not without mishap, but Tie Sing never
skipped a beat. On the fifth day of this now famous Mather
Mountain Party, one of the mules who had been following
his nose along the trail fell asleep and stumbled off the edge
of a 300-foot cliff. As he rolled, knives, grapefruit, and other essentials, including the precious sourdough starter, were
flung out of the packs into the air. The mule landed on all four feet and made his way back up the cliff while Tie Sing collected all the provisions he could find. Dinner was late that evening, but just as delicious as the previous nights, minus the
fresh baked sourdough—the starter was never located.
Tie Sing in the field in 1909. Photo courtesy of
the USGS Denver

After this successful trip, the National Park Service was established, and Mather become the first director. Tie Sing continued to work for the USGS, which brings us back to San Benito County. During this two-year project, he established a
presence by opening a bank account at the First National Bank of Hollister.

www.sbchistoricalsociety.org
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The Mather Mountain
Party enjoys a meal
prepared by Tie Sing.
Photo courtesy of Dr.
Gilbert H. Grosvenor,
National Geographic
Creative and provided
by
Sharlene Van Rooy.

Tie Sing’s services were in demand—in July of 1918 he was summoned back to Yosemite to cook for Secretary of the
Treasury William G. McAdoo, who was making a 10-day visit to the mountains. Tie Sing made the journey to meet with
these potential new clients but arrived too late—the job had already been appointed by the manager of the national park.
Returning to San Benito County, Tie Sing continued to work for the Davis field crew. On August 19, 1918, the survey
crew was moving camp, and Tie Sing was riding in a wagon on Bird Creek Road driven by Gustine Gallon, teamster with
USGS. As they were traveling, the road near Bird Creek gave way and the wagon overturned. Tie Sing was thrown to the
other side of the creek and his head hit a large rock. Gallon flagged down Sheriff Croxon who happened to be in the area, and they drove Tie Sing to a pharmacy in Hollister where he was pronounced dead by Dr. Richard O’Bannon.
At the time of his death, Tie Sing was 52 years of age. He was survived by his brother Loy Yee of San Francisco, his wife
Lee Sing, and two children Me Lan and Mon Wah of China. After an inquest, Tie Sing’s body was prepared for removal to
Hong Kong by Fred Reimer of Hollister. Services provided totaled $337.47 including a casket, burial robe, socks, and
shoes. Tie Sing’s estate was valued at $1,653.43 and two years after his death, his wife was still waiting to receive distribution.
Mystery still surrounds the humble beginnings of Tie Sing’s life. Tie Sing recounted early days in Virginia City, Nevada
where he was born on September 1, 1865 and then spending his youth with Judge Hawley of Carson City. But upon his
death, his wife Lee Sing swore in an affidavit that her “deceased husband, Tie Sing, otherwise known as Lim Wee Don”
was the father of their two children. There are several records indicating that he may have traveled between San Francisco and China in the early 1900s under the name Lim Wee Don. Tie Sing’s dream of proving American citizenship alluded
him all of his life, and he was never able to bring his family to America. The Geary Act of 1892 required all Chinese emigrants to prove their lawful presence in the United States and carry a Certificate of Residence. Reluctantly, Tie Sing had
to register as an alien which may have facilitated the need for a second name to travel.
Tie Sing wanted nothing more than to be a legal American citizen. In December of 1917, he joined the American Red
Cross by donating $5. Labeled in the newspapers as “A Man Without a Country,” Tie Sing promoted and supported the
soldiers and sailors through the purchase of liberty bonds and thrift stamps during WWI with whatever cash he had on
hand. The residue of his estate included three war savings stamps certificates and three $100 U.S. liberty bonds.
Today, in celebration of Tie Sing and all Chinese Americans who contributed to the development of Yosemite National
Park, the Yosemite-Sing Peak Pilgrimage takes place in late July under the guidance of the Chinese Historical Society of
Southern California and the National Park Service. The multi-day event culminates with a trek to the summit of Sing Peak
to honor the backcountry chef who was instrumental in the founding of the National Park Service through his skills at the
cook stove.
At this time, it is hoped, that with help from the Chinese Historical Society of Southern California, descendants of Tie
Sing may be located so that they too can celebrate the life of their ancestor.
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