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President’s Message
Bernard Ginsberg

Just prior to writing my
column for this month, | was
sworn in along with the sitting
board members for the sec-
ond of the traditional two-year
terms. Also sworn in were
new Directors Linda Kaplan
and Sy Gelbard and Dave
Mont in the position of Finan-
cial Secretary.

One's mind turns at these
landmark occasions to con-
sider what has been accom-
plished.

In my first president's col-
umn for Chai-Lights, | said my
greatest emphasis in leader-
ship would be in two areas: 1)
The education of our children;
and 2) Making all our pro-
grams rewarding and fun.

With the help of all of you,
we have done well. The Reli-
gious School is running
smoothly and the KJCC din-
ners and events are full of
fellowship and good cheer. |
thank you for the honor of
being chosen president, al-
though the job has been
harder than | thought. It is
difficult enough to maintain
the basic services of our syna-
gogue, let alone advance our
services and activities. Steve
Hartz and | have not yet fig-
ured out how to use computer
technology to multiply the
effect of our Religious School
teachers and get the results of
a five-day-a-week school in a
mere two hours on Sunday.
(But we're working on it!) Rich-
ard Knowles has been working
feverishly as House Commit-
tee chairman to keep our old

building serviceable.

The fun and fellowship is
present, with the help of Bar-
bara Knowles of Sisterhood
and Erica Garrett, Joyce Peck-
man, Medina Roy and all the
Sisterhood and Board mem-
bers. We have had some great
Shabbat dinners and lunch-
eons. We have had inspiring,
spiritual Havdalah services,
great Bar Mitzvahs and Rabbi
Agler's monthly Shabbat Torah
services. We had a wonderful
Shabbaton weekend with a vis-
iting Cantor. By the time you
read this, we will already have
enjoyed our February 21st Sis-
terhood Shabbat dinner for
advertisers. On March 7" we
will be having another dinner
to celebrate, along with thou-
sands of other shuls, “Shabbat
Across America and Canada.”

| am satisfied, but not com-
placent. We need more income
to cover our increasing services
and a reserve fund for our ag-
ing building. To this end, we
will be staging a concert with
Dave Feder and musical friends
the evening of Wednesday,
April 9*. Sisterhood is sponsor-
ing a fundraising raffle of
“Dream Vacations.” (See pro-
mos elsewhere in this issue.)

| want to thank all the mem-
bers for their support, and may
we go together “from strength
to strength.”

B’Shalom, Bernie
Chai-Lights March 2014 3
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Welcome to New Members

KJCC is delighted to be able to welcome a
veritable gang of three new members this month.
(Well, actually two new members and one bat-
shuvah.) Mah jongg brought us Nelson and
Roberta Chester, of Islamorada and Geneva,
lllinois. We also welcome Andrew and Randi
Grant of Islamorada and Cooper City, and ap-
plaud the return of Rachel Rubin of Key Largo, a
long-time student of Yardena’s. We happily offer
all of you the richness that is KJCC and trust that
you will all make your own unique contributions
to that richness.

Torah Learning Services With Rabbi Agler
Plan now for your spring spiritual replenish-
ment. New growth is everywhere. Our fruit
trees are flourishing, and the Sunday School con-
tainer gardens are overflowing with tomatoes
and peppers. We, too, can be growing, in Torah
knowledge. Here are the dates for Rabbi Agler’s
last Shabbat morning services of this season. If
you’ve attended one previously and enjoyed the
warm, informal, stimulating discussion, you know
you won’t want to miss any of them. The March
service will take place on Saturday, March |5th.
(What a good thing to do on the Ides of March. If
only Caesar had been in shul instead of wander-
ing around the Roman Senate.) The following
month’s services will be on April 12th and May
I 7th. All services begin at 10:00 a.m. — Gloria

Scholarship Deadline is April |

Scholarship Committee chairman David Gitin
asks that we send out a final reminder: all appli-
cations for KJCC college scholarships need to be
in the hands of the committee by April Ist..

Shabbat Across America and Canada

Sponsored by the National Jewish Outreach
Program (NJOP), this is a celebration that has
exploded in popularity the last few years. KJCC
is a registered participant in this event, where
millions of Jews enjoy Shabbat dinner together.
Invite any you know to experience the joy of
erev Shabbat with us on March 7th. It will be a
meaty night, both the food and the significance.
For details, please see the ad on page 7.

Oneg Sponsors for March

March 7th - Steve and Barbara Smith in honor
of Thomas Smith’s birthday. Steve and Carol
Steinbock to celebrate Steve’s birthday.

March 2 st - Dave and Patti Gross in honor of
their anniversary.

March 28th - Linda and Joel Pollack to mark
Joel’s birthday. Marc and Ellen Bloom for Madi-
son Rose’s baby naming.

Tree of Life Leaves

In Honor Of
Bernard Solas
September 1931 - July 2013
by
Elaine Solas

In Honor of
My Grandson
Ethan ). Rose
Born January 4, 2014
F. Rose

In Honor of
Lila Line
Love,

John and Arlene
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March Birthdays

Melvin L. Jacobson
............................................................. Sasha Dutton
Stephen Steinbock
.............................................................. Bea Graham
.............................................................. Hannah Feig
Toby Goldfinger
............................................................... Pearl| Jacobs

....................................................... Kate Horowitz
Thomas Davis Smith
............................................................ Bryan Schur
........................................................ Sandy Yankow
Heath Greenbaum
.................................................................. Carl Roy
................................................................... Ira Stein
...... Jenna Lane
............................................................ Randi Grant

...Barbara A. Calev
....... James Nobil Jr.
...... Joseph Palacino

............. Ken Atlas
....Doug Graham

25theceecc s Joe Gould
25thececceec e Stephanie Coeurjoly
258N Sylvia Berman
26th..ceeececceceeecene Anna Verity Greenbaum
27t Michelle E. Denker
28th..cecececeeereeeeee e Roger Vorcheimer
29N Joel Pollack
David VanArtsdalen
................................................................ Lee Schur
................... Jane S. Friedman

K ] N Sari Elizabeth Goldstein

March Anniversaries

Years
Ist Jerry & Sheila Olsen...................... 55
2nd Joe Gould & Marla Berenson................. 18
7th Joseph & Susan Sachs 49
I 6th Frank & Gerri Emkey.........cccccoeueeuueuurcuunnes 6
22nd  David & Patti Gross 17
24th  Joel & Toby Bofshever.............ccccecunuce.e 46

BOOK PLATE

In Memory of
Henry Rubin
by
Carol Laskin & Foster Davidson

Yahrzeit Plaque
BELOVED PARENTS
HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS

Manya Gelbard
Feb. 29, 2012
Moritz Gelbard
June 13,2010

Love,
Sy, Ruth, Sandy

A Memorial Service for Jim Nobil

Dear Family and Friends,

We will hold a memorial service for our dear
Jim on Sunday, March 9th, 2014, at 2:00 p.m. at
Temple Beth El in Boca Raton, 333 SW 4th Ave-
nue. Please mark this date on your calendars. All
are welcome. If you wish to speak about Jim dur-
ing the service, please let me know.

Love,
Lynn and the family
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You’re invited to the Baby Naming
for Madison Rose on March 28th

Parents Rachael and

BOOK PLATE

In Memory of
Bernard Solas

September 1931 - July 2013

by
Elaine Solas

Chris plus grandparents
Marc and Ellen Bloom cor- .
dially invite KJCC to attend |

the mitzvah of Madison

Rose receiving her Jewish
name, Maayan Shoshana,
on March 28th, 2014, at Clayton Rakov

6:30 p.m. A celebratory Father of Neal Rakov
oneg will follow services. ‘ b

BOOK PLATE

In Memory of

Muriel and George Swartz

The KJCC offers its deepest condolences to Get Ready For the Big Dave Feder Concert

Dave Feder and musical friends will be live in
concert at KJCC on April 9th. Please make your
plans now, as this will be open to the public. For
more info, please see the ad on page 26.

John and Arlene Line
on the death of John’s mother
Lila Line

Ongoing Projects and Mitzvah Programs of KJCC

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE: If you know of any member who should receive a get well, congratulations or
condolence card from the KJCC, call Gene Silverman at 305-664-3316.

CEMETERY INFORMATION: If you wish to plan for the very distant future, you can reserve space at the
Kendall Mt. Nebo Cemetery in the KJCC section. Call Stuart Sax, 305-586-8729.

MEDITATION GARDEN: Have you visited our beautiful garden? Call Steve Steinbock, 305-852-6152, to
reserve a bench, brick or tree plaque for posterity.

PICTURE POSTCARDS: We have beautiful picture postcards in the KJCC Gift Shop bearing the Millard Wells
representation of the KJCC which was commissioned by Sisterhood. They can be packaged to fit your needs
and mailed to you or your gift recipient. The price is $36 per hundred but we will sell lesser quantities.
Contact Susan Gordon, 305-766-3585.

ONEG SHABBAT SPONSOR: To schedule your special date with Sisterhood, call Joyce Peckman at
305-451-0665.

KJCC TREE OF LIFE LEAVES and ROCKS, SANCTUARY SEAT PLATES, YARTZEIT MEMORIAL PLAQUES,
BOOKPLATES for siddurim: Call Carol Steinbock to arrange your donation, 305-852-6152.

JNF TREES IN ISRAEL: A gift of a tree, or two or more, makes a long remembered way to honor a loved
one, a relative, a friend or an occasion. Both Israel and the KJCC benefit. Call Georgia Landau,
305-393-9885.

CHAI-LIGHTS MITZVAH: Place a greeting or notice in Chai-Lights. Call Carol Steinbock, 305-852-6152, to
make your donation.

ADVERTISEMENT IN CHAI-LIGHTS or DIRECTORY: Your business ad will appear in every issue of
Chai-Lights. Call Linda Pollack, 305-852-8575, for annual rates.

Call the names listed above for assistance or send your request and check to the KJCC, P.O. Box 1332, Tav-
ernier, FL 33070. Recipients of your gifts will be notified by card and listings will appear in Chai-Lights as
well. Honorarium and memorial cards can also be requested. Donations can be earmarked to our various
ongoing funds; e.g. Holocaust Education Fund, Meditation Garden, Rabbi & Cantor Fund, Scholarship Fund,
Sara Cohen Memorial Tzedukah Fund, Sunshine Fund, or General Fund.
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KEYS JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER
SHABBAT ACROSS

AMERICA
FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 2014

6:30 PM
COVERED DISH ~ FLEISHIG
(CHICKEN, BEEF, OR LAMB; ANY VEGETABLE DISH THAT HAS NO
MILK, CHEESE OR ANY DAIRY PRODUCT IN IT.)
§:00 PM

SERVICES

ON FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 2014, JEWS ALL ACROSS
THE U.S. AND CANADA WILL COME TOGETHER TO
CELEBRATE SHABBAT. JOIN US!

Contact Barbara @ (305) 772-0503,
iweddu@bellsouth.net, to reserve your spot
and coordinate your covered dish.

