(Teacher’s Version for Thursday, November 3, 2022)
The Difference Between Of The Rapture And Second Coming Of Christ
Part 1
Needed Resources:  

1. Webster Dictionary – Online or Hardcopy

    a. (Why are we choosing to use Webster’s Dictionary?)  He was a devout Christian who wrote the dictionary and incorporated scripture within the definitions of all words.
2.  Strong Concordance or Strong Exhaustive Concordance
3.  Bible, preferably a Parallel Bible with the King James Version on one side and Bible version of your choice on the other side of the Bible (hardcopy or online).

4.  Pad and pen
Weekly Challenged:  We will begin Fasting Next Week.
Special Note: This will be in the game every week as long as we are on this lesson.
Key Reading Scriptures: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (New International Version) and Matthew 24:1 - 44 (New International Version)
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (New International Version)
Believers Who Have Died

13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14 For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.
Matthew 24:1 - 44 (New International Version)
The Destruction of the Temple and Signs of the End Times

24 Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings. 2 “Do you see all these things?” he asked. “Truly I tell you, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.”  3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”  4 Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many. 6 You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the beginning of birth pains.

9 “Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.  15 “So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’[a] spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand— 16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let no one on the housetop go down to take anything out of the house. 18 Let no one in the field go back to get their cloak. 19 How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 20 Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. 21 For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to be equaled again.

22 “If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened. 23 At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. 24 For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, I have told you ahead of time.

26 “So if anyone tells you, ‘There he is, out in the wilderness,’ do not go out; or, ‘Here he is, in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. 27 For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 28 Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather.

29 “Immediately after the distress of those days

“‘the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light;
the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’[b]
30 “Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples of the earth[c] will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory.[d] 31 And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.

32 “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 33 Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it[e] is near, right at the door. 34 Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.

The Day and Hour Unknown

36 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son,[f] but only the Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.

42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.

Our Topic is “The Difference Between The Rapture And The 2nd Coming Christ.”
1. What do you think the Rapture is?  What do you think the 2nd Coming of Christ is as in Matthew 24:31 and Mark 13:27?  Who is involved in the rapture?  In 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (NIV), is this scripture speak of the Rapture or the 2nd Coming of Christ?
Answer: 
Special Note:  The Rapture sets in motion the End-Time events leading to Christ 2nd Coming. Many Christians believe that the second coming of Jesus Christ will be in two phases. First, He will come for believers, both living and dead, in the “rapture” (read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17). In this view, the rapture—catching up of all Christians, dead or alive, to meet Christ in the air—will be secret, for it will be unknown to the world of unbelievers at the time of its happening.
The effect of this removal, in the absence of multitudes of people, will, of course, be evident on earth. Then, second, after a period of seven years of tribulation on earth, Christ will return to the earth with His church, the saints who were raptured (Matthew 24:30, 2 Thessalonians 1:7, 1 Peter 1:13, Revelation 1:7). He will be victorious over His enemies and will reign on the earth for 1,000 years (the millennium) with His saints, the church.
Answer:  

Answer:  
Special Note:  There are two stages, Rapture and 2nd Coming of Christ (Return), will be separated by a seven years Tribulation on earth.

Answer:  
Special Note: The purpose of the Rapture is the spare Christ’s people from the horrors of the Tribulation according to Revelation 3:10.  
2. Who will come with Jesus when he returns?  How will the clarion call be given? How will we meet Jesus when he returns?  
Answer:  
Answer:  
Special Note:  A clarion call is the method in which the King uses to summons His people.
Answer: 
3. In Mathew 24:38 - 44, will the Rapture be known to the unbelievers? Please provide one scripture to support your answer.

Answer:  
Answer: 
4. What do you think is “The Tribulation?”  How long is the Tribulation?  When will it occur?  What is the difference between the Tribulation and The Great Tribulation?  What do you think it will be like to live on the earth during The Tribulation?
Answer:  
Answer:  
Answer:  
Answer:  
Special Note:  The Tribulation is a future time period when the Lord will accomplish at least two aspects of His plan:
1) He will complete His discipline of the nation Israel (Daniel 9:24), and 
2) He will judge the unbelieving, godless inhabitants of the earth (Revelation Chapters 6 - 18). 
The length of the Tribulation is seven years. This is determined by an understanding of the seventy weeks of Daniel (Daniel 9:24-27.  The Great Tribulation is the last half of the Tribulation period, three and one-half years in length. It is distinguished from the Tribulation period because the Beast, or Antichrist, will be revealed, and the wrath of God will greatly intensify during this time. Thus, it is important at this point to emphasize that the Tribulation and the Great Tribulation are not synonymous terms. Within eschatology (the study of future things), the Tribulation refers to the full seven-year period while the “Great Tribulation” refers to the second half of the Tribulation.
Answer:   

5. What is one of your take aways from this lesson?

Answer:

Thank you for your participation!