DONATION: MEMBERS 518
NONMEMBERS $25
CHILDREN 12 AND UNDER @ NO CHARGE
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S Memoriam March 201 %

In Memory Of
Harvey Roazen

By Sylvia Berman
>SS

In Memory Of
Robert Kohlenbrener

By Joan Boruszak
>SS I><S>

In Memory Of
Maurice Field

By Carol Field
>SS

In Memory Of
Selma Greenspan

By Mrs. Marty Graham
<>

In Memory Of
David Harvey

By Mitchell Harvey
>SS ><>

In Memory Of
Leo Grossman

By Sam & Leslie Janowitz
S e S

In Memory Of
Luba Tuchman

By Marshall & Myra Kaplan
>SS ISSIS>><S>
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In Memory Of
Robert Berman

By Sylvia Berman
>SS

In Memory Of
Louis Abraham Weinstein

By Dick & Rita Bromwich
<S>>I I>I><>

In Memory Of
Harry Kaplan

By Marsha Garrettson
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Lillian Melnick

By Mrs. Marty Graham
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Harry Phillips

By Patricia Isenberg
<S>>I ISISI><>

In Memory Of
Rachamim Levy

By Yardena Kamely
<>I>LS>I>ISLISISISLIS>LI>S<S>

In Memory Of
Marian Rose Klimpl

By Michael Klimpl
>SS

In Memory Of
Dorothy Stanlake

By Alan Beth & Candace Stanlake
>SS

In Memory Of
Hilda Dorf

By Barry & Natalie Dorf
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Maxine Kaplan

By Marsha Garrettson
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Arlene R. Brenner

By Marilyn Greenbaum
<>

In Memory Of
Eleanor Sonn

By Sam & Leslie Janowitz
>SS SISSISSSI><S>

In Memory Of
Monroe ( Monty) Kaplan

By Marshall & Myra Kaplan
>SS IS>ISISIS S>>

In Memory Of
Samual Lieberman

By Erica Lieberman-Garrett
>SS



S Memoriam March 201 %

In Memory Of
Irving Line

By Jonathan & Arlene Line
>SS

In Memory Of
Louis Weinstein

By Jerry & Sheila Olsen
>SS ><>

In Memory Of
Cissie Rose Lang

By Skip Rose
>SS

In Memory Of
Isadore Seder

By Jules & Nettie Seder
<>

In Memory Of
Theresa Steinbock

By Stephen & Carol Steinbock
<S>>I SISSISSSIS<S>

In Memory Of
Alice Weber

By Judith Weber
<S>>I I>ISISISISS>LI>><S>

In Memory Of
Anne Temkin

By Robert Temkin
<S>>SO IS IS

In Memory Of
Lori Mills

By Bunny Lohmann
>SS

In Memory Of
Dorothy Ross

By Joyce Peckman

Lol el el ol ol el e ittt sl od

In Memory Of
Nate Schulberg

By Alan & Elaine Schulberg
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Ida Seder

By Jules & Nettie Seder
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Abe M. Reider

By George & Muriel Swartz
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Deborah Eichler

By Judith Weber
<>I>LS>I>ISLISISISLIS>LI>S<S>

In Memory Of
George B. Sachs

By Morton & Gene Silverman
S S e S

In Memory Of
Oscar Margulies

By Stanley & Jenny Margulies
>SS

In Memory Of
Denise Moss

By Joel & Linda Pollack
<S>>I

In Memory Of
Esther Schur

By Lee Schur
>SS

Mishebeyrach List

For those of you who
might not make it to ser-
vices regularly, each week
we read aloud the names of
those we know to be ailing
so that we may
include their names in a spe-
cial supplication to
G-d to heal them. Our
printed list is read, and then
the leader asks if anyone in
the congregation has names
to add. If you can’t be at
services, and would like
someone you care about to
be included in the mishebey-
rach prayer, call or e-mail
and let us know. We’ll hap-
pily include any name (or
names) you tell us about.
The main KJCC number is
852-5235. The website,
which accepts e-mail, is
keysjewishcenter.com.
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GET OUTTA TOWN

A fundiraiser for the Keys Jewish Conmumunity Center

Tickety $100 each

Only 100 tickets will be sold.
Where else can yow fly to- an exciting weekend
destinationfor $1007?

Rules are simple: Buy av raffle ticket and wher youw win, youw choose
your destinalion fromwv one of these thiee exciting weekend, packoges:

New York Long Weekend
Includes 3 nighty at the Hiltor New York, divwer at one of thiee
premier restoumrants, and o Broadway experience for two-

Sonomay CA VIP Wine Experience
Inclundes lodging at the Faivmont Sonoma Lnw & Spar and, limousine
service to- o privately hosted towr of the Jacuggi Fomily Winery.

New Orleons Jags & Dining Package
Includes 3 nighty at the Renaissance Pere Mavquette Hotel, VIP seats
at PresevvationHall, and five~couwrse dinner for two- at Conmwmandesr’s

Palace Restoumrant.
Alpackages owefor two- and incude aiv
trowel and lodging: Trowvel times and
itineravies owe flexille:

Winner to-be dirown Aprils 15, 2014
at Second, Seder at the

Islamorader Fishing Clulr
Youw do- not hawve to-be present to-wir. B

e }J
Contoct Bavbora Knowlesy @ Zj
305-772-0503 or email \

wed duw@bellsoutiv.inet
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| hope everyone who attended the Annual
Meeting felt the warmth and heartfelt thanks
from KJCC President Bernie Ginsberg for all
everyone does to make our little shul such a
big success. The food afterwards was plenti-
ful and was presented beautifully by one of
our former Sisterhood presidents, Nettie Se-
der. Kudos and thanks to Nettie and Carla
(our friend who works so hard in the kitchen),
my husband Richard, who ran around to dif-
ferent stores, and all those who helped from
start to finish with this brunch.

| want to encourage everyone who hasn’t
bought a ticket for the “Get Outta Town” Sis-
terhood fundraising raffle to do so. It will be
Sisterhood’s major fundraiser of the year. All
tickets are $100.00, and we’re only selling
100 tickets. So everyone will have a great
chance to win and choose between three
spectacular trips:

1) A New York Weekend, which will include
three nights at the Hilton New York, dinner at
one of three top restaurants and a Broadway
experience for two.

2) A Sonoma, California VIP Wine Experi-
ence, which includes lodging at the Fairmont
Sonoma Inn & Spa with limousine service to a
privately hosted tour of the Jacuzzi Family
Winery.

3) A New Orleans Jazz & Dining Package,
which includes three nights at the Renais-
sance Pere Marquette Hotel, VIP seats at Pres-
ervation Hall and five-course dinner for two at
Commander’s Palace Restaurant.

All packages are for two and include air
travel and lodging. Travel times and itinerar-
ies are flexible. The winner will be drawn
April 15, 2014 at KJCC’s Second Seder. You
don’t need to be present to win. Tickets will
be available at KJCC before and after Friday
services or by contacting me directly, at
iweddu@bellsouth.net.

Here are the major events planned for the
rest of the season: on Friday, March 7%, KJCC

Sisterhood
Barbara Knowles

will be hosting a “Shabbat
Across America” dinner at
6:30 p.m. This is a coordinated international
event, for Jews all across the U.S. and Canada
to come together to celebrate Shabbat. Please
join us. Contact me at iweddu@bellsouth.net to
reserve your place and coordinate the dish
you’ll be contributing. It’s to be a fleishig din-
ner. Donation is $18.00 for members (no
charge for children 12 and under) and $25.00
for all non-members.

On Sunday, March 9, from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
we will have our Passover/Purim Bazaar, once
again featuring The Chosen Gift Shop, who will
bring in lots of Passover and Purim items. This
should be an exciting day of shopping.

On Sunday March 16, at 10:30 a.m., the
KJCC Sunday School students and teachers will
present a Purim play, we will all read The Megil-
lah, and then Sisterhood will provide a Potluck
Brunch. Tzedakah donations will be accepted.

We have a group of tickets for the Sunday,
March 23 performance at Actors Playhouse in
Coral Gables of Monty Python’s “Spamalot.” The
show starts at 3 p.m.; tickets are $45.00. For
information, tickets and carpooling, contact
Susan Ellner, (914) 907-3993.

On Wednesday, April 9, from 8-10 p.m.,
KJCC’s own, internationally renowned Dave
Feder and musical friends will perform live at
KJCC, to formally dedicate the new sound sys-
tem (that Dave recommended). Donation is
$25.00 per person, and tickets will be sold to
the general public. Please contact me to reserve
your seats.

The final major event of the season will be
KJCC’s Annual Family Passover Second Seder
and Dinner, again to be held at the Islamorada
Fishing Club. Please see the ad on page 26 for
all the details.

Together, let’s make March “A Great
Month”!!
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Contributions to KJCC

We appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who support the Keys Jewish Community Center by remembering and

honoring their friends and loved ones through their generous contributions. All donations made dfter the fifth of

the month will appear in the following month’s Chai-Lights. When you make a donation, please signify the fund
it is to go to and the recognition of the name or names to be listed.

Bookplates
Benovitz, Dr. Burton

Davidson, Foster & Carol Laskin

Swartz, George & Muriel

General Fund
Nelson, Darling J.
Rapp, Marilyn
Rose, Frank
Stein, Richard

General Fund
Hartz, Steve & Jan
Pollack, Joel & Linda

Meditation Garden
Peckman, Joyce

Sisterhood Oneg Fund
Bofshever, Joel & Toby
Ellner, Susan

Greenberg, Mike & Bonnie
Harris, Steve & Marsha
Knowles, Richard & Barbara
Peckman, Joyce

In Memory of

Madge Klein Benovitz

Henry Rubin
Clayton Rakov

In Honor of
Russ Wayne Rolnick

Ethan Rose

In Memory of
Marianne Cimkowski
Lila Line

In Memory of
Marianne Cimkowski

In Honor of
Joyce Peckman

Schur, Lee

Tree of Life
Rose, Frank

Tree of Life
Line, Jon & Arlene

Yahrzeits

Coltman, Barney

Emkey, Gerri

Friedman, Ingrid
Isenberg, Patricia
Krissel, Michael

Marmar, David & Pamela
Schulberg, Alan & Elaine

Wolfe, Larry & Dorothy
Zwerdling, Sherry

Yahrzeit Plaques
Gelbard, Sy

Lee's birthday

In Honor of
Ethan Rose

In Memory of
Lila Line

In Memory of

Eve Greenstein

Bob Kinney

Max & Flora Rosenthal
Fannie Phillips

Joseph Krissel

Samuel Marmar
Nathan Gulkis, Bea Guilkis,
Joan Kaminsky

Morris Feinberg,
Samuel Wolfe

Jerry Oshinsky

In Memory of
Moniek & Manya Gelbard

How Certain Contributions to KJCC Can Instantly

Become Permanent, Living Memorials

Book Plates: We are, after all, the People of the Book. For $36 an inscription of your
choice will be placed in one of our Siddurim or Tanakhs. An example: “In Loving Memory of
my grandfather, who first taught me about the treasures that lie between these covers.”

Tree of Life Leaves: We have two beautiful, six-foot Trees of Life — the world’s most en-
during spiritual metaphor — adorning the wall at the rear of the KJCC sanctuary. For $75 an
individual, golden leaf can be engraved with your message of memory or love. An example:
“To our grandchildren: May they always be in the presence of the Eternal Light.”

Garden Bricks and trees: $125 buys a single brick and $200 a double brick in our mag-
nificent Meditation Garden walkway, engraved with your personal message. An example:
“You were the best, Aunt Goldie. Well, you and those amazing blintzes.” For $300 we’ll plant
the tree of your choice as the ultimate forever tribute.
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YEDA VE'TORASHA

Yardena Kamely

Judaism - Religion, Nationality, or Culture?

of Adar comes it is time to celebrate

Purim. The story of Mordechai and
Esther is told in the Book of Esther, Megillat
Ester, which is included in the TaNaKh, the
Hebrew Bible. The story takes place in ancient
Persia (5" century B.C.E.). We celebrate Purim
with feasting and rejoicing, because it is a
happy event we are commemorating, the sav-
ing of all the Jews in Persia and their territo-
ries from being killed.

Why was the Book of Esther included in
the Hebrew Bible, but the Book of the Macca-
bees was not? Why do we commemorate the
destruction of the Temple (Tisha B’Av), but
do not celebrate the construction of the Sec-
ond Temple? The construction was the work
of Ezra and Nehemiah, after the Jews were
allowed to return to Jerusalem from the Baby-
lonian Exile. Cyrus the Great (576 BC-530
BC), founder of the Persian Empire, con-
quered Babylonia about two generations after
Babylonia had conquered and decimated
Judea. Cyrus and his successors encouraged
the Jews to return to Israel and restore their
culture. (King Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon
had conquered Judea in 586 B.C.E. and de-
stroyed the First Temple. In 539 B.C.E. Judea
became part of the Persian Empire.)

Historians and Jewish scholars say that
Cyrus’ Edict of Restoration actually influenced
the forming of the Jewish religion. The com-
bined Biblical books of Ezra and Nehemiah
tell of the successive missions to Jerusalem of
Ezra and Nehemiah - one an able administra-
tor, the other a learned priest and scribe -
and their efforts to restore the worship of the
God of Israel and re-establish a purified Jew-

In the Jewish calendar, when the month

ish community. The Persian Emperor’s decree
was that those who return to their homeland
(not just Jews, but all conquered people)
must live under ancestral law. Which caused
the returnees to ask: what IS our ancestral
law? They didn’t know, or did not remember.
It was Ezra (the priest) who took religious
leadership and looked for the Torah, the Five
Books of Moses, remembering that the Torah
told of laws and traditions to be carried out
by the Jewish people.

Ezra and Nehemiah decided to introduce
the Pentateuch. The news was spread that on
the Jewish New Year’s Day (Rosh Hashanah),
the Five Books of Moses, written by Moses,
would be read aloud to all the people. On
that eventful day Jews from all over the em-
pire came to Jerusalem. Because people had
already begun to forget Hebrew, interpreters
were there to explain in Aramaic all difficult
passages. Aramaic, a language spoken by the
Middle Eastern melting pot of Semitic peo-
ples, had become the everyday language of
the Jews. The idea of having interpreters
proved popular and became a permanent in-
stitution in Jewish life. Because it was decreed
that no part of the Bible could remain un-
clear, a school known as Midrash (meaning
“exposition”) developed. These expositors of
the Bible became highly respected members
of every Jewish community, and later founded
the yeshivas. So that the people would not
forget the Law of Moses, Ezra and Nehemiah
also decreed that the Pentateuch had to be
read in every synagogue throughout each
year on the Sabbath day and twice during the
week.

Ezra's mission, according to the Book of
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Nehemiah (Chapter 8) was to apply "the Law
of Moses" in Jerusalem, which he does by
reading a "book of the Law of Moses" (a
"scroll" in Hebrew) in a marathon public ses-
sion. The question is, what was this law-
book? Some scholars have suggested it was
some form of Deuteronomy; others have pro-
posed that it was the "Priestly Writing," which
probably dates from the Persian period; a
third suggestion, and most popular, is that it
was a form of the Torah, as it was clearly as-
sociated with Moses and contained both ele-
ments from Deuteronomy and Priestly Writ-
ings. There is also a fourth view, that Ezra's
law-book is lost to us and cannot be recov-
ered. If true, this last would be the saddest,
because a vital link to our past would be lost.

Eight hundred years after the death of
Moses, the Jewishness of the Jew had been
established as a result of reforms, the doc-
trines of the Prophets, and the innovations of
Ezra and Nehemiah. Judaism was being
formed during the time of Ezra; all law in to-
day’s Judaism goes back to this period of
return from exile, where the question was:
what laws are we Jews going to observe?
Which holidays, traditions, commemorations,
fasts and celebrations will we observe and
practice?

In her book “How Judaism Became a Relig-
ion,” Leora Batnitzky writes that there were
times when a Jew’s life was totally defined by
Jewish law, which was religious, political, and
cultural in nature. Modernity, she explains,
adds modern questions of definitions of Jew-
ishness. “Is Judaism a religion? Is Jewishness
a matter of culture? Are the Jews a nation?” In
former times, prior to modernity, the ques-
tion of how to define Jewishness never arose,
because Jews lived in a wholly Jewish world.
In a Jewish community all members were
Jews, they lived by Jewish law, prayed accord-
ing to Jewish ritual, and had political auton-
omy. Each community enjoyed this whole-
ness, and together they formed an even lar-
ger whole, “klal Yisrael”, ‘the collective peo-
ple of Israel,” they saw themselves as one
united people.

For Batnitzky, modernity is the age of frac-
ture; beginning with the French Revolution,
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wholeness and unity began to come apart. It
is fascinating to read in her book about the
different communities, how they confronted
these modern questions about Judaism and
searched for ways to express and practice
Jewishness. She writes about the German Jew-
ish philosophy and Reform Judaism; the ex-
perience of Eastern European Jews with Hasi-
dism on the one hand, and Yiddish literature
and secular culture on the other; about Zion-
ism in its various forms, religious, cultural,
and political Zionism (a national liberation
movement), as an attempt to adjust Judaism
to modernity. ¢

Ezra the Scribe

Ezra, who led the return of the Jewish
people to the Land of Israel after the Baby-
lonian exile (423 - 353 BCE), oversaw the
building of the Second Temple, canonized
the 24 books of the Hebrew Bible and, as
head of the "Great Assembly," the Sanhed-
rin, legislated a series of laws and prac-
tices (including formalized prayer) which
left a strong imprint on Judaism to this
very day, passed away on the 9th of Tevet
of the Jewish year 3448 (313 BCE), 1,000
years after the “Giving of the Torah” on
Mount Sinai. The passing of Ezra marked
the end of the "Era of Prophecy."
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\World Jewish Report

One Word, Six Million Times

“And Every Single One Was Someone,” a
book by Phil Chernofsky, does not have much
of a plot. Instead, the 1,250-page book con-
sists of a single word: Jew, written in small
type and printed six million times( 4,800
times on each page.) According to the author,
the book, which weighs 7.3 pounds, is meant
to be a “conversation-starter and thought-
provoker.” “That’s how the Nazis viewed their
victims,” Chernofsky said. “These are not indi-
viduals, these are not people, these are just a
mass we have to exterminate.” The idea for
the book is not entirely original. Over ten
years ago, eighth grade students in Whitwell,
a rural town in Tennessee, collected six mil-
lion paper clips meant to show the anonymity
of the victims and the scale of the destruc-
tion. Their project was chronicled in the 2004
documentary, “Paper Clips.” (By the way......
Rose Marie Gordon, daughter of KJCC Vice
President Susan Gordon, is now teaching at
Whitwell Middle School). Some Holocaust edu-
cators consider the book to be a gimmick;
the book’s supporters do not deny its gim-
mickry, but feel it makes a powerful state-
ment. The idea began in the late 1970s when
Chernofsky taught at the Yeshiva of Central
Queens in New York City. One year, he was in
charge of the school’s bulletin board for
Holocaust Remembrance Day. He gave his
students blank papers and had them write
the word Jew as many times as possible in 30
minutes. When the time had elapsed they
counted 40,000 words - “nothing,” noted
Chernofsky. For twenty years, Chernofsky has
been the editor of Torah Tidbits, a weekly
booklet produced by the Orthodox Union
(OU) containing a variety of commentaries
and explanations of the Torah portion. (Not
surprisingly, he always lists the number of
sentences in the week’s Torah portion.)
(www.nytimes.com, 1-25-14)

Medina Roy

A Tribute to Other Victims

A monument to victims persecuted by the
Nazis because of their sexual orientation was
dedicated in Tel Aviv in early January, the first
of its kind in Israel. The memorial is located
in Gan Meir near the municipal community
center established in 2008 for the gay com-
munity. Eran Lev, an activist in the gay com-
munity and a former city councilman said,
“It’s important to me that people understand
that persecution of gay people was not the
usual story of the Holocaust... This is a differ-
ent story... but still an important one.” The
Gestapo had a special unit dedicated to ho-
mosexuals, keeping secret files on about
10,000 individuals. The exact number of gay
victims of Nazi persecution is not known, but
it is believed that 15,000 were sent to con-
centration camps and more than half were
murdered. Medical experiments were carried
out at Buchenwald attempting to “cure” ho-
mosexuality. (The Forward, 1-14-14)

Jewish History for Tour Guides

The municipal tourist office in Toledo,
Spain, is in the process of providing its fifty
city tour guides with advanced classes in Jew-
ish history. Toledo’s local Sephardic Museum
will teach the course. Prior to the Spanish
Inquisition of the late 1400s, which oversaw
mass expulsions of Jews, Toledo boasted five
Talmudic schools and ten synagogues. In the
past few years, tourism officials have been
trying to attract Jewish tourists by promoting
the nation’s Jewish history. In addition to
Toledo, some two dozen Spanish cities are
participating in an effort to preserve and pro-
mote Jewish cultural history. (World Jewry
Digest, January/February 2014)
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Shimon Peres Sets a New World Record

In early February, Israeli President Shimon
Peres delivered the largest-ever online civics
class in the world. The lecture originated
from Cisco Israel headquarters in the city of
Netanya and was viewed by 9,000 Israeli high
school students in 215 classrooms across
Israel, setting a new world record. The Presi-
dent’s lesson lasted 35 minutes and covered
the role of citizenship, public service, democ-
racy and the importance of contributing to
society. Marco Frigatti, senior vice president
of Guinness World Records, told the Israeli
president that he now is the holder of two
world records: at the age of 91, Peres is also
the oldest formal head of state in the world.
Peres, speaking to Jewish, Arab, Bedouin and
Christian students, encouraged them to take
their studies seriously. “Don’t stop learning,
don’t stop dreaming,” he said.
(www.guinnessworldrecords.com, February
2014)

“Lost Jews” to Make Aliyah

The Israeli government is arranging the
relocation of 899 Bnei Menashe from India to
Israel by the end of 2014. The Bnei Menashe
claim descent from one of the ten lost tribes
of ancient Israel, who were sent into exile by
the Assyrian Empire more than 2700 years
ago. The Knesset recently agreed, by unani-
mous vote, that these “Lost Jews,” will have
the right of return. Some 300 of the Bnei Me-
nashe already arrived in Israel in 2013. Their
relocation was assisted by Shavei Israel, an
organization devoted to helping assimilate
Jews newly arriving to Israel. (World Jewry
Digest, January/February 2014)

A New Program for French Jews

The Israeli government has launched a
program hoping French Jews will immigrate
to Israel. The initiative, “France First,” makes
this the first time in Israel’s history that the
Jewish state is making a direct, concerted
effort to bring Jews to Israel from a western
nation. The program includes a significant
increase in public relations campaigns target-
ing Jews in France and the incorporation of
specific procedures that will expedite their
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absorption into Israeli society. The government
is also expected to provide housing and em-
ployment opportunities, hoping that the new
arrivals will stay permanently. “France First” was
prompted by the recent wave of French Jews
leaving for the United Kingdom, the United
States, Canada and other countries due to the
deteriorating economic situation in France and
a noticeable spike in anti-Semitism.

Recently, a massive anti-Semitic rally was
held in Paris, “the likes of which haven’t been
seen in Europe since the 1930s,” according to a
report by the Israeli newspaper Ma’ariv. About
twenty thousand people screaming anti-Semitic
slogans attended the rally.
(www.algemeiner.com, 1-31-14)

For Book Lovers

The National Jewish Book Council has an-
nounced the winners of the 2013 National Jew-
ish Book Awards. Now in its 63™ year, the
award is given in 17 categories, among them
fiction, history, poetry and scholarship. Here is
a sampling of the awards:

- “Like Dreamers: The Story of the Israeli Para-
troopers Who Reunited Jerusalem and Divided a
Nation,” by Yossi Klein Halevi.

- “FDR and the Jews,” by Richard Breitman and
Allan J. Lichtman.

- “My Promised Land: The Triumph and Trag-
edy of Israel,” by Ari Shavit.

- “Between Friends,” by Amos Oz.

The prizes will be awarded March 5%. For a
complete list of winners, go to
www.jewishbookcouncil.org/2013-national-
jewish-book-award-winners.

(The Forward 1-15-14)

Six Jews Win Nobel Science Prizes

Of the twelve individuals awarded Nobel
Prizes in 2013, six were Jews - including two
Holocaust survivors. Francois Englert, a Belgian
Jewish scientist, won for physics. He shares the
prize with Peter Higgs (of the Higgs Bosun par-
ticle). They are credited with “the theoretical
discovery of a mechanism that contributes to
our understanding of the origin of mass of sub-
atomic particles.” Arieh Warshel, Michael Levitt
and Martin Karplus won the prize for chemistry.
The three-man team was recognized for their


http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com,
http://www.algemeiner.com
http://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/2013-national-jewish-book-award-winners
http://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/2013-national-jewish-book-award-winners

findings in the development of “multi-scale
models of complex chemical systems.” The
Nobel Prize in medicine went to another three
-man team, two Americans, James Rothman
and Randy Schekman and German-born re-
searcher Thomas Suedhof. They won for their
discoveries of “machinery regulating vesicle
traffic, a major transport system in our cells."
Englert and Karplus are the two Holocaust
survivors.

(World Jewry Digest, January/February 2014
and www.nobelprize.org, 2-4-14)

In Memoriam

- Mike Flanagan, a former British soldier
who deserted and smuggled two Cromwell
tanks to the Haganah in 1948, supplying Is-
raeli troops with their first armored vehicles,
died recently at the age of 85. Flanagan will
be honored by the IDF for his contribution to
the nascent Jewish state’s efforts during the
War of Independence. Flanagan fought in the
British army during World War Il and partici-
pated in the liberation of the Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp in 1945. After the war,
he was stationed in British Mandate Palestine
as a technician in the armed forces. In June of
1948, Flanagan, along with his friend and
tank commander Harry McDonald, broke into
a military base near the Haifa airport, stole
two tanks and drove them to Tel Aviv where
Haganah operatives were waiting. The two
men joined the Israeli troops fighting in the
Mahal volunteer unit during the War of Inde-
pendence. During his service, Flanagan met
fellow soldier Ruth Levy, converted to Juda-
ism and the two married. Flanagan lived in
Israel with his wife until her death, later relo-
cating to Canada. Flanagan was buried in the
Sha’ar HaAmakim cemetery in northern Israel
alongside his wife and son.
(www.timesofisrael.com, 2-2-14)

- Sam Berns, a Jewish teen from Foxbor-
ough, Massachusetts and subject of the HBO
documentary film “Life According to Sam,”
died in January after a lifelong battle with
progeria, a rare genetic disorder. He was 17.
Progeria causes rapid aging and children di-
agnosed with the disease typically don’t live
past the age of 14. Rabbi Harold Kushner,

author of the book “When Bad Things Happen
to Good People,” lost his son Aaron to the
same disease. Coping with his grief is what
prompted him to write the bestseller. The
documentary film was on the short list for an
Oscar nomination and was voted Best Docu-
mentary at the 2013 Boston Jewish Film Festi-
val. Sam’s parents, both physicians, estab-
lished the Progeria Research Foundation in
1999 after their son was diagnosed with the
disorder. The research team has been able to
isolate the gene that causes the condition
and has developed a drug treatment prolong-
ing the lives of children with the disorder.
(www.jta.org, 1-12-14)

Did You Know...

- In December, billionaire Warren Buffett
donated $10 million to Rambam Hospital in
Haifa. The gift was announced by Israeli busi-
nessman Eitan Wertheimer during a dinner to
celebrate the hospital’s 75th anniversary.
Wertheimer and Buffett have been friends
since Buffett purchased 80 percent of Iscar, a
Wertheimer family company, in 2006. This
past May, Buffett’s Berkshire Hathaway pur-
chased the remaining 20 percent of the com-
pany. Wertheimer is former chairman of the
board of Rambam Hospital’s Medical School
and Research Institute. (www.globes.co.il, 12-
27-13)

- Former CNN host Larry King (for many
years a radio D) and talk-show host in Miami)
and Israel’s Technion Institute of Technology
in Haifa have agreed to work together to pro-
mote Israeli high-tech. They are establishing
the Israel Silicon Valley Chambers of Com-
merce for the purpose of strengthen ties be-
tween Israel and Silicon Valley and to help
start-ups. King is financing the project with a
$600,000 investment through a holding com-
pany. (www.israelnationalnews.com, 1-28-14)

- Gal Gadot, Israeli-born model, IDF vet-
eran, actress and former Miss Israel, has been
cast to play super-hero “Wonder Woman” in
the upcoming film Batman vs. Superman, a
sequel to Man of Steel. Gadot, 28, has acted
in the Fast & Furious films and on the televi-
sion show Entourage.

(www.tabletmag.com, 12-4-13) 0
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% PASSOVER/PURIM BAZAAR!

Join us for a very special day of shopping, 5
friends, food, raffles

& refreshments! ‘q-; e
D »
Pussover SUNDAY, March 9,2014 W
11:00am to 2:00 pm NAS
* at the KJCC < Do = T
MM 93.5 ~»

¥*

You may have shopped at The Chosen in Miami over the years*
The owners are bringing their on-line store merchandise *
* to the KJCC. Check them out online -
THE CHOSEN GIFT
http://www.thechosengift.net

¥*
We are hosting an exclusive one-day sale at the KJCC
* in order to bring you many beautiful *
* Passover and Purim items
and exciting gifts from

THE CHOSEN GIFT *
(A portion of all proceeds will benefit the KJCC Sisterhood.)

* We will also have a Raffle for Holiday Merchandisel
(All raffle proceeds go to the KJCC sisterhood)

¥ 7 ke K - *
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On January 24,
Sisterhood, as a
group, led Friday
night services. A full
sixteen participated,
with Erica Lieberman
Garrett at the “rabbi’s”
lectern and calling each
in turn to the bemabh.
They ended
with a chal-
lenge for
Men’s Club
to follow
their lead. En
garde.
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The whole Megillah--
The real Megillah--
The KICC Megillah--

sunday, March 16, 2014

~ Wear a costume -~
Bring a dish!

10:30 Megillah reading
Primarily in English, round robin style.

Our Sunday School students and
. assorted brave grown-ups will be
> presenting a play for our enjoyment.

11:30 Brunch -~ Potluck

ontact Nettie Seder, (305) 852-7283,
ngseder@yahoo.com, to coordinate your dish.

Tzedakah donations will be accepted.
] -,
=l AT P

-! g _‘?v --.-'_ ‘
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The top three photos were taken during
Yardena’s 2014 lecture series on the three
Abrahamic religions and Jewish life in the
Islamic empire, which began in late 7th
century C.E. and at one point encompassed
almost all of the middle east and northern
Africa and also
stretched into
some of eastern
Europe and, of
course, most of
Spain.

EXPANSION OF ISLAM

WAS A POLITICAL CREED

8 ]smasush e RuLE OF ALLA ON EARTR

LTO AND INSEPARABLE FROM MOHAMMAD'S

¥ RELIGIOUS AND SPIRITUAL MISSION AS A PROPHET.

~THE ISLAMIC EMPIRE

TS GOAL

the background), but since
so many of our members are
involved with the Coast Guard
Auxiliary (including Prez
Bernie), we thought you’d
enjoy seeing Lee Schur and
David Gross at this year’s
Changing of the Watch
ceremony. The photo below was taken at the Febru-
ary 6th edition of this year’s Upper Keys Con-

cert Series. Many of the volunteers and
management are KJCC members.

Two-thirds
of the Texas
contingent of
KJCC, Lauren
Sax and Joan
Boruszak, dur- |
ing the January
snowstorm
that beset
much of the
south, includ-
ing the Dallas area. Shayna, Stuart
and Lauren’s cockapoo, had never

seen snow before but loved it. Chai-Lights March 2014 21



Keys Jewish Community Center

1th Anpu |

\X}OMQH $

Sunday
March 30, 2014
5:00 PM @ KJCC
Homemade Seder Dinner
w/Wine

Come celebrate the 11th
Women’s Seder

Donation: $18 chai
+ $11.00 for 11 years =
$29.00

Join us in celebration as we
continue our efforts of
Tikkun Olam - repair the
world.

Limited seating - Please RSVP by
March 16th.

Contact -

Erica (305) 853-1003 e 4&{'%39# =
hippicjap@hotmail.com
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Another Full Weekend at KJCC

by Gloria Avner

ere we are, just six weeks

into the New Year, and an-

other rich, full weekend of
activity has filled our synagogue
with learning, laughter, meaning-
ful ritual, and inspiration. It began "
on Friday night, February 7" with
the return of Rabbi Ed Rosenthal
and his ten Hillel
college students
from Tampa (his
Scubi Jews club).
They came pre-
pared to partici-
pate in our prayers
and activities while
performing their
major mitzvah
work, Tikkun Ha-
Yam. (The term is
a little riff on Tik-
kun Olam that
Rabbi Ed invented,
which means Repairing the Sea).

Joyce led her usual thoughtfully pre-

pared service and made room for Rabbi
Ed to present us with a special d’var
Torah, particularly interesting because
he posited that the special skins used
in construction of the Mishkan, the
Tabernacle, the sacred enclosure that
held the first Torah and that was car-
ried by the wandering Israelites for all
forty of their years in the desert, may in
actuality have come from...dolphins.
(He quoted a Midrash that teaches that
the dolphins had helped escort the Israelites
through the perils of the Reed Sea as they
fled the Egyptians. When God returned the
water to normal as the Egyptians entered in
pursuit, the dolphins had been hurled by the
turmoil onto land, where they died. To honor
their service and spirituality, the Midrash says
that their skins were made part of the first

Holy Ark.)

After the
service, with
its blessings,
came the
blessing of
two Oneg
birthdays,
Erica Leiber-
man-Garrett’s
and Linda
Pincus’s.
(These girls
know how to
pose.) Their joy
shines through.

i And the cake was
appreciated.

All day Satur-
day, Rabbi Ed’s
students went div-
ing, working in the

KJCC member
Rabbi Ed Rosenthal, spending the week-
end at KJCC with his Suncoast Hillel
Scubi Jews diving club (his appellation, by
the way) to do reef repair work, joined in
the service by providing a fascinating take
on an otherwise-hard-to-enliven Torah
portion. He then led Kiddush and
HaMotzi. (No shofar blowing, though, at
which he is the unchallenged master.)
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coral nurseries to help heal our Upper Keys
coral reef. Our KJCC David Kamely Classroom
served happily as the students’ campground,
sleeping bags and backpacks strewn every-
where. That evening, the homey aroma of
students cooking matzoh balls in the kitchen
greeted us as the rest of us gathered for an-

Rabbi Ed and Rabbi Rich Agler deepen us
whenever they’re here.)

Did the activity and learning stop with the
end of Shabbat? No! Sunday morning brought
a board meeting, school children rehearsing a
play for Purim, the annual meeting of the
KJCC membership, plus election and installa-

other ritual experi-
ence, Havdalah,
the short, sweet
service that cele-
brates the ending
of the Sabbath
and return to the
secular world. We
gathered outside
in the beautiful
gazebo built for
us by Alan and
Candy, over-
looking our
wonderful
Meditation
Garden.
Rabbi Ed
gave another
stimulating
talk, this
time about
why Adam,
who named
the animals,
did not get
to name the
fish. (The
short ver-
sion: be-
cause land
was man-
kind’s domain; the sea belonged solely to
God.) We blessed the wine, inhaled the aroma
of the spices, looked at our hands by light of
the braided wick candle, and doused the
flame in wine. For a moment the scent of the
Garden of Eden lingered in the air. Then our
voices joined in Eliahu HaNavi, just in case
this might be the night for Moshiach to arrive
as we learned more interesting tidbits from
Rabbi Ed. (We may have no rabbi at KJCC, but
we have two rabbis as members, and both
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tion of our 2014
Board of Direc-
tors.
(Congratulate our
newest Board
Members next
time you see
Linda Kaplan and
Sy Gelbard).
Carol Steinbock
did a wonderful
job as always
4 swearing in our
leaders, commit-
ting them to
hard, thoughtful work
for the good of our con-
gregation. We sealed
the deal with a lox and
bagel brunch prepared
by Sisterhood under the
leadership of Barbara
Knowles and Erica Lie-
berman-Garrett.

When everyone was
satisfied, and the
kitchen and social hall
were clean and ready
for the next event,
chairs were set up in
the schoolroom for
Yardena Kamely’s latest in her series of lec-
tures about the three Abrahamic traditions.
Of course that was after the adult class in
beginning Hebrew taught by Yardena.

Our youthful contingent of Hillel friends
from Tampa had left the kitchen and school-
room spotless. We are eager for their next
visit. They have become a valued, adopted
part of our KJCC Mishpocha. Learning on
every level for every age group had gone on
all weekend at our “little” unaffiliated island
shul.

Six of Rabbi
Ed’s Hillel stu-
dents join Prez
Bernie for the
HaMotzi after
services. At left,
the Oneg was a
celebration of the
birthdays of Erica
Lieberman-
Garrett and
Linda Pincus.
There was no
shortage of cake.



The weekend’s final event was
Havdalah, led by Rabbi Ed out-
side in KJCC’s beautiful Garden
gazebo. Olivia, one of the stu-
dents, held the entwined candle
aloft just before it was doused in
the plate of wine.

r'\\_}ﬂ

Traditional fulfilling and aesthetically
pleasing rituals had been performed.

We’d worshipped under the stars and in
every part of our building. (The little to- ;,['3;

mato and pepper seedllngs by the way,
planted by our students on Tu BiShvat, with

Steve Steinbock’s generous help, are growing
so fast they are starting to look like charac-
ters in the

tale of Jack
and the
Beanstalk.)

It was a Above, Bernie and Gloria
very good, stand with both of KJCC’s won-
very blessed, derful rabbi members, Ed
weekend. Rosenthal and Rich Agler. At
The photos left, Bernie and Rabbi Ed mug
tell the tale. .

We are w[th the as.sembled group of
grateful. 0 Hillel Scubi Jews. The students

camped out in KJCC'’s class-
room, but left it a cleaner place
than when they arrived.
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= Dave Feder and Friends <=
\b’/* present S
| Original Music by Dave Feder @~

"Hillbill Flamenco il
z{’-w y K
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Concert Presented by
The Keys Jewish
Community Center

Wednesday, April 9, 2014
Time: 8:00 pm
Location: KJCC, MM 93.5 Oceanside
For tickets and information contact
Sam at

(305) 852-8741
@sev165bellsouth.net
Apres Theater Refreshments

Artwork by Gloria Avner

General Admission $25
Special Sponsorships Available
w/Preferred Seating
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Four Hundrcd Milcs to Frccdom

A movie, P/us a c/escn})tion of one man’s Pafhfu/joumcy.

by Lee Schur

n Wednesday, January 29*, four of us

- KJCC president Bernie Ginsberg,

Holocaust Committee Chair Yardena
Kamely, Susan Ellner, and | - traveled to Mi-
ami’s Koubek
Center to see a
documentary film
titled “400 Miles
to Freedom.” It’s
a film about the
brutal kidnapping §
of co-director
Avishai Mekonen,
who was then ten
years old. He and
his Beta Israel
family had es-
caped violence
and dictatorship
in Ethiopia and
were living in a
Sudanese refugee
camp, from where

tion, of a cloistered group of black Jews con-
fronting the complex mixture that is modern

Israel.

Mekonen, who was there (see photo),
talked about his
decision to
break his 20-
year silence,
and how his
kidnapping and
subsequent
experiences in
Israel have af-
fected his life.
We watched, in
the film, his
struggles to
clarify his iden-
tity, his Jewish-
ness, and his
Israeli citizen-
ship. One par-
ticularly riveting

he was violently
taken and, along
with other chil-
dren, drugged by
child traffickers
to help erase their sense of memory or prior
ties. He was rescued several weeks later by
an Ethiopian now thought to have been work-
ing for Israel’s Mossad. He was reunited with
his family, and, through Operation Moses,
resettled to Israel along with others in the
camp.

The Beta Israel had lived as Jews in the
northern part of today’s Ethiopia for 2,500
years. Though it certainly touches on his kid-
napping, the documentary really focuses on
the culture shock, and difficulties in assimila-

From left, Susan Ellner, Bernie Ginsberg, Yardena
Kamely and Lee Schur pose with co-directors Avishai
Mekonen and his wife, Sheri Rothfarb Mekonen.

moment was
when he inter-
viewed Israel’s
Chief Ashkenazi
rabbi.

In addition to Mekonen - and his wife, co-
director Sheri Rothfarb Mekonen, with whom
he now lives in New York with their two chil-
dren - all in attendance met and had a chance
to talk with Chaim Shacham, Israel’s Consul
General to Florida, Cuba and Puerto Rico, and
Deputy Consul Revital Malca.

After leaving, we four of KJCC reconvened
at Versailles on Calle Ocho, the self-
proclaimed “best Cuban restaurant,” to con-
tinue to discuss the film and its issues over
delicious empanadas and café leches. ¢
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Tuesday, April 15, 2014
6:530 pm
Islamorada Fishing Club

For information and reservations contact:
Barbara Knowles 305-772-0503, iweddu@bellsouth.net
Mail your check to KJCC Sisterhood at PO Box 116,
Tavernier, FL 33070.

Your check is your reservation. Reserve early as we will

Donations:
Members: Adults $50; Children 12 and under are our guests.
Non-Members: $75
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Travel rbround the World. Meet Fascinating Pesple.
Debate the Great Tdeas of Yeuish History.

All without ever having to leave KICC or your easy chair

by Medina Roy

You’'ve won a free trip around the world! An-
cient Israel, Prague, a visit with a Pope, con-
temporary Jerusalem, the Catskills...

OK...... so now that we’ve got your atten-
tion, it’s time to take another look at the
KJCC library. Here’s an annotated list of some
of the titles that have been added over the
past several months:

- The Five Books of Miriam, by Ellen
Frankel. By weaving together Jewish folklore,
Yiddish fables,
Midrash and her own
imagination, Frankel
explores what the
Torah means to
women. All aspects
of a Jewish woman’s
life: her connection
to G-d plus her place
in the Jewish commu-
nity and in the world
are presented here.
The book adds a rich
discussion to the
ongoing conversa-
tion between Jewish
women and Jewish tradition. Donated by Glo-
ria Avner, this book is located in the Judaic
Studies section (JUD).

« The Jews in the Greek Age, by Elias ).
Bickerman, is written by one of the greatest
authorities on the ancient world. It is a vivid
account of the Jewish people from the con-
quest of Palestine by Alexander the Great in
332 B.C.E. to the revolt of the Maccabees.
The book traces Jewish social, economic and
intellectual life and explores the relation be-

e
of Miriam

‘A Woman's Commentary on the Torah

tween the Jewish community and the Hellenis-

tic rulers and colonizers of Palestine. This
title was donated by Bernie Ginsberg and is
located in the History section (HIS).

« Son of Hamas, by Mosab Hassan
Yousef. The author is the oldest son of
Sheikh Hassan Yousef, a founding member of
Hamas, and has had an inside view of the
notorious terrorist
group. Assisting his
father for years, he was
groomed to eventually
take power but, in-
stead, he turned away
from terror and vio-
lence. Mosab reveals
information about
Hamas and his pain- '
ful separation from L A%0 unriikcane g TR
family and home-
land, his move to
Christianity and be-
lief in the mandate to
“love your enemies” as the only solution to
Middle East peace. Location: Biography (BIO)

- Bete’avon! A Collection of Recipes, by
Hillel Community Day School P.T.A. This
cookbook contains recipes for traditional Jew-
ish dishes of many countries combined with
the diversity of distinctly American foods. All
recipes are kosher. Location: Cookbooks
(CO0)

- Ancient Israel, by Harry M. Orlinsky,
is a concisely organized account of the soci-
ety that produced the Torah. Orlinsky traces
the highs and the lows of

the Israelites between the
years 2000 and 300
B.C.E. The author shows
the reader how Jewish
religious concepts devel-
oped in the context of
actual historical situa-
tions. This book was do-
nated by Stan Margulies
and is housed in the His-
tory section (HIS).

ANCIENT ISRAEL
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« The Deputy, by Rolf Hochhuth, trans-
lated from the German by Richard and Clara
Winston. When this book was first published
in 1963, it met with a lot of controversy. The
subject matter is Pope Pius XIl - the “deputy”
and his

of Christ on earth -
failure to speak out
against the mass
murder of six mil-
lion Jews during
World War Il
Hochhuth was 32
when he wrote the
book (it is written
as a play) using
actual events
that were still
fresh in the
memories of
the audience.
The book was
said to “touch
the raw nerve of Christian
conscience,” focusing on the role that sup-
posed moral leaders must play in times of
humanitarian crises. Donated by Elaine Solas,
this play is located in the Literature section
(LIT).

- Irving Berlin: A Daughter’s Memoir,
by Mary Ellin Barrett. In this book, Ir-
ving Berlin (1888-1989) comes
to life as a father, a
husband and a
friend - as
well as one
of the most
beloved song-
writers of the
20™ century.
The memoir is
written by Ber-
lin's oldest
daughter. Barrett
tells of growing up
with the composer
(and lyricist) of
some of America's
most popular songs,
including "White
Christmas,"
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"God Bless America,” “There’s No Business
Like Show Business,” and “Easter Parade.” Bar-
rett details her parents' well-publicized ro-
mance and marriage, which scandalized her
mother's family. She describes life in a house-
hold with a Catholic mother from one of the
country's wealthiest families and a Jewish
father whose parents were penniless Russian
immigrants. She describes a storybook child-
hood, homes in Los Angeles, the Catskills
and New York City and daily contact with the
rich and the famous. But there was also a
dark side: the death of the Berlins' infant son,
"dry spells" when Berlin could not write, and
periods of depression for both him and his
wife, culminating in his later years as a virtual
recluse. Location: Biography (BIO).

- Hebrew Illluminated Manuscripts, by
Bezalel Narkiss. This magnificent, oversized
volume by
Bezalel Narkiss
(1926-2008)
contains 60
Hebrew illumi-
nated manu-
scripts in full
color. Each
manuscript is
introduced and
described by
Narkiss, an
Israeli art his-
torian and an
expert in illu-
minated Medie-
val Latin and
Hebrew manuscripts. Narkiss was the illustra-
tions consultant to the Encyclopedia Judaica.
This book was donated by Stan Margulies and
is housed in the Art section (ART).

- Shield of David: The Story of Israel’s
Armed Forces, by Yigal Allon. Allon (1918-
1980) - born Yigal Paicovitch in pre-state
Israel - was an Israeli soldier and politician.
He was one of the first commanders of the
Palmach, an elite branch of the Haganah.
Allon entered politics in 1955, when he
was elected to the Israeli Knesset
(parliament) and served briefly as acting
prime minister in 1969. The book chronicles

ENCYCLOPAEDIA JUDAICA - JERUSALEM
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how a small coun-
try like Israel, with
less than three mil-
lion Jews (and sur-
rounded by nearly
fifty million Arabs),
managed to create, in
twenty years, an army
which military experts
even today agree is
one of the best in the
world. Donated by
Yardena Kamely, this
book is in the

- The Fight for Jerusalem: Radical Is-
lam, the West, and the Future of the Holy
City, by Dore Gold. Former Israeli ambassa-
dor to the United Nations Dore Gold dis-
cusses the 3,000-year history of Jerusalem.
He covers the role of the Holy City in the evo-
lution of Judaism, Christianity and Islam and
the modern-day diplomatic battle for its cus-
tody. Gold’s perspective is that only Israel
can preserve Jerusalem’s holy places and
keep it an open, free city for
\ Christians, Jews
8\ and Muslims. Lo-
)\ cation: Israel (ISR)

section about + Home
Israel (ISR). Lands: Por-

- Prague traits of the
Winter: A New Jewish
Personal Diaspora, by
Story of Larry Tye. In
Remem- his travels
brance overseas as
and War, \ a reporter
1937- for The
1938, by Boston
Made- Globe,
leine Larry Tye
Al- tells the story here
bright. of a renewed Jewish dias-

This pora. Tye picked seven di-

W verse Jewish communities
around the world. In each
one he zeroes in on a sin-
1 gle family or congregation
~3@l whose tale reflects the

il wider community's history
and current situation.

il What he discovered is
what these different com-
munities have in common
- Jewish customs and
rituals. This book was
donated by Yardena Kamely

is a memoir by
former Secretary of State Made-
leine Albright of her formative years
in Czechoslovakia. She discusses the
tumult of Nazi occupation, World War
I, fascism, and the onset

of the Cold War. Albright was 59
when she learned from a reporter and
other sources that her ancestral heri-
tage was Jewish and that more than
two dozen of her relatives had died in
the Holocaust. This revelation shook
her deeply ingrained sense of identity,

SPORA
cug NEW JEW1SH DIAST ¥

RAITS OF

TR RN

and prompted her to seek answers to ques- and is located in the section labeled Jewish
tions that she had never before thought to World (JW).

ask. That search began with visits to the . It is no Dream: The Life of Theodor
small towns in Czechoslovakia where her par- Herzl. This DVD was produced by the Simon
ents had grown up and to the ancient syna- Wiesenthal Center. The documentary film
gogue where the names of Holocaust victims explores the life and times of the man con-
are enshrined. Location: Biography (BIO) sidered the father of the modern State of Is-
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rael. Narrated by Academy Award winner Ben when you’re done. It’s that simple. And just

Kingsley, the film examines how Herzl, a remember...... you don’t have to worry about
journalist, playwright and assimilated Buda- late fee charges.

pest-born Jew, organized and led a world- So come and check it out. Bet you’ll find
wide political movement to create a Jewish something that interests you. And by the way,
homeland in Palestine. This DVD was donated as you can see from some of the books men-
by Stuart and Lauren Sax. It is housed in the tioned here, donations are always welcome.

Audio-Visual section (AV).

There are
several other
categories, not
reflected in the
titles described
above, such as
children’s books
(JuVv), books for
young adults
(YA), the Holo-
caust (HOL),
Festivals (FES),
Halacha (Jewish
Law) (LAW), Phi-
losophy (PHI),
Spirituality (SPI)
and Kabbalah
(KAB), to name a
few.

The KJCC
library operates
on the “honor”
system. Proce-
dures for bor-
rowing library
material and a
guide to how
the material has
been cataloged
can be found in
a yellow folder
located on one
of the book
shelves in the
area near the
KJCC gift shop.
All you need to
do is leave a
written record of
what you’re bor-
rowing and re-
turn the material
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See you at the library! ¢

~ Tallit, Kipot, Kiddush Cups, Candlesticks
Mezuzzot, Jewelry and Morel!

For further information contact:
Susan Gordon (305) 766-3585




Standing Up at Sea

A Closer Look at the AmiDAH

by Gloria Avner

picture this. David and | are sitting in the
cruise ship Eurodam’s nearly empty late
lunch dining room. Out every window is an
endless sunlit expanse of water. Sharing old
stories, David mentions his rabbi grandfa-
ther. Suddenly two shyly smiling women ap-
pear at our table.
“Excuse us, but a
friend on board needs
to say Kaddish for his
father. Do you think
you could join us at
5:30 in the little piano
bar on deck two? If we
get a minyan, we will
have an erev Shabbat
service.” They had
overheard the word
“rabbi.” We say yes. It
feels bashert.

So we get to this
tiniest of venues
ahead of time and see
a table to the left
spread with challah, wine, and a platter full of
gefilteh fish, across from a large piano with
barstools that takes up half the room. People
keep pouring in. It is difficult to close the
door so we can begin. There are thirty-six of
us, and this is the first time in the thirteen-
year history of this cruise that permission has
been granted and a minyan achieved. Even
more unexpected, we have a rabbi officiating
(the husband of Janis Siegel, lead singer of
Manhattan Transfer) and a cantor (father of a
young Miami drummer we met and liked on
our first day, first concert). | am grateful and
thrilled to be celebrating Shabbat in the mid-
dle of an ocean on a jazz cruise. Everyone
knows the songs, belts out the prayers, al-
most all of them the same melodies we use in
our own little shul. | can’t help thinking/
picturing (ok, | am a little ferklempt) that we,
my Keys home congregation and my ship

Kaddish-man thanks David for joining
the impromptu shipboard minyan.

board community, are observing together,
linked despite distance by our voices and in-
tent.

Finally, we are asked to rise. It is time for
the silent prayer, the Amidah. (Please put the
accent on the last syllable so we pronounce
correctly the Hebrew
y word for “standing,” the
position in which we
pray.) Each week our
KJCC service leader re-
fers to this series of
silent prayers (also re-
ferred to as Sh’moneh
Esrei, the “eighteen”
blessings, especially by
Bernie, our preserver of
all things Ashkenazi) as
the “core” of the service.
Do we know why these
prayers are so revered
and important? The
story of how the Amidah
prayer came into being
as essential Jewish worship is a good one, a
journey worth exploring.

We begin over 2,500 years ago with the de-
struction of Solomon’s Temple in 586 B.C.E.
Our leaders of the time, the Men of the Great
Assembly, an ancient group of prophets and
scholars, guided us through the exile in Babylo-
nia and Persia and the return to Israel. Without
a central place to call our own, many of the
mitzvahs (the last syllable is stressed here as
well) prescribed by the Torah - like the three
pilgrimages to the Temple to offer animal and
seasonal produce sacrifices - could no longer
be fulfilled. With the days of Diaspora waiting in
the wings, our wise men knew we needed a new
form of observance - something crucial, signifi-
cant, personal yet shareable that could be per-
formed wherever Jews gathered, both to teach
and maintain the Jewish way of life. They codi-
fied the most important of prayers, including
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stage directions and choreography. “The
words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart” became the new sacrifice acceptable to
G-d: sincere prayer.

At first the prayers were not rigidly struc-
tured. Sincerity of personal prayer was the
order of the day (and is still an option), but,
bit by bit, a structure evolved, a teaching tool
as well as an organized credo of Jewish relig-
ion and values.

The prayers of Amidah (often called HaTe-
fillah, or The Prayer, with a capital T) are or-
ganized into three sections, and model for us
how one should pray for anything. From
praise to petition to thanksgiving, the sec-
tions include everything one could
possibly pray about, personally and
communally, including the prayer
for rain which is said continually
from Shemini Atzeret to Pesach,
the one season of rain in the dry
holy land.

The Amidah
is one of the
three pillars

symbolically demonstrating our subservience to
God.” The choreography comes in again at the
beginning and end of the prayers. One takes
three steps back and three steps forward when
beginning the Amidah, showing respect when
approaching God, as one would approach and
take leave of a mortal king. When ending the
Amidah, the three steps back and forward are
taken again, respectfully departing before re-
turning from the divine to the world of the
mundane. (Cantor Neil Schwartz from Canada
taught me that the bowing to left and right was
to acknowledge rows of angels, who also listen
to petitions.)

The Men of the Great Assembly knew that
fluency of language would be lost.
The languages of many nations
would be spoken, so Ezra (who
along with Nehemiah led the return
of Jews from Babylon to Judea) and
his court couched the prayers in
simple language and created an or-

First we acknowledge the good- on which der that would be repeated several
ness and generosity of our creator. . times each day and remembered.
Then we ask for what is lacking. .IUdalsm When the people returned to build
Finally, we express our gratitude. Stal’ldS. the Second Temple, they brought

There are enough life lessons here

the Amidah and its prayers with

to give us all the guidance we
need. After all, Tefillah is one of
the three pillars on which Judaism stands,
along with Torah and deeds of loving kind-
ness. And why did (and do) we need this
guidance? We have been dispersed for millen-
nia, scattered by the wind like far-flung
seeds. How would Jews in Babylonia - and
later in Persia, Russia, France, Spain, Malay-
sia, China, Iraq, Poland, Morocco, Yemen and
India - retain and keep track of their heritage
without a core of prayer that contained be-
havior guidelines and ritual practices?

Here are some answers, too, if you have
ever wondered about the bowing and the
steps backwards and forward. The first sec-
tion, called the Avot (and Imahot), acknowl-
edges our ancestors (fathers and mothers).
We praise God for “remembering their good
actions, and by implication, ask God to hear
our prayer favorably” because of our prede-
cessors’ merit. The blessing begins and ends
with a “formal bow at the knees and hips,
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them. It made Jewish prayer possi-
ble in every community by every
individual, no matter where he or she was.

And where were we - thirty-six individuals,
David and | and the rest of the shipboard min-
yan, crammed into a weeny piano bar, in the
middle of a large ocean, standing on no name-
able nation’s shores? Whatever our location, we
were a mishpocha in the moment, a community
sharing language, culture and values, asking
for our needs to be fulfilled, personal and com-
munal, especially for peace, and saying respect-
ful thank-you’s. Linked vertically through time
and historically through space, we Jews are a
united tribe, and a lot of the credit goes to
those who created the Amidah.

A D’var Torah followed, not directly about
the week’s parshah but a meditation on free-
dom and its lack, on the high seas. What must
it have been like to have escaped from Ger-
many, be enthusiastic about the possibilities of
new life in Cuba or America, and then to be
refused entry and turned back toward Europe?


http://www.myjewishlearning.com/practices/Ritual/Prayer/Prayer_Music_and_Liturgy/Physical_Movement.shtml

Did the voyagers on the S.S. St. Louis in 1939
have a Shabbat Service, too? How fervent
were their Amidah prayers, and what must
their bitter disappointment have been, know-
ing they would ultimately be sent to their
deaths, refused safe harbor in the name of
politics?

Not all petition works, but we end with
gratitude because gratitude is still of value.

We sang this evening on the jazz cruise.
We prayed, and remembered the lost. A very
grateful man got to say Kaddish for his fa-

ther. A heartfelt L’chaim, a little challah,
handshakes all around, and off we went, to
dinner and our next concert, uplifted, know-
ing that our tribe is everywhere, standing up
regularly for principles, beliefs, and to say
the Amidah. o

Note: to delve deeper, and in more detail,
into the Amidah and its Kabbalistic aspects,
there are several good articles, one at myjew-
ishlearning.com, the other at morashasylla-
bus.com.

Keys Jewish Community Center

BEST

MUSICAL

S TONY AWARTF

SPAM X LOT

A new musicaleripped off from the motiom picnzre

JONHHo

Date: Sunday
March 23, 2014
Time: 3:00 pm
Place:

Actors Playhouse,
Coral Gables

SPAMALOT is the musical comedy sensation lovingly ripped
off from the film classic Monty Python and The Holy Grail.
Hysterically retelling the tale of King Arthur and his Knights
of the Round Table, this Tony Award winning Best Musical
will spread laughter and cheer throughout the Kingdom of
South Florida. Featuring a bevy of beautiful showgirls, not
to mention cows and killer rabbits, SPAMALOT has been
hailed by all as "a no-holds-barred smash hit."

contact Joyce (305) 451-0665

or Susan (914) 907-3993.

Donation $45
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Those of you who
know David Gitin know
he used to hang out in

Greenwich Village during
the 50s and 60s, earning |

a life-long love of jazz.
(He did a radio show in
California for years.) So

he and Gloria go on this

jazz cruise in January.

Gloria takes her iPad, and

B

| |

starts to doodle during the

performances. What resulted
was so fabulous we thought

they should be
shared. The
standing bass
player is based
on David Finck;
bongo player is
Sanchez; piano
top is legendary
Hyman; pianist
dreads is Gerald
ton; trumpeter is
Sandoval; on big
tone sax is little
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azzy Avrtist

Smulyan; male
singer is Kurt
Elling; on flugel-
horn is Randy
Brecker; the gui-
tar man is John
Pizzarelli, son of
famed Bucky.

guy at
Dick
with
Clay-
Arturo
bari-
Gary




Sheohinah " Anong and Withic Ue

by Gloria Avner

Yes, we know that Pesach isn’t
until April, and that Purim comes
first. But this year’s Women’s Se-
der is March 30th, and Gloria’s
giving you a little thought-food
here to prepare for its mystical
side. Some tidbits about Purim
follow on the next page.

/{/omen’s Seder time approaches, and my
thoughts turn both to creativity - our
play with clay - and divinity. Perhaps they are
the same, the feminine aspect of divinity and
the feminine spirit’s place in Judaism.

A month ago, a Friday evening’s parsha
spoke about the great care and amount of
precious materials used by the homeless Jews
to build the Mishkan, or Tabernacle, in the
desert, creating an awe-inspiring place for
Shechinah to dwell. How striking that the
word for tabernacle (Mishkan) and the word
for Shechinah, share the same root letters.

When we were herdsmen and farmers,
living close to the land, Shechinah had always
been seen as the source of all things in na-
ture. In traditional Jewish writings, Shechinah
is defined as the "female aspect of God" or
the "presence” of the infinite God in the
world. She shares in the exile of the Jewish
people. Construction of the Mishkan was
made necessary by exile. We needed a place
to house “creator spirit” while we wandered in
the desert. Shechinah wandered with us.

She is introduced in the early rabbinical com-
mentaries as the "immanence" or "indwelling"
of the living God, whose role as the animat-
ing life force of the earth is to balance the
transcendent deity. She does not appear by
name in the five books of Moses, the Torah.
Still, scholars of the Old Testament refer to
her while interpreting the text. When Moses
meets the burning bush, he is told to remove

his shoes and prepare himself to receive the
Shechinah. According to the rabbis, the
choice of the simple thorn bush as the vehicle
for the revelation emphasizes the Shechinah's
presence; nothing in nature can exist without
her.

Talmudists emphasize her association
with humanity. They see her as suffering
when human beings erred: "Acts of blood-
shed, incest, perversion of justice and falsifi-
cation of measures cause her to depart." They
tell us: "Whoever is humble will ultimately
cause the Shechinah to dwell upon Earth.
Whoever is haughty brings about the defile-
ment of the Earth and the departure of the
Shechinah." In their view, actions harmful to
other human beings or the Earth cause the
Shechinah to flee, and she rises upward to
the Seven Heavens. On the other side of the
scale are the positive actions of humanity,
which attract her presence downward to the
earth.

Shechinah also comes to earth when peo-
ple need her comforting presence. She hov-
ers, rabbis tell us, at the bed of all who are
ill, and is seen by the dying as they exit the
world into the great light. According to tradi-
tion, the Shechinah comes to the good and
true at death, giving them the opportunity to
go straight up the center of the heavenly lad-
der in a moment of pure consciousness, into
the merger with the Divine.

We don’t know if the Shechinah spoke to
our matriarchs or other women. Women did
not write. But women did sing. And women
drummed and danced. Not least among them
was Miriam, as she led the ecstatic call and
response at the shore of the just-parted sea,
“Shirat HaYam.”

The Talmud reports that the Shechinah is
what caused prophets to prophesy and King
David to compose his psalms. Creativity and
inspiration. Appreciation and joy.

I am writing these final paragraphs on
Valentine’s Day, hardly a Jewish holiday. |
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mention it only because the Shechinah is inti-
mately connected with expressions of human
love, particularly romantic and marital bliss. It
is she who blesses a happy couple; the glow
of lovers is considered to be the reflection of
her presence. Making love on Shabbat is said
to be a mitzvah, blessed by Shechinah. Once
again we come back to creativity and to joy,
the joy associated with a mitzvah.

Early Jewish mystics emphasized the
splendor of the Shechinah, often envisioning
her as God's glory. In their conception, she is
the jewel or precious stone represented by
the Torah, as the crowned bride of God we
welcome on Shabbat. She is the luminous
presence of the Divine, the great light who
shines on all creatures.

| believe she is also the light within us,
made manifest by our creativity and joy in
observing mitzvot. As we at KJCC get our
hands “dirty” while creating clay teacups, or
hammer boards for a garden pergola, or
plant flowering bushes alongside our medita-
tion garden, it occurs to me that we, as a con-
gregation, male and female, young and old,
are creating our own Mishkan, a place of joy
and creativity where Shechinah will feel wel-
come and treasured. ¢

Purim:
Teachings and Arcana

You all know the basics, the cast of charac-
ters, and the rituals. If nothing else, Purim is
the ultimate “they tried to kill us...we sur-
vived...let’s eat!” story. But as with everything
else in Judaism, scrupulous study of the text
by our rabbis has yielded a rich literature,
many layers of understanding, and some dif-
ference of opinion. We dug into the commen-
tary to give you a representative sample:

Eulogies and fasting are prohibited on
Purim, and in a leap year they are prohibited
in the first month of Adar as well. A mourner
likewise does not mourn publicly on Purim.
He does not sit on the ground nor remove his
shoes, but observes the private aspects of
mourning, as is the case on Shabbat.
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The most preferred manner of fulfilling the
mitzvah is to read the Megillah publicly, and
in the synagogue. Even if one could form a
minyan elsewhere, he should go to the syna-
gogue, since, “in a multitude there is maj-
esty,” and that way the miracle is made
known more widely.

The Purim Feast is especially significant in
that it elevates the soul as it provides pleas-
ure to the body. The Zohar states that on Pu-
rim one may accomplish through bodily
pleasure what he can accomplish on Yom
Kippur through bodily affliction.

A person cannot free himself, through his
gifts to the poor on Purim, from the general
obligation of tzedakah (charity) that the To-
rah places upon him. Even a poor person is
obligated to fulfill this mitzvah at least once
a year, aside from what he gives to the poor
on Purim.

The four mitzvot for celebrating Purim:

1. We hear the story of Esther as re-
counted in the Bible; 2. We have a festive
meal with more wine than usual; 3. We deliver
two different kinds of food to friends and
neighbors; 4. We give gifts to the poor.

In the Mishnah there was a difference of
opinion as to how much of the Megillah one
must read in order to discharge one's duty.
According to Rabbi Judah, a portion sufficed;
Rabbi Meir demanded the reading of the en-
tire scroll, and his view was accepted in the
Talmud.

As early as the fifth century, and espe-
cially in the Gaonic period (9" and 10* centu-
ries), it was a custom to burn Haman in effigy
on Purim. In Italy the Jewish children would
arrange themselves in rows and pelt one an-
other with nuts; while the adults rode
through the streets with fir-branches in their
hands, shouted, or blew trumpets around a
doll representing Haman, which was finally
burned at the stake, with due solemnity. ¢



The Palace Gardens Difference

For nearly 25 years, The Palace Gardens Assisted Living Community in Homestead has been known
as a leader in providing outstanding care to seniors. While our grounds and the campus are beautiful,
there are more than a few reasons why The Palace Gardens is different from all others.

1. Continuum of Care —

The Palace Gardens is part of The Palace
Family of Senior Living Communities which
offers accommodations that meet everyone’s
needs, from Independent Living and Assisted
Living, to Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation,
and even Home Health. You can rest assured
that at The Palace, your needs will be met, no
matter what may happen in the future.

2. Pdlace Training &

Education Center

Because our residents come first, every
employee must reflect the higher standards

of our communities. Based on Ritz-Carlton
procedures, a comprehensive orientation
program reinforces this focus. Regular training
and educational programs continue so that
residents will always receive the very best
care and services.

3. Local Ownership —

Founded in 1980 by Helen and Jacob
Shaham, The Palace is privately owned and
locally operated by these self-made individuals
who foresaw the need for quality senior

living environments. Their constant
involvement today ensures the tradition they
established for the communities and services
bearing The Palace name: only the best.

To see for
yourself why

The Palace

Gardens sets 7W

the standard

Florida senior I)A I q ‘ :I i:
living, call

o1 ‘[
ki T [ GARDENS

1351 N. Krome Ave., Homestead, FL 33030 * (305)247-0446 ¢ www.thepalace.org

The Palace Suites / Independent Living The Palace Gardens / Assisted Living
The Palace Royale / Catered Living The Palace Nursing & Rehabilitation Center
The Palace Renaissance / Assisted Living The Palace at Home / Home Health
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VERONICA'S ART
AND GLASS STUDIO

Stained Glass Custom Pieces °*
Restoration and Repairs °©
Mosaics * Fused Glass Jewelry ©
Classes * Materials and Supplies

Veronica A. Gutierrez, Artist
(305) 304-9411
veroagutierrez@yahoo.com

Pruett Dermatology

Darel D. Pruett, D.O.
Board Certified

Skin Cancer * Surgery of the Skin * Diseases of the Skin
Microsurgery

664-8828 872-0090 296-3334
82883 0/S Hwy 1010 Kennedy Dr
Ste.304

Mailing Address
PRUETT DERMATOLOGY « P.O. BOX 1910 « ISLAMORADA, FL 33036

Please join Sylvie and Michel
Bitton at their new French café in the
heart of Islamorada. You will be
enchanted by the specialties
de la maison: Gelato, espresso, crépes,
melt -in-your-mouth French
baked goods, gourmet sandwiches
and salads. Plus free wi-fi.

lltton

“A little oasis of French charm in Islamorada.”

Bitton Bistro Café < 82245 Overseas Hwy Oceanside
Islamorada, FL 33036 - MM 82 - 305.396.7481
bittonbistrocafe@gmail.com < www bittonbistrocafe.com

Open 8 am. till 5 p.m. 7 days a week.

florida keys

periodontics
and

implantology

the pink plaza

103400 overseas highway
Suite 229

key largo, fl 33037

tel: 305.453.1811
fax: 305.453.1889

paul e. berger, d.d.s.

SUNSHINE
PRINTING

& Promotional Products

A Promotional Agency

Printing % Direct Mail * Promotional Products
Business Services x Consulting

305-451-3752

(Serving the Keys for 29 Years)

Chads

Depj g pakery

'CHAD GARDNER
Owner / Operator

6.57, Phone 305-853-5566 * T 305-853-0018
~ Email: chadsdelibakery2@bellsouth.net
Ship To:
92330 Overseas Hwy.
s}l Ste. #5, Tavermer FL 33070 Tavernier FL 33070

Bill To:
- P.O. Box 874
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office hours by appointment  phone: (305) 852-3219

fax: (305) 852-9016

OSMANI DIAZ, D.D.S.
JOHN L. IZANEC, D.D.S., P.A
ROBERT WAGNER, D.M.D.

91750 OVERSEAS HIGHWAY ~ TAVERNIER, FL 33070




Excellence
Tgs
Timeless

Bernard P.
Ginsberg, M.D.

Fellow, American
Academy of
Family Practice

L lVl 91555 Overseas Hwy

ENGRAVING Suite 3 (Lowe St.

Professional Center)

& IR@FHM INC. Tavernier, FL 33070

Sandy Liebowitz | phone: 30-852-9300
| 9465 Miller Drive Miami, F1 33165 |  Fax: 305-853-1260

PHONES: (305) 273-7607

(305) 273-7608 General Medicine
FAX: (305) 273-0912 Weight Loss
When Chassidim sit outside for too long Lmengrav@zol.com Esthetics
www.Lmengraving.com

Dmitry Sandler, DPM, FACFAS

\S‘HERN MO Board Certified by American Board of Podjatric Surgery
D > 975 Baptist Way
Suite 101
Homestead, FL 33030
Phone: 305.246.4774
Fax: 305.248.4086
v & o
SPECIALISTS 91461 Overseas Highway
Tavernier, FL 33070
Wi paipiuliconcom Phone: 305.852.1878

Offices also in

Miami - Homestead Fax: 305.852.2932

Ocean Reef - Tavernier
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\_7 . CHIROPRACTIC Knowl
| & WELLNESS e
\\ c«\ N CENTER,PA. PHETO G
S0 A Officiant

/‘. ) A aholistic healing center g :
= Weddings & Ceremonies

Dr. Erica Lieberman-Garrett, B.sc., D.C. Videography

Corporate Events

Over 30 Years Experience
Chiropractic (Gentle/Manual)
Yoga/Meditation

Massage Therapy

Physical Therapy
Acupuncture/ Homeopathy

Custom Packages
Bar & Bat Mitzvahs
Complete Event Planning

305-772-0503
305-942-4488

305-853-5653
iweddu@bellsouth.net
305-853-1003 MM 903 Bayside, Tavernier flkeys@bellsouth.net

BarbaraKnowles.com

wellnesshealing@bellsouth.net

Island Hammock Pet Hospital®

Dr. Martha Edwards, Dr. Marta Pawluk & Dr. Suzanne Sigel

98175 Overseas Hwy e Key Largo

305-852-5252

Monday - Friday: 8AM-6PM
Sat: 8AM-4PM

We are committed to providing you and your pets the highest quality medical care at the
lowest cost possible with a dedication to compassion and excellence in Veterinary Medicine

\ Practicing Preventative Medicine and Wellness

\ Providing Comprehensive Medical Services e Sandardof
\ 24 Hour EMERGENCY Service ala\mla —————
v Dog and Cat Boarding with online “virtual visitation” ACCREDITED

Learn more about us by visiting our website at www.IHPH.net
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NUM THAI RESTAURANT
&
SUSHI BAR

N
%g;

103200 Overseas Hwy.
Key Largo, FL 33037
(305) 451-5955

Fax (305) 451-1488

Mon. - Fri.

Lunch 11:30 - 3:00
Dinner 5:00 - 10:00
Sat. - Sun. 5:00 - 10:00

/" Pick onsomeone

your own size and leave I
my David alone!

(Dassage Chcmpg

Treat Yourself
Therapeutic * Relaxation

Lymphatic * Certified Reflexologist * Hot Stone

Massage
Giﬁ-c .
Mobile Massage Therapy Z”ﬁCates
In the comfort OUpleg Ma
of Your Availapy, 298

Home, Office, or Vacation Rental

Kristi Mitchell

Licensed Massage Therapist

305.393.1617

goMassage.co

MTA, AMTA, IAHP, NMT Center Nationally Certified

S
WOLFE = WOLFE

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Individualized Attention For
Your Business and Personal
Accounting Needs

* Tax Planning & Preparation

* Auditing, Review & Compilation Services
* Business Plans, Forecasts & Projections
* Estate & Trust Services

* Small Business Computer Services

88785 Overseas Hwy.
Plantation Key
305-852-5002

wolfecpa@snappydsl.net

oSy s MafKEpkust, > T
Tel305:451:5385  « . % Fax305-451-1618
wwi.wellfoundyachts.com’s E Mail: mark@wellfsundyachts.com 7
':HEAD:OF‘HCEZ 182 LOREEANF PIAQE.“- KgYE.ARGQ,, FLORIDA 33037

STEVEN J. SMITH, M.D., P.A

DIPLOMATE AMERICAN BOARD OF SURGERY
FELLOW OF THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS

5701 Overseas Highway, Suite #8
First Professional Centre
Marathon, FL 33050

Office 743-3511
Home 743-3140
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Windy Day D, ﬂ P

Plumbing
"We do it all” =eel W
é Phone 305- 664-9701 ) .
Key Largo 305-453-1169 Penn, Daiwa, Shlman? & others
Fax 305- 664-2455 Parts and Service
82891 Overseas Hwy. P. O. Box 27 305-852-5007
P.O. Box 569 Tavernier, Florida 33070 305-393-6934

Lic. #CFC 057609 Islamorada, FL 33036

Linda [¥
Perloff Fi -
C«zniun'2|

SCHWARTZ REALTY

Angie $ Custom Cushions

r?nﬂd \. ,1
=\ "
,,a‘ I

Angie Lucas
305-852-T215

UDHOLSTERYe FABRICS o FOAM # SLIDCOVERS ¢ BEDSDREADS

Thank You For Your Upper Keys Veterinary Hospital

www.upperkeysvet.com

Continued Trust & Referrals!
Robert H. Foley DVM

Linda@LPerloff.com drbob@upperkeysvet.com
Direct — 305 394-2616 87801 Overseas Highway
X S Islamorada, FL 33036 | Ja\ya\®ys
Y 305-852-3665 Phone » 305-852-9646 Fax | mocmEmiTED
7~ {www.LPerloff.com

Wheaton Service Center

MARK WHEATON, Manager ¥K | TC H e N
‘:3‘ B aT H ODv?nirwmsmw

SPECIALISTS 88511 Overseas Highway

Phone 305-451-3500) Showroom - Suite 10
Tavernier, FL 33070

305-852-4302 - Fax 305-852-4303
kitchenandbath@terranova.net

101500 Overseas Hwy.
Key Largo, FL 33037
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PLUMBING - ELECTRICAL - MARINE

“If it’s not at
Keys Supply,
It’s not in

the Keys”

Keys -.-—-
Supply

of Key Largo Inc.

MM 102.1 Oceanside, Key Largo

305-4351-93515

MM 83,9 Bayside, Plantniien Rey

305-852-3711

Stop!

Don't leave

your House/Condo
unattended

Minor problems can turn into Major
expenses.

Weekly, Bi-Monthly, or
Monthly

Inspection Services
Call

finish

Where's carpentry

talls

11S

Greg LeNoir
206 matecumbe ave,
islamorada, f1 33036
el 3053936185
phone/fax 305:664-0607
Lic# Sp3375

land

18

greglenoir@aol.com

Key Largo Floral & Gifts
Michelle & Bob Newton

9955( Overseas Highway
Key Largo, FL 33037
Northside of Bank of America Building

Ph: 305-45(-3702
Fax: 305-45(-3703

Keylargoflorist@gmail.com
www.keylargoflorist.com

' Tolley &
] Hill p1ic

SHAWN W. TOLLEY, C.P.A.

Tel (305) 852-9898
Fax (305) 852-9997

102411 Overseas Highway
Key Largo, FL 33037
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90575 OLD HIGHWAY
e R, FL 33070

Office Hours By Appointment

Paul E. Bernstein, D.D.S., P.A.

| Ocean Bay Dr.
j Key Largo, FL 33037

DOTTIE HILL
Owner

FISHERIES
Seafaod £ Rait INC.

Wholesale - Retail

Miami (305) 248-5221
Key Largo (305) 451-3782
Fla. 1-800-432-4358

FAX (305) 451-3215

www keylargofisheries.com « E-mail: kifish333@aol

P.O. Box 273

Turek Building
P.O. Box 587

Women’s Clothing

N

Buttonwood Counseling, LLC

"Building on Your Natural Resilience"
mindyaglerlmhe.com

Mindy Agler, LMHC
Specializing in Addiction Recovery
& the Family System

Confidential Phone:
561-866-9066

Tavernier, Florida
maglerimhc@gmail.com

Tavernier, Florida 33070 Key Largo Marathon

M. M. 98.5 Gulfside Village

Telephone: (305) 852-5088 | 305-852-4515 305-743-5855
e TELEPHONE (305) 670-7665 E-MAIL: lk@lindakaplan.com

FACSIMILE (305) 670-7668 WEBSITE: www.lindakaplan.com

LINDA M. KAPLAN, ESQ.

REPRESENTATION LIMITED TO IMMIGRATION
AND NATIONALITY LAW

9500 S.DADELAND BLVD.
SUITE 703
MIAMLFL 33156

LINDA M. KAPLAN, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Pest Control Inc.
(305) 451-3389 (800) 471-0166

300 Atlantic Dr. Key Largo

¢ Household Pests « Ants »« Roaches
e Fleas e Ticks « Rodents
¢ Yard Treatments

JOHN’S PLUMBING SERVICE, INC.

“WHEN YOU WANT IT DONE RIGHT
THE FIRST TIME™

(305) 852-4152

Residential * Commercial Plumbing

Lic #CFC1425673

PO. Box 1703 Tavernier. FL 33070
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Nationaﬂy recognized trial lawyers
representing clients whose lives or
businesses -have been seriously damaged

by the misconduct of others

KEY WEST CORAL GABLES

509 Whitehead Street 2525 Ponce De Leon Boulevard

Key West, Florida 33040 Suite 1150

305.509.7734 Coral Gables, Florida 33134
305.442.8666

SARASOTA BOCA RATON

Grossman Roth & Partridge Wells Fargo Plaza

Suite 777 Suite 350

1800 Second Street 925 S. Federal Highway

Sarasota, Florida 34236 Boca Raton, Florida 33432

941.365.8666 561.367.8666

GROSSMAN ROTH, paA.
TRIAL LAWYERS

www.grossmanroth.com
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